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FR. PROVINCIAL’S PROGRAM 
MARCH-2020 

08   Province Consult, 08.30 am, at  

Arrupe Niwas 

16   Churadohar, visitation 

17   Jamuniatanr, visitation 

18   Sahodaya, visitation 

19   Vivek Sadan visitation 

22   Budget Meeting 06.00 PM  

23   Pakripath, Visitation 

24   Tundtoli, visitation 

 

25 GB Meeting SXC, Mahuadanr  

              10.30 a.m. 

26   Chiropath, visitation 

27-29 Mahuadanr, visitation 

APRIL-2020 

02   Province Consult, Arrupe Niwas,                       
               08.30   a.m. 
20-21 St. Robert’s Sindur Visitation 
27-28 St. Xavier’s Hazaribag Visitation 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FROM AROUND THE PROVINCE 
BHURKUNDA    

Pathalgadi (erection of stone slate 
depicting family tree etc.) is a traditional 
custom of the Munda tribes. Such was the 
occasion with Fr. Primus Kerketta in his 
village to be ceremoniously attended by 
him and other priests of the area. Fr. 
Primus was adequately accompanied by 
his local team and as the report goes, it 
was very successful and was peacefully 
accomplished. Patratu lake resort and 
Patratu valley have attracted visitors and 
tourists of all hues and of far and wide. 
Some take this occasion to spend 
sometime to pray in our church and to 
dine at our place and visit the eye catching 

sights. In recent visitors' line were 
Apostolic Carmel (AC) and CMCs. ACs of 
Hazaribag with their entire staff came in 2' 
buses and CMCs came with their teachers 
and Fr. Christopher Kujur. Brand new 
'mandars (drums) and Missionary 
morrhas (reclining chairs made of 
bamboos and plastic straps) were much 
awaited pride possessions of our 
community, though devoid of legendary 
cane type. Iron tablets are a must in 
schools for class 6 and above classes, 
distributed freely by the Government. 
Classes 5, 6, and 7 will appear their board 
final examination for the first time this 
month. Other board exams passed out 

COMING EVENTS 2020 
Second Vocation Camp: 15 June 2020 to 30 June, 2020    

Place: Pakripath Parish, Netarhat 

Province Get-together   22-23 MAY, at St. Xavier’s Hazaribag. 
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favorably and well. Our students have 
excelled in Silverzone International 
Olympiads in Science, Maths, General 
Knowledge and International Talent Hunt 
winning 5 gold, 2 Silver and One bronze 
medals. Contest's language base is English 
and our students are of hindi medium, and 
yet have braved and some cracked it well. 
Bravo. 

 
BOKARO ST. XAVIER’S  

February marked the countdown to 
Fr. Tom Keogh’s permanent return to 
Australia. There were innumerable 
farewells: different sections of the school, 
alumni, religious communities and other 
well-wishers. On the one hand it felt good 
for Tom to know how much people loved 
and appreciated him and valued his 
contribution to their lives as well as to the 
school; on the other hand, all these 
farewells were strenuous. Fr. Arun Minj 
took great care to ensure that Tom was 
healthy and strong enough to undertake 
the long journey to Melbourne. On the eve 
of his departure, Frs. Sushil Lakra and 
Bob Slattery drove down to Bokaro to say 
good bye to him. On March 2nd Fr. PJ 
James and Mr. Anjan Sinha accompanied 
him to Ranchi airport. Sch. Arockia Sasi 
Kumar accompanied Tom all the way to 
the international terminal of Kolkata 
airport. Tom spoke to Arun both from 
Singapore, where he stayed till March 7th 
and upon arrival in Melbourne. 

The more painful farewell was that 
of Fr. Geoffrey Meagher, who part of the 
school was for 14 years since 1991. On 
March 5th the staff organised a prayer 
service in gratitude for the former 
Principal (1997-2005) who was 
recognised by them as ‘a noble person’, 
‘most spiritual’, ‘most sensitive to each 
person’s problems,’ ‘always positive’ and 
someone who ‘faced problems in a smiling 
way.’ The next day was declared a school 
holiday. A good number of the staff and 
some alumni and friends were present at 
the funeral in Sitagarha. 

On February 13, after five years, Fr. 
James had the relief of bringing to a 
closure the case filed against him by ABVP 
in Hazaribag. Fr. Provincial set his 
visitation the next day to be able to bid 
good bye to Fr. Tom before the JCSA 
meeting at Kathmandu. Fr. Arun used the 
extended Mahashivratri weekend to teach 
the novices at Sitagarha. 

The school exams began on 
February 10th lasted about two weeks. The 
ICSE/ISC exams started on February 4. 
Meanwhile, classes started on 4th March 
for Std X and XII. On the 8th Sr. Manjula 
FCC left Bokaro after serving as Vice 
Principal of the Social Service School for 
about five months. The Hindi section 
reopened on the 11th. Orientation session 
for the parents of the new Preparatory 
class was held on 29 February. The first 
day of Prep class will be on March 18. All 
others begin their new academic session 
on 19th.  A new Enterprise Resource 
Planning [ERP] system for better 
management of the school has been set up 
and training sessions for the staff are 
under way. Parents also will be invited to 
join the sessions after the school reopens. 
Fr. Arun and two other teachers are 
confined in the evaluation centre for ISC 
English in the school. 

 
HAZARIBAG, ARRUPE NIWAS 

The team members of the 
Assistancy Development Office who visited 
Arrupe suggested that complete 
information be given on the non- formal 
schools that the Province is running so 
that a source of funding may possibly be 
found. Therefore Fr. Bob and his assistant 
Sushil Bhengra have started visiting these 
schools. The five schools run by the Tarwa 
unit have been visited and 16 schools run 
by Prerena. There are still at least 20 more 
schools run by Prerena to be visited and 
then schools in other areas.  These two 
hour schools are trying to make up for the 
minimum knowledge the students get in 
government or private run schools, and 
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the children who are suffering are from 
very poor families, usually bhuiyas. 

Fr. Geoff Meagher’s elder brother, 
Robert, and two of his sisters, Helen and 
Michelle stayed with us after being with 
Geoff in the Calcutta hospital till his death. 
They were at the funeral, and left on 9th 
March. 

Two nieces of the late Fr. Lou 
Lachal, Kathleen Marcelle Maclurcan and 
Mary Brabenec are visiting the old 
stamping of their uncle. Mary and 
Kathleen have for many years been key 
supporters of the Hazaribag Jesuits mainly 
through their work annually for the 
Maytime Fair. 

Fr. Gyan went to Daltonganj and 
Mahuadanr for Budget meetings and came 
with gratitude for all the works our men 
are doing. 

Fr. Francis went to Pune with Frs. 
John Tirkey, Roshan kerketta & Vinod 
Toppo to attend a programme on Advance 
Finance management. He also went to 
Bokaro, Patki and PTEC Sitagarha for the 
budget meetings.  Every Saturday and 
Sunday he is busy with his degree classes 
at Radha Govind university   Ramgharh. 

We deeply mourn the demise of Fr. 
Geoff who was a very energetic and lively 
member of the province. We were all 
surprised, when he was diagnosed with an 
advanced cancer.  

We are very grateful to the doctors 
and sisters of Holy Family Koderma for 
taking care of Fr. Geoff during his stay at 
the hospital. Many thanks to Fr. Tony 
Herbert and Fr. Saju Bastian who 
accompanied Geoff at the crucial moments 
of his life and thanks to Fr. Theodore and  
Mr. Celsius Kanddulna who rendered 
loving service to Geoff. 

We express our gratitude to all the 
doctors and nurses at Medanta Ranchi and 
Tata Medical Centre Kolkata. Our heartfelt 
thanks to many BOXANS and HOXANS for 
their visit and the fathers of Xavier 
University Kolkota who visited Fr. Geoff 
and provided accommodation for Fr. Saju. 

HAZARIBAG, ANKUR 
The month began with a pilgrimage 

cum picnic to Dhori Mata and Kajarkilo. It 
helped the candidates to grow in their 
spirituality. We enjoyed Jesuit hospitality 
at Kajarkilo. We won the friendly football 
match played against the players of 
Kajarkilo.  

This time 10 of our candidates 
wrote Intermediate exams, 5 from 
Hazaribag and 5 from Chaibasa. Fr. Anand 
guided an annual retreat to the pre-
candidates of the Holy Cross. On 22nd of 
February we had a recollection day for our 
candidates here. Thanks to Fr. 
Christopher Kujur for accepting our 
invitation and helping our candidates to 
deepen their faith and call. At the 
beginning of this month Sch. Markus went 
to make his recollection to Charhi. Fr. 
Cyril went to Ranchi to meet his doctor. 
One day we were so happy to have Fr. 
Arun Minj with us. The candidates are 
learning to play basketball game very well. 
On one of the Sundays they had a 
basketball match between the Intensive 
English Course group and the rest of the 
Ankurites.  

    
HAZARIBAG, ST. XAVIER’S 

With annual exams finished, the 
teachers were busy with corrections, 
report cards, and class lists for the new 
session to open on 25 March. Meantime 
CBSE exams are going on. St. Xavier’s is a 
centre, with teachers being rostered for 
invigilation. 

With the four new classrooms in 
the junior school building ready for 
occupation there will be five Prep. sections 
from 2020. An external stairway is under 
construction to facilitate access and 
dispersal for the upstairs classes. 

Jubilee Time: On 15 March St 
Xavier’s shared the joy of the fifty golden 
years of service of the Sisters of Mercy of 
the Holy Cross in the Dioceses of 
Hazaribag and Daltonganj. On 16th Frs. 
Rosner Xalxo and Bill Dwyer went to 
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Lokai to join in the Golden Jubilee Mass of 
four Clarist Sisters. Among them was Sr. 
Caroline who had joined the staff of St. 
Xavier’s in 1980 as the first Vice-principal 
of the junior school, and with her two 
companions were the first religious Sisters 
on the school staff.  

The school acknowledges its debt 
to the Apostolic Carmel who ‘loaned’ Sister 
Maxentia for a few months in 1980 to set 
up the junior school as an administrative 
until the Clarists were able to come. She 
handed on her years of experience as Head 
Mistress of a parish school in Australia to 
join with Sister Caroline’s experience in 
the parish school in Nawada - a successful 
blend. 

Fr. Manoj’s health continues to 
improve. He recently entertained some of 
his relatives. He was accompanied by his 
cousin - Sr. Premkumari DSA (Calcutta) 
who is working in Pisa, Italy – on a visit to 
his family in Balidih. 

 
HAZARIBAG, PRERANA 

Frs. Christopher and Shyju 
attended the two days extended Province 
consult held at the Arrupe Niwas. Fr. 
Solomon SJ from Bagaicha and his team 
reached Prerana to assess the Lok Manch 
activities. Fr. Thomas Rodrigues’ forest 
case instituted when he was in TTI, which 
was for 24,000.00 and was settled at 
12,000.00 and a 1,000.00 fee to the lawyer. 
We had a pre budget session on 08th. It 
was attended by our Sisters as well. Fr. 
Shyju took a one day class for the PTEC 
trainees on legal matters. 

Our budget scrutiny was done by 
Fr. George Thomas on 17th and 18th. Frs. 
Shyju, Xavier and Arun went to Pakripath 
for the Jubilee Celebration and on the way 
back they went to Medanta Hospital to see 
Fr. Geoff off to Kolkotta for treatment.  Fr. 
Christopher gave recollection for our 
Ankur candidates. Fr. Shyju went with 
others and met the Chief Minister and 
discussed matters concerning our 
educational institutions. 

P.T.E.C., GURWA, SITAGARHA 
During the month of March in different 
units of PTEC was a time of annual 
examinations, new admissions and 
budgeting. The community had two 
rounds of meetings to discuss about the 
next budgets for different units. The final 
discussion on various unit-wise budgets 
was with Fr. Francis Marian. The 
community appreciates the presence and 
helps of Fr. Francis M. on stream-lining 
the budgets of the PTEC. Fr. Vincent had a 
time out on one of the weekends to meet 
Fr. Geoff before he said good-bye to all of 
us. Fr. Sibrus made use of the Holi 
vacations to visit Chechari valley and 
renew his old memories of Tundtoli. 

Fr. Silas Minj successfully installed 
a new steam cooking system in the boys’ 
hostel. Now, the cooking has become 
environmental friendly, quicker and less 
expensive. Fr. Silas is happy with the initial 
performance of the system and he has 
started training some boys to handle the 
cooking in any urgency. 

After the board examinations for 
different classes, Fr. Sibrus Barwa started 
the new admissions for class IX students. 
He has admitted around 90 students and 
he aims to admit more than 100. 
Meantime, Fr. Sibrus also is preparing for 
class XI admissions and this time he plans 
to start Science stream (MPC group). So, 
St. Xavier’s Plus 2  High School, Sitagarha 
will have two streams – Arts and Science 
from session 2020-21. A very best wish to 
Fr. Sibrus. 

 Fr. Leo at Loyola English School 
just finished new admissions for Prep 
class. Then,  Leo also recruited five new 
teachers for different subjects since the 
number of the students is increasing. Leo 
is grateful to Fr. Sibrus for finding the lost 
keys of Loyola English School.  

At PTEC, Fr. Vincent accompanied 
the second year students to an educational 
tour to Jaipur-Jaisalmer-Jodhpur. It was a 
unique experience for all staff and 
students; a visit to the Thar Desert was a 
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dream come true. For two nights the staff 
and students stayed in the desert village 
camp experiencing the toughness of life of 
the locals. Meantime, Fr. Francis Indwar 
guarded the fort and accompanied Sr. 
Alma H.C. with a seminar for the first year 
students. Now, the College is getting ready 
for the celebration of St. Joseph’s Day on 
19th March, the patron saint of the college. 

 
SAHODAYA COMMUNITY 

Sahodaya School had an eventful 
month. It was the centre for class 8th, 9th 
and 10th board examinations. The 
Diocesan Mahila Sangh had its annual 
convention in the campus the women 
enjoyed their stay here.  Chainpur Block 
organised sports day for government 
schools in our school ground. The School 
had managing committee meetings of high 
school and middle school separately and 
then a combined parents meeting.  

The Students had inter-house quiz 
competitions. There was inspection of the 
Middle School for government recognition. 
All the requirements are fulfilled and Sr. 
Amala CIC, the headmistress of the school 
hopes to get the favourable result. The 
Jesuit community had preparatory 
meeting before Fr. Gyan came for budget 
meeting. Fr. Pius Kerketta came with his 
staff and students from Kajarkilo on an 
educational tour to Mahuadanr and stayed 
with us for a night. 

Frs. Moris Ekka and Lawrence 
Tirkey attended the extended consult in 
Hazaribag while Schol. Nelson Lakra took 
good care of the campus and the hostel. Fr. 
Lawrence Tirkey gave a talk in Shadi 
Seminar at Sadhana Sadan. He participated 
in the silver Jubilee of Pakripath parish. 

 
ST. STANISLAUS COLLEGE, SITAHARHA 

The month began with 
participating in the Extended Consult and 
Frs. Patras, Anil, Ignatius, and Tom 
Venad joined them.  Fr. Nicholas,  
requested Fr. Philemon to offer Mass  for 
Ghato faithful as he had to join the 

extended consult. On 3rd Fr. Tom Venad 
moved to RTC Tarunoday for three weeks 
to teach Mark’s Gospel. He also went to 
Lokai for the Jubilee celebration of the FCC 
Sisters as the chief celebrant. Amidst his 
busy life Fr. Vinod visited his father who 
is with his brother in Ranchi on 5th. Fr. 
Francis Lopez joined the community on 
the 9th February after a long- home visit. 
Fr. Verghese Thamara recovered from 
his leg injury and is balancing his 
treasurer work with the spiritual ministry 
in the campus. Fr. Augustine is mostly in 
his room due to his wound in his leg and is 
recovering slowly. Br. Michael and Br. 
Lawrence are very regular for the 
morning mass. Br. Michael has stopped 
coming to the refectory for breakfast. We 
celebrated the 88th birthday of Fr. Camille 
Kujur on 24th February. He seems to be 
playing another long innings with his 
spontaneous jokes and laughter.  

Fr. Santosh Minj, made his Annual 
Visitation from 10th - 12th this month. He 
met all the members and every section of 
the house. The Novices and the Juniors 
also had the chance to meet him.  

 On 16th the CRI meeting was 
organized by President Fr. Patras Tirkey, 
in the Tertianship Block. The theme was: 
“The Effects and Impacts of NPR, CAB, 
CAA, and NRC”. The participants' number 
was very unexpectedly above 95. The 
Team of Lawyers from Ranchi enlightened 
on the theme and finally, Fr. Philemon 
Tirkey showed some video clips to 
summarize the talks. 
 A new basketball is under 
construction for the juniors. 
Novitiate:  Fr. Anil Aind, was busy 
arranging the parishes for the novices for 
their parish ministry. The novices are in 
Bhurkunda, Chatra, Danto, Jamuari, Hario, 
and Khorhar, where they go on Saturday 
to help out and contribute to the parish 
and every possible way i.e. singing, 
catechism classes, visiting and meeting the 
faithful. 
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  Novice Markus Besra decided to 
leave the Novitiate and was accompanied 
by Fr. Prabodh to his home.  Prabodh is 
improving the kitchen garden. He is 
regularly feeding us fresh vegetables from 
the novitiate garden. 

Some novices have had Typhoid 
and were admitted to Holy Cross Hospital 
Tarwa. The novices and the Master 
extended their generosity being part of the 
choir group to the Golden Jubilee of the 
Holy Cross Indian Province on 15th Feb. 
Soon after this, the Master Anil Aind was 
in demand for the singing organization of 
the Silver Jubilee of Pakripath Parish. Sr. 
Neelam H.C. gave catechism classes for the 
Novices before they set out for the Lenten 
ministry. Fr. Arun Minj, Vice-Principal St. 
Xavier’s Bokaro, gave a Psychosexual 
Integration Course for the novices for 
three days.  
Juniorate: The juniors are busy with 
their regular classes. Their final Assistancy 
level exam is scheduled for 10th March. 
The juniors and staff feel the absence of 
Fr. Geoff. Some were taken to Ranchi as 
well. Two of them Sch. Affin (KER) and 
Emilian (MAP) were taken to ENT doctor 
Lalit Kongari for nose and ear check-up 
respectively where Sch. Affin is advised to 
go for surgery. Fr. Francis Marian gave a 
three-day seminar on homiletics.  
Tertianship:  Fr. Ignatius took 
classes for the RTC theologians but due to 
Extended Meeting could not conduct the 
exam. So, he went back on the 7th to 
conduct the exam. He also took classes for 
the tertians of Ursuline on ‘Word of God’ 
for 5 days. He also attended the extended 
Consult of Ranchi Province for two days.  

Fr. Somy Mathew SJ, the PCF of 
Jamshedpur, made his annual Retreat 

under the guidance of Fr. Ignatius Tete. 
He refreshed his memory of doing 
Juniorate in 1997-98.  

  
VIVEK SADAN  

In the beginning of the month Frs. 
Ajit and Arbind attended the Apostolic 
Planning meeting of Province held at 
Arrupe Niwas, Hazaribag. On 3rd February 
Fr. Sushil Osga drove Fr. Victor to 
Barwadih for his routine medical check up 
where was declared hale and hearty. He is 
advised to continue taking the medicine 
which he has been taking. On 11th 
February the pre-novices went to Sadhana 
Sadan, Chianki for their retreat under the 
guidance of Fr. John Baxla. They returned 
on 19th with new vigour and enthusiasm. 
They look happy and promising. Fr. John, 
we appreciate your generosity for guiding 
our pre novices and helping them to 
experience God in their lives. While the 
pre novices were away for their retreat 
we, along with Fr. Lawrence went to see 
Fr. Geoff at Medanta, Ranchi. Fr. Ajit 
stayed at home guarding the house.  

The whole month Fr. Arbind was 
in and out to Simdega, Mandar, Nawatand, 
Dighia, Mahuadanar and Pakripath for 
vocation work and Youth coordinators 
meeting. On 18th the whole community 
except Sushil went to Pakripath to 
celebrate the Silver Jubilee of Pakripath 
Parish. Congratulations to Fr. Amit and 
team for marking the great event with 
grand celebration. Towards the end of the 
month Arbind went to Ranchi for editing 
the video which he had taken during the 
Jubilee celebration of Pakripath Parish. 
The video is very good. Congratulations! 
Fr. Arbind for your hard work.  

FROM DIASPORA 
ANDHRA LOYOLA COLLEGE 

We all were shocked and saddened 
at the sudden death of Fr. L. Prasad. All 
of us paid our respectful homage to our 
elder brother’s last journey from this 
world. ALC celebrated its 66th college day 

celebrations on 9th February presided 
over by Mr. Tammineni Sitaram the 
speaker of AP legislative assembly. We all 
were blessed to take active part in the 
blessing ministry during the Gunadala 
Matha festival for three days. It was an 
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enriching experience to witness the faith 
of the people coming from different states 
of India. We celebrated the birthdays of 
Ashim and Abhinay (Andhra province) 
on 21st of this month. We had also our day 
of recollection on 28th February guided by 
Fr. Balakumar sj. The construction of a 
basketball court is nearing completion in 
Sanjeevan Niwas. As we are coming to the 
end of the academic year, we are getting 
ready for our exams. We all three of us 
request you to pray for our exams 
fourthcoming. And we assure you, our 
prayers.   Sch.  Aseet. Kr. Bharti, SJ. 
CHENNAI, LOYOLA COLLEGE 

On February 8, Loyola College 
celebrated the 95th annual sport day. The 
chief guest of the day was Mr Dharmaraj 
Cheralathan, the international Kabaddi 
player who appreciated the athletics as 
well as the gathering with his inspiring 

speech. He is a regular player of pro 
Kabaddi in India. The feast day of Our 
Lady of Lourdes was celebrated on 11th, 
in a grand manner. The procession 
started from the College chapel where the 
big number of faithful participated and it 
ended with adoration. 

On 15th the parent-teacher 
meeting was held in the college where the 
students were handed over their 1st 
semester mark sheet with their parents. 
On 29th the college organised the 
motivational seminar on “Ignatian 
leadership” for all the religious students, 
studying in the college. Rev. Dr Francis P 
Xavier sj, the rector of the college was 
the resource person for the day. He 
moved many hearts by his insightful talk 
and the way he related the Ignatian 
leadership with the contemporary world. 

 
FROM OVERSEAS 

CAMBODIA 
We began this new month with a 

unique feast day celebration. We 
witnessed a unique Khmer Christian 
festival on 5th of February in Chaomnaom. 
The Bon Phoum which literally means 
village feast or village blessing in 
Chomnaom started when Fr. Totet, sj 
(Philippines Jesuit working in Cambodia 
for last 20 years) was the parish priest of 
the place in 2002-2005. The idea actually 
originates from the Cambodian tradition 
of thanksgiving after the harvest season. 
The Christianised tradition was warmly 
accepted by the villagers making it a big 
annual celebration. So far in the entire 
prefecture, only the Chomnaom 
community celebrates this festivity.  

We had workshop on “assimilation 
and implementation of Universal 
Apostolic Planning for two days from 19th 
to 20th of February in Battambang and 19 
February was the anniversary of the 
promulgation of the UAPs confirmed by 
Pope Francis. 26 Jesuit missionaries, 13 
collaborators and a few staff participated 
in it. Fr. Tony, sj the president of Jesuit 
Conference of Asia Pacific emphasised on 
the assimilation and implementation of 

UAPs, call for audacity, personally, 
communally and institutionally, in what 
ways should the UAPs be mainstreamed 
in our life and Jesuit Mission in Cambodia. 
Korean Scholastic Yoon-ho Do SJ shared: 
“For Jesuits, the UAPs help us to put 
Christ at the centre of our hearts and also 
to prove our own vocation. As a 
newcomer in Cambodia standing on the 
starting line of Regency, this workshop 
will remain as a precious moment that 
helped me to understand the vision of our 
Mission and to carve in my mind the 
values of the UAPs once again.”  

At present we are 10 members in 
my community, 3 Jesuits, and 7 
volunteers, from 7 different countries. 
Living in an international community, 
male and female, have a unique 
experiences for me. Ash Wednesday is 
important because it marks the start of 
the Lenten period leading up to Easter, 
when Christians believe Jesus was 
resurrected. I went to the parish for the 
ash Wednesday, evening mass. Day by 
day heat is increasing in Cambodia; we 
are enjoying eating ripe mangoes and 
other seasonal fruits in the communities. I 
am enjoying my good health of mind, 
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body and spirit. Corona is not much scary 
in Cambodia; so far we all are safe and 
sound. Thank you for your prayerful 
support, in this grace filled season of lent, 
let us continue to pray for each other, so 
that we may experience God’s 
compassionate love more deeply.    Sch. 
Deepak Lakra, SJ   
FRANCE, PARIS  

After finishing our first semester, 
the long awaited ‘winter vacation’ in the 
second week of February, brought us 
some time for rest. This was a much-
needed break, which helped us to regain 
and rejuvenate ourselves. Amit spent his 
vacation relaxing and profiting the 
pilgrimage to ‘Paray le Monial’. George 
stayed back in Paris during the vacation. 
He spent his time in visiting some 
important places and monuments in and 
around the city.  

As the whole world is worried and 
cautious about the new epidemic ‘Corona 
virus’, France specially the city of Paris, is 
also not left out. There is gradual increase 
in numbers of people affected; but the 
good thing is that many preventive 
measures are being put in place to control 
the spread. Some of our classes are held 
through video conferences and others 
rescheduled. Some of the education 
institutions are also being closed. We 
pray and hope that the situation will get 
better soon. We both are keeping a good 
health for now. Kindly continue to pray 

for us; and be assured of ours too.   Schols. 
George & Amit, SJ 
SPAIN, SALAMANCA 

The first weekend, on the 8th of 
February, I went to Madrid with my 
colleagues for the diaconate ordination of 
eight Jesuit companions. The church of St. 
Francis of Xavier was completely filled 
with the faithful on the occasion. The 
following weekend, the assistant director 
of the centre of spirituality, Fr Innocent 
Martin, SJ took us to Asturias, very 
especially to Covadonga situated in the 
north, in the Pyrenees. We celebrated 
Holy Mass inside the cave of the 'Virgin of 
Covadonga', and stayed two days in the 
Oviedo community, from there paid visits 
to other communities and institutions of 
Celorio and Gijon. Now in Spain, the 
number of people affected by Corona 
virus is increasing and four cases are 
registered in the locality but so far things 
are alright. The centre of Spirituality 
organized a full week course on Ignatian 
Spirituality with exercises, from 17th to 
22nd, for religious and laity. Fr Agustin 
Udillas, SJ ended the month with a 
conference for the community on 
contributions of Jesuits in the field of 
Science, technology and various 
capacities in different countries. The 
Provincial of Spain came for the visitation 
on 22nd of February.    

Sch. Prawin Vikas Xalxo, SJ 
 
 

 
KINDLY REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 

 
The first cousin of Fr. Saju Bastian, Mr. Sunny Thomas, died on 02 March 2020. 61 
Fr. Felix Tirkey SJ (DUM) died on 02 March 2020 in Sahibganj. 52/28 
Fr. Geoffrey Meagher, SJ (HAZ) died on 5 March 2020 in Kolkata. 77/59 
Fr. Petrus Kerketta, SJ (MAP) died on 09 March 2020 at 07:30 p.m. in Holy Cross 
Hospital, Ambikapur. 71/51 
Fr. Arakal Jacob, SJ (AND), died on 11 March at 12.30 a.m...  96/75 
 
MARCH DEATH ANNIVERSARIES                                                                                                

 03/1988 Robert Phelan 
15/2017 John  Reilly 
19/1991 Louis Lachal 
28/2012 Peter Doherty 
28/2017 Kevin King (Mission Dir. ’72-75) 


