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F R O M  T H E  E D I T O R ’ S  D E S K

Hug tHe Nature

Frightening reports are coming out on the possible catastrophe caused by the 
rising sea level. One of the recent studies by a global non-profit research group 
says that as many as 50 coastal cities across the world are facing the danger of 

being swallowed by sea in the next few decades. Among the Indian cities that could 
go below the tidal level are eight places -- including Mumbai in the West and Kolk-
ata in the East. In the background of such alarming reports, COP26 (Conference 
of Parties), the biggest global meeting on climate change, is a platform that could 
retrieve the world from the impending danger.

The recent COP held in Glasgow in the United Kingdom was one such occasion 
when countries could arrive at some consensus on meeting the threat staring at the 
world. However, it could not happen because of the wide gap between the views of 
the developed and developing countries. It is an undisputable fact that the present 
climate crisis is largely due to the West because of large-scale emission of carbon 
dioxide in those countries as they fast-tracked development. The developing coun-
tries are right in demanding that the West should bear a major share of finance to 
make clean technologies accessible to the former, but the latter are not willing to 
heed to the demand. 

There is also a big disparity in the deadline, suggested by various countries, to 
meet the target of zero emission of carbon dioxide. This target means that no more 
carbon dioxide will be added to the atmosphere than what has been removed by way 
of increasing the use of clean energy. This zero-level emission is vital for reducing 
the danger from rising sea level and cyclones. Many developed countries say that 
this target should be achieved by 2050, indeed a distant deadline; but some major 
developing countries want this should be stretched by two or three decades. Thus, 
China, the largest emitter of carbon dioxide, wants a 2060 net zero year while India, 
the third largest emitter, wants it to be 2070. However, there is a consensus that 
by 2030 some progress should be made in this direction to save the world from an 
imminent catastrophe.

In the midst of such divergent views, it is important to look at Pope Francis’s 
vision to save the world from an ecological crisis. Stating that the earth, our home, 
is beginning to look more and more like a pile of filth, he said never have we so hurt 
and mistreated our home as we have in the last two hundred years. In the encyc-
lical Laudato Si (Praise be to you) the Pope said humanity has to change its life-
style, production and consumption to combat the increasing atmospheric warm-
ing. Caused by huge consumption on the part of some rich countries, warming has 
repercussions on the poorest areas of the world where rise in temperature together 
with drought has proved devastating. Every ecological approach needs to incorpo-
rate a social perspective which takes into account the fundamental rights of the poor 
and the underprivileged. The world should listen to these cold truths spelt out by 
the Pope about global warming. It is time to stop hurting the nature; instead start 
hugging it. That is the only way to save it from the disaster looming large over it.

As always, we would be happy to hear your reviews, comments, and suggestions.

Happy Reading!

Dr. Suresh Mathew
Editor

 > frsureshmathew@gmail.com
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TOGETHER FOR OUR PLANET

CLIMATE CRISIS
The	COP26	(Conference	of	Parties),	the	UN	Climate	Conference,	is	a	
worldwide	wake	up	call	to	save	the	earth	from	the	pile	of	filth.	Pope	

Francis	has	urged	global	leaders	to	take	radical	decisions	that	would	
provide	effective	responses	to	the	current	ecological	crisis
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the 26th Session of the Conference of Parties (COP) to the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change, held in Glasgow from October 31 

to November 12, was high on rhetoric and low on commitments
BY CedriC PrakasH

Climate meet
Big talk, small CommitmeNts

The day COP26 concluded, the world’s 
best known environmental activist 
Greta Thunberg tweeted, "The #COP26 

is over; here's a brief summary: Blah, blah, 
blah. But the real work continues outside these 
halls. And we will never give up, ever!”

A few days earlier, addressing a massive 
protest on the streets of Glasgow, Thunberg said 
“It is not a secret that COP26 is a failure. It should 
be obvious that we cannot solve the crisis with the 
same methods that got us into it in the first place. 
The COP has turned into a PR event, where leaders 
are giving beautiful speeches and announcing fancy 
commitments and targets, while behind the curtains 
governments of the Global North countries are still 
refusing to take any drastic climate action.”

Antonio Guterres, the Secretary General of the 
United Nations, warned of an impending ‘climate 
catastrophe’; most of those who welcomed the deal 
in Glasgow said a huge amount of work remained to 
be done. Guterres acknowledged the shortcomings 
of the agreement. In a statement, following the deal, 
he tweeted: "The #COP26 outcome is a compro-
mise, reflecting the interests, contradictions and 

state of political will in the world today, 
It’s an important step, but it's not enough. 
Our fragile planet is hanging by a thread 
we are still knocking on the door of climate 
catastrophe” In a follow-up tweet, the UN 
chief sent a message to ‘young people, 
indigenous communities, women leaders, 

all those leading on #ClimateAction’: "I know you 
might be disappointed. But we're in the fight of our 
lives & this fight must be won."

The 26th Session of the Conference of Parties 
to the United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (COP26) which was held in Glasgow 
from 31 October to 12 November 2021 was high on 
expectations. The world was hoping that finally the 
global leaders would demonstrate the much-needed 
statesmanship, sagacity, sincerity and synergy to 
address the catastrophe of climate change before 
the whole planet is destroyed. But that was not 
to be. Though high on rhetoric, the final deal was 
woefully short of non-negotiable commitments 

Antonio Guterres

"The	#COP26	outcome	is	a	
compromise,	reflecting	the	
interests,	contradictions	and	
state	of	political	will	in	the	
world	today,	It’s	an	important	
step,	but	it's	not	enough.	Our	
fragile	planet	is	hanging	by	
a	thread	we	are	still	knock-
ing	on	the	door	of	climate	
catastrophe”
-	Antonio	Guterres,	the Secretary General of 
the United Nations
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Pope	Francis	has	been	one	
world	leader	who	has	shown	
unflinching	commitment	to	
the	care	of	our	common	home	
and	of	his	concern	on	the	
havoc	wrought	by	climatic	
changes.	He	insists	that	we	
have	been	called	to	be	stew-
ards	of	the	creation	which	
God	has	entrusted	to	us

which should have come spontaneously and with 
that much needed urgency. Thunberg bluntly refers 
to the outcome as ‘blah, blah, blah’; Guterres is more 
cautious and refers to the ‘state of political will’ prev-
alent in the world today! 

Whilst most countries (particularly those of the 
Global North) are in the dock for not committing 
and ensuring implementation to much more, the 
two countries of COP26 that did not agree to have a 
greater global concern are India and China. Normally 
rivals, both India and China clubbed together to 
ensure that the final agreement had the words “phase 
down coal” instead of the “phase out coal” which was 
there in the earlier versions. The change in a deci-
sive step caused great disappointment and concern 
over whether the world can limit the average global 
temperature rise to 1.5 degrees C. This prompted the 
President of COP26 Mr. Alok Sharma to quip, "China 
and India will have to explain themselves and what 
they did to the most climate-vulnerable countries in 
the world." 

In the early days of the summit, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi made several promises on the global 
platform. These included cutting emissions to net 
zero by 2070, reduce carbon emissions by one billion 
tonnes by 2030, and raise the share of renewables 
in the energy mix to 50%, among others. Given the 
power of the mining mafia, particularly those in the 
colliery sector, these ‘tall promises’ for whatever their 
worth, were naturally welcomed. So, the last-minute 
intervention by India to water down the wording of 
the final agreement were treated with disdain. 

The earlier versions of the agreement contained a 
commitment to phase out unabated coal (unabated 

refers to coal that is burned without carbon capture 
and storage technology, which advocates say signif-
icantly decreases emissions). The argument given 
by India was "How can anyone expect that develop-
ing countries make promises about phasing out coal 
and fossil fuel subsidies? Developing countries still 
have to do deal with their poverty reduction agenda." 
Though there is certainly a point by some who insist 
that all fossil fuels need to be phased out (including 
oil and gas) and not only coal. All, however, were not 
buying those arguments with one diplomat saying, 
"The longer you take to phase out coal, the more 
burden you put on natural environment and your 
economy." 

Pope Francis has been one world leader who 
has shown unflinching commitment to the care 
of our common home and of his concern on the 
havoc wrought by climatic changes. In a very inci-
sive message to the President of COP26 at the start 
of the summit, Pope Francis said, “As the Glasgow 
Conference begins, all of us are aware that it has the 
vital task of demonstrating to the entire interna-
tional community whether there really exists a polit-
ical will to devote – with honesty, responsibility and 
courage – greater human, financial and technolog-
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ical resources to mitigating the negative effects of 
climate change and assisting the poorer and more 
vulnerable nations most affected by it. At the same 
time, we realize that this task has to be undertaken 
in the midst of a pandemic that for almost two years 
has devastated our human family.  Covid-19 has 
brought immense tragedies in its wake, but it has 
also taught us that, if we are to succeed in overcom-
ing the pandemic, there is no alternative: all of us 
must play a part in responding to this challenge. And 
that, as we know, calls for profound solidarity and 
fraternal cooperation between the world’s peoples.” 

He went on to add, “COP26 can and must offer 
an effective contribution to the conscientious 
construction of a future in which daily actions and 
economic and financial investments can genuinely 
protect the conditions that ensure a dignified and 
humane life for the men and women of today and 
tomorrow, on a “healthy” planet.”

On May 24, 2015, Pope Francis gave to the world 
his path-breaking Encyclical Letter ‘Laudato Si’ 
‘On Care for Our Common Home’.  It was the first 
major Papal teaching on a subject of critical impor-
tance namely ‘the environment’.  ‘Laudato Si ' mean-
ing "Praise be to you" are the first words of the cele-
brated ' Canticle of the Creatures' of St Francis of 
Assisi. The Encyclical which came months before 
the landmark 2015 United Nations Climate Change 
Conference, (COP 21) which was held in Paris, in fact 
set the tone for world leaders to come to grips with 
real causes which were responsible for 
environmental degradation and which ulti-
mately caused climatic changes with disas-
trous results everywhere.

In the opening statements of the Encyc-
lical, Pope Francis makes his intention clear 
“to address every person living on this 
planet” saying, “this sister (mother earth) 
now cries out to us because of the harm 
we have inflicted on her by our irresponsi-
ble use and abuse of the goods with which 
God has endowed her.  We have come to 
see ourselves as her lords and masters, 
entitled to plunder her at will. The violence 
present in our hearts, wounded by sin, is 
also reflected in the symptoms of sickness 
evident in the soil, in the water, in the air 
and in all forms of life.” 

In the first Chapter, he states that “we 
cannot adequately combat environmen-

tal degradation unless we attend to causes related 
to human and social degradation”; he deals here 
with several ‘aspects of the present ecological crisis’:  
pollution, waste and the throw-away culture; climate 
as a common good; displacement and migration 
caused by environmental degradation; access to safe 
drinking water as a basic and universal human right; 
loss of bio-diversity; decline in the quality of human 
life and break down of society; global inequality. He 
also denounces unequivocally the use of pesticides 
and the production of genetically engineered (GE) 
crops.

Pope Francis strongly notes that “the earth’s 
resources are also being plundered because of short-
sighted approaches to the economy, commerce 
and production.” In making such statements, in 
taking a stand for the ‘care of our common home’, 
Pope Francis made several enemies among the rich 
and powerful who are bent on profiteering; those 
engaged in the extractive industry by plundering 
very precious and scarce natural resources. This was 
indicative from the fact that Gallup Poll conducted 
in the United States a little after the Encyclical was 
released, showed that his ratings had plummeted by 
more than 18% points among fairly large sections of 
Americans and particularly the wealthy and other 
vested interests. 

Pope Francis insists that we have been called to 
be stewards of the creation which God has entrusted 
to us.  He ensures that ‘Laudato Si’ focuses on human 
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rights violations and injustices. He does not mince 
words when he says “in the present condition of 
global society, where injustices abound and grow-
ing numbers of people are deprived of basic human 
rights and considered expendable, committing 
oneself to the common good means to make choices 
in solidarity based on a preferential option for the 
poorest of our brothers and sisters.”  

What is paramount in the final analysis, says Pope 
Francis, is a radical commitment to ensure posi-

tive change, which is the need of the hour. For this, 
he says, every section of society must play a defi-
nite role in a collaborative and concerted manner. 
The Pope does not spare the priests of the Catholic 
Church and he calls upon them to engage with the 
faithful on environmental issues. Further, he chal-
lenges international and national Governments and 
mechanisms saying, “the same mindset which stands 
in the way of making radical decisions to reverse 
the trend of global warming also stands in the way 
of achieving the goal of eliminating poverty. A more 
responsible overall approach is needed to deal with 
both problems: the reduction of pollution and the 
development of poorer countries and regions.” 

‘Laudato Si’ makes one uncomfortable! There-
fore, there is always the danger that many would like 
to cosmeticize this powerful document: to tinker 
with bits and parts, to be selective and comfortable 
in its reading; to do non-threatening acts like grow-
ing trees, propagating alternative technologies, not 
using plastics, to indulge in acts of tokenism like 
environmental ‘education’, or project work. Whilst all 
these acts are surely good and would hopefully lead 
to something more sustainable, no Pope would waste 

The	world	was	hoping	that	
finally	the	global	leaders	
would	demonstrate	the	much-
needed	statesmanship,	sagac-
ity,	sincerity	and	synergy	to	
address	the	catastrophe	of	
climate	change	before	the	
whole	planet	is	destroyed.	But	
that	was	not	to	be
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In	keeping	with	the	mandate	
and	responsibility	entrusted	
to	her,	the	Church	in	India	
must	demonstrate	a	decisive-
ness	to	take	on	those	respon-
sible	for	the	environmental	
degradation

his time and energy writing an Encyclical 
on matters which are either fairly pedes-
trian or just have to be done! ‘Laud-
ato Si’, however, is path-breaking, radi-
cal in nature, it shakes one out of one’s 
complacency by touching every single 
dimension of our human existence. The 
Pope invites all to an ecological conver-
sion, to change directions so that we can 
truly care for our common home; not 
to pay heed to Pope Francis’ prophetic 
words; to rubbish this timely and impor-
tant message or to relegate it to mere 
tree-planting and other ‘feel-good’ acts 
would certainly be a great disservice not 
to the Pope, but to Planet Earth.

By and large, the Church in India 
(barring a few notable exceptions) has 
failed to translate the visionary words of 
Pope Francis into concrete and substantial actions. 
Environmental concerns have become projects, the 
‘beautification’ of Church/convent compounds and 
‘models’ shown within one’s comfort zones. Several 
so-called ‘natural’ catastrophes have not only devas-
tated the fragile eco-systems but have had a nega-
tive and long-lasting impact on the poor and their 
livelihood. The Government in a systematic way has 
been destroying the environment in nexus with their 
crony capitalist friends. In keeping with the mandate 
and responsibility entrusted to her, the Church in 
India must demonstrate a decisiveness to take on 
those responsible for the environmental degrada-
tion.

In his message to COP26, Pope Francis reiter-
ates the Church’s position, “sadly, we must acknowl-
edge how far we remain from achieving the goals set 
for tackling climate change. We need to be honest: 
this cannot continue. Even as we were preparing 

for COP26, it became increasingly clear that there is 
no time to waste. All too many of our brothers and 
sisters are suffering from this climate crisis. The 
lives of countless people, particularly those who are 
most vulnerable, have experienced its increasingly 
frequent and devastating effects. At the same time, 
we have come to realize that it also involves a crisis 
of children’s rights and that, in the near future, envi-
ronmental migrants will be more numerous than 
refugees from war and conflicts. Now is the time 
to act, urgently, courageously and responsibly. Not 
least, to prepare a future in which our human family 
will be in a position to care for itself and for the 
natural environment”.

In Laudato Si, Pope Francis asks an uncomfortable 
question: “What kind of world do we want to leave 
to those who come after us, to children who are 
now growing up?” His message to COP 26 re-echoes 
similar words, “The young, who in recent years have 
strongly urged us to act, will only inherit the planet 
we choose to leave to them, based on the concrete 
choices we make today. Now is the moment for deci-
sions that can provide them with reasons for hope 
and trust in the future”.

The question we are all called to answer is 
whether we have the prophetic courage to turn the 
big talk into big, concrete and substantial commit-
ments? We need to act NOW! 
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the commitments made at the conference on climate crisis are praiseworthy. 
Now it should be ensured that they do not remain at the level of rhetoric

BY dr. siji CHaCko

glasgow aNd BeyoNd

Climate Summit at Glasgow was a unique and 
rich experience with the representation and 
participation of 120 country leaders and people 

from over 200 countries. The enthusiasm and vibrant 
participation of the youth and indigenous people 
have been encouraging adding to its uniqueness. In 
the entire city of Glasgow, one could see hoardings 
depicting various images of climatic impacts with 
captions such as “The World is Counting on You.”   

The Summit has undeniably brought the climatic 
crisis to the central stage of discussion.  Recalling 
commitments made at Paris and the importance of 
reducing emissions got highlighted beyond doubt. 
It also witnessed a lot of focused conversations 
around possible collaboration and actions among 
parties towards accelerated and sustained climatic 
action. Phrases like climate adaptation and resilience 
were often doing rounds at discussion tables. A lot 
has been shared on green technology and promot-
ing clean energy infrastructure. The context of loss 
and damage and the critical issue of climate finance, 
especially for developing countries, remained a huge 
priority. COP26 was a good reminder for devel-
oped countries to re-commit to the Paris Agreement 
pledge of USD100 billion annually as climate finance. 

The indigenous peoples who live an eco-friendly 
and climate-friendly life steward over 80 per cent of 

the planet’s remaining biodiversity. It is for the first 
time in the history of COP that 28 indigenous people 
were nominated to share their knowledge and expe-
riences with the world. By and large, there has been a 
greater acceptance of the role of indigenous people, 
especially youth, to inspire climate action. Their 
voices and inspiration could play a major role in miti-
gating the climate crisis. Yet it was realised that their 
voices were not yet heard sufficiently. Many indige-
nous people outside COP26 venue too voiced about a 
neo-colonisation that commodifies the nature and its 
resources. 

A brief stocktaking of the key achievements:
• Leaders from over 120 countries pledged to halt 

and reverse deforestation by 2030.
• A methane pledge, led by the US and the European 

Union, wherein more than 100 countries agreed to 
cut methane emissions by 2030.

• More than 40 countries – including major coal-us-
ers such as Poland, Vietnam and Chile – agreed to 
shift away from coal, one of the biggest generators 
of CO2 emissions.

• Nearly 500 global financial services firms agreed 
to align USD130 trillion – some 40 per cent of the 
world’s financial assets – with goals set out in the 
Paris Agreement, including limiting global warm-
ing to 1.5 degree Celsius.

• In a joint declaration, the US and China pledged to 
boost climate cooperation over the next decade. 
Reiterating their commitment to keep the 1.5 
degrees Celsius goal alive, they agreed to collabo-
rate on issues such as methane emissions, transi-
tion to clean energy and decarbonisation.

• At least 13 nations committed to end the sale of 
fossil fuel powered heavy duty vehicles by 2040.

However, in their final statements, Parties soften-
ing their stand from a complete “coal phase-out” 
to “coal phase-down” was rather disheartening and 
disappointing. One begins to wonder whether there 
would be any substantial change in the coming 20 
years, except a possible increase in a new way of 
colonisation. 
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After COP26 concluded, the UN Secretary-General 
António Guterres shared that “the COP26 outcome 
is a compromise, reflecting the interests, contradic-
tions and state of political will in the world today. It’s 
an important step, but it’s not enough. It’s time to go 
into emergency mode.”

Swedish climate activist Greta Thunberg in her 
address mentioned, “over 60% of the CO2 emissions 
have occurred since 1990 and a third since 2005. 
If this is considered to be climatic action, then we 
don’t want it”, indirectly hinting at less of ‘Blah, Blah, 
Blah and more of action.” Yet there is hope and that 
hope is in individual actions, synergy and collective 
consciousness.

Climate Change is real
The world has witnessed wildfires in North Amer-
ica, extreme rainfall in Asia, Africa, the US, Europe, 
and others. For the beautiful Indian Ocean Island, 
Madagascar, environmental challenges are enor-
mous and mounting. With an extended dry period 
due to the worst drought in 40 years, the island is 
subjected to several yearly cyclones, vicious winds 
and dust storms, burying villages and forcing people 
to flee. According to the UN, “Madagascar is likely to 
go down in history as the first brought on by extreme 
and unusual weather patterns”. This is not the case of 
a country which is at war or in conflict, but in peace 
and with virtually zero carbon emissions!

Tigris and Euphrates rivers are drying up. While in 
Syria, this year’s drought has been the worst in last 70 
years, in Iraq, this year’s summer was the second-dri-
est in 40 years. Drought in Iraq and Syria could totally 
collapse the food system for millions of people. The 
warmest daily maximum temperature is projected 

to increase by 4-7°C, with the highest temperature 
changes in Turkey, Iran, Iraq, Syria, northern India, 
Pakistan, China, Nepal and Bhutan.

In Bangladesh, 28 per cent of its population lives 
in coastal areas. Tidal flooding caused by sea- level 
rise accelerates displacement. As per estimates, with 
a projected 50 cm rise in sea level, Bangladesh may 
lose approximately 11 per cent of its land by 2050, 
affecting an estimated 15 million people living in 
its coastal areas. Thus by 2050, one in every seven 
people in the country will be displaced by climate 
change, and up to 18 million people may have to move 
because of sea level rise alone. Sri Lanka is also facing 
threats of sea level rise, as about 25 per cent of its 
population lives in low-lying areas. Extreme weather 
events are severely impacting the country’s ecosys-
tem, life and livelihood of people at large. Pakistan 
too experiences recurring heatwaves and droughts, 
riverine and flash floods, landslides and cyclones 
affecting lakhs of its people. 

In the context of India, a recent study by the 
Council for Energy, Environment and Water (CEEW), 
a premier New Delhi-based think tank, estimated 
that 25 of 35 States and Union Territories are highly 
vulnerable to climate-induced floods and drought, 
with Assam, Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra, Karnataka 
and Bihar being most at risk. While 75 per cent of the 
districts, including 95 per cent of coastal ones, are 
extreme event hotspots, around 45 per cent of these 
districts have undergone unsustainable landscape 
and infrastructure changes increasing their climate 
vulnerability. Flash floods are increasing at an alarm-
ing rate and intensity.

In Maharashtra alone, floods between June and 

According	to	the	UN,	
“Madagascar	is	likely	to	go	
down	in	history	as	the	first	
brought	on	by	extreme	and	
unusual	weather	patterns”.	
This	is	not	the	case	of	a	
country	which	is	at	war	or	
in	conflict,	but	in	peace	and	
with	virtually	zero	carbon	
emissions!
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October this year destroyed over 13.59 million acres 
of crops. Recent disasters in Kerala, Tamil Nadu, 
cyclones in Odisha and West Bengal and droughts 
in different parts of the country are major concerns. 
226 people reportedly died and several went miss-
ing due to extreme rainfall in this year alone in Maha-
rashtra, Uttarakhand and Kerala. Cyclone Fani killed 
at least 89 people in eastern India and Bangladesh 
and caused damages worth nearly USD8.1 billion. 
Severe rains, flash floods and landslides are proof 
of the reality of climate crisis we are in. Northern 
Bihar areas continue to face riverbank erosion due to 
extreme floods, subsequently forcing people to relo-
cate.

Commitments and Contradictions
Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced five major 
commitments or "Panchamrit" at the COP26, which 
stated that India will: 
• Achieve net-zero emissions by 2070
• Bring its non-fossil energy capacity to 500 GW by 

2030
• Bring its economy's carbon intensity down to 45 

per cent by 2030
• Fulfil 50 per cent of its energy requirement 

through renewable energy by 2030
• Reduce 1 billion tonnes of carbon emissions from 

the total projected emissions by 2030.

While there have been many efforts towards green 
recovery, energy and technology, especially about 3 
bn USD to be invested in battery development and 
photovoltaics (PV), the country continues to engage 

in the use of coal with several loans sanctioned for 
many thermal power projects. 

According to Climate Action Tracker (CAT), an 
independent scientific agency tracking climate 
actions since 2009, India’s climate targets and poli-
cies are ‘Highly insufficient’ and inconsistent with the 
target of keeping the temperature to 1.5°C tempera-
ture limit. According to them “Under India’s current 
targets and policies, emissions will continue to rise 
and are consistent with 4°C or more of warming 
when compared to a modelled domestic emissions 
pathway.” 

India has to phase out coal use from its power 
sector by 2040 to be aligned with the Paris Agree-
ment 1.5°C limit. In order to achieve significant 
progress, it has to shift its dependence on fossil 
fuels, which unfortunately is not the case. India’s 
coal capacity is to increase from current levels of 
over 200 GW to almost 266 GW by 2029-30 with 
35 GW expected to be in place in the coming five 
years which is an increase of 17.5 per cent increase 
in coal capacity. It is also worth noting that its coal-
run power plant pipeline is the second largest in the 
world and the country is one of the few countries 
that has increased this since 2015. 

A lot more coal mining has been opened up to 
more private investors of late, which raises a lot of 
questions on the commitment to carbon reduc-
tion. While COP 26 reached a deadlock when it came 
to ‘phasing out of coal’, perhaps no country includ-
ing Inda can reach its target without stopping any 
new coal capacity additions. It is also important to 
note that India gives out approximately 35 per cent 
higher subsidies for fossil fuel-related sector than for 
renewables.

c O v E R  S T O R y

India	has	to	phase	out	coal	
use	from	its	power	sector	by	
2040	to	be	aligned	with	the	
Paris	Agreement	1.5°C	limit.	
In	order	to	achieve	significant	
progress,	it	has	to	shift	its	
dependence	on	fossil	fuels,	
which	unfortunately	is	not	
the	case
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The road to be Taken
World looked at COP 26 negotiations as the “last, 
best hope” to keep the goal of limiting global warm-
ing to 1.5°C. Although more than 140 governments 
have announced net zero goals, covering 90 per cent 
of global emissions, according to CAT, with all target 
pledges, including those made in Glasgow, global 
greenhouse gas emissions in 2030 will still be around 
twice as high as necessary for the 1.5°C limit. 

Bill Hare, CEO of Climate Analytics, a CAT partner 
organisation said, “The vast majority of 2030 actions 
and targets are inconsistent with net zero goals: 
there’s a nearly one degree gap between govern-
ments’ current policies and their net zero goals.”  He 
also said that “if the world leaders have no plans as 
to how to get there, and their 2030 targets are as 
low as so many of them are, then frankly, these net 
zero targets are just lip service to real climate action. 
Glasgow has a serious credibility gap.” 

“Glasgow has a massive credibility, action and 
commitment gap as the world is heading to at least 
2.4°C of warming, if not more”, the CAT warned. 
Reducing the credibility gaps before we come to 
emission reductions is critical. 

In the coming days we need to focus more on:
• Prioritising policies that respect human rights and 

support a just and equitable transition to a clean 
energy economy.

• Principles of equity and common, but differenti-
ated responsibilities should be made central to any 
discussion on deep cuts in emissions critical to 
address catastrophic impact of climate change.

• Integrating adaptation goals with sustaina-
ble development so that development actions to 
address poverty are not put at peril.

• Ensuring fair and adequate people’s participation, 
especially of women and vulnerable and margin-
alised communities, in all decision-making and 
implementation of climate-related targets and 
actions.

• Classifying critical green technologies being 
developed as public goods and their access made 
affordable for all to care for the common home. 

We need to realise that placing people, their lives 
and livelihood before profits has to end, and we need 
to radically and immediately transform our relation-
ship at all levels, taking awareness and responsibil-
ity for the current situation of climate crisis. Pope 
Francis’s encyclical Laudato Si shows us a way for a 

conversion at various levels, individual, institutional 
and collective.

We should not limit to rhetoric, wanton debates 
and false promises on ‘net zero’. And the much-stated 
and quoted commitments towards achieving those 
deliverables should not put undue pressures on the 
poor, marginalised, and local indigenous communi-
ties. The narrative should be robust, consistent and 
devoid of any ambiguities for commitments made to 
be realised. 

There is no doubt that Prime Minister Modi’s 
speech at Glasgow was historic and the commitment 
of the country expressed by him was much appre-
ciated globally and locally stating it as ‘ambitious’ 
and ‘pathbreaking’. While the announcement of the 
‘Panchamrit’ is perhaps the most desired and wanted 
set of ideas and actions for reform, it is hoped that 
much of them may not remain like yet another rheto-
ric, which is quite usual for most world leaders when 
it comes to climatic action. 

c O v E R  S T O R y
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The	poorer	and	more	
vulnerable	countries	do	
not	have	the	resources	
to	be	as	influential	and	to	
negotiate	just	compensation	
for	damages	and	loss	
experienced	due	to	climate	
change	not	even	of	their	own	
making.	Marginalized	groups	
such	as	indigenous	voices	
face	similar	inequality

Climate change affects everyone. it leads to unprecedented devastation.  
it is time for the world to take note of it

BY aNN marie BreNNaN

HoPes aNd Fears at 
Climate meetiNg

The occasion of the Conference of 
Parties (COP26) on Climate control in 
Glasgow, Scotland, in November 2021, 

was an amazing opportunity as people from 
almost 200 countries gathered to discuss the 
urgent climate crisis and to negotiate solu-
tions. I was able to attend this conference as 
part of a delegation representing the Society 
of Jesus and Ignatian collaborators. I am a member 
of Christian Life Community, a lay Ignatian associa-
tion in over 70 countries, which has a commitment to 
work for the integrity of all creation. As I reflected on 
my experience of COP26, I realized that there was a 
common word for both my desolation and my conso-
lation. That word was Fragility. 

Here are some of my desolations:

Fragile
At multiple events, both at the COP26 venue as well 
as at side events outside in the city of Glasgow, it 
was heartbreaking to hear the stories and see the 
images of so many fragile situations due to climate 

change and injustice: desertification of land, 
decreasing number of wetlands, dying coral 
reefs, deforestation in impoverished areas, 
damaged coastal areas, ruined farms and 
harvests, and much more.

rising
In presentations and discussions every-

where, rising temperatures are causing unprec-
edented devastation. There’s drought, famine, 
increased incidence of wildfires, rising sea levels, 
hurricanes, flooding, and tornadoes. The scale of 
resulting poverty, hunger, fear, violence, death, and 
more is enormous. Demonstrators held posters and 
chanted, “Keep 1.50C Alive!” It was meant for global 
leaders, businesses, and citizens to prevent the aver-
age global temperature from rising more than 1.50C by 
the year 2100.

anger
Anger at the leaders who persist in denial or outright 
lies about climate change; they implement destructive 
policies; there is a lack of care for the common good, 
and a lack of integrity and will to do the right thing.

Climate activists carry placards during the Fridays For 
Future rally in Glasgow, Scotland. Credit - AFP Photo

c O v E R  S T O R y
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greed
Greed for money and power is a fundamental root 
cause of the climate crisis. The taking, using, and 
polluting of natural resources disproportionally 
for personal gain and not considering the negative 
impacts on others – this is such a source of sorrow. 
I wondered about the basis of this greed. Is it based 
on fear? Fear of not having enough? Lack of trust in 
the dynamic that in giving of ourselves, we reap even 
more fullness of life. One of the Gospel readings that 
week was about the birds of the air and the lilies of the 
field. God’s creation is wonderfully abundant, nour-
ishing, and life-giving for all, if we take care of it and 
share goods fairly.

inequality
The theme of Inequality came up often in many pres-
entations. The poorer and more vulnerable coun-
tries do not have the resources to be as influential and 
to negotiate just compensation for damages and loss 
experienced due to climate change not even of their 
own making. Marginalized groups such as indigenous 
voices face similar inequality. Many were not even able 
to attend the COP26 because of Covid restrictions. But 
for those that were there, the structure of the negoti-
ations did not give them an equal voice at the negoti-
ating table even for decisions directly impacting them.

loss
With climate change causing extreme weather condi-
tions, millions of people face loss of their homes and 
even cultures as they are forced to relocate. Addition-
ally, there is loss of habitat for many creatures and loss 
of biodiversity with the extinction of so many more 
animals, insects, and plants.

inadequate
The final pledges do not address the needed change. 
Multiple analysts predict that the current national 
pledges place the temperature rise between 20 and 
30C, and that’s only if pledge agreements are enacted.

yackety yak!
Similar to “Blah, Blah, Blah” expressed by Greta Thun-
berg, the Yackety Yak were the empty statements 
and greenwashing of national and corporate leaders 
expressing how wonderful their efforts are knowing 
full well that they fall far short of the global goals.

As dismal as the above desolations are, there were 
points of hope and consolation.

Fragility is a gift
Each of us alone may be a fragile voice, overwhelmed, 
but joining with others, our voices are strengthened. 
We experienced this at the Climate March! I joined a 
pilgrimage with the Jesuit Missions of about twenty 
people from Edinburgh to Glasgow. We arrived at St. 
Aloysius parish, and with about 100 parishioners, we 
walked to Kelvingrove Park where we joined thou-
sands of people with the faith bloc. Then this block 
joined the March with many more blocs so that we 
were 100,000 marching with a clear, singular message 
to COP26 negotiators to do the right thing and to do 
what is needed to protect our planet and one another! 
It was an amazing witness! For Christians, this is the 
time of year when we reflect on the birth of Jesus 
Christ who was born as a fragile baby to poor parents 
in a very fragile situation without a place for Mary to 
give birth. In this story, we see how God is present 
and works joy and wonder into the fragility of life.

rejoice
On the pilgrimage from Edinburgh to Glasgow, we 
had the opportunity to walk along the canal and the 

Well-organized	and	creative,	
youth	demonstrators	
expressed	that	the	status	
quo	is	NOT	OK.	When	many	
of	us	older	folk	were	tired,	
or	became	complacent,	the	
youth	continued	to	organize	
and	persist	with	much	energy
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Scottish countryside. Immersed in this beautiful 
place, all the pilgrims had a sense of the wonder of 
God’s creation. With the psalmist, we could appre-
ciate the phrase: Let ALL the Earth Rejoice. In our 
evening reflections, I as well as the others felt the 
growing desire that ALL should experience such 
wonder in creation, so that ALL the Earth could 
Rejoice.

acknowledging our shame
At the COP26 Delegates Mass in Glasgow, the 
bishop stunned the congregation with the state-
ment, “We should hang our heads in shame. Caring 
for our common home is a commission given to 
us by God.” As shocking as this was, I felt consola-
tion! For me, it was refreshing to hear the bishop 
openly acknowledge our negligence and complicity 
in destructive practices. While not commonly done, 
acknowledging shame, our sins, is a necessary step 
for conversion toward caring, responsible, sustain-
able action.

god walks with us step by step
This became a mantra for me on the pilgrimage, 
especially as my feet became blistered and sore, 
and again during the conference itself in trying to 
figure out venues and presentations. But it also 
applies for us as communities figuring out next 
steps in this climate crisis. God is near and walks 
with us in our uncertainty and loss.

indigenous voices
Good to hear the indigenous voices from five conti-
nents speaking up in various presentation and sharing 
their wisdom and concerns.

loving and caring friendships
There was a strong feeling of love among people 
united in the desire to give witness to the need for 
humanity to come together and advocate for climate 
justice. People who were complete strangers. When 
facing trials, injustices, sorrow, fear – love overcomes.

innovation
On displays throughout the venue were lots of crea-
tive ideas to help prevent, adapt, and mitigate impacts 
of climate change

youth
Youth were a strong presence at COP26 with many 
speaking out strongly and articulately. Well-organ-
ized and creative, youth demonstrators expressed that 
the status quo is NOT OK. When many of us older folk 
were tired, or became complacent, the youth contin-
ued to organize and persist with much energy. And 
even as they understood the depth of the climate 
change problems, they continued to laugh and sing. 
Among my group of pilgrims at the March, they sang, 
“Walk in the Light!” This was a profound sense of 
Hope. May we all walk in the Light so that ALL the 
Earth can rejoice! 

c O v E R  S T O R y
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BY a.j. PHiliP

OPeN letteR tO ChieF JUStiCe OF iNDia

reST in peaCe, 
INveSTIGATIve	jOURNALISM!

Dear Justice N.V. Ramana Ji,

It is from a widely-publicised open letter 
that Shri P. Sainath wrote to you that I 
learnt that you began your career as a 

journalist with Ramoji Rao’s Eenadu group of 
newspapers. I remember how the newspaper 
with several editions revolutionized, if not 
transformed, Telugu journalism. Many years later, I 
had the luck to visit ETV’s office at the Film City in 
Hyderabad where I was stunned by the range and 
size of its operations.

You have lamented the death of investigative jour-
nalism in the country. You have cherished memo-
ries of the days when the Press in India showed the 
mirror to those in power and exposed them for what 
they were, corrupt, morally and ethically degenerate 
and, therefore, worthy of being shown the door. 

That was the time when every journal-
ist worth his salt aspired to be an inves-
tigative journalist, whom Joseph Pulitzer 
described as a muckraker.

Yes, they were indeed muckrakers 
because they sought to expose what is 
hidden under the muck. You have done a 

great service to society by reminding the people of 
the death of investigative journalism. At least there 
is a semblance of debate on the subject, sparked 
by your reference to it.

There are many reasons for the investigative 
journalist disappearing from the public space. I 
would like to concentrate just on the role the judi-
ciary played in placing one more log on its funeral 
pyre or the last shovel of soil on its grave.

I do not claim to be a brave or investigative 
journalist, out to expose those in power. Every 
time I write a piece, be it in this magazine or on 
Facebook, whether it is an open letter to the 
Prime Minister or the Home Minister or the UP 
Chief Minister, my friends send me a message, “Be 
safe”, in various forms depending on the sender’s 
religious belief.

The	greatest	strength	of	a	
journalist	or	a	citizen	is	that	
he	can	approach	the	court	
and	get	redressal	of	his	
grievance.	Once	this	right	
is	gone,	he	will	be	at	the	
mercy	of	the	police	or	the	
investigating	agency	which	is,	
often,	at	the	beck	and	call	of	
those	in	power

a  c l O S E  l O O K
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This is a new phenomenon. I have been writing 
this column for at least a quarter century but it is 
only now that I receive such kind advice, “stay safe, 
may God protect you” etc. Why is this so? They know 
that those in power are capable of finding something 
wrong in what I write and sending me to jail where 
in the absence of medical care, I may become a Stan 
Swamy.

Recently, I watched Karan Thapar’s interview with 
Aakar Patel, whose book ‘The Price of Modi Years’ 
came out recently. His previous book was titled ‘Our 
Hindu Rashtra: What It Is. How We Got Here’. Let me 
confess, I am yet to read either of his books, though I 
would like to. 

Aakar Patel came across as a soft-spoken person, 
who has been critically examining the Modi years 
with some sort of detachment, the hallmark of a 
scholar.

In the long interview, he never lost his cool, unlike 
Modi who asked for a glass of water before walk-
ing out of Thapar’s live interview. He answered all his 
questions and his articulation was sometimes much 
better than that of the famous interviewer. What 
surprised me is that Thapar concluded his interview 

by wishing Aakar Patel, “Stay Safe”! That has never 
been Karan Thapar’s style of concluding his interview. 

That forces me to ask the question, why do people 
find it necessary to remind their friends or relatives 
who question the government in the public fora to 
remain “safe”? I do not have to tell your honour that 
in India the journalist, budding or investigative, does 
not enjoy any special privilege.

Whatever privileges the journalist enjoys are 
the privileges that a citizen of the country enjoys, 
unlike in the US where journalists have a limited First 
Amendment right not to be forced to reveal informa-
tion or confidential news sources in court. My argu-
ment is not that we should give special privileges to 
journalists.

The greatest strength of a journalist or a citizen 
is that he can approach the court and get redres-
sal of his grievance. Once this right is gone, he will 
be at the mercy of the police or the investigating 
agency which is, often, at the beck and call of those 
in power. When the Jesuit priest, Stan Swamy, died 
in police custody, the Bombay High Court hearing 
his bail application stood up and paid respect to the 
departed soul.
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N.V. Ramana

The next day when the police, which did not 
interrogate him even for a second after he was 
arrested, objected to the court paying last respect to 
him, the learned judges rescinded their action. Why 
could they not ask the prosecution to get lost. That 
needed guts which was, alas, found lacking in them. 
They behaved like Pilate who allowed the mob to 
have the blood of Jesus, though he knew in his heart 
of hearts that he was innocent.

Every time a judge gives a verdict, it sends out a 
signal that either emboldens or discourages a jour-
nalist. Take the case of a recent verdict given by a 
single-member Bench of the Kerala High Court. A 
petitioner, Shri Peter Myaliparambil, approached the 
court against the practice of printing Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi’s picture on the Covid vaccina-
tion certificates. He had a point that the practice was 
unacceptable.

I have taken the two doses of Covishield vaccine 
for which I paid from my own pocket. What role did 
Modi play in the vaccines I had? Nothing at all. Yet, 
I am forced to look at his face every time I have to 
take it out for travel or for other purposes. Justice 
PV Kunhikrishnan found the case “frivolous”. He had 
the power to dismiss the petition and hold his own 
views.

What I found unacceptable is the long lecture 
the judge gave on democracy. He said Modi had not 
come by removing the roof of a building. He was the 
elected leader etc. Tomorrow the same judge may 
say the same thing if Modi in his abundant wisdom 
decides to have his picture printed on the cover of 
the passports issued in the country? After all, it was 
this government which proposed to have multi-

ple coloured passports, for various sections of the 
people like blue collar and white collar workers, 
bureaucrats, aristocrats, diplomats etc.

What’s worse, the petitioner was fined Rs 1 lakh. If 
I were the judge I might also have dismissed the case 
because the courts could not be expected to review 
all the government decisions. I might have added 
that the PM had the power to have his photograph 
printed on the Covid death certificates as well! 

Rs 1 lakh is a big amount for an individual peti-
tioner. When advocate Prashant Bhushan was 
accused of a far more serious crime of causing 
contempt of the court, the Supreme Court imposed 
a fine of only Re 1.

The verdict is a reminder to anyone who chal-
lenges a government decision in a court of law. 
Siddique Kappan is a freelance journalist from 
Kerala. I know how poorly paid freelance journal-
ists are. He wanted to go to Hathras in UP to report 
a macabre incident. He got a free lift and he went 
there. On the way, the police arrested him and he 
has been in jail for the last one year. What crime has 
he committed? I am sure he will have to be released 
if he survives the ordeal of the jail. Will the govern-
ment compensate him?

In Kappan’s own state Kerala, a working journalist 
was hit by a speeding car and he died instantly. The 
driver of the car was a senior IAS officer who was in 
a state of inebriation. He did not spend a single day 
in jail. Today he is back in service, enjoying all the 
creature comforts that come with the three letters, 
IAS, while the journalist’s family has been going from 
pillar to post. This is how journalists are now treated 
in the country.

The Prime Minister had the practice of letting 
journalists accompany him on a rotational basis 
whenever he traveled abroad. As a routine, the PM 
used to address the Press on board the aircraft 

No	one	values	the	role	of	an	
independent	journalist	who,	
like	the	Prophets	in	the	Old	
Testament,	had	the	courage	
to	tell	the	rulers	that	they	
were	naked	if	they	are	indeed	
naked.	Is	it	any	wonder	that	
investigative	journalism	is	
becoming	a	concept	of	the	
past	with	no	future	at	all?
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twice during the journey, once while going and once 
while returning. The journalists were free to ask him 
any questions, not necessarily related to the trip 
concerned. Modi stopped this practice. Now he does 
not want the journalists to sit in the Press gallery in 
Parliament or meet MPs and ministers in the Central 
Hall of Parliament.

It is a blatant attempt to muzzle the Press and 
stop the free flow of information. The government 
feels that it has various other fora like the PM’s Mann 
Ki Baath, tweets on Twitter and non-stop coverage 
of PM’s visit to Kashi using as many as 55 cameras of 
Doordarshan to reach the people. They do not want 
journalists who question him. They want journalists 
who are his loudspeakers.

When	the	fundamentals	of	
the	Constitution	are	trampled	
upon	day	and	night	in	the	
eagerness	to	make	India	a	
theocratic	state	where	one	
man’s	word	is	the	law,	why	
blame	poor	journalists	alone	if	
they	do	not	find	the	situation	
conducive	to	investigate,	
report	and	survive	too?	

a  c l O S E  l O O K

hundreds of years. They went to a five-star hotel in 
Delhi and drank the choicest wine available there. 
Worse, the judges did not have the courage to iden-
tify the person who wrote the verdict.

For the whole one year, the farm sector in the 
country was upset over the three controversial 
laws Parliament enacted hastily. True, the court 
stayed the operation of the laws. It also appointed 
a committee to study the situation. Alas, the court 
did not have the courage to publish the report of the 
committee which is still under wraps.

Why should the court be afraid of releasing the 
report? I do not want to speculate on its contents. 
However, the decision to junk the report did not 
show the court in a good light. Finally, it was the 
determination of the farmers to fight to the finish, 
rather than the court’s intervention, that resulted in 
the rescinding of the three controversial laws.

In my younger days, journalists aspired to join a 
media organisation from where they aspired to retire 
as assistant editors or editors. Today, a graduate who 
did his journalism course is given a contract for two 
or three years. As he or she grows old, the chances 
of getting a job are almost nil. Contract labourer 
cannot be expected to take on the mighty govern-
ment, particularly when the media organisations 
they work for are hand in glove with those in power 
as during the Third Reich. 

Today a successful journalist is one who becomes 
an MLA or MP or minister. No one values the role of 
an independent journalist who, like the Prophets in 
the Old Testament, had the courage to tell the rulers 
that they were naked if they are indeed naked. Is it 
any wonder that investigative journalism is becom-
ing a concept of the past with no future at all?

When the fundamentals of the Constitution are 
trampled upon day and night in the eagerness to 
make India a theocratic state where one man’s word 
is the law, why blame poor journalists alone if they 
do not find the situation conducive to investigate, 
report and survive too? 

Before I conclude, I must thank you once again 
for generating a debate on the subject and wish you, 
your brother and sister judges of the Supreme Court 
a very happy Christmas and a prosperous and joyful 
New Year.

Yours etc 

One of the first things Modi did after he returned 
to power in 2019 was to reduce the status of Jammu 
and Kashmir to Union Territories. You are welcome 
to check the BJP’s poll promises as contained in its 
election manifestos. At no time did it make such a 
promise though abrogation of Article 370 was one of 
its key agendas. 

How did the court deal with the issue? Or, when 
the citizenship laws were amended and millions of 
people came out on the streets protesting against 
the new laws. The court did precious little. It was 
more concerned about a group of women blocking a 
small stretch of road in Delhi. 

One of your predecessors has in his autobiogra-
phy described how he and his fellow judges cele-
brated the Ayodhya Verdict in which they upheld 
the Muslim case to a T and, yet, allowed a temple to 
come up at the same spot where a mosque stood for 
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the Kolkata police chief once received a complaint against mother 
teresa. he told the complainant: “Come and replace the mother and her 

Sisters and i shall see they are out”. None came forward!
BY laNCy loBo

divulge any more details as the case is about minors. 
The police said that the institute is accused of trying 
to convert some young girls and they were asked to 
wear the cross.

Sister Rose Terrassa, working at the institute, 
rejected all the allegations of religious conversions at 
the children’s home and said that they only educate 
the kids. The children’s home looks after orphan 
kids and those who were rescued from child labour. 
When asked what led the complainant to believe that 
the institute was indulging in religious conversion, 
Makarpura police inspector J I Patel said, “According 
to the complaint, 13 copies of the Bible were found 
in the library of the institute. The NCPCR chairman 
said that his investigations led him to believe that the 
institute was resorting to conversion of young girls.”

The police added that there were allegations that 
the girls were asked to read the Bible and marriages 
of girls from other religions were done as per Chris-
tian rituals.

City Police Commissioner Shamsher Singh said, 
“There are prima facie three things in the social 

An institute run by the Missionaries of Char-
ity in Makarpura was booked for allegedly 
attempting to forcibly convert the young girls 

staying there. The police filed a case against the 
Children’s Home for Girls under amended Guja-
rat Freedom of Religion Act 2003 section 295 (A) 
pertaining to deliberate and malicious acts intended 
to outrage religious feelings of any class. 

The move came after the chairman of National 
Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) 
visited the children’s home in August this year. “He 
found some anomalies at the institute and wrote 
a letter to the District Collector asking to file a 
complaint against the institute. So, a committee was 
formed to investigate the case and it gave a report 
to the Collector. “I have filed a complaint with the 
police,” said Mayank Trivedi, social security officer. 
Trivedi, however, said that he is not authorized to 

It	is	said	that	Hindus	are	a	
dying	race	on	account	of	
conversions	even	though	
the	official	census	show	that	
Christian	population	has	
been	decreasing	over	the	
years.	Hindutvavadis	do	not	
believe	in	the	Census	as	it	
does	not	suit	their	twisted	
arguments
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security officer’s complaint. A girl was 
converted to Christian religion with-
out the permission of the District Collec-
tor which is mandatory and some of the 
girls in the institute were given Bible and 
crosses to wear. We will now investigate 
the complaint.” 

The secular Hindus, Muslims and Chris-
tians are considered to be the ‘Other’ 
for the Hindutvavadis in India. A book, 
“Hindus under Siege” by the maverick BJP 
leader Subramanian Swamy extolls the 
grandeur of Hindu civilisation and high-
lights the violence it suffered hundreds of 
years ago under the Muslim and British 
rule and calls for revenge on the Muslim 
and Christian descendants. This is manifested by 
calling the state to protect Hinduism through laws 
such as against cow slaughter (for Muslims) and 
anti-conversion (against Christians). 

Religious demography is used by Hindutva-
vadis twistedly to say that given the fertility rate 
of Muslims they will soon outnumber Hindus who 
are today 80% of the total population. It is said that 
Hindus are a dying race on account of conversions 
even though the official census show that Chris-
tian population has been decreasing over the years. 
Hindutvavadis do not believe in the Census as it does 
not suit their twisted arguments.

In 2015, Mohan Bhagwat, the RSS chief gave 
further impetus to anti-Christian sentiments when 
he stated, “Mother Teresa’s service would have been 
good. But it is used to have one objective, to convert 
the person, who was being served, into a Christian.” 
“Mother Teresa was a part of a conspiracy for Chris-
tianisation of India,” said another RSS leader, Indresh 
Kumar.

In some measure, Mahatma Gandhi too showed 
the way to present day Hindutvadis. He was against 
conversions by Christian missionaries. He said that 
missionaries may serve the poor Hindu dalits and 
tribals, but not convert them. 

Today the State has been defending Hinduism 
under Congress as well as BJP parties, though more 
virulently under the BJP by passing anti-conversion 
laws. The latest State to process such a law is Karna-
taka. 

In order to fight Christian proselytization, 
Churches have been vandalised, priests and nuns 
verbally and physically abused. During 2014-16, 
around 250 Christian places of worship suffered 
attacks each year. Physical abuse ranged from the 
arrest of members of a Christmas choir in Madhya 
Pradesh to the murder of Pastor Sultan Masih in 
front of his church in Ludhiana in July 2017. All India 
Christian Council enumerated incidents of this 
nature counting 147 of in 2014, 177 in 2015, 441 in 2016 
and 410 in the first six months of 2017.

Julio Rebeiro (IPS), a widely respected person for 
his integrity, wrote in 2015, “As a Christian, suddenly 
I am a stranger in my own country”. He further 
stated that the fact that Hindu extremists were 
never called to account for their misdeeds by those 
who are supposed to safeguard the rule of law.

As Christmas draws near each year and as elec-
tions draw near, the harassments and atrocities 
against Christians geometrically rise. That Covid 
has made life miserable for all citizens in this coun-
try is no concern of this majoritarian regime. There 
are more vital issues that should concern the regime 
such as poverty, unemployment, human rights etc., 

R E a l I T y  c H E c K
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but unfortunately attention from these issues has 
been diverted to flippant, imagined, non-issues like 
conversions. The Constitution guarantees the free-
dom of religion to each citizen:  however, the consti-
tution is not valued by this majoritarian and auto-
cratic rule. Continuance in power appears to be the 
priority, sacrificing the minorities and their rights.

The Sisters of Missionaries of Charity bathe, feed, 
house, and clothe the discards of society, belonging 
to all religions. One wishes that those who spread 
hate against Christians spend a day doing just what 
these Sisters are doing. There is a great likelihood 
that a society that does not look after its aged, disa-
bled, poor and the hungry will undergo a conversion 
of the heart if they spend a day there. 

One of the criticisms of the Church in India is 
that it has become merely a service provider in the 
domains of education, health and social service. 
Church’s work is actually covering up the failures 

lanCY lOBO is a research scholar, indian Social institute, Delhi
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of the State.  Instead of appreciating it, the State 
attempts to harass the Church. 

One is reminded of the Police head of Calcutta 
who received a complaint that Mother Teresa was 
converting people at Kali temple. He went personally 
and saw the work of Mother and responded to those 
who complained in the following manner. “Come and 
replace the Mother and her Sisters and I shall see 
they are out”. None came forward! 

A State that pretends to protect majoritarian reli-
gion itself is missionary. Apart from anti-conversion 
laws against Christians, the State has also brought in 
laws to deprive reservation benefits to dalit Chris-
tians either to revert them to Hinduism or discour-
age conversion. So, during the decennial Census 
the State makes the tribals to sign in as Hindus. 
Gandhi was a Hindu but his Hinduism had civiliza-
tional Hindu values of love, compassion, rule of law, 
and equality. But today’s regime treats minorities as 
second class citizens, promotes lynching and vandal-
ism, and abuses the law to harass those against it. 

Mother Teresa is an icon not only to India’s Chris-
tians but to the whole world. Very many secular 
Hindus and other religionists have been motivated 
to undertake works of charity by her example which 
promotes civilizational values of India. 

In a faith-based organisation one cannot but 
expect artefacts and literature on one’s faith. To 
accuse the organisation of converting others on the 
basis of such presence is very unconvincing. 

Gandhi	was	a	Hindu	but	his	
Hinduism	had	civilizational	
Hindu	values	of	love,	
compassion,	rule	of	law,	and	
equality.	But	today’s	regime	
treats	minorities	as	second	
class	citizens,	promotes	
lynching	and	vandalism,	
and	abuses	the	law	to	harass	
those	against	it



IndIan Currents  |  27 December 2021 - 02 January 202226

R E l I g I O u S  F R E E D O M

anti-conversion laws, including the latest one in Karnataka, presume no 
person has the intellect to profess a faith other than hinduism

BY joHN dayal

THe Cop will deCide your 
FaiTH and FaTe in india

In Karnataka, it is the neighborhood 
policeman who will decide if the faith of 
a new Christian is genuine or if there is 

something fishy about his conversion.
It is for him to report to the district 

magistrate if the person has been paid 
money, lured by a marriage trap or threat-
ened with divine fury to agree to be baptized 
a Christian. The pastor could spend up to 10 years 
in jail, even more, if he has been indicted in several 
such cases.

In real life, local police often accompany hate 
mobs, look on as churches are attacked and, more 
often than not, take the pastor into custody.

As in other Indian states, conversion to Hindu-
ism does not attract any penalties whatsoever as it is 
deemed to be the “original religion” of the land.

The Freedom of Religion Bill, accepted by the 
Karnataka cabinet, is the harshest among similar 
laws prevalent in nine other states in India — Arun-
achal Pradesh, Gujarat, Odisha, Himachal Pradesh, 
Madhya Pradesh, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, Uttar 
Pradesh and Uttarakhand.

Rajasthan has a similar law but it has not yet been 
signed by the governor. In Tamil Nadu, then chief 
minister J. Jayalalitha passed such a law but faced 
public outrage and an electoral defeat before she 
withdrew the law.

In an arrogant snub to society and the Indian 
constitution, all these laws — inspired by the Hindu 
right wing cutting across political parties — style 
themselves as “freedom of religion acts.” 

But it is the Rashtriya Swayamsewak Sangh and 
its daughter groups such as the Bajrang Dal who 
are most active, and its political face, the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) in power, that ensure the law gets 
weaponized.

The BJP rules the federal government in New 
Delhi and has control of 15 of the country’s 30 states, 
including Karnataka.

At their core, all such laws are similar. 
They presume that no person, much less 
if a woman, an indigenous Adivasi, or one 
who was once deemed in Hinduism to be 
an untouchable and now called a sched-
uled caste, has the intellect to profess a faith 
other than Hinduism unless someone else 
has offered an inducement by way of money, 

education, medicare or social change, or has been 
coerced by a show of force.

In recent years, with the rise in Islamophobia, and 
the fear that Muslims are increasing in numbers in 
the country, states have modified the law to all but 
outlaw interfaith marriages, also listing change of 
religion for marriage as a crime.

Scores of Muslim young men are in jail in Uttar 
Pradesh and other states for marrying Hindu women 
in what is called in mass media and political slogans 
as "love jihad."

Himachal Pradesh, then ruled by the Congress, 
was the first one to demand that a person and the 
clergyman give prior notice to the district magis-
trate before a change in religion. The high court 
struck down this requirement. The government later 
modified the wording.



27 December 2021 - 02 January 2022  |  IndIan Currents 27

R E l I g I O u S  F R E E D O M

The Supreme Court some decades ago upheld the 
basic premise of the law. It had also upheld Article 
341 (3), which in fact is the most punitive law against 
conversion from Dalit communities who risk losing all 
political and economic reservations and affirmative 
action if they chose to profess Islam or Christianity.

But in recent years the Supreme Court has upheld 
an individual’s right to privacy, an omnibus right that 
covers the way of life and several other civil issues. 
The constitution guarantees freedom of faith, includ-
ing the propagation of one’s religion.

The Supreme Court has not yet been asked to take 
a fresh look at all such anti-conversion laws in light of 
its ruling on the right to privacy. Senior constitutional 
and human rights lawyers such as Dr. Colin Gonsalves 
have said the laws, including that of Karnataka, can be 
successfully challenged in the Supreme Court, more 
so because they beget targeted hate and, in turn, 
violence against Christians and Muslims.

By the time 2021 ends, human rights activists say 
the number of violent attacks on Christians in the 
country may cross the 400 mark. It was variously 
recorded from 340 to 360 by the end of November. 
Catholic nuns, novices, clergy, itinerant small pastors, 
home churches and brick and mortar edifices have 
been attacked, congregations wounded. The police 
routinely arrest the Christian but ignore the attacker.

A major nationwide campaign against the Karna-
taka bill has been mounted by civil society activ-
ists, including the National Solidarity Forum, the All 
India Catholic Union, United Christian Forum and 
United Against Hate with Bangalore Archbishop Peter 
Machado as its visible leader.

Their major concern is the bill’s provisions to jail 
“those who indulge in mass conversion” for terms 
from three to 10 years, and a fine of 100,000 rupees . 
A “mass conversion” could include just a husband and 
wife becoming Christian or Muslim.

The bill says the "religious converter" shall give one 
month's prior notice to the district magistrate or an 
office designated by him. Marriages done for the sole 
purpose of unlawful conversion or vice versa will be 
declared void.

The mischief in this is clear as it empowers “any 
aggrieved person, his parents, brother, sister, or 
any other person, who is related to him by blood, 
marriage or adoption” to lodge a complaint with the 
police. The couple seem not to have any say in the 
matter. The law also takes away agency from Dalits 
and Adivasis. "Whoever contravenes the provision of 

section 3 in respect of a minor, a woman or a person 
belonging to the scheduled caste or scheduled tribe 
shall be punished with imprisonment for a term, 
which shall not be less than three years, but which 
may extend to 10 years and shall be liable to fine, 
which shall be not less than 50,000 rupees," the bill 
says.

Notice for conversion must be given two months 
in advance. The district magistrate should conduct 
an inquiry through police "with regard to real inten-
tion, purpose and cause of the proposed religious 
conversion." Of churches and pastors, the warn-
ing is even more clear. Any institution or organiza-
tion which violates the law will have its registration 
canceled.

But targeted violence by politically empowered 
mobs is the immediate fear.

Aakar Patel, former head of Amnesty India, has 
a graphic description of how the Sangh mobs are 
formed. “An organized group often numbering in the 
hundreds intrudes and begins chanting bhajans — 
hymns — and slogans inside the church and prayer 
hall while the service is on. They shout accusa-
tions of ‘forcible conversion’ without defining what 
this is or any evidence that it is happening. They are 
often violent and assault those gathered for prayer. 
The mob prevents the worshippers from record-
ing the violence, leaving little or no visual record 
of the offense. Often the result is that worshippers 
stop coming to the Mass, and perhaps that’s what is 
intended.”

Who, and how, will the empowered mob and its 
paymasters be held to account remains the question 
before civil society and the Church in India. 
Courtesy: UCANEWS

jOhn DaYal is a veteran journalist and human rights activist.
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a wrong precedence has been made by the PmO which invited the 
election Commission for a meeting on electoral reforms 

BY maNoj VargHese

Gone are the days when the Election 
Commission of India, especially when 
T N Seshan was its chief, showed its 

teeth. The District Collectors and the IAS 
officers took orders from the Commission. 
But, recently the Chief Election Commis-
sioneer (CEC) was called by the Prime Mnis-
ter’s Office (PMO), vide a communicque from 
the Law Ministry, to attend a meeting, along with 
the full bench. The meeting was to be presided over 
by the principal secretary of PMO. With the elec-
tions round the corner in five states, such a meeting 
is suspicious. As per the protocol, the CEC is listed at 
number 9, whereas the principal secretary is ranked 
at number 23.

According to  S Y Qureshi, former Chief Elec-
tion Commisisioner, no such informal meeting can 
take place on a serious topic like elctoral reforms. A 
wrong precedence has been set. It shows the weak-
ness of the CEC. Quoting his own example, he stated 
that he had relinquished the post of IAS officer, 
well in advance, before taking up as the Election 
Commissioner. He had refused the offer of the then 
Union Law Minister Veerapa Moily to meet over a 
cup of tea. Free and fair elections is the responsility 
of EC. ‘Neutrality” needs to be vissibile. 

“Earlier, on the demand of BJP as Opposition, 
we had shifted officials even upto the level of state 
secretary. Autonomous status of EC is supreme and 
it needs to be honoured. The dignity of our Constitu-
tion should be maintatined. Setting up a wall against 
the political parties is manatory for the EC to main-
tain its credibility. The PM and the CEC have taken 
an oath to uphold the dignity of the Constitution. 
Breach of constitutional improperity canot be toler-
ated,” he added.

The Rajya Sabha has since passed the Election 
Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2021, to link electoral roll 
data with Aadhaar. The Bill was passed in the Lok 

Sabha amid protests from the Opposition 
demanding it to be sent to a Parliamen-
tary Standing Committee. The Rajya Sabha 
approved the Bill, after members of the BJP, 
JD(U), YSRCP, AIADMK, BJD and TMC-M 
supported it, saying it will help in eradicat-
ing duplicate and fake voters from the elec-
toral rolls. However, members of the Oppo-

sition parties like the Congress, Trinamool Congress, 
Left parties, the DMK and the Nationalist Congress 
Party staged a walkout in protest.

According to the Union Law Minister Kiren Rijiju, 
the Bill would allow the electoral roll to be linked 
with Aadhar cards and it will be optional, not manda-
tory, but it will help us to sieve out fake voters. "The 
Bill proposes to replace the word 'wife' with 'spouse' 
to make the act (Representation of the People Act of 
1951) gender-neutral. It will also expand the limits of 
the election premises acquisition."

"Even after 18 years, the system said that one has 
to wait a whole year to exercise their voting rights 
if they could not register on January 1 (of the year of 
revision of electoral roll). This Bill will allow four qual-

eleCtORal ReFORmS
BreaCH oF ProtoCol
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ifying dates a year to register as voters." The Bill also 
seeks to allow the electoral registration officers to 
get Aadhaar numbers from "persons already included 
in the electoral roll for the purposes of authentica-
tion of entries in the electoral roll, and to identify 
registration of the name of the same person in the 
electoral roll of more than one constituency or more 
than once in the same constituency," Rijiju said.

Congress Lok Sabha MP Adhir Ranjan Chowd-
hury, however, alleged that the Bill was related to the 
upcoming Uttar Pradesh Assembly elections. "I don't 
know why the government was in hurry to pass the 
Bill. It should have been sent to a standing commit-
tee. We still don't have a data protection law. This 
may impact people's voting rights. The Government 
couldn’t keep the account of the Prime Minister from 
being hacked, it couldn’t be expected to protect the 
data of all the citizens," Chowdhury said. 

Five former CECs have condemned the move. 
Earlier the Supreme Court had stated that Aadhar 
card cannot be the basis for casting votes. Voters 
right is at stake, bogus votes are likely to rise and 
biometric cannot be the basis. The privacy under 
Article 21 is breached. Eyebrows are raised on as 
to how the data of over 90 crore voters will be 
managed. Earlier, only the EVM was under the lens 
of suspicion, now the entire move is raising mistrust, 
say political experts.

Earlier, over 500 intellectuals had approached 
the government to reconsider its move of elec-
toral reforms. Passing a Bill in 10-15 minutes, with no 
discussions, is defamatory for the Parliament. Unfor-
tunately, one of the main pillars of democracy, that 
is law making body, is losing its credibility. Aadhar is 
not a safe means, with its availability in 5 minutes at 
Rs 250. Are we heading towards “One nation and one 
election” concept. The way such Bills are brought 
up in a haste, is dubious. Around 310 out of 349 bills 
have been passed in this manner. ‘There is some-
thing suspicious’, opine some mediamen.

Senior Journalist N K Singh asserts that the inten-
tion is not clear. Inefficiency and distress is the 
reason for introducing the electrol reforms. Govern-
ment has admitted in courts several times that our 
data is not complete. One poor girl died after six 
months of not getting the ration, as her finger print 
was not matching with the Aadhar card. Also, the 
move could be misused based on the caste and reli-
gion, he added. 

Over 19 lakh Bangladeshi refugees were reported 

in the National Register of Citizens. Where have 
they gone? Have they infiliterated into various parts 
of the country or have been sent back or have been 
included in the aadhar card. 

How will the proposed reforms in the electoral 
system help in sieving out fake voters? "Aadhaar 
linking with electoral roll will solve one of the major 
problems in Electoral database management which 
is multiple enrolment of the same person at differ-
ent places," said people aware of the developments.

"This may be due to the frequent shifting of 
residence by electors and getting enrolled in the 
new place without deleting the previous enrol-
ment. Thus, the possibility of electors whose names 
appear in more than one electoral roll or at times 
more than once in the same electoral roll can be 
removed," they added.

The government functionaries said that once 
Aadhaar linkage is achieved, the electoral roll data 
system will instantly alert the existence of previ-
ous registration whenever a person applies for new 
registration. "This will help in cleaning the electoral 
roll to a great extent and facilitate elector regis-
tration in the location at which they are ‘ordinarily 
resident’."

Mallikarjun Kharge, the Leader of Opposition in 
the Rajya Sabha, hit out at the Centre and said the 
Bill was passed without any "discussion or debate" 
and called it "mockery of democracy".

During the debate, Congress leader Shashi 
Tharoor said that Aadhaar, a 12-digit unique iden-
tity number that contains biometric and demo-
graphic information of citizens, is "only meant to be 
proof of residence and not proof of citizenship". "If 
you are in a position asking for Aadhaar for voters, 
all you are getting is a document that reflects resi-
dence, not citizenship. You're potentially giving the 
vote to non-citizens," Tharoor added.

Aadhar card can give us the right to vote, 
but not the right of citizenship. A mjor chunk of 
public feels that there should be a ceiling on the 
expenses of the poltical parties, but that aspect has 
been overlooked in the electoral reforms. In the 
name of electoral reforms, the stature of Election 
Commission has been reformed. Are we heading 
towards “One Nation, One Election and One 
Government” theory? 

ManOj VargheSe is a media and Communication expert
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if the government actually believed in the role of women in economic 
growth, why did it not announce various schemes when the country was 

reeling under the pandemic?
BY jaswaNt kaur

Another year is about to end. The year 
2021 will always be remembered as a 
year of massive destruction. Lakhs of 

people lost their lives to the pandemic. The 
second wave of the disease was way more 
devastating than anyone could imagine. The 
threat of a third wave is looming large as 
more and more people test positive for the 
new variant of the virus called Omicron.

Countries like South Africa, the UK, Denmark and 
Norway have seen a sudden jump in the number 
of people who tested positive for Omicron. It has 
been spreading very fast. India, too, has around 100 
such cases at the time of writing. In view of this, is it 
sensible to have a gathering of over two lakh people 
albeit women, simply because elections are round 
the corner, in a state that decides the fate of political 
parties for Lok Sabha elections? Did we not commit 
the same mistake early this year during the West 
Bengal assembly elections?

Ironically, this gathering was organized for the 
visit of none other than the Prime Minister. Now 
many would ask why only women were asked to 
come? Why not men? Well, if one looks at elections 

in other states, it is evident that women 
have played a major role in helping the BJP 
to win elections. Assam is a case in point. 
Despite the fact that out of 946 candidates, 
who fought elections, only 74 were women, 
82.4 per cent women turned up for voting.

In fact, schemes like Vistarita Kanak-
lata Mahila Sabalikaran Yojana, (prom-

ising a capital subsidy and a revolving fund of Rs. 
50,000 and Rs. 25,000 each respectively to self-help 
groups), Aideu Handique Mahila Sanman Achoni, 
(payment of Rs. 300 per month to unmarried or a 
divorcee woman between the age of 35-60 years), 
Jeevika Sakhi Express (provision of a two-wheeler to 
a Jeevika Sakhi or community resource person) and 
many more were launched.

The most popular one was Orunodoi, a direct 
benefit transfer targeting women as “primary care-
takers of the household, with annual income of less 
than Rs. 2 lakh. The scheme benefited more than 1.7 

FlOOD OF FReeBieS
iN tHe Name oF womeN

The	schemes	announced	
by	the	Prime	Minister	would	
have	solved	the	financial	
crunch	people	faced	if	they	
were	announced	earlier.	
Ironically,	they	were	given	
a	monthly	allowance	of	Rs.	
500,	which	was	grossly	inad-
equate	to	meet	their	basic	
needs,	forget	the	costs	associ-
ated	with	medicationPM Modi launches women-centric initiatives in Prayagraj
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million women in Assam. But for these schemes, the 
BJP would not have won the assembly elections.

Coming back to the gathering of over two lakh 
women in Uttar Pradesh, it seems that the BJP is 
repeating the tactics that helped it in winning Assam 
elections. During his address to the women, the 
Prime Minister promised to transfer Rs. 1,000 crore 
directly into the bank accounts of Self Help Groups 
(SHGs) impacting the lives of 16 lakh women. The 
Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana – National Rural Liveli-
hood Mission (DAY-NRLM) will be used for transfer-
ring Rs. 1.10 lakh per SHG as community investment 
fund and 60,000 SHGs will receive a revolving fund 
of Rs. 15,000 each.

Not only this, he will also transfer money under 
a scheme supported by the World Bank for creat-
ing business correspondent Sakhis (BC-Sakhis) 
in villages. Typically, a BC-Sakhi acts like a chal-
ta-firta (moving) bank for the people staying in 
remote villages, where a bank is many miles away. 
The prime minister promised that he will transfer a 
monthly stipend of Rs. 4,000 into the bank accounts 
of 20,000 such Sakhis for a period of six months so 
that they can have a stable source of income until 
they start earning commission on the transactions 
done by them.

He also promised to transfer an amount of over 
Rs. 20 crore to one lakh beneficiaries, Rs. 15,000 
each, under the Mukhya Mantri Sumangala Scheme, 
which provides for conditional cash transfer to a girl 

child at different stages of her life.
He also laid the foundation stone of 202 supple-

mentary nutrition manufacturing units at an outlay 
of Rs. 1 crore each. These units will receive funds 
through the SHGs. On a lighter note, one may think, 
why 202? It could have been 200 or 250? 

All this is being done in the name of women 
empowerment. The question is, if the government 
actually believed in the role of women in economic 
growth, why did it not announce this scheme when 
the country was reeling under the pandemic?

In fact, a report titled “State of working India 
2021 – one year of Covid-19,” released in May this 
year, showed that women lost more employment 
than men during the first wave of the pandemic. 
Nearly half of the formal salaried workers switched 
to the informal sector for their survival. The report 
revealed that 230 million more people fell below the 
national minimum wage poverty line. It also showed 
that the poorest households took the largest loans, 
as compared to their earnings, ironically from the 
private lenders at very high interest rates.

Even during the latter half of the year, when the 
restrictions were lifted, the income levels remained 
low as compared to the pre-pandemic levels. Only 
47.6 per cent people remained in the category of 

PM Modi to transfer 1000cr in account of SHGs for 
women empowerment
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permanent salaried employees, 34.1 
per cent became self-employed, 9.8 
percent took up daily-wage work and 
8.5 per cent became temporarily sala-
ried.

If one talks of the paraphernalia 
aimed at promoting financial inclu-
sion, it would not be an understate-
ment to say that the entire machin-
ery failed badly. The relief packages (if 
at all this is the right term to be used) 
did not reach more than 50 per cent 
of the intended population. The SHGs, 
which could get credit easily during 
the pre-pandemic period, did not get 
much out of such packages. In fact, 
the government promised to double 
the maximum credit limit for women 
SHGs from Rs. 10 lakh to Rs. 20 lakh. 
It was claimed that 63 lakh SHGs and 
seven crore poor households will benefit from it.

A working committee, more popularly known as 
the U K Sinha committee, constituted by the Reserve 
Bank of India proposed this change in 2019 in view of 
increasing inflation. However, the fact is that most 
of the SHGs are not eligible for the earlier credit 
limit of Rs. 10 lakh, forget availing of Rs. 20 lakh! 
On an average, an SHG took a loan of Rs. 1.3 lakh. 
Even if the loan value was increased, they would not 
have become eligible to receive Rs 20 lakh. In other 
words, this scheme never got implemented in real 
terms and was just an eye wash.

In fact, many SHGs could not even avail of the 
normal loans, especially those members who 
migrated back to their native village. Loan was given 
taking into account the repaying capacity of the 
members, rather than the prospective source of 
income or need of the members. 

Simply put, the schemes announced by the Prime 
Minister would have solved the financial crunch 
people faced if they were announced earlier. Iron-

Independent	institutions	like	
the	election	commissioners	
have	been	put	to	use	by	the	
powers	that	be	to	serve	their	
own	ends

ically, they were given a monthly allowance of Rs. 
500, which was grossly inadequate to meet their 
basic needs, forget the costs associated with medi-
cation.

Last week’s announcement is nothing but a poll 
gimmick to entice the women voters. Ironically, 
public money is being used to meet their selfish 
ends. And nothing is being done to keep a check on 
such practices.  

Now many may ask, is it ethical to announce such 
schemes just before the elections? What is the role 
of the election commissioner? This question has 
been raised many times. In fact, it came up for hear-
ing before the Supreme Court in 2019. 

The apex court had directed the election commis-
sioner to prepare guidelines for conducting free and 
fair elections for stopping use of such freebies but 
nothing concrete has happened in this direction. 
Unfortunately, the so-called independent institu-
tions like the election commissioners have been put 
to use by the powers that be to serve their own ends. 
Till the time institutions like the election commis-
sion are given power in real terms, gatherings such 
as these will continue to be conducted, irrespective 
of a global threat or an economic crunch. After all, 
nothing matters more than the power and clout that 
political positions bring with them. 

jaSwanT kaur is a company secretary, can be reached at  
jassi.rai@gmail.com

aBout thE author
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tHe gaFFe oF tHe year
Former CJi Ranjan Gogoi’s disingenuous repetition of his own 

past in his autobiography has been an unmitigated disaster
BY matHew joHN

As his version of the controversial 
verdicts on the sexual harassment charges, 
Rafale, Ayodhya, the Assam NRC have 
already been analyzed threadbare and his 
apologia torn to shreds, I propose to focus, 
instead, on the overall merits of the book 
in terms of authenticity and the insights it 

provides into the psyche of the author.
Located where I am, I could not get a hard copy 

of his book, which is how I like to do my reading, 
but being of immediate topical interest, I ventured 
to ask the dear spouse to download the book on her 
kindle. My request was met with utter disdain. She 
reminded me of Mark Twain’s observation that a 
man who reads trash has no advantage over the man 
who cannot read but notwithstanding the insult, I 
got to read the book on her kindle. In retrospect, her 
pre-emptive judgement of Ranjan Gogoi’s autobiog-
raphy was spot on! 

Two of the greatest writers and humanists have 
cautioned about the hazards of writing an autobi-
ography. George Orwell had this to say: “Autobiog-
raphy is only to be trusted when it reveals some-
thing disgraceful. A man who gives a good account 
of himself is probably lying, since any life when 
viewed from the inside is simply a series of defeats.” 
Mark Twain was even more scathing in his diag-
nosis: “An autobiography is the truest of books, for 
while it inevitably consists mainly of extinctions of 
the truth…. the remorseless truth is there between 
the lines, where the author-cat is raking dust upon it 
which hides from the disinterested spectator neither 
it nor its smell…. the results being that the reader 
knows the author despite his wily diligences.” The 
former Chief Justice has clearly learnt nothing from 
such cautionary warnings.

His autobiography, written in syntax-challenged, 
cliche-ridden, desultory prose is a resounding vindi-
cation of the two great writers’ belief that an autobi-
ography is a cesspool of falsehoods and half-truths, 
which inevitably exposes the author’s many blem-
ishes. To give one example of the twisted verbiage 
of the conflicted soul: “…. why from one perspective 

There is an old Arab proverb that you 
should write the bad things that 
happen to you in the sand so that they 

can be easily erased from your memory. I 
would add that the bad things that you have 
done should also be written in sand so that 
they can hopefully be erased from your and 
the public memory. 

Which brings me to the gaffe of the expiring 
year, 2021. Indubitably, that dubious honour goes 
to the controversial retired Chief Justice, Ranjan 
Gogoi, who did not write the bad things that he did 
in the sand but in the form of his autobiography 
titled “Justice for the Judge”. It has turned out into 
a humongous clanger, further compounded by the 
rash of foot in the mouth interviews that he gave to 
the electronic media.

R E v I E w
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the institution may appear to be shrouded in opac-
ity and why, at the same time, this may be necessary. 
I also disclose that opacity or lack of transparency is 
not synonymous with absence of correct and cogent 
reasons for decisions taken.”

The book kicks off on the wrong foot. The 
blurb announces the book as “the story of a man 
of consummate ambition”, at best a left-handed 
compliment when one considers that overween-
ing ambition has a tendency to dispense with other 
human values. One is then struck by the author’s use 
of “Prologue” for the introduction to his book, a term 
that is normally deployed as a rubric for the intro-
ductory section in a fictional or dramatic work, but 
having diligently ploughed through the contents, I 
cannot help but conclude that it is a Freudian slip 
considering the profusion of fiction in the narration. 

This autobiography holds interest only because 
it is arguably about the most infamous period in the 
history of the Supreme Court when he was the CJI. 
His prologue immediately puts one on guard. When 
the author proclaims that he would be giving “an 
accurate perspective of the working of the judicial 
system, clearing of the fog of misinformation” and 
how he showed “the courage to take decisions, true 
to his conscience, without favour and fear of conse-
quences or brickbats from certain quarters”, the 
reader knows that he has to watch out.  

Gogoi declares that his book is a “frank revelation” 
of happenings, and that he has been “as forthright 
as always”. Coming from a man who used the “sealed 
cover” trickery to conceal critical information from 
the public in the Rafale case, who resorted to the 

secret in-house procedure to shroud the investiga-
tion of the sexual assault allegations against him, and 
who shelved the Kashmir habeas corpus and elec-
toral bond petitions in a sellout to the political exec-
utive, that’s a bit rich.

The fictional element in the telling of his life 
story is straightaway apparent. Can you trust a man 
who dresses up even his failures so that they are 
never attributed to his own inadequacy but are due 
to somebody else or quirky fate? About his perfor-
mance in the Civil Services examination, he states 
that he qualified for the interview and then: “All went 
well until I reached the last person on the interview 
panel -- Dr Sarup Singh, former VC of DU. I gave a 
reply that made Dr Singh considerably agitated. I 
sensed that I had been eliminated. I was proved right 
when the results were declared.” 

Gogoi’s version is a complete misrepresentation 
of the selection process for IAS recruitment of his 
time. A candidate’s suitability was adjudged, not on 
a single answer in the half-hour interview before 
a full-fledged board but on his overall score in the 
written exam and interview combined comprising 
1750 marks, of which 300 marks were earmarked for 
the interview. Gogoi insults the reader with such 
mendacious hogwash!

It is difficult to respect a man who gives incon-
sistent, even contradictory arguments to justify his 
actions. About the Ayodhya case reaching fruition 
in his watch, Gogoi boasts: “While the contribu-
tion of my brother judges…. must be acknowledged, 
what cannot be lost sight of is that without the iron 
will of the CJI as the leader, the culmination of the 

R E v I E w
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matter would not have been possible.” In effect, he 
confirmed the status of the CJI as the driving force 
in the Court hierarchy who has his way when he 
decides to.

Now for the doublespeak when confronted with 
his biggest test as CJI -- his alleged sexual assault 
of a junior court functionary. As the accused in the 
case, he breached all norms of jurisprudence by 
presiding over the first committee that issued an 
“innocent” order (but actually a pre-emptive order) 
urging the media to show restraint in the coverage 
of “wild and scandalous allegations which irrepara-
bly damage reputation and negate independence of 
judiciary.”

By his direct involvement in the whole process, 
including nomination of the investigative head of the 
in-house committee to decide his own case, he was 
certainly displaying the “iron will of the CJI as leader” 
-- his phrase congratulating himself on the Ayodhya 
verdict. And yet he has the gall to suggest that 
although in hindsight he should not have been on 
the committee, he had ensured an impartial probe 
by appointing his good friend, Justice Bobde, to head 
the in-house inquiry committee that dismissed the 
charges. 

His point-blank refusal to set up a committee of 
retired SC judges or outsiders to probe the charges 
on the grounds that it vitiated the laid-down proce-
dures for such in-house committees contradicts 
the strong views expressed by him on Rafale: “The 
highest court in the land cannot be understood to 
be entrapped by any particular procedure and must 
always be left with the freedom to develop its own 
procedures from time to time.” Expediency was what 
determined his actions as CJI and not principle.

Democracy is best served when there is a puta-
tive tension between the judiciary and the political 
executive, more so at a time when the democratic 
space is shrinking. But Gogoi sees the relationship in 
an altogether different light. According to his version 
of judicial autonomy, “our judges have perfected 
the means of retaining their independence without 
getting into any confrontation with the executive”, 
which is, in truth, an accurate and polite description 
of a compromised judiciary.

While the world expressed concerns regarding 
the exercise of arbitrary executive power and dimin-
ishing freedoms in India, the Supreme Court, during 
his tenure as Chief Justice, helped the executive in 
its dirty work by drawing a veil of secrecy through 

the “sealed cover” subterfuge in the Rafale case and 
by endorsing the lame government trope of “national 
security”. With the very same intent of helping the 
regime, he relegated to the back burner the habeas 
corpus petitions of Kashmir and the foul-smelling 
electoral bonds issue for the flimsiest of reasons. 
Although he has not said so in his book, he can right-
fully claim credit for doing more than any other 
public functionary to shore up a corrupt, majoritar-
ian government.

It is no surprise that a recurring theme through-
out is his apoplectic rage against a certain section 
of civil society that he does not name, but we know 
who they are. Doppelgänger-like, he shares the 
present regime’s hostility toward dissidents and crit-
ics who have relentlessly focused on exposing the 
transgressions of the governing elite. Sadly for him, 
his memoirs have provided grist for even more lethal 
attacks on his legacy.

Given the fierce blowback that has greeted his 
autobiography, he must surely be ruing the fact that 
the ink didn’t run dry before he put pen to paper. 
Anyone who has had the strength of will to be able 
to go through this book will confirm that Gogoi’s 
disingenuous repetition of his own past has been 
an unmitigated disaster. My studied assessment is 
that by writing his autobiography, the former CJI has 
authored his own infamy! 

MaThew jOhn is a former civil servant

aBout thE author
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Restrictions on the festivities and the threat from the right wing groups is 
an opportunity for the followers of Jesus to focus more on the message of 

Christmas and equip themselves in order to give powerful witness to Jesus
BY jaCoB PeeNikaParamBil 

CeleBratiNg CHristmas
INSIGHTS	FROM	NATIvITY	

NARRATIveS

The celebration of Christmas in 2021 also 
comes under the shadow of restric-
tions due to the increasing number 

of Omicron variant of coronavirus. Some 
state governments have already announced 
limits on the festivities related to Christmas 
and New Year. Added to the worry regard-
ing the spread of the pandemic, the Christian 
community in India is constantly under the threat 
of violence from the right wing hooligans. They may 
barge into prayer halls and churches and unleash 
violence on the faithful even on the Christmas day 
accusing them of conversion, and the police may 
remain as mere spectators.  

Restrictions on the festivities and the threat from 
the right wing groups may be an opportunity for 
the followers of Jesus to focus more on the message 
of Christmas and equip themselves in order to give 
powerful witness to Jesus. A reflection on the Gospel 
narratives related to the birth of Jesus can help the 

followers of Jesus to draw useful insights for 
strengthening their faith, and to live their 
faith against various odds, including perse-
cutions.

1) making right Choices in life
Mary’s “yes” to become the mother of Jesus 

is an invitation to all followers of Jesus to make right 
choices in life. Every choice has corresponding chal-
lenges and Mary too had many challenges. But she 
had the courage to accept the challenges after 
weighing the benefits to humanity if she said “Yes” to 
God. 

Everyday life provides the followers of Jesus with 
challenging situations to make their choices: choice 
to follow the crowd or to make a difference by setting 
new trends; a choice to tell lies and escape punish-
ment or tell the truth and suffer the consequences; 
a choice to be original or to copy others ideas and 
style; a choice to be indifferent and allow injustice to 

flourish or to speak for justice and to pay the 
price, as many social activists and journalists 
are doing in India under the BJP regime.

2) life is not about receiving but 
giving
God became a human being in the person of 
Jesus so that people may have life and have it 
abundantly. Jesus taught his disciples by his 
life and discourses that the purpose of life is 
achieved by giving, giving without expect-
ing anything in return. Mary presented herself 
as an excellent example of giving by going 
in haste to serve her cousin Elizabeth who 
became pregnant in her advanced age. Her 
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response was immediate and without any request 
from Elisabeth.

Life provides abundance of opportunities to the 
followers of Jesus to bring relief, consolation and 
joy in lives of those who are in need by giving time, 
talents and financial and material resources. When 
millions of people are suffering due to the conse-
quences of the pandemic, are the followers of Jesus 
generous to share their resources with the needy?

3) Simplicity and wisdom lead to 
discernment of the divine and manifesta-
tion of the divine
When Jesus was born in Bethlehem People did not 
recognize the messiah in child Jesus. That is why 
Mary and Joseph did not get a place and Mary had 
to give birth to Jesus in a manger. But two groups of 
people could discern the divine in child Jesus. They 
are the simple shepherds who were given the news 
about the birth of Jesus by angels and the three wise 
men, magi, who came from the east guided by a star.  
The shepherds were simple people without preju-
dices and they were open to the message from God. 
As a result they could perceive the messiah in child 
Jesus. The magi because of their eagerness to search 
and learn with openness could discern the messiah in 
the child Jesus.  

In order to see God in human beings and perceive 
the divine plan in the phenomenal changes taking 
place in the world and in India, and respond to them 
creatively the followers of Jesus need a combina-
tion of simplicity, openness and intelligence. In prac-
tical terms, the Christian faithful are to be empow-

ered through a holistic pastoral approach so that 
they would be able to take leadership in the society 
at large and in their respective fields/professions. 
Instead of investing resources to build grandiose 
churches and erecting huge statues, resources are to 
be invested in the human development of the faithful.  

Leaders of Christian communities, especially bish-
ops, priests and the Religious, also have to undergo 
a radical change in their mindset in order to discern 
the divine and manifest the divine through their 
interventions in society. They need to concentrate on 
human resource development of the Church person-
nel instead of going after aimless institutional expan-
sion so that they become influential leaders who can 
function as salt and light in contemporary society. 

4) leaders need to avoid obsession with 
power and use power only for Fulfilling 
responsibilities
Leaders in any community are entrusted with certain 
powers and these powers are given to them to fulfill 
their responsibilities. Sometimes the leaders become 
obsessed with their powers and forget their respon-
sibilities and even misuse their power. When King 
Herod heard from the magi about the birth of “a 
baby born to be the king of Jews”, he was very upset. 
He felt threatened about his power and it led to the 
massacre of thousands of boys in Bethlehem and 
its neighbourhood, who were two years old and 
younger.

Jesus presented himself as a sublime example of 
leadership. He told his disciples bluntly that author-
ity is for service and not to lord over others. He also 
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said that the “Son of Man did not come to be served, 
but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for 
many” (Mt. 20:28). By presenting the parable of the 
Good Shepherd Jesus explained to his disciples the 
qualities needed for a leader: deep knowledge about 
the people, care and concern for the people, lead-
ing from the front and readiness to protect people 
even by laying down one’s life. When the Christian 
community in India is facing constant attacks from 
the right wing groups the leaders have to introspect 
whether they have the expected leadership qualities 
and commitment to lead their people through crisis 
management and crisis prevention.

5) Be innocent as doves and prudent as 
Serpents
When Joseph and Mary came to know about the 
order of King Herod to kill all mail children below 
the age of two, they escaped to Egypt and remained 
there till the death of Herod. Jesus could foresee the 
opposition and harassment his followers would have 
to face in the future. That is why he advised them to 
be innocent as doves and prudent as serpents. 

When the followers of Jesus have to face crises, 
they should not compromise with their integrity. At 
the same time they may not go for a direct confron-
tation with the adversaries. In the context of India 
today prudence on the part of the followers of Jesus 
demands building public relations, especially with the 
members of civil society, local leaders and officials. 
Prudence also demands cultural adaptation. The 
majority community has a perception that Muslims 
and Christians in India follow an alien culture. Failure 
to adapt to the cultural ethos of people, especially in 
the mission areas, can lead to alienation from people. 
The followers of Jesus, especially the priests and reli-

gious, have to introspect whether they are repre-
senting an alien culture because of their attire, food 
habits and lack of proficiency in local language.

6) Become Humane – essence of  
Spirituality
God became human in the person of Jesus in order to 
teach men and women how to live as human beings. 
The Gospels depict a Jesus who is endowed with 
all noble human qualities like selfless love, forgive-
ness, compassion, courage, respect for individu-
als etc. Only when the followers of Jesus are able to 
reflect these qualities in their lives, will they be able 
to witness Jesus. As Jesus was a man for others, the 
followers of Jesus also have to become altruistic. 

Rituals, prayers and preaching about Jesus cannot 
replace following the way of Jesus. Mahatma Gandhi 
often challenged the foreign missionaries of his time 
to live the values of Jesus instead of proving the 
superiority of Christian religion by presenting theo-
logical arguments. Gandhiji told them, “You Chris-
tians, especially missionaries, should begin to live 
more like Christ. You should spread more of the 
Gospel of love and you should study non-Christian 
faiths to have a more sympathetic understanding of 
them.”

To be humane, the followers of Jesus also have to 
undergo a paradigm shift from religiosity of rituals to 
spirituality of practicing the core values of Jesus. That 
is why Jesus gave a new commandment to his disci-
ples on the eve of his death. “A new command I give 
you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you 
must love one another” (John 13:34). The three main 
characteristics of love, as reflected in the teachings 
of Jesus, are forgiveness, compassion and non-dis-
crimination or respecting the dignity of every indi-
vidual.

Let the celebration of Christmas 2021 be an occa-
sion for the followers of Jesus, especially those who 
are in India, to introspect whether they have been 
sincere in following the way of Jesus and effective in 
witnessing Jesus, the “Son of Man”. The most effective 
means to resolve as well as to prevent crises faced 
by Christians in India today is to follow THE WAY OF 
JESUS as depicted in the Gospels. 

jaCOB peenikaparaMBil is a trainer and consultant to Non-
Profit Organizations and presently a team member of Universal 
Solidarity movement (USm) indore. he can be reached at: 
jacobpt48@gmail.com

aBout thE author
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BeyoNd CriBs aNd 
Cakes

the modi Govt. had made Christmas as Good Governance Day, to honour 
former Prime minister atal Behari Vajpayee, making it a working day for 
govt. staff. But the governance in the last few years is far from being good

BY juliaN s das

The birth of Jesus in a manger in Bethle-
hem may not mean much to the major-
ity of this nation, but surely it means 

a lot to those who are convinced that peace 
and joy are gifts lavished on us who did not 
merit this magnanimous act of God. It is one 
thing to refuse to accept grace, freely given 
to us, but it is a different matter when such grace 
is abused and tarnished, and that is exactly what 
is making the year-end festive mood gloomy and 
melancholic.

But it matters if a cross-section of the society is 
forced to forego the festive mood, because those 
who have power over them might have thought it is 
better that they grope in darkness and do not see 
the light of day. There is immense sadistic joy to 
witness those on the other side of the fence starve 

and die, feel the pain in their bones and are 
subjected to slow death.

Cosmopolitan Christmas
We come across missionary school chil-
dren of all religions preparing the adora-
ble crib in their houses. Most of them might 

not believe in what Christians profess, practice and 
promote; but they know that the crib is one little 
way how they join the universal community in cele-
brating the unique event in human history, where 
God entered the human world to change things 
which were considered ‘unchangeable’. 

How we wish the adults not only allow their little 
ones to do what pleases them or permit them grudg-
ingly, but join their little fancies and enjoy what the 
air around is full of. If that would happen, then there 

c H R I S T M a S  R E F l E c T I O n S
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would be too little violence and persecution against 
Christians in the country, and there would be greater 
regard for what the Christian missionaries have 
contributed to nation-building (perhaps much more 
than all the Vishwa Hindu Parishad, or the Bajrang 
Dal, or their parental organization, Rashtriya Sway-
amsevak Sangh, all put together). If only these fanat-
ics leave behind the religious part aside for a while 
and look at issues from a different vantage point, 
then they would have too little to hate the Christians 
for.

good governance or good riddance?
It might sound crazy, but there have been people 
around in our country, who thought one of the 
best ways to smother the spirit of Christmas was 
to create an alibi, which will throw mud on those 
who have lined up a series of celebrations and 
merry-making with their family and friends. Thank 
God, there is a good enough reason, if we go by 
those who govern us, to dump the Christmas and 
raise the flags of ‘Good Governance Day’ on the very 
day.

The former Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, 
whose birth day coincides with the babe in the 
manger, would have never allowed his name dragged 
in to shroud Christmas joy; the co-founder of the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) surely was not such a 
hard-hearted man, as his successors turned out to 
be. The ‘Susashan Divas’, as it is dubbed in Hindi, is 
a tribute to the man, who had contributed to the 
building of the name through his good govern-
ance. The idea behind instituting an annual day was 
to “honour Prime Minister Vajpayee by fostering 
awareness among the Indian people of accountabil-
ity in government”. 

This is a tribute made by the incumbent PM 
Narendra Modi on December 23, 2014, while honour-
ing the then 90-year-old Vajpayee and Madan 
Mohan Malaviya posthumously with the highest 
Indian civilian award, Bharat Ratna, bestowed on 
them by the then President Pranab Mukherjee.

What is ironical about the institution of the Good 
Governance Day by Modi is that he is the one who 
indulged in anything other than being accountable, 
with his historic move with “PM Cares” fund which is 
not audited, which is not accountable to those who 
doled out their mite, hoping it would reach the most 
deserving of the nation. 

If Modi meant to follow his mentor in being 
accountable, then he would not have thought of a 
shadow account, or at least would have brought it 
under the government exchequer or private Regis-
tered Society or Trust, whose accounts should be 
audited and made public.

Sabotaging Serenity
At the first sight, the great work of instituting a day 
to honour a former Prime Minister may be praise 
worthy, and making his birth day as a model day of 
good governance may be seen as noble. But behind 
the façade of these noble ideologies is the hidden 
face of the Hindutvawadis who are ready to sabotage 
the peace and joy of Christmas.

Though Christmas has been a gazetted holi-
day, after the institution of the Good Governance 
Day, it is made a working day for the government, 
which implies that Christian government employees 
would be duty-bound to attend office, on the second 
biggest feast of their religion. 

Though	Christmas	has	
been	a	gazetted	holiday,	
after	the	institution	of	the	
Good	Governance	Day,	it	is	
made	a	working	day	for	the	
government,	which	implies	
that	Christian	government	
employees	would	be	duty-
bound	to	attend	office
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We had seen such things happening when the 
Election Commission of India deliberately held 
Panchayat or Municipality or Assembly or Lok Sabha 
elections on Good Friday, and compelling Christian 
teachers and poll officers to be on duty, even on one 
of the most important days of their religiosity. Obvi-
ously, the right-wing leaders cannot accept Chris-
tians being joyful. One simple question that we can 
pose to them is this: Would the leaders do the same 
on a significant Hindu festival?

governance at its worst
Those who claim that the present government at the 
Centre is an exemplary one, then we may have to 
take a good look at what governance is. Governance, 
if it were to be a model, has to be one where all the 
decisions are not only benefiting those at the lowest 
rungs of the societal structure, but also those where 
such people are part of the decision-making process.

We may take a close look at some of the most 
debated, discussed and hugely opposed Bills passed 
by the Parliament and have become law like the Citi-
zenship Amendment Act and the three ominous 
Farm laws (which have since been repealed). The 
same is the case with demonetization and the Goods 
and Services Tax. Some of the most sensitive laws of 
far-reaching consequences have been made at the 
eleventh hour, giving no adequate time to debate. 

If we have to summarise the nature of governance 
at the Centre, it is far from being 'good', and cele-
brating once a year 'Day of Good Governance' is not 
going to change the scenario even the least. For if 
the Prime Minister and his ministers think that good 
governance is the need of the hour, then they need 
to take concrete steps to show the citizens that they 
are at least moving towards it.

julian S DaS is a freelance video program producer, specialized in 
production of ‘massive open online courses’
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Saviour Shows the way
It may be too hard for the hardliners to imagine that 
a child born in a manger in Bethlehem a little over 
two thousand years ago could still inspire billions of 
people across the globe to know what good govern-
ance is all about. Let us look at just four characteris-
tics of good governance that the top Indian leaders 
can learn from the divine child of Bethlehem (if only 
they have the humility to learn).

First, the Saviour comes down from heaven to 
the earth, leaving behind the heavenly bliss and thus 
taking human form; if our leaders can come down 
from their ivory towers and reach out to those living 
in ignorance, poverty, hunger, unemployment, lack of 
habitation, then there would be rays of good govern-
ance emerging in our land.

Second, God chose the less known town of Beth-
lehem to let his Son pitch his tent among humanity; 
he did not choose the well-fortified city of Jerusa-
lem, but the almost unknown town, and he would live 
a “hidden” life for the major part of his life. It is time 
that our leaders leave the comforts of the city and 
urban living and go to the lesser-known villages and 
towns to see reality. For this, our leaders will have to 
take dusty roads.

Third, the new-born child had as his first acquaint-
ances the simple village people and shepherds of 
the neighbourhood. These are the people who have 
been on the margins of the society, who have been 
shunned by the “genteel” society. Good governance 
can only begin when those on the periphery are first 
approached and any development is seen from their 
perspective. 

Fourth, the child in the manger also reminds the 
floating population; we may call them refugees, or 
migrants or casual labourers. If the leaders care for 
the people, then they need to take into considera-
tion who are always on the move, either because of 
survival or because of job opportunities, and provide 
support systems which would assure that they are 
well-protected and their basic needs taken care of. 
That is where good governance can flourish.

Ultimately, it may be impossible to smother the 
Christmas fire because it is no more in the custody of 
the Christians but has become the universal symbol of 
a new beginning where people become first. 

What	is	ironical	about	the	
institution	of	the	Good	
Governance	Day	by	Modi	
is	that	he	is	the	one	who	
indulged	in	anything	other	
than	being	accountable,	
with	his	historic	move	with	
“PM	Cares”	fund	which	is	not	
audited
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Political Leaders and Spicy Food..!

millions of people in our country exist on small spicy 
meals to keep hunger pangs away, and their stom-
achs need food. That it’s not caste or creed that 
is important in election speeches but food to see 
people’s bellies are full!”

I know I was a chastened businessman after I 
learnt why my men ate food so hot, so spicy, felt 
ashamed they had to resort to such gimmicks to fool 
their stomachs and made efforts to see my men got 
a better deal. I hope our politicians realize this. And 
that we encourage them to drop in more often in 
the homes of the poor, and break bread with them, 
so they will realize their task is not to bring religious 
unity in this country but economic upliftment with 
filled stomachs! Not to stop conversion of people 
from one faith to another, but simply to convert 
empty stomachs to full ones!

Then and only then with tongues and mouths 
on fire will they whisper, “Our job is to nourish the 
citizen's body, and leave him to nourish his soul 
himself..! 

Ever so often, a common picture opportunity is 
when a political leader drops into the house of 
some poor person and has a meal with him or 

her. As the Prime Minister launched the Kashi Vish-
vanath Corridor Project, he supped with construc-
tion workers and I wonder whether he asked the 
same question I asked when I used to sup with my 
workers, “How do they manage to eat such spicy 
food!” Or, “my God the food is hot, my tongue is on 
fire!”

Many years ago while in business, I started a new 
branch in another city, and while visiting my new 
sites would sit with my men and have a meal with 
them. The food was delicious but what was left in 
my mouth was a burnt tongue! It was around that 
time that I read Dominique Lapierre’s book, ‘City of 
Joy,’ where the author while talking about the poor in 
Calcutta and their eating habits was of the view that 
the spice in food helps abate hunger. ‘If you eat very 
spicy food (he was specifically talking about chilly) 
food, you tend to feel your stomach is full even 
though you haven’t eaten a nutritious meal.

He brought in a relationship between poverty and 
spicy food.

Now I am sure the construction workers around 
the Prime Minister were served the kind of food the 
PM could eat, but next time political leaders do this 
photo-opp with the poor, and only if they suddenly 
drop into some hut, it would be good to see if their 
taste buds cry out, “Fire! Fire!”

“Who is on fire?”
“Rahul Gandhi eating with that poor lady in her 

hut!”
“Let’s call the fire brigade!”
“Nah!”
“But he’s on fire!”
“Yeah and there’s a lesson he’ll learn after he 

douses the fire out!”
“What’s the lesson?”
“That the poor are hungry! That millions and 
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Here’s a book that you 
would like to read 

not once, but time and 
again, particularly when 

you are discouraged, 
depressed or 

disappointed. Citing the 
examples of the well-

known and lesser-known 
individuals from all 

walks of life, the author 
challenges the reader to 

dream big, stating the fact 
that all of us have power 
to bring about a change, 

and to make a difference!

This book is a timeless 
piece of personal 
experience woven with 
anecdotes, inspiring 
thoughts, and splendid 
testimonies of multi-
faceted personalities 
who have gone through 
travails and tribulations to 
finally emerge triumphant 
and become a powerful 
instrument to the entire 
world. It thoughtfully 
reflects on all that makes 
our world a wonderful 
place to live in.

The author shares real-life 
stories and anecdotes that 
will motivate and inspire 
readers in every age group, 
particularly the young. He 
believes that there is a hero /
heroine living within each 
one of us. The discovery 
and emergence of that 
hero / heroine is what the 
contents of this book ably 
aim at. It is only when we 
discover that hero, we get to 
know who we truly are and 
the potential we hold within. 
The book will really help you 
do that.

58 / 23rd Road, TPS III, Bandra West, Mumbai - 400 050; Email: marketing@stpauls.in
Visit us at: www.betteryourselfbooks.com OR Call M: 98338 07756

Highly inspiring and 
motivational in content, 

the book lays great stress 
on the uniqueness of 

each person. It will surely 
help the reader encounter 

the marvel that he/she 
is within and become 

aware of the great 
potential the Creator has 

equipped him/her with. 
Each chapter of the book 

speaks volumes about the 
authors tete-a-tete with 

people of all age groups, 
specially the young.
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Eternal rest grant unto her O Lord 
and let perpetual light shine upon her.

May her soul rest in peace.

In loving memory of
Honourable Tmt. Justice Padmini Jesudurai (Retired)

Seventh Anniversary
 “The righteous will live forever, and their reward is with the LORD; 

    The Most High takes care of them.” - Wisdom of Solomon 5:15
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