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PROVINCIAL’S PROGRAMME

MARCH
04 - 05  Satya Nilayam, Chennai: Visitation
06 - 07  DNC, Pune: Visitation
08 - 09  Vinayalaya, Mumbai: Visitation
11  St. Xavier’s College Trust Meeting
12  Preliminary Meeting, Admission to the Novitiate
13  Adilok: Governing Body Meeting
14  Jeevan Darshan: Golden Jubilee Celebration,  

Fr. Jose Thomas
16 - 17  Sevasi: Superiors’ Forum 
17 - 19  Sevasi: PCM
19 - 20  Consult 
24  Novitiate Selection Meeting
25  Bishop’s House, Vadodara: Diaconate
26  Bishop’s House, Vadodara: Colloquium
28  St. Xavier’s College: Governing Body Meeting
29  Fulwadi: Final Vows of Fr. Reji Madathikunnel
31 Pethapur: Priests’ Council Meeting, Archdiocese 

G’ngr

 PROVINCIAL has appointed

♦  Fr. Kolady Thomas - Acting Superior, Bhiloda-
Poshina-Vijaynagar-Modasa

♦  Fr. Antonidoss Savarimuthu - proposed Parish Priest, 
St. John de Britto Parish, Varasda

♦  Fr. Hemant Dias - proposed Parish Priest, Mother of 
Mercy Parish, Khambhat 

♦  Fr. Ashok Vaghela - proposed Asst. PP,   
St. Joseph’s Parish, Vyara

APPOINTMENTS

PROVINCE HIGHLIGHTS

♦ Fr. Nilesh Macwan - Assistant Treasurer, Curia,   
Premal Jyoti

♦  Fr. Antony Suresh - Tertianship,   
Sitagarha (14 June -14 Dec)

♦  Fr. Simon Thomas - Tertianship, Shembagnur   
(1 June-1 Dec)

Scholastics Status II

♦ Sch. Jaya Prakash - Theology, Vidya Jyoti, Delhi

♦ Sch. George Victor - Theology, Vidya Jyoti, Delhi

♦ Sch. Hitesh Parmar - Theology, Vidya Jyoti, Delhi

 OURS IN FORMATION  

• Our Young Priests  
Sixteen of us young priests met on 20- 21 February at St. 
Xavier’s Parish, Navrangpura to celebrate our initial years 
of priesthood. The two-day programme was initiated by 
the Provincial with words of appreciation for us who are 
giving our best in various ministries; he also cautioned 
us with some of his concerns. He highlighted some of 
the challenges that we could face in the coming years 
particularly with regard to the socio-economic-political 
situation; the dwindling numbers in the province and the 
lack of sufficient well-trained Jesuits. He exhorted us to 
give primary importance to our spiritual life and in the 
promotion of good vocations; he emphasized the Universal 
Apostolic Preferences as our top priority. The Provincial 
also attentively listened to our grievances and suggestions.

On the following day we shared with one another the 
consolations and desolations that we encounter in our 
ministries. Amidst the trials we face, there was a deep sense 
of gratitude for the constant grace and strength from the 
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Lord and the trust that the Society has placed on us. This 
profound sharing was followed by a meaningful Eucharist 
presided by our newly ordained younger brothers.

Our heartfelt gratitude to our coordinator Fr. Jose Panadan 
and team for bringing us closer to each other through this 
meaningful gathering; thanks to the Gurjarvani, Premal 
Jyoti, and the College community for making us feel 
at home. A memorable experience indeed! (Fr. Simon 
Thomas)

• Ours in Theology
On 14 February, we, the VJ first-year scholastics of VJ 
community were at the Indian Social Institute (ISI), Delhi 
for an overnight group building programme, aimed at 
personal growth and the importance to assimilate and 
integrate theological reflection more effectively. 

A National Seminar was held at Vidyajyoti on 17-18 
February. The Seminar began with the first endowment 
lecture in honour of Profs. S. Arockiasamy SJ and 
Samuel Rayan SJ, delivered by Fr. Michael Amaladoss 
SJ on the theme ‘Seeking God Experience: the goal of 
Theology’. The next day, inputs were given by RTC 
students of Chennai, Ranchi, and Varanasi on ‘concerns 
and perspectives of New Evangelization’, which helped us 
have newer dimensions of evangelization.

The theme chosen by our third year brothers their diaconate 
ordination was ‘to heal a wounded world’. Twenty-eight 
Jesuit scholastics said ‘Yes’ on 22 February, as they were 
ordained deacons by Archbishop Anil Couto at a grace-
filled ceremony. (Sch Jayanti Bhadagi)

• Ours in Philosophy
The feast day of St. John de Britto (4 February) is also 
the death anniversary of Constanzo Beschi, the Italian 
Jesuit and well-known Tamil litterateur, popularly called 
‘Viramamunivar’. There is a statue of this great Jesuit on 
the Marina Beach. As per the tradition, we the members of 
the Satya Nilayam Community went there to pay homage 
to him on that day with a brief prayer service led by Sch. 
Aric Makwana. The Feast day mass was at Santhome 
Cathedral.

Our annual national seminar on ‘Semiotics, Semantics 
and Truth condition in contemporary Society’ was held 
on 14 February. The I-year students had a seminar from 
24- 28February on ‘Protection of Children and Vulnerable 
adults (PCVA)’ and the II-year students had the second 
exposition of their dissertations on 18-19 February. (Sch. 
Aric Makwana)   

• Ours at Premal Jyoti 
-We the Premal Jyoti scholastics under the leadership of Fr. 
Charles Kispotta and Mr. Rajesh Christian (tour guide) 
went for a two day cultural tour to Rajasthan. It was a very 
educational and enlightening trip. We visited several places 
of historical importance including Haldighati Udaipur (the 
city of lakes) and Chittorgarh. This community tour an 
awesome and fulfilling experience, with plenty of fun and 
laughter for all of us! (Sch Raman Dalvi)

-As the nation continues to witness widespread civil unrest 
because of the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA), the 
proposed National Register of Citizens (NRC) and the 
National Population Register (NPR) we the Premal Jyoti 
Scholastics were fortunate to have an awareness programme 
on the subject conducted by Fr. Cedric Prakash, on 
14 February. He conscientized us about the CAA/NRC/
NPR and its negative implications on the citizens of India 
specially the poor the marginalised and the minorities. He 
emphasized that CAA was unconstitutional and together 
with the NRC and NPR, divisive, discriminatory and 
draconian part of the larger strategy for the establishment 
of a ‘Hindutva’ State. As citizens we need to unite, educate, 
organise and resist. Forty Scholastics participated and 
benefited from the session. 

-On 20 February, Fr. Lawrence Dharmaraj, conducted 
a workshop for the III-year Psychology students of St. 
Xavier’s College Ahmedabad on ‘Applied Aspects of 
Counselling Techniques’. The primary main aim was to 
equip the students in applying the theory they learn to 
practical life. Fr. Lawrence also taught the students how to 
do the daily examen. The fifty students who participated 
were very grateful for the session. (Sch. Polseng, Kohima)

• Ours in the Juniorate 
The Feast of the Infant Jesus is normally celebrated 
annually on the second Saturday of February. This year, 
we juniors from Vinayalaya were privileged to be stay for 
three days around the feast at the ‘Shrine of the Infant Jesus’ 
in Nashik. It was a great experience for us to be among the 
pilgrims who had come from all over the country. This 
experience has truly enriched our faith and helped us to 
affirm our calling in the Society. We are grateful to Fr. 
Trevor Miranda and community for giving us a wonderful 
opportunity to be a part of this divine gathering.    
(Schs. Piyush Gamit & Saurabh Parmar) 

• Ours in the Novitiate
We the first year novices were sent to Nesergi (Christ 
Niwas) for ten days, for a programme on social analysis 
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facilitated by Fr. Tom Chenakala and Sch. Velenson. The 
programme was designed for us novices, to become aware 
of the social issues and thus broaden our horizon. The 
exposure included two days stay in Hindu families, visit to 
the Swami apostolate in Deshnur Jesuit mission, women 
empowerment through SHG movement, hand crafting, 
education and ecological projects.

After the initial orientation we were divided into five pairs 
to stay in Hindu families in two different villages. We 
experienced their culture, traditions and their struggles in 
daily life. We were touched by their hospitality in spite of 
their poverty. Even though we did not know their language, 
we felt as part of one family. Fr. Tom also belongs to an NGO 
‘Jana Jagran Samiti’. We were introduced to the various 
works of this NGO, like SHG for women empowerment, 
educational support and ecological initiatives. We visited 
the ‘Virakta Mutt’ at Deshnur besides other villages 

The ten days were both enriching and enjoyable for all 
of us. We were impressed by the deep spirituality and 
commitment of Fr. Tom and the Jana Jagran team. We have 
experienced the implementation of our UAPs: walking 
with the poor and the excluded, working with youth and 
caring for the universe. (Novice Pradip Gamit)

 JOHN'S "YES"!  
{khu ytíkrhÞk¤ ÚkÞku «¼wLkk «ký íkýku Mkt[kh...

solemnity and beauty of the ceremony was heightened by a 
special Dangi entrance dance by the students of St Anne’s 
school Saputara and a vibrant choir. After the Eucharist, 
the participants shared in a fellowship meal. Fr. Kirit 
Patelia, the Parish Priest of the Shamgahan Mission, with 
the help of his collaborators and with meticulous planning 
ensured a memorable ceremony. (Fr. Sanjay D. Aind)

 GOLDEN CELEBRATIONS  
• Fr. Aubrey D’Souza:  Fifty years a priest
Fr. Aubrey D’Souza who was ordained on 19 Dec 1970 
celebrated his golden day on 16 February at Tadpada 
village. Several hundreds of laity, priests and religious 
witnessed his golden celebration. Fr. Aubrey in his message 
stated that his priesthood was a call to service, with rich 
memories and deep experiences of bringing people to the 
faith. He exhorted the people to pray for many and good 
vocations to priestly and religious life and to be faithful 
in carrying out one’s mission whatever the circumstances. 

For Fr. John Kennedy 02.02.2020 was indeed a 
momentous day as he pronounced his Final Vows in the 
Society of Jesus at the Girimata Shrine Saputara. Fr. Durai 
Fernand, the Provincial, presided over the Holy Eucharist 
and received Fr. John Kennedy’s vows. Fr. Ishwan Gamit, 
the Superior of the Dangs Jesuits, concelebrated. In his 
homily, Fr. Durai highlighted the meaning of the vowed 
life in the Society. The parents, brother and sister of Fr. 
John Kennedy were present there on this special occasion; 
several Jesuits, sisters and other collaborators participated 
in the ceremony and joined Fr John in thanking God. The 

Fr Reji Madathikunnel in a lively homily endorsed the 
exemplary life of Fr. Aubrey who lived a people-centered 
and Christos-centric life, giving witness to God’s mercy 
and love in the Ignatian way. This celebration was grace-
filled in two ways i) recalling the great things God has 
done to the people of the  Fulwadi Mission in and through 
the person of Fr. Aubrey and ii) reuniting the scattered 
people who went away from the Church. A big thank you 
to the people of Tadpada village for making the golden 
celebration a meaningful and memorable one. (Fr. Anand 
Antony) 
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• St. Xavier’s, Gandhinagar: Golden milestones
St. Xavier’s Gandhinagar celebrated its golden year on 22 
February on the theme ‘Golden Milestones', highlighting 
the accomplishments in imparting value-based education to 
young minds since its foundation. Shri H.K. Dharmadarshi, 
IAAS (Principal Accountant General-ERSA Gujarat), was 
the Chief Guest for the occasion. Principal, Fr. Anthony 
Cruze welcomed the chief guest and the large gathering 

fathers, sisters, the parish council members and youth did 
wonderful work to ensure the success of the feast day. (Fr. 
Sanjay Horo)

• Divine Touch  
The first Sunday of February is important day for the 
faithful of Mandal and Vyara parishes as a large number of 
them gather at ‘Gidmala’ for an annual celebration. This 
year the feast was on 2 February. The celebration began 
with the procession where the faithful venerated Mary 
through their melodious singing, recitation of the Rosary, 
dancing and offering flowers. Fr. James Vas the main 
celebrant at the Eucharist preached about the presence of 
Jesus in the temple, the importance of the temple in our life, 
our own presentation and our way of life. ‘Gidmala’ is the 
fruit of this mission where the missionaries and the faithful 
play an equally important role to make our earthly family 
divine. The festival it attracts Gamits across religions.

The cultural programme included dances by students 
from the different classes. The Higher Secondary students 
portrayed a true Xavierite through a brilliant stage 
performance ‘Croyant’. A short documentary film showed 
the journey of different milestones achieved during this 
golden era. Staff members who had completed 25 years 
were felicitated with a beautiful memento. There was 
also the prize distribution ceremony. The distinguished 
audience included some of the ex-principals. It was 
indeed a memorable golden celebration for one and all: 
the students, staff, management, parents, well-wishers 
and friends of this golden institution. (Staff, St. Xavier’s 
Gandhinagar)

 SPIRITUAL INTERVENTIONS  
• Parish Feast 

The parish feast of Zankhvav was celebrated on 2 February 
the feast of the Presentation of Our Lord. The celebration 
began with a procession with the faithful singing hymns and 
reciting the Rosary. Fr. Suresh presided over the Eucharist 
and delivered a meaningful homily. Various responsibilities 
during the Eucharist were entrusted to different villages 
making the entire celebration very participative. Fr. 
Sudhakar and Sr. Lawrencia encouraged the youth to 
prepare an apt backdrop and tasteful decorations. The 

Thanks to the meticulous planning and organisation by 
the village leaders of Nanabandarpada Gram Panchayat, 
the fathers and sisters of Mandal, the Parish Council team, 
village leaders, the Choir and the faithful. The annual 
festival was indeed a great success. (Fr. John Paul Lobo)

• Blessed are the Children
Radhanpur Parish celebrated Holy Childhood day on 
February 9, with about 250 children from the Government 
-run primary schools from the neighbouring villages. The 
children were accompanied by youth volunteers from their 
respective villages. A welcome dance by the boarding girls 
put the village children at ease. It was an animated and 
enriching event with creative games, a motivational talk 
by the School Principal, a delicious lunch and a Hindi 
movie ‘Salaam Bacche’. The day ended with a prize 
distribution Programme. To the delight of the children 
everyone was given a small gift to take home. It was 
indeed an unforgettable day for all said Fr Michael Raj 
the Parish Priest as he thanked Almighty God and one and 
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all specially the Sisters of the Daughters of the Cross for 
their cooperation volunteers for their efforts and above all 
Almighty God. (Fr. Michael Raj)

• Celebrating Feast of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Kalol Parish celebrated the feast of Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help on February 9 with great fervor and solemnity. The 
feast was undoubtedly the spontaneous expression of love 
and devotion to Mother Mary of a community which is 
characterized by its diversity.

Moonnupeedikail and Cyprian Monis. The feast day 
celebration ended with the ‘samuhabhojan’ for all. The 
entire program was very well prepared with every group 
in the parish including villagers, taking responsibility, in 
making the celebration a success. It has brought the parish 
(laity, Sisters, Fathers) together in their love and devotion 
to Mother Mary. Congratulations to Fr. Rajendra, our 
Parish Priest for the meticulous and enthusiastic planning 
which made this possible. (Fr. Jose Changanacherry)

 INTELLECTUAL INTERVENTIONS  
• Youth Animation 
The Gujarat Jesuit Youth Commission in collaboration with 
Amruthdhara Don Bosco Animation Centre, Kapadvanj, 
and Gujarat Vidya Deep (GVD), Sevasi, organized a 
seminar cum workshop on Youth Ministry from 21 -23 
February 2020, at GVD, Sevasi.Fr Leon Rodrigues SDB, 
Director, Bombay Archdiocesan Value Education Centre 
was the resource person; he was assisted by Fr Dinesh 
Vasava SDB, Director of Amruthdhara, Kapadvanj. 

The feast was preceded by four days of preparation, each 
day being entrusted to a particular section of the parish. 
We were privileged to have a priest each day to accompany 
and inspire us in the Eucharist, Fr. S Velanganni, Fr. Peter 
from Bileshwarpur, Fr. Ignace Macwan of ‘katha’ fame 
and Fr. V. Rajendra .We were fortunate and happy to have 
Archbishop Thomas Macwan as the main celebrant at the 
Feast day Eucharist; his inspiring homily and encouraging 
words touched our hearts. The Archbishop was warmly 
welcomed with the traditional ‘samayyu’ and taken in 
procession in a beautifully decorated chariot carrying the 
statue of Mother Mary. A large number of people joined 
the procession reciting the Rosary and singing bhajans. 
Among the concelebrants were Frs. Hector Pinto, 
Velanganni, A. Jesuraj, Jose Changanacherry, Anthony 

Sixteen youth animators: Frs. Nagin Macwan, Michael 
Raj, Xavier Arockiam and thirteen Sisters from various 
Congregations actively participated in the programme. 
Fr Joe Mangalam looked into the arrangements for the 
seminar.

Various topics related to youth ministry were dealt 
with these included an understanding of various Papal 
documents on Youth Ministry, including the post-synodal 
apostolic exhortation Christus vivit; theology of youth 
ministry; understanding the personality of the youth 
minister; the challenges of youth ministry. There were also 
plenty of lively group activities. The Seminar helped the 
participants to update themselves in the theology of youth 
ministry. The participants appreciated the contribution of 
the resource persons in helping them to face the challenges 
of youth ministry. (Fr. Nagin Macwan)
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• Peace and Reconciliation 
A national workshop on 
Peace and Reconciliation 
was jointly organized 
by LIPI Kochi and ISI, 
Delhi at the Indian Social 
Institute, Bengaluru on 
15-16 February. There 
were 39 participants from 
different Jesuit provinces. 
Fr. Francis Macwan, 
Mrs. Marshal, (St 

Xavier’s High School, Gandhinagar), Mr. Sunil Parmar, 
(Shantiniketan High School, Zankhvav) and Ms. Sandhya 
Parmar (St. Xavier’s English Medium School, Gamdi-
Anand) were the participants from Gujarat. 

The theme was vividly explained by various persons. The 
importance of human rights in education and the need to 
inculcate a culture of critical thinking among students 
was emphasized. The participants were also introduced to 
some strategies and activities for the formation of Peace 
Clubs. It was emphasized and unanimously agreed that the 
Jesuit schools must have a Peace Club and work towards 
peace, harmony and reconciliation in school campus and 
nearby areas as well.  (Sunil Parmar-Zankhvav)

• Foundation Lecture and  Book Launch 

Fr. Rudolf Heredia SJ of ISI Delhi delivered the third 
foundation lecture ‘The Paradox: Nationalism and 
Pluralism’ at CCD on 1 February. Despite his physical 
ailments he travelled from Mumbai to Vadodara to deliver 
this lecture which is very relevant to our times in India.

Later Fr. Joseph Mattam introduced the book, ‘Changing 
character of religiosity in Gujarat: Sacred space, time and 
persona’ authored by Drs. Jayesh Shah and Lancy Lobo 
and published by the Gujarat Sahitya Prakash, Anand. 
Lord Bhikhu Parekh was the Chief Guest and Fr. Durai 
Fernand the guest of honour. 

(The second foundation lecture given by Bhikhu Parekh, 
“Intercultural dialogue: Limits and Possibilities” and 
Rudolf Heredia’s lecture is available in print for those who 
wished to have a copy).  (Fr. Lancy Lobo)

 ECOLOGICAL INTERVENTIONS  

Over fifty Jesuits (from the four Jesuit province of the West 
Zone) and their collaborators including Sisters, priests, laity 
and two representatives of the Jesuit Alumni Association 
of India (JAAI) participated in a two-day ‘Towards and 
Apostolic Platform- Ecology Workshop’ at the Pastoral 
Centre, Nadiad, February 21 to 23.The Workshop was 
meticulously organized planned by the PDDs of the four 
Provinces. Fr. Wendell D’Cruz (BOM), the Coordinator of 
the PDDs of the Western Zone facilitated the workshop. 
The presence of the four Provincials provided a great 
impetus to the workshop. Fr Durai Fernand gave the 
welcome address and   Fr Roland Coelho (Provincial 
of Goa) released the book ‘Sparsh: a reflection on eco-
experiences’ edited by Frs Rappai Poothokaren and 
Lancy D’cruz. Fr Andrew Fernandes (Provincial of 
Pune), Chair of the West zone, delivered the presidential 
address. Fr Arun de Souza (Provincial of Bombay) shared 
his impressions on the workshop. The ADO, Fr Siji, was 
also an active participant in the workshop.  The workshop 
was significant for the high level of participation from 
the participants in the various sessions which included 
the exercise on mapping of Province eco-works, spiritual 
conversations, and presentation of group sharing.  

The group recommended their willingness to move 
towards creation of an ‘ecological network of networks’. 
They went a step further, attempting to work out the 
basic elements of three selected networks followed by a 
preliminary deliberation on how the four provinces could 
take the matter ahead. Gujarat Province came in for much 
appreciation: the GJEM model was much talked about; the 
hard work put in by Priyanka and Shirin (of the Gujarat 
PDO) along with the GJEM team and the financial and 
logistic support offered by the Gujarat Province was 
acknowledged by one and all. (Fr Lancy D’cruz)
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 OTHER INTERVENTIONS  
• Fun Fair 

The Youth Association of Padharia, the Altar servers’ 
group, the catechism group along with Fr.Vinay Macwan 
organized ‘Funfair 2020’ on February 16. Parish Priest Fr 
Melquides Guedes inaugurated the fair with some words 
of encouragement. About 2300 people participated in the 
fair which included games, dances and rides for children 
and also live music; there were seventeen stalls selling 
food items and religious items besides a place for body 
checkup. A wonderful day for all! (Fr. Vinay Macwan)

• Hostel Fest

The hostelites of St Xavier's (Ladies and Men's) hostels, 
enjoyed a 'Grand Hostel Fest' on 28 February at OAT, on the 
college campus. After the lighting of the lamp the packed 
and entertaining programme included singing, dancing, 
mimes, street plays and speeches. A sumptuous dinner 
culminated a vibrant evening. Fr James Savarimuthu, 
the acting Superior of Premal Jyoti was the Chief Guest; 
besides the presence of the students from ‘Utkarsh’, 
the Vedruna Sisters from St Xavier’s Ladies Hostel, the 
Fathers from Xavier Residence and the brothers from 
Premal Jyoti were an encouragement and source of joy to 
us. The ‘Hostel Fest’ was successful, thanks to meticulous 
planning and effort put in by Fr Suresh Antony, Sr Elsy, 
Sr Lincy along with the core committee from both the 
hostels. (Joy Christian, Xavier Hostel)

 PROVINCE RETREATS - 2020
♦ July Retreat
Preacher : Fr Errol Fernandes SJ (BOM)
Place : Glen View, Mount Abu
02 July – Thursday : Retreat begins after supper
10 July – Friday : Retreat gets over by supper

Glen View opens on Sunday, 1st July noon around 12.00 
for those who would like to have a break before retreat and 
closes on 11th July by 07.00 AM.

♦ Diwali Retreat
Preachers : Fr. Prakash Louis (PAT), Fr. Paul D'Souza 
(GUJ)
Theme: “Seeking God’s Will in and through the Horizon 
of the Universal Apostolic Preferences”
Place : Glen View, Mount Abu
15 November – Sunday   : Retreat begins after supper
23 November – Monday  : Retreat gets over by supper

Glen View opens on 14th November noon around 12.00 
for those who would like to have a break before retreat and 
closes on 24th November by 07.00 AM.

♦ Summer Holidays at Mount Abu
Glen View, Mount Abu, is open from 1st May to 31st 
May for Jesuits who would like to have holidays. You are 
requested to inform Fr Socius of the date of your arrival 
and departure. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS
GOLDEN JUBILEE

♦ Jubilee Celebration
Fr. Muriyankavunkal Jose Thomas, celebrates his 50 
years of Priesthood. Celebration will be on 14 March, 
Saturday afternoon at 12, in Jeevan Darshan. Those who 
wish to participate kindly inform Fr. Sanjay Rodriguez 
latest by 11 March.

♦ Diaconate
Sch. Christi Pratik and Sch. D’sa Melwin from Gujarat 
province will be ordained deacons by Archbishop Thomas 
Macwan, on 25 March, at 6.00 p.m. at the Bishop’s House, 
Alkapuri, Vadodara. 

♦ Final Vows
Fr. Madathikunnel Reji will pronounce his Final Vows 
on 29 March at 6.30 PM in Fulwadi. Those who would 
like to spend the night in Fulwadi, kindly inform Fr. Vipul 
Parmar latest by 25 March. 

 50 YEARS IN PRIESTHOOD, MARCH 14

PRAYERFUL WISHES TO YOU 
DEAR FR. JOSE THOMAS 
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BIRTHDAYS & DEATH DAYS 2020

To receive by email, send a mail to <socguj@gmail.com>
Published by Fr Provincial of  Gujarat Jesuit Province. For Private Circulation only

GREEN CORNER

01  Fr Francis Lobo – 2003+ 
03  Antony Suresh 
 Roy Kollamparambil 
07  Fr Anthony Lobo – 1994+ 
09  Joseph Arockiam 
 Sudhir Beck 
 Fr Jeronimo Aixala – 1947+ 
 Fr Luke Mundanthanam – 1983+ 
 Br Miguel Fernandez – 2016+
11  Br Francisco Escofet – 1969+ 

12  Robert Christi 
14  Agnelo Vaz (Br) 
 James C. Dabhi 
15  Ishanand Vempeny 
16  Aric Makwana 
17  Fr Crisanto Zurbitu – 1977+ 
19  Joseph Thomas M. 
21  Sanjay Rodrigues 
 Fr Joseph Lobo – 1998+ 

22  Anthony Cruze 
 José Javier Aizpún 
24  Aubrey Fernandes 
 David Roy A. Kulandai 
25  Shekhar Manickam 
26  Antony Michael Raj 
 Fr Ramon Eizaguirre – 2011+ 
27  Piyush Parmar 
31  Br Victor Gurruchaga – 2017+

CREATIVE EDUCATION THROUGH ART

Gujarat Jesuit Ecology Mission (GJEM) organized a 
two day-long workshoplast month on Creative learning 
though Art at St. Xavier’s Social Service Society 
(SXSSS), Loyola Hall, Ahmedabad for slum students. 
Three professional artists from Bangalore – a Painter, a 
Cartoonist, the creator of “Dolls that speak” exhibition, 
were the experts of the workshop. 

The students learnt simple ways of drawing, cartoon 
drawing, painting and interacting with the small dolls, very 
artistically made and displayed. Some of their drawings 
and paintings were deep and inspiring. We realized that 
slum youth live and grow in situations immersed in the 
full realities of the life of the urban poor. They were able 
to express their experienced perceptions through art, 
given the training. 

Some mothers had also come with the students for the 
workshop. They too were encouraged to draw and paint. A 
grandmother (near seventy she looked), painted a lovely 
scene with trees, mountains, river, Sun, etc.., very much 
unlike their slums. When I expressed my appreciation of 
her work, she said, “Father, it is the first time in my life 
that I held a pencil in my hand!” Is formal Education in 
Schools the only, or the best, way to educate and impart 
knowledge to people always?

(Fr. Rappai  Poothokaren)

R.I.P

	Fr Edwin Rasquinha, SJ (BOM), 91/60, on 
20.02.2020  in Mumbai

	Br Thomas Rama, SJ (KAR), 69/41, on 01.02.2020 in 
Bengaluru

	 Br Joseph C. Kochukunnumpuram, SJ (PAT), 81/58, 
on 07.02.2020 in Patna

ST. JOSEPH, 19 MARCHJESUIT SAINTS OF THE MONTH

 St. Joseph: 
Solemnity of the Patron of the Society of Jesus


