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CHRISTIAN MUSLIM DIA LOGUE IN PAKISTAN  

Over the last five decades, this 

Research Centre has created an open 

space for  people of both the faiths ï 

Christian and Islam to come together. 

Through the center, they experience 

mutual trust, enriching insights, 

understanding, and respect. Here their 

perspectives & attitudes towards each 

other are changed. They are 

challenged to build on the elements 

shared by both traditions amidst the 

political upheavals and religions 

tension existing in society at large. 

 

In recent times, Loyola Hall Research 

Center has continued to realize its 

foundational aims of promotion, 

critical thinking, scientific study, and 
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Loyola Hall Research Center is 

known today in every nook and 

corner of Pakistan. It was an 

inspiration of late Jesuit Father 

Robert. A. Butler, who was a pioneer 

in promoting Christian -Muslim 

dialogue in Pakistan over fifty five 

years ago.  

theological reflection on events and people in 

Pakistan. The Research Center is keenly 

working on revitalizing and reorganizing its 

library, which is a resource for those who are 

interested in deeper study and research 

projects. At present, there are over 18,000 

books on Islam, Christianity, South and 

Central Asia Studies. Over the last few 

decades, the center has been equipped with 

numerous journals. Close to the library is a 

well set study room which provides the 

readers with a comfortable, calm, and quiet 

environment to study at leisurely.  

 

Currently the center is in the process of 

cataloging the books and in the future, it will 

develop and create an electronic database 

library of its resources. The Research Center 

also organizes an annual Symposium called 

Jesuit Conference of South Asia, 225 Jor Bagh, New Delhi -110 003:   http://www.jcsaweb.org/  
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the ñLoyola Hall Symposiumò which aims to 

create an academic space for reflection and 

encounter between national and 

international scholars of different religious 

traditions.   With a view to extend the 

findings of the research papers to those who 

cannot participate in these symposiums, the 

Research Center has published the 

proceedings of the first two symposiums.  

 

The first of these publications went under 

the heading of ñMysticism in the East and 

the West -- The Concept of the Unity of 

Beingò, while the second was ñThe 

Sacredness of Creation -- Spirituality 

responsibility of Muslims and Christians to 

care for our common home-Planet Earth.ò 

The Research Center has reached out to 

students through providing academic 

workshops to help them to deepen their 

awareness and knowledge about particular 

topics of interest and to encourage  research 

methodologies and enhance their study 

skills.  Currently, publication of the third 

symposium ñSearch for Holiness -- 

Exploring the Meaning and Significance of 

Sacred Space for Muslim and Christiansò 

is  underway. Furthermore, we  have other 

events lined up: the 4th Loyola Hall 

Symposium, which is to be held in the 2nd 

week of February 2017; film days, and 

organized visits to the library.  

 Network with other organizations, 

libraries and institutions is another plan 

we have in mind. We also look forward to 

organize the annual Fr Robert A. Butler's 

Memorial Lecture.  

 

 All in all the Loyola Research Center is a 

good effort to build peace in Pakistan. 

|  Jude Deluxion, SJ.  

 

Jesuit Conference of South Asia, 225 Jor Bagh, New Delhi -110 003:   http://www.jcsaweb.org/  

http://www.jcsaweb.org/


4 

 

South Asian Assistancy Jesuit Newsletter | February 2017 

comprises of important officials of all the 

Faculties under him, viz., Vidyajyoti ï Delhi 

(Faculty of Theology), Jnana Deepa Vidyapeeth 

ï Pune (Faculty of Philosophy and Theology), 

Sacred Heart College ï Satya Nilayam ï Chennai 

(Faculty of Philosophy), a couple of experts and 

the ADF, Socius, and Fr. POSA. Fr Raj Irudaya 

(ADF) is the coordinator.   So far this Forum has 

met three times - JDV - Pune 17 Aug, 2015; JDV 

- Pune 24 Jan 2016; SN-Chennai 15 Jan 2017.  

In the short span of a little over two years with 

only three sittings the Forum has forged a new 

alliance between the three faculties; initiated a 

forwarding looking agenda for them; injected 

new enthusiasm into the task of ecclesiastical 

education and formation. The meeting held at 

Satya Nilayam on 15th Jan, 2017 was noteworthy 

because each faculty participated actively, 

The main tasks of JFFSA forum as contained in 

the founding letter by Fr POSA are: ñi) to advise 

on and coordinate the functioning of the three 

faculties   viz., Vidyajyoti ï Delhi (Faculty of 

Theology), Jnana Deepa Vidyapeeth ï Pune 

(Faculty of Philosophy and Theology), Sacred 

Heart College ï Satya Nilayam ï ï Chennai 

(Faculty of Philosophy); ii) to provide further 

clarity on their orientations, especially to foster 

greater sense and ethos of a South Asian 

Conference; iii) to discuss policy matters on 

recruitment and transfers of the staff; iv) to assist 

the faculties to respond to the challenges of the 

times; v) to explore possibilities of liaisoning with 

Higher Education Institutions; vi) to further 

develop philosophical and theological studies in 

keeping with the times and its need.ò 

The forum intended as an advisory body, 

Jesuit run Philosophy and Theology faculties 

of South Asia met on January 15, 2017 for a 

stock taking. The meeting was held under the 

aegis of JFFSA (Jesuit Faculty Forum South 

Asia) which was constituted on May 13, 2015 

by Fr. George Pattery, SJ, the Provincial of 

South Asia (POSA).   JFFSA Forum was in 

response to a felt need and a follow up of the 

discussions that took place among the 

provincials during JCSA meeting of 2014.    

JFFSA - COMBINED SEARCH FOR A RICHER 

EDUCATIVE EXPERIENCE  
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