
Four minutes. That is what it took Diksha Talaulikar, a 14-year-old class VIII student of the 
Maria Bambina High School in Cuncolim, South Goa, to ruffle the feathers of the Goa 
Education Department officials (who had organized an official function to commemorate the 
70th anniversary of the adoption of the constitution) when she rose to the podium and termed 
the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) as “murder of the Constitution.” 

“Skolstrejk for klimatet” (Swedish for school strike for climate), begun by teen climate activist 
Greta Thunberg has struck the right notes with young people around the world. At the Global 
Economic Forum in Davos last month (January), Greta and her young friends challenged world 
leaders to pay attention to climate scientists and act immediately to curb global warming.
In Hong Kong, 15-year-old Yannus is “too young to drive a car, buy a beer or donate blood. But 
he says he is willing to give his life in the 'final battle' for Hong Kong” (TIME, January 23, 2020). 

Young people like Diksha, Greta, and Yannus are leading change—fighting injustice and 
inequality—atmany places around the world, from Hong Kong to Chile to Baghdad to 
Barcelona to Lebanon to Delhi (all in the past year).  Nearly 41% of the world's population is less 
than 24 years of age. And they are making a difference. E.g., Hong Kong protests (which began 
in June 2019) against plans to extradite locals to mainland China led to the withdrawal of the 
bill in September. 

Young people are showing us the way. Can we allow them to accompany us?
Fr. Roland Coelho 
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14 Blessing of renovated Sarvajagatik Virakta Math Torangatti 

15 Meeting of St Paul’s School Management  Belagavi 

16 Jesuits and Families get together BJB, Old Goa 

21-23 Western Zone eco-workshop 
Nadiad, 
Gujarat 

23-29 JCSA Kathmandu 
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Schs Menoy D'Souza and Steven Almeida will 
be ordained deacons by His Grace, Bishop 
Thomas Dabre, the bishop of Pune, on 9 Feb, 
2020, at De Nobili College Chapel at 8:30 am.

The Diaconate Ordination of  Sch. Nigel 
Alphonso will be held on 22 February 2020 at 7.00 
am. The Diaconate will be conferred by His Grace, 
Most Rev Filipe Neri Ferrao., Archbishop of Goa, 
in the chapel of St. Britto's High School, Mapusa.

We wish Bro Thomas D'Souza and Fr Prakash 
Figredo all the best as they leave for Rome to 
attend a “Renewal Program for Missionaries”.

This is to inform you that Mr. George P Jacob has 
joined our Province Development Office from 1 Jan 
2020.

We are back to base after spending a month in our 
places of ministries. We came back with memorable 
experiences which have led to a change of heart, 
increase in zeal, and fully inspired by the various 
experiments we were involved in. In sharing our 
experiences we learned from each other and this 
exercise allowed us to relive these memories afresh.

We presented the history of our respective 
provinces. Jude dealt with the early history of Goa 
Province whereas Jose dealt with the humble 
beginnings of our institutes. We are grateful to 
Gregory, for his recently published book that was a 
real source of information. It was an enriching 
experience to know the different initiatives and 
creative ministries that we in the Assistancy are 
involved in. It was an inspiration and confidence 
building exercise to learn from each other and to 
experience fellowship with others from the different 
corners of our country.

Finally the day arrived for an overnight visit to the 
Novitiate, Juniorate and the Tulana (Meditation 
centre) of the Sri Lanka Jesuits. We got the 
opportunity to visit the Gospel city where the life of 
Jesus is depicted through various carvings. The 
most touching scene was the sight of the exposition 

of the Blessed Sacrament in a boat that was floating 
on the river. Indeed it was a great spiritual 
experience for all of us. We visited the shrine of Our 
Lady of Lanka where St. Joseph Vaz had once 
visited and the museum of St Joseph Vaz that is 
adjacent to the shrine. 

On 16 January, we were in for a surprise as the 
community specifically honoured us on the 
occasion of the feast of St. Joseph Vaz. Jude and 
Jose cut the cake at the special dinner that was 
hosted on the occasion of the feast. The best part of 
the celebrations was the festive volleyball match 
between the 'Oversmart natives of Moira' v/s 
'Undersmart natives of Benaulim'. Both the villages 
have something common among them, the village 
of Benaulim is connected to Joseph Vaz as it is his 
birth place.

We had a session based on the UAPs and have begun 
with the study of the Constitutions. On the weekend 
we visited the Tea factory in the nearby village of 
Gampola. Mass in Tamil was offered for the owner 
and the Christian staff of the factory. 

Keep us in your prayers as we do in ours. 

Mogasum !!!!

Frs Jose Silveira & Jude Carrasco

ANNOUNCEMENTS

NEWS FROM SRI LANKA
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According to the mind of St. Ignatius, the novitiate 
is a time for experiments and the purpose of these 
experiments is to find God in all things, to grow in 
humility, to inculcate the spirit of service, and to 
discern one's vocation. With this in mind, we the 
second year novices of XTC began our mission 
experiment in mid October 2019. We were sent to 
various mission stations such as: Shrirampur, Nasik 
– MPSM, and Belewadi. In Shrirampur, Noel, 
Ashley and Vishal had a very fruitful mission 
experience under the guidance of Fr. Joe Gaikwad, 
the Parish Priest of Loyola Sadan. In Belewadi, 
Swapnil, Rohan and Pradip had an enriching and 
inspiring experience of inter-religious dialogue, 
among the non Catholics guided by a lay person, 
Guru Santaji Lobo. They were impressed by his 
dedication and commitment towards this particular 
mission. Cajetan, Joswalt and Joel went to Nasik – 
MPSM. Here the novices helped the MPSM team in 
conducting a camp for children and teachers. The 
general feeling was that these experiences were 
stirring and thought provoking and instilled in us 
the missionary zeal to serve the Lord and His 
people. 

With enthusiasm and trusting in God's providence 
we began our pilgrimage; walking and seeking alms 
on our way to Old Goa. It was really a heart-touching 
experience for all of us. We experienced God's 
abundant graces and His providence. After three 
and half days, on 21 Nov 2019 we reached our 
destination – The Basilica of Bom Jesus, Old Goa. 
Here we offered a thanksgiving mass at the 
mausoleum of St. Francis Xavier. At the Bom Jesus 

Basilica, during the days of the novenas and on the 
feast day, we helped out in various works such as 
writing mass intentions, ushering, and distribution 
of communion. We experienced spiritual graces 
and inspiration seeing the faith of the lay people, 
and their love for St. Francis Xavier. This pastoral 
experience helped us to deepen our faith.

nd
While the 2  year novices were undertaking their 
experiments, the first year novices underwent their 
month's long retreat. Initially they were anxious but 
as they began their faith journey with the Lord, they 
experienced blessings and graces. During the 
retreat they experienced purging from their old self 
and the celebration of new life and transformation. 
It was a heart transforming experience. During the 
second week of December, Fermin explained to us 
the dynamics of the Spiritual Exercises.

The Christmas season at XTC was prayerful, joyful 
and peace filled. Many parishioners from the 
villages around joined us for the celebration. The 
first year novices had put up a skit titled: “Modern 
time Christmas,” followed by the solemn Mass 
celebrated by Fr. Vijay Chokhar. During the 
Christmas week, we had our Community Day 
celebrations from 26 to 31 December. The novices 
participated in various activities like: fun games, 
table tennis, football, a barbeque party with a DJ in 
attendance, and a picnic to the Desur Fort. The 
second year novices assisted at their respective 
parishes for the Christmas and New Year 
celebrations. The New Year midnight mass at XTC 
was celebrated by Seby while Pedro, rendered the 
homily. 

Nov Joswalt Noronha

NEWS FROM XTC
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Life here in the Juniorate has been very interesting; 
it has been a time of immense learning and 
deepening our knowledge.  We celebrated 
Christmas with great joy and welcomed Christ in 
our hearts. During this time we went around carol 
singing and visiting our neighbours. As a 
community we spent the Christmas week with many 
activities and cherished an outing to “Essel World.” 

We began the New Year 2020, spending time in 
deep silence and reflection, rejuvenating ourselves 
with a new sprit and fervour, under the guidance of 
Fr. Jerry (BOM). We renewed our Vows on 4 Jan 
2020. Presently various courses are being 
conducted and we are grateful to our formators for 
providing us many opportunities to excel in our 
growth. 

One of the high lights of the many courses we 
undertook was the one on 'Film Appreciation and 
M e d i a , '  h e l d  a t  X a v i e r  I n s t i t u t e  o f 
Communication. It was a time when we got a 
working knowledge in a “LIVE NEWS ROOM.” 
Our hidden talents surfaced and each of us came out 
as budding reporters and future editors. As the 
months unfold we are now busy preparing ourselves 
to stage our Annual Drama for this year. Do keep us 
in prayer.

Junior Irivo Joao

The community of Christ Niwas witnessed a lot of 
activities as they bid farewell to the old year and 
welcomed the New Year. Tom Chenakala and 
Velenson paid a visit to the people of Ankalgi, 
Gunginmaradi, and Sawalgi, to celebrate mass 
during the Christmas week and to cater to the 
spiritual needs of the people.

On 27 December, Jana Jagran had its Christmas 
family get-together for the volunteers, benefactors 
and their family members. The event began with a 
prayer service conducted by the staff members, 
followed by games and meals. Joe Chenakala 
thanked all the volunteers for their services and the 
efforts they put in to uplift the people.

Reginald had undergone minor surgery and is 
now back on his feet. Thanks to the support of the 
St. Paul and Xavier Farm communities. We are also 
grateful to the sisters of Nirmal Nagar who took care 
of Reggie, giving him special attention and making 
sure his stay was comfortable.

Velenson underwent a rural exposure program, 
arranged by Tom with Phirjai and Shankar, who 
are active staff members of Jana Jagran. He got a 
first-hand experience of the works and the projects 
undertaken in Rajegoli, Ninganhatti, Talwar, and 
Bekengiri.

On 12 January, a one-day camp was conducted for 
the children of the nearby villages. 85 children from 
8 villages attended the program. The parish priest 
of Madhanbhavi, Fr William, rendered his service 
and ensured the smooth running of the program

MBA students from St.  Aloysius College, 
Mangaluru, visited the community for their rural 
exposure program. Tom Chenakala along with 

NEWS FROM THE JUNIORATE IN MUMBAI NEWS FROM NESARGI
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the college staff, initiated the orientation program. 
They visited the Deshnur Math, following which the 
students were sent to the villages in smaller groups 
for their exposure programme.

thMenino celebrated his 60  birthday at the Math. 
Fourteen priests were present to concelebrate the 
thanksgiving mass which was followed by an inter-
religious meet. The event was graced by Swami 
Madiwal Rojyohandra from Kittur and Mulla 
Tanvir Mujawar from Davanur. After the cutting of 
the cake, meals were served for all the people who 
participated in the function. 

Sch Velenson Monteiro

Pratap was invited for the second consecutive year 
to celebrate Konknni Mass and preach at the 
novenas at Vengurla Church from 1 to 9 December. 
The Feast was on 10 December.

Pratap was the Chief Guest and distributed prizes to 
the pre-primary students of St. Theresa High 

thSchool, Vengurla on 7  December.

Pratap conducted a Konknni course of 35 hours at 
Mangaluru for Dr (Sr) Alexandria Wolochuk a 
Dominican nun from New York, USA. She is a 
professor of English in their College. She wanted to 
do research on Konknni speaking Catholics of the 
Mangaluru Diocese. Since she knew Linguistics, 
International Phonetic Alphabet, and Language 
Teaching Learning Methods; it was rather easy to 
explain to her the Konknni grammar structures.

Pratap was invited by the Milagres College, 
Mangaluru to give a lecture to the B.Com students 
who have opted for Konknni as a second language. 
He was well appreciated by the principal and the 
students.

During his stay at Mangaluru, Fr. Valerian 
Fernandes, the Editor of the New Missal in Konknni 
(in Kannada script), approached Pratap to consult 
with him regarding the Konknni words and 
grammatical questions related to the Missal.

Fr Pratap Naik

Thomas Stephens Konknni Kendr, Alto Porvorim, 
thheld its “30  ANTONIO PEREIRA KONKNNI 

PUROSKAR CEREMONY” on 11 January, 2020, 
on its lush green well decorated and illumined 
courtyard. The ceremony began with a Prayer dance 
performed by students from Majorda. Those who 
had contributed towards the growth of the Konknni 
language in Romi script during the calendar year 
were felicitated by the Kendr. They were given a 
memento, a citation, a shawl, and cash award. 

The following awards were given: “The 2020 
Antonio Pereira Konknni Puroskar”, of the Kendr 
was bestowed on Mr. Michael Jude Gracias, from 
Majorda, a multi-faceted personality on the tiatr 
stage, a writer, skilled director, lyricist, composer, 
musician, drama critic, and a poet. “The 2019 
Valerio Carvalho Konknni Puroskar”, award was 
sponsored by Mr. Roque Carvalho, Mapusa, in 
memory of his father. The award for the female 
Konknni writer was given to Ms Joyce D' Silva e De 
Souza from Pilerne. “The 2019 Dr. Jack Sequeira 
Konknni Puroskar”, instituted by Fr. Conceicão D' 
Silva to encourage Goans to produce literary works 
in Konknni was awarded to Mr. Daniel F. De Souza 
from Vasco. “The 2019 Maria Afonso Konknni 
Puroskar”, instituted by Fr. Ave Maria Afonso, in 
memory of his mother for the contribution to 
Konknni by a priest / religious was bestowed on Fr. 
Soccoro Rebello from Chinchinim. “The 2019 Fr. 
Casmiro D' Mello Konknni Puroskar”, instituted by 
him for a Goan Social Activist was conferred on Fr. 
Eremito Rebelo, from Cavelosim and, “The 2019 
Martir Floriano Vaz Konknni Puroskar”, instituted 
by the Kendr for the best Konknni book of the 
calendar year in Romi script, was given to Mr. Savio 

LOYOLA HALL, MIRAMAR

NEWS FROM TSKK
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Pinto, from Nagoa, for his book 'Patkachi Savlli.' 

The Kendr also gave out scholarships to deserving 
and meritorious students such as: “The Helen 
Baptista scholarship”, sponsored by Mr. Lourdes  
Baptista, was given to two students, a boy and a girl, 
whose mother tongue is neither Konknni nor 
Marathi but have taken Konknni as their third 
language at the high school level. “The Quadros 
Family Scholarship”, instituted by Mr. Vincy 
Quadros, was given to a catholic student who had 
scored the highest marks in Konknni in the school 
e x a m i n a t i o n .  “ T h e  J o a o  &  I l d a  A g u i a r 
Scholarship”, sponsored by the Rodrigues family 
from Porvorim, was given to a catholic student of 
Porvorim, who had scored highest marks in 
Konknni  in  the  higher  secondary  school 
examination, conducted by the Goa Board of High 
and Higher Secondary School, Alto Betim. “The 
Lourenco and Ubelina scholarship”, sponsored by 
late Lourenco and Ubelina family, was given to a 
deserving catholic student of St. Xavier Higher 
Secondary School, who had taken Konknni as a 
language of study at the higher secondary school 
level. 

The ceremony was well attended by Konknni lovers, 
which included a number of previous year's 
puroskar recipients. They were well entertained by 
the melodious voices of singers arranged by Mr. 

thMichael Gracias. This year being the 400  death 
anniversary of Fr. Thomas Stephens, a special song, 
'Fr. Thomas Stephens, salam tuka', composed by 
Mr. Michael Gracias, was also sung. 

On this occasion, a book, “Fr. Thomas Stephens, a 
Visionary Scholar”, was released at the hands of the 
Chief Guest, Mr. Tomazinho Cardozo, President of 
Dalgado Konkani Academy. In his address he spoke 
of the need to preserve our language. The whole 
ceremony was compered by Fr. Ave Maria Afonso, 
the parish priest of Mother of God Church, Majorda 
and Dr. Janet Fernandes, lecturer at St. Xavier's 
College, Mapusa. Apollo, the Director of the Kendr 
welcomed the audience while Kelwin rendered the 
Vote of Thanks.

Fr. Apolinario Cardozo

December and January were months of joy and 
th

newness. On 13  Dec., Xavier Retreat House hosted 
the meeting of ministers and treasurers. They were 
commended for taking care of their community 
members as well as maintaining the accounts and 
keeping records of the properties. They were 
enlightened by the provincial' Roland and 
Anderson with regards to Cura Personalis. In the 
evening there was a meeting of young priests. It was 
a time to relax amidst the serene surroundings, 
recollect and share their joys and challenges. The 
provincial based his talk on the theme: “Taken, 
Bless, Broken and Given”, connecting it with the 
UAPs. It was a wonderful time coming together, 
sharing and listening to each other's stories. All 
returned to their communities and apostolates 
enriched and enthused to give more of themselves 
to the mission of the Lord.

We attended the Calangute Deanery Christmas 
recollection:“Word Became Flesh.” It was a blessed 
time coming together with priests and religious 
sisters of the Deanery, exchanging Christmas 
greetings. The Christmas and New Year Mass was 
organized at the Xavier Retreat, venue and was well 
attended. Jovito was the main celebrant and 
preached the Christmas message. The New Year 
Mass was celebrated by Malcolm and John 
ushered in the New Year through his preaching. 

Towards the end of the month of December, four 
Holy Spirit congregation sisters, who were 
celebrating their 25 years of commitment were here 
to do their retreat. Jovito guided them for six days 
on the theme: “Gratitude is the best attitude.”

On 19 Jan, the volunteers from Old Goa, were over 
guests for the day They went back happy, relaxed 
and renewed in spirit.

Xavier Retreat House is now under CCTV 
surveillance; yet you are welcome to Baga – “Come 
to Baga, Stay in Baga, Bagahamarihai.”

Fr Jovito D'Souza

BAGA: DOWN BY THE RIVER SIDE
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On 22 December 2019 an inter-class and inter-
house notice board and star making competition 
was organized on the theme of 'Christmas'. On 21 
December, under the guidance of Fr Cecil, the 
students of all faiths put up a meaningful play, sang 
melodious carols and spread the message of love, 
peace and harmony. A beautiful crib with the 
message, “Conservation of Environment and 
Peace”, prepared by Mr. Karu Wagh, Cecil and the 
support staff was displayed in the school campus 
and the Jesuit House. Large crowds visited the cribs 
during the Christmas week. 

th
St. Paul successfully organized the 54  edition of the 
Fr. Eddie Memorial Football Tournament. This year 
there were 18 teams participating. Former Paulite 
and Manager of St. Paul's, Fr Ronald D'Souza 
was the Chief Guest. Phoenix School, Honaga 
emerged the winners. 

On 3 January 2020, our students actively 
participated in a Thanksgiving Mass along with the 
staff and students of St. Joseph's Convent High 
School, Belgaum. Fr Shawn D'Souza, Principal of 
Xavier Technical Institute, Khanapur was the main 
celebrant. In his homily Shawn requested the 
students to open their hearts to God's calling and 
join the priesthood or religious life. He also 
instructed the students to be sincere and faithful in 
all that they do.

Students from Std I to X enrolled themselves for the 
SDF - International Olympiad Examinations in 
d i f ferent  subjects  l ike  Engl ish ,  Sc ience , 
Mathematics, General Knowledge and Computers. 
These exams will help them to know where they 
stand in a particular subject in comparison to the 
local, state, national, and international levels.

th
The 7  edition of “Rev. Fr. Patrick D'Lima, under 13 
I n t e r - S c h o o l  C r i c k e t  T o u r n a m e n t ” ,  w a s 
inaugurated on 14 January 2020 by Ronald 
D'Souza, Manager of  St.  Paul 's  and Mr. 
Nandkumar Malatwadkar, a former Ranji Trophy 
player were the Guests of Honour. Anthony 
Pereira Principal of Milagres School, Khanapur 
was the Chief Guest at the Finals. The Principal and 
Chief Guest addressed our budding cricketers, 
motivated them and instructed them to play in the 

true spirit of the game. Ten schools participated in 
this prestigious tournament and KLS school was the 
winner this year.

th
St Paul's organized the 4  edition of “The Junior 
Kronos 2020”, an inter-school literary and cultural 
fest for the primary school students of 12 
neighbouring schools of Belagavi city on 22 January 
2020. Mathew Bardeskar, Principal of St. Paul's 
Primary School, Sangargalli, was the Chief Guest. 
This fest proved to be a perfect platform wherein the 
students were given a golden opportunity to display 
their talents, creativity and verbal skills in the form 
of dance, singing, vegetable carving, rangoli with 
petals, best out of waste, flower arrangement, and 
fancy dress. Little Scholars School won the General 
Championship. 

Fr Cecil Fernandes

99 years and still counting - everyone was 
excited to celebrate the birthday of Epiphanio 
Dias. They prayed that the Lord keeps him in good 
health to complete his well deserved century. The 
day began with the Eucharist and during the 
interval the staff celebrated his birthday. The OBA 
turned up in the evening and the day ended with a 
fellowship meal for the large gathering of Jesuits 
present; no one wanted to miss this day and the 
occasion. 

The Christmas vacations were a time to attend to 
the renovation of the school building. The school 
Annual Day was celebrated on 11 January on the 
school ground. The theme of the Annual Day was: 
“Building Relationships through Service.” The 
Chief Guest was Mr. Sagar Salgaocar (CMO Geno 
Pharmaceuticals), Mapusa; an ex-student of the 
school. The well-executed programme was 

NEWS FROM ST PAUL'S, BELAGAVI
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appreciated by the large gathering. 

St. Britto was awarded the first place among the 
Mapusa schools for collecting the highest number of 
paper bags prepared by the students. The 
competition was organised by the Rotary Club, 
Mapusa. The awards were given during the 
Republic Day celebrations held in Mapusa.

St. Mary's High School had their annual sports on 
our ground in the month of December and so too, 
G.S. Amonkar Vidya Mandir, Mapusa, made use of 
our ground to conduct their mock fire evacuation 
drill. It was our joy to share our ground by our 
neighbouring schools in their time of need.

An interclass chart competition was held in the 
school on 24 January. The topic for the competition 
was: “The Fundamental Rights and Duties 
enshrined in our Constitution." The Directorate of 
Health Services and Urban Health Centre, Mapusa, 
organised a magic show for the students. Through 
the use of magic the students learnt the importance 
of taking care of their health, personal hygiene, how 
to avoid social evils, and how to choose a good circle 
of friends. The students enjoyed the show and found 
it very entertaining and enlightening.

The Consumer Club of the school along with the 
students of Std Xs organised an assembly on Road 
Safety. The theme for the assembly was: "Bringing 
Change through Youth Power." St Britto High 
School organised a CYCLING TRIP to Pomburpa, 
under the “Fit India Cycle Week.” Mr Pavan and 
Denzil Rodrigues with 10 others participated in 
the trip. The main motive behind the trip was to 
create awareness among the public regarding the 
importance of being and keeping fit.

Fr Cedric Fernandes

21 Dec 2019, marked the closing of the celebrations 
of the Platinum Jubilee of Loyola High School. At 
9.00 a.m. the Thanksgiving Mass was held at Grace 
Church. The main celebrant was the Provincial of 
Goa Province, Fr. Roland Coelho. In his own 
homily he got the congregation of students involved 
in an interactive manner. The choir was conducted 
by Amit with the School and Higher Secondary 
students. After the communion service, Mrs. 
Shantal sang with great gusto 'The Impossible 
Dream'. She moved the congregation with great 
emotion through her heartfelt rendition of the song. 
Some of our Jesuits (ex-students of Loyola) 
concelebrated at the Eucharist. 

Later in the morning, we have the laying of the 
foundation stone for our Multipurpose Complex at 
the site across the railway track, which is presently 
our football ground. The Provincial, Roland 
blessed the foundation stone.  Many queries are 
floating around as to what we intend to construct 
and we are keeping everyone guessing. The steering 
committee is also tight lipped but it won't be long 
before the project envisioned will see the light of day 
once plans are accepted and construction 
c o m m e n c e s .  I n  t h e  e v e n i n g ,  a  v a r i e t y 
entertainment programme was held and mementos 
were given to all the present staff members who 
have put in two years of service in the Institute. The 
retired teachers were also offered a memento at the 
hands of the Provincial. The Principal in his address 
gave a brief description of the events that were held 
as part of the celebration of the Jubilee year. (These 
events have been recorded in previous issues of the 
JIVIT). 

Christmas season dawned and the place was well 
decorated with a star handing from every arch of the 
building. The theme for the Christmas midnight 
service was: “Divine Incarnates in us. When the 
divine incarnates in us, then Christ is born.” The 
main celebrant for the midnight service was 
Kelwin who kept the congregation enthralled 
though his homily; no fire and brimstone. Amit 
conducted the choir with the help of our students. 

At the New Year's midnight mass, the main 
celebrant was Amit. He spoke of the role of Our 
Lady and of her being a model for us to follow. The 
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choir was led by Mr. Ian Colaco, a regular 
parishioner for our daily morning masses. For both 
the services the Prayers of the Faithful was centred 
around the 4 Universal Apostolic Preferences 
having recourse to Jesus on Christmas midnight 
service and to Mary on New Year's Day, it being the 
feast of Mary, Mother of God. Simon worked extra 
hard over the week, making numerous trips on his 
bike to make sure that all logistics in the quadrangle, 
the residence and the kitchen was well attended to, 
so has to make it a joyful time for the community 
members. We are grateful to Simon. 

Willy and Basil were honoured with a memento 
for their service to mankind by the proprietor of 
'Brain Box Institute'; a very grateful parent for what 
the Institute has done for his son. The occasion was 
held on the banks of River Sal at Seamen's Nest at 
Assolna. Besides some doctors and police personnel 
were also felicitated. 

The CAA (Citizen Amendment Act) had its effect at 
Loyola. Basil celebrated his birthday over three 
days. Simon postponed his birthday celebrations 
and Willy has preponed his celebrations. No one 
knows what's cooking! 

From 17 to 19 January, Simon, Willy and Mr. 
thEmanuel de J. Furtado, attended “The 9  Jesuit 

Alumni National Congress”, held at St. Joseph's 
Campus at Trichirappalli, Tamil Nadu. There were 
over 650 Alumni/ae at the Meet. Besides meetings 
with Zonal representatives and the Governing 
Council members, a number of talks were held on 
the theme: “Networking for a Harmonious 
World.” The keynote address was delivered by 
Prof John Varghese (Principal of St. Stephen's 
College, Delhi). Some of the sessions: “Judiciary 
and Networking” by Hon'ble Justice K. Chandru 
(Former Judge, Madras High Court); “Organ 

Donation and Networking” by Fr. Jerry Rosario SJ; 
“Jesuit Education and Networking” by Fr. Felix Raj 
SJ; “Media and Networking” by Mr. R. Vijaya 
Sankar (Editor-in-Chief – THE HINDU GROUP); 
“Global Networking for Social Harmony” by Dr. 
Jebamalai Vinanchiarachi (Principal Secretary 
(Retd),  UNIDO, Vienna; “India's  Role in 
International Migration” by Dr. S. Irudaya Rajan 
(Professor, Centre for Development Studies, 
Trivandrum); “Networking in Gender Sensitization 
and Child Protection” by Ms Vaishali Janarthanan 
(Social Activitist, Vidhayak Bharti, Mumbai); 
“Opportunities in the Networked World” by CA. V. 
Ramakrishnan (Chief Financial Officer, TATA 
Consultancy Services, Mumbai); “Networking for a 
Safer & Disaster Resilient India” by Dr. V. 
Thiruppagazh, IAS (Additional Secretary and 
Advisor – NAMA, Ministry of Home Affairs, New 
Delhi). Apart from the rich inputs offered by the 
speakers, we all had two evenings of entertainment 
to feel relaxed after much cerebral overload. To help 
replenish hunger pangs we were served a variety of 
south Indian dishes. A word from the JAAI 
president, Mr. Devendra Singh was to try to make 
our ex-students associations more vibrant and to 
try and rope in ex-students to join their respective 
associations and follow JAAI's motto: “TO GIVE 
AND NOT TO COUNT THE COST.”  The National 
Congress was well organized by the ex-student 
associations of the Madurai Province and Chennai 
Mission and they do deserved abundant praises.

The latter part of the month of January is what 
students and teachers detest. The students with 
heads immersed in their books as they undertake 

rdthe 3  Formative exams and the Prelims whereas 
the teachers with armed with red pens to assess the 
papers obtaining some respite when howlers 
surface.

Fr Willy Rodrigues

February 2020
09 Rinald D'Souza                              
10 Leslie Francis  
12 William Rodrigues  
17 Colman de Souza                              
24 Pratapananda Naik  
24 Orville de Silva
25 Dėlio Mendonça   
 



GOA PROVINCE

JIVIT

Fr Joachim Marian D Mello S.J. passed away on 21 January 2020, 
in Barbados, Guyana. Fr Joachim was born on 7 October, 1952, in 
the village of Neura. He entered the Society of Jesus on 25 
August, 1974 and was ordained a priest on 3 May 1986. He was 
the principal of Loyola High School from 1997-2002. Before that 
he taught at St Britto's, Mapusa, and St Paul's, Belgaum. He was a 
committed Jesuit who enjoyed accompanying students on their 
path to enlightenment. He was a mentor and guide to many 
youngsters. He loved nature and was at ease with snakes, 
students thus gave him the title Snake man.

He went to Guyana, in 2002 for his sabbatical but stayed on to 
serve the people in that Region. He first started at St Pius Church in Georgetown but soon moved to the 
interior where he spent most of his earlier years. His last assignment was assistant to the parish priest at St 
Francis of Assisi in Barbados. We remember with gratitude what Fr Joachim did for the Church and the 
Society in India and in Guyana. He will also be remembered for his special dealing with students. Blending 
strictness and kindness.

Fr Merwin D'Souza

Fr Joachim Marian D Mello S.J.
1952-2020

Br. Pascoal Colaco (BOM), 78/55, passed away on 30 Dec, 2019, in Shirpur.  
Fr. Errol D'Lima (BOM) 77/61, passed away on 5 Jan, 2020, in Mumbai. 
Fr. Fidelis Jayabalan Packiam (AND), 71/55 passed away on 26 Jan, in Dindigul.
Br. Arockiasamy Sebastian, S.J. (MAD),72/52 passed away on  19 January, Madurai.
Fr. Thomas Pullenkave S.J.  (Kol), 80/37 passed away, 20 Jan, 2020 in Kolkata.
Fr. Joachim Marian D Mello S.J. (Goa) 68/46 passed away on 21 Jan, in Guyana. 

MEN WHO TOILED IN THE LORD’S VINEYARD

 February
01 Gregory D'Souza
03 Claude Saldanha
06 Franklin De Souza
08 Cajetan C. Coutinho
17 Jose Gil Vaz
18  Matthew Almeida
19 Sebastian Mascarenhas
19  Athanasius Vaz
25 Antonio L. Pereira
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