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INCARNATION: THE IMPLEMENTATION OF GOD’S PLAN
 Christmas signifies the Incarnation of the Son of God as a 
human person in the world and it is the implementation of the 
plan of God the Father to save the entire world. Incarnation is 
the expression of God’s unconditional love for humanity. “For 
God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life” – John 
3:16.
 Incarnation is not just an expression of God’s love for humanity 
or a mere action of God for the  redemption of humanity from 
beyond this world, but an event that signals God’s entry into 
human history. “And being found in human form, he humbled 
himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death 
on a cross” – Phil 2:8. This is the splendour and significance of 
God’s Incarnation and the joy of Christmas.
 In the context of COVID-19, how do we prepare ourselves 
to celebrate Christmas? May be, this is going to be a virtual 
Christmas celebration! It is not going to be joyful Christmas 
to everyone because people live in uncertainty, fear, loneliness, 
depression, stress, relationship break-ups and financial crisis. 
The poor, Dalits, migrants and other marginalized people feel 
that they are excluded from the society. 
 God became human in order to reveal to us that every human 
person is important and that is the core message of Christmas. 
As Pope Francis says, “The joy of the Gospel is for all people: no 
one can be excluded” (Evangelii Gaudium, n. 23). Incarnation 
is a challenge to us to include the excluded and to be with the 
excluded in their time of struggles and sufferings to make them 
human.
 Through a communal discernment, the Society of Jesus has given 
us the Universal Apostolic Preferences (UAPs) and our Province has 
the Province Apostolic Preferences (PAPs). According to Fr Arturo 
Sosa, our Superior General, the UAPs and PAPs are not apostolates
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Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low;

the uneven ground shall become level,
 and the rough places a plain.

-Isaiah 40:4



but they are meant to be ‘constitutive and integral 
dimensions of every apostolate of every Jesuit. Every 
apostolate that is done must have all these Preferences 
embedded and integrated in them’.
 Incarnation for us today is to implement these 
Apostolic Preferences and to become part of the poor 
and marginalized people. In this process of Incarnation 
of implementation of these Preferences, it is important 
to pay attention to the verbs in each of the Preferences:
 •	 To empower the Dalits, especially Dalit Christians, 
  Tribals,  Refugees,  Migrants    and   other   marginalized 
  and disadvantaged groups
	 •	 To preserve and protect the environment 
  and to safeguard the rights of those affected by  
  environmental degradation
	 •	 To provide holistic and integral formation to  
  youth to be agents of social transformation
	 •	 To promote justice, peace, reconciliation 

  and secular values in response to all forms of  
  fundamentalism and casteism
	 •	 To form our men to be rooted in Ignatian 
  Spirituality and credible in life and mission
 As God implemented his plan to save the humanity 
by the Incarnation of His only Son in the world, we shall 
implement our Preferences through the Incarnation, 
or in other words, by becoming part of the suffering 
humanity in the context of COVID-19. Incarnation 
impels us to work for human dignity, justice, peace, 
love, secularism and to protect the common home. 
Thus, through the implementation of the PAPs, we 
become witnesses to the Incarnation. This is the call 
and joy of our Christmas Celebration this year. Let 
us stay with our people during this time of pandemic 
and in this way, let us meaningfully celebrate the 
Incarnation of our Lord amidst us. Merry Christmas!

 PROVINCIAL’S PROGRAMME

07-08 Visitation: LAV, Vadamelpakkam
08-09 Visitation: Paathai and ARCALI
10-12 Visitation: PALAVAI and AHAL
19-20 Visitation: LIS, Ranipet
20-21 Visitation: Pre-Novitiate and JMMEx,   
 Kasthambadi
22-24 Visitation: LCV, Vettavalam
25-26 Visitation: Kuppayanallur

DECEMBER 2020

JANUARY, 2021
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

01 Governing Body Meeting, Loyola College, 
 Chennai
02 Meeting of Provincials - ‘Stand with Stan’   
 (Online)
04 Province Consult and Joint (MDU-CEN) 
 Consult (Online)
09 Celebration of 40th Anniversary of JRS, 
 Dindigul  
 Eve: Meeting with the Estate Managers (Online)
11 Governing Body Meeting, LIBA, Chennai & 
 General Body Meeting of Aikiya Alayam Society.
14-18 Visitation: Loyola, Chennai
19 Superiors/Team Leaders Meeting (Online)
20 Xmas Celebration with Staff of LCC (Online) 
22 Province Consult & Eve: Xmas celebration at 
 Curia with Jesuits in Loyola Campus
23 Joint (MDU-CEN) Consult (Online)
28 First Province Day Celebration (Online)

   Jebamalai Irudayaraj

POPE FRANCIS HAS APPOINTED: 
Fr Bryan Lobo (BOM) as Consultor of the Pontifical 
Council for Interreligious Dialogue.
FR GENERAL HAS APPOINTED: 
Fr Shajumon Chakkalakkal (DAR) as the Socius, 
Admonitor and Consultor to the POSA on 24 Nov 
2020.
Fr Roland Coelho (Goa) as the New JCSA/POSA 
Consultor and Chair of the West Zone Provincials on 
26 Nov 2020.

The First  Province Day Celebrations
ed;wpNahLk; ek;gpf;ifNahLk;

(With Gratitude and Hope) 
28 December 2020

 On 12 November 2020, our Province 
registered a piece of land located in Avinasipalayam, 
in Tiruchirappalli - Coimbatore bypass, under a 
newly created ‘Tiruppur Jesuit Society’. On behalf 
of Fr Provincial, I place my sincere gratitude to Fr 
Gunasekaran for his numerous and purposeful trips 
to find the land for the future mission. I also thank Fr 
Yesumarian for his legal advice towards this process. 
Thanks also to the members of the Province Land 
Committee for facilitating to proceed  further in this  task.

Ignaci, Province Treasurer

LAND IN COIMBATORE DIOCESE



 An International Task Force on Ignatian Leadership 
has been constituted with David McCullum,  (USA), 
Joe Arun, (India), Francisco Urrutia (Mexico), Joe De 
Feo (USA), Stephanie Russell (USA), Ignacio Garrido 
Cruz (Spain), and Pablo Bernal (Spain) as members. 
The Task Force is working on a Training Manual on 
Ignatian Leadership Development to be used in our 
higher education institutions all over the world. This 
will be made formally available to all in Jesuit higher 
education by June 2021. The team members have a 
virtual meeting on the first Monday of every month to 
work on developing the modules.
 A Core Team on Ignatian Leadership in JCSA 
has also been formed and its members are: Joye 
James (KER), Siji Chacko (PAT), Nelson D’Souza 
(DEL) with Joe Arun (CEN) as Convener. The team 
will be in charge of Ignatian Leadership development 
programmes in the Conference, titled Discerning 
Leadership, that is open not only to higher education 
but to all the ministries. This will start with a Training 
of Trainers (ToT) programme in April 2021 for 40 
plus participants; Jesuits and collaborators will go 
through the training after which they will run training 
programmes in the four zones of JCSA, modeled 
after the REGAE process. In addition, this team will

Virtual GBM 
of the Spirituality & Dialogue Commission

 The GBM of the Spirituality & Dialogue was 
conducted on a virtual mode on 24 Nov amidst heavy 
thunderstorms.  It was convened with the following 
objectives: (1) to review the PAP during the days of 
the pandemic, and (2) to project into the Ignatian Year. 
The active participation of the young campus ministers 
from our eight formal educational institutions, the 
experienced veterans from the centres of Dhyana 
Ashram, Arrupe Illam, Aikiya Alayam, and IDCR, and 
the team members of the IGY-21&22 enthused all 43 
participants hailing from various sectors across the 
Province.
 In his keynote address Professor Dr A Marx dwelt 
on the necessity of the Spiritual Energies beyond the 
Religious Borderlines for healing the broken world 
and empowering the marginalized. His historical 
and critical re-reading of the life and mission of 
Buddha, Vallalar and Mahatma Gandhi challenged 
our way of proceeding for radiating the vitality of life 
emerging from the broken and risen body of Christ. 
The inaugural prayer animated by the community of 
Dhyana Ashram and the examen conducted by Arrupe 
Illam were greatly appreciated by all. The sessions were 
ably moderated by Frs Raj Irudaya, Joe Arun and P S Arul.   
 While appreciating the innovative activities and 
creative networking of the Commission especially 
during the difficult days of the Corona Pandemic, 
Fr Provincial has directed us to have the following 
focal points: (1) To draw up the master plan for 
spiritually leading the Province while focusing on the 
PAP, (2) To play a major role in training the trainers 
for Ignatian Leadership Programmes for the Jesuits 
and collaborators even across the Conference, and 
(3) To eventually create a spiritual resource hub in the 
electronic and other forms.
 The brain-storming proposals for the forth 
coming Ignatian Year will be circulated across the 
Province for triggering our creative collaboration. 
The second issue of the Commission’s Quarterly 
Bulletin Cenkaantal on Eco-Spirituality was released 
by Fr Provincial with appreciative compliments to 
the meticulous efforts behind the professional touch

IGNATIAN LEADERSHIP

REPORTS

also assist Frs David McCullum and John Dardis in 
conducting programmes on Discerning Leadership for 
Major Superiors and Bishops. Joe Arun
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Ignatious Sebastian, a first year novice, left the 
novitiate on 30 Nov 2020.

Dear Friends, 
Greetings of Hope of Advent! 
I have received some corrections with regard to year, 
email-ids and Phone number are indicated in the 
Catalogue 2021. Corrections to be  effected in our 
Catalogue 2021.  
Fr Antony Robinson J.: Tertianship year is 2016
Fr Jebamalai Irudayaraj: jerasj@gmail.com
Fr Robinson Antony: robinsep29@gmail.com
Sch. Manickam Periyanayagaraj S.: 95667-40526
 In the meeting of Chemmadal correspondents 
held, there were suggestions to have cartoons, 
humours, box for creative implementations of PAP 
etc. From the forth coming issues of Chemmadal, we 
try to accommodate them. You are welcome to offer 
your services. The appropriate ones will be published.

Socius



Their was a panel discussion on ‘Youth Ministry today 
and aspirations of Youth today’ by a transgender, a 
youth, a parish priest and youth animators.
 In the afternoon, we had report presentation on 
the implementation of PAPs followed by Fr Provincial’s
concluding remarks. Fr Provincial highlighted 
the need to collaborate and network with other 
youth movements and social action commission, 
empowering the rural youth. He motivated us 
to have a broader perspective in accompanying 
the youth through holistic formation. Fr Sarathi, 
the Coordinator ended the GBM with the vote of 
thanks. He thanked Fr Provincial and also he thanked 
and appreciated all the youth of our parishes and social 
action centres, AICUF students, unit advisors and 
commission members for their active participation.

Sarathi

Regents’ Recollection and PAP Activity 
 On 28 Oct, we had an input session by Fr Irudaya 
Raj on “Writing Skills” as part of the integral formation 
of the regents in Chennai Province. On the same 
day, Fr Sebastian Crossian preached us the monthly 
recollection on the theme “Failure - a road to success”, 
which helped the regents perceive failures as lessons in 
life. David Francis 

SUPAM MEETING
 COVID–19 pandemic has changed the order 
of our life. SUPAM meeting is no exception. We had 
our first Theo-pastoral reflections online on 10 Nov, 
under the guidance of Fr Baskar, Director of SUPAM; 
Fr Robin, the PCF of Chennai; Fr Stephen, the PCF of 
Madurai and Frs Raj Irudaya, Sahayaraj, Arokia Doss 
from Arul Kadal.
 The newly ordained priests gave a short history of 
the parishes, shared their unique pastoral experiences 
along with the challenges faced and their plans for 
the months to come. Their sharing threw light on the 
greatness of the faith of simple people, but at the same 
time revealed how caste-driven their motives and 
orientations were, that sometimes coloured even their 
Christian living. The formators present at the meeting 
encouraged the new priests and helped them re-look at 
the experiences with their theological and contextual 
insights. Their perspectives in the light of their varied 
experiences helped deepen our insights. Finally, there 
was a short evaluation on the Ordination celebration, 
guided by Fr Stephen. The online meeting was well 
arranged and coordinated, thanks to Fr Baskar and all 
those who were part of it.

Franklin Rex
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NEWS DIGEST

CHENNAI: AICUF
 The AICUFers of Tamil Nadu and the Youth 
Commission of our Province organized a series of 
webinars and meeting on the following social themes: 
 1. “Life and Struggles of Young Transgenders” by 
  Miss. Naleena, CEN–Youth Commission 
  Member on 30 Oct.
 2. “Atrocities against Dalit Women and the response  
  of young people today” by Prof. Semmalar,  
  Loyola College, Chennai, on 8 Nov.
 3. We  organized   ‘Human Rights   Defenders   Day’ 
  on 28 Nov, to show our solidarity for Fr Stan and 
  other human rights defenders.
 A three-day orientation for AICUF full-timers was 
organized at AICUF House, Chennai, between 20-22 
Nov. Fr Emmanual, National Advisor, Fr Sarathi, TN 
State Advisor, Mr Jacob, Former AICUF full-timer, 
Ms Bibiyana, Former Coordinator of AICUF women 
Commission were the resource persons. We focused 
on how to create social leaders and to accompany young 
people. It was a meaningful learning experience for the 
full-timers.

Sarathi

Youth Commission - GBM
 The Annual General Body Meeting of Youth 
Commission was held online on 19 Nov. Mr Aaloor 
Shanavas (Deputy Secretary of Viduthalai Chiruthaigal 
Katchi) delivered the Chief Guest’s address on the 
need of youth in politics today. It was an enlightening 
sharing on politics and use of social media for 
political transformation by youth. He kindled a keen 
interest in the listeners to engage in politics at young 
age from his experiences as a young politician today. 

of its editor Fr Anand Amaladoss. You are welcome 
to approach him or Commission Co-ordinator  
Fr Maria Arul Raja with your valuable comments for 
the enhancement of the bulletin. Maria Arul Raj A
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 LCC: Fr Francis P Xavier gave two webinars: One to 
the Apostolic Carmel Sisters of North India on Religious 
Life-an Inner Journey and another to the members of CRI 
of TN and Pondy on Visionary Leadership. His recent 
book, Jesuit Education - Formation for Transformation, 
was released at the end of the Mass on the feast of Christ 
the King in the Loyola College Church.

 Two new play grounds have been prepared in Loyola 
Campus (behind LCE and LICET). An old well behind 
LICET was desilted with the walls raised. Four cement

CHENNAI: LOYOLA COLLEGE

 Fr Darwin, due to chest discomfort, was admitted 
in St Thomas Hospital on 4 Oct. On admission, he was 
tested COVID Positive. On 14 Oct, he was discharged 
from the hospital and remained in quarantine in 
Dhyana Ashram till 24 Oct. He is fine now.

Lawrence Amalraj

CHENNAI: DHYANA ASHRAM

rings were sunk in four places in the well for water 
percolation. Loyola hopes to save a good amount 
of water for use. We appreciate the strenuous efforts 
made by Fr Andrew Francis, the Campus Treasurer 
and his team. A good number of saplings (Semmaram, 
Karumarudhu, Malaivembu, Vilvam, Vaagai, Palm, 
etc) have been planted to make the campus green.
  ERI: Indian Seafarers Welfare Organization 
(ISWOT), Chennai presented the ‘Best Managerial 
Award’ to Fr S Maria Packiam, Director, Entomology 
Research Institute, on 20 Nov in recognition and 
honour of his exemplary service in the field of higher 
education and environmental research.

CHENNAI: ARUL KADAL
 On 2 Nov, We, the Arulkadalites, gathered in front 
of the tomb of Fr Ignatius Irudayam, the founder of 
AIKIYA ALAYAM, for the Eucharistic celebration. 
On the following day, we visited the ‘Quibble Island 
Cemetery’ and paid homage to our Jesuit companions 
who were laid to rest there by placing garlands on their 
graves and praying.
 ‘Unlearn’ was the theme for the online recollection 
talk by Fr Robin Sahaya Seelan on 6 Nov. He listed 
some talking points like our preconceived and 
misconceived notions governed by myths, conditioned 
by false assumptions (caste) and (mis) guided by wrong 
opinions for unlearning to (new) learning.
 On the 340th birth anniversary of Veeramamunivar, 
a few Arulkadalites garlanded his statue on the Marina 
beach. Two Jesuit Professors from Vidyajyoti, namely 
Frs M I Raj and Valan, lectured via digital screen on 
Pentateuch and Gospel of Mathew respectively. 

Felix Sahayaraj

05

 As part of implementation of Province Apostolic 
Preferences, the Management of LCAS has 
strengthened Entomology Research Institute by 
renovating and providing the best research ambience 
with the cost of one crore. On 29 Nov, Fr Francis P 
Xavier inaugurated the Division of Ecology and 
Environment as part of ERI and blessed the renovated 
institute. We congratulate Fr S Maria Packiam, Director 
of ERI, on all these timely and innovative efforts.
 LOHO: Four hundred saplings of indigenous 
species of ten different varieties (Magizham, 
Karumarudhu, Illupai, Pungan, Nelli etc) were planted 
in Loyola Hostel. It is a great initiative by Fr Jayaseelan 
to make the LOHO a mini forest. Our sincere 
thanks go to Mr Magesh who organized everything. 
 IDCR: IDCR organized three book-review 
webinars on the recently published works of Isabel 
Wilkerson’s Caste: The Origins of our Discontents 
(2020), Antony Lawrence’s Mission in the Third 
Millennium: Emerging Trends in India (2020), 
and Suraja Yengde’s Caste Matters (2019). These 
sessions were enriched by the stimulating inputs 
by the resource persons Dr Monodeep Daniel,  
St Stephen’s, Delhi; Dr Jacob Parapally, MSFS, 
Bengaluru and Dr Cosmon Arockiaraj, St Peter’s, 
Andimadam, besides Frs Prakash Louis (PAT), Victor 
Edwin (DEL), Yesumarian, and Selvaraj Arulnathan. 
These programmes envisaged evolving our appropriate
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intervention through addressing the issues of 
fundamentalism and casteism in the country. These 
were conducted in collaboration with Spirituality and 
Dialogue Commission, Dalit Commission, and St 
Peter’s Pontifical Institute- Bengaluru.
 LIBA: LIBA has been ranked 6th in Top B-school in 
India by Outlook ICARE India Rankings 2020 in the 
Stand-alone B-Schools category. LIBA’s unit of Well-
Being, started its introductory session for faculty on 
the topic Healthy Body and Happy Mind on 5 Nov. The 
speaker for the session was master trainer Dr P Nanda 
of BMC School of holistic wellness and research. This 
is extended to students who require regular mentoring 
and counselling. 
 HR Conclave 2020 was conducted virtually at LIBA 
on 7 Nov on the theme Redefining HR and the Future of 
Work through Artificial Intelligence. It was a platform for 
students to interact with industry experts in Artificial 
Intelligence and People Analytics in the field of HR.
 Management Development Centre (MDC), 
LIBA, conducted a six-day Workshop on Financial 
Management and Legal Compliance for  sixteen Financial 
Managers (Treasurers) of Franciscan Missionaries of 
Mary (FMM) from 2nd to 7th Nov at LIBA. The key skills 
imparted in the course included financial planning, 
budgeting, investment, auditing, accounting practices 
and legal compliance. Fr Joe Arun awarded them with 
a diploma certificate in financial management at the 
valedictory function.
 Diwali 2020 was celebrated virtually in LIBA under 
the theme Sparkling Lives. It was an exciting experience 
with faculty and staff gathered in  LIBA auditorium
observing social distancing to witness the events – 
dances, competitions and live shows by students who 
were connected virtually all over the country through 
Cisco WebEx.
 Fr A Thomas, Principal, Loyola College, opened 
the state-of-the-art Learning Studio in LIBA that 
would function as a technological centre in which 
online learning content would be created by faculty 
and industry experts.  This has now enhanced LIBA’s 
ecosystem of learning-teaching to move on to online 
education. 
 LIBA’s CK Prahalad Centre for Emerging India 
has started a month-long training in computer skills 
for transgenders, in association with an NGO called, 
Thozhi. Twenty-five transgenders receive training from 
faculty of LIBA to equip themselves by gaining basic 
ICT knowledge and practice.  

Zenith

JESUIT MIGRANTS SERVICE (JMS)
 JMS & LRRS (Loyola Relief and Rehabilitation 
Service) is grateful to God for His providence and 
accompaniment in all our endeavors. We thank all 
the generous hearts who help and support us in 
various levels to serve the neediest. JMS and LRRS 
resumed 10 tuition centres for the migrant children at 
Gummidipundi and Kadambattur. Five new evening 
study centres have been started in Kadambattur for the 
Tamil migrant children who are very much deprived 
of proper education. Children’s Day was celebrated in 
all the centres. Children made use of this occasion to 
bring out their talents by participating at a variety of 
competitions and performances.

 Due to Nivar Cyclone, people at Kadambattur in 
Thiruvallur district were much affected. We helped 
236 people from four villages. We helped them stay in 
the nearby school and provided them with food and 
snacks for three days. For the first time, five mentally 
challenged patients arrived at our shelter home during 
the time of Nivar Cyclone and they were very old. 
Out of five, one was referred to Anbagam home at 
Thandayarpet and another was placed in Little Drops 
Old Age Home at Sriperumputhur. Two more were 
admitted in the hospital and financial assistance was 
given by JMS & LRRS.
 After the lock down was lifted up, number of 
residents at Lock Nagar and Koyembedu shelter homes 
was drastically reduced. In the month of November, of 
the 22 new residents who came to Lock Nagar, three are 
reintegrated and one is rehabilitated. At Koyambedu, 
there are thirty-one residents at present. Six are 
rehabilitated and one is reintegrated with his family. 
 The core team members of JMS participated at 
the special training programmes on Legal rights of 
Migrants from 9 to 13 Nov, and on Psycho - Social care 
of Migrants from 23 to 27 Nov, which were organized 
by the ISI Bangalore. Both these programmes were of 
much benefit to the participants. 

William
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 As a community, we undertook a pilgrimage to 
Kilamangalam, in the diocese of Dharmapuri, where 
Fr Immanuvel De Cunha, a Jesuit missionary, died 
and was buried in 1721, before the suppression of the 
Society. It was a grace for us to pay homage to our elder 
brother and be inspired by his zeal. 
 In this rainy season, the Loyola farm at Allalapatti 
is becoming greener by the day as Fr Mag Bay, on 
a planting spree, has planted with the help of the 
community members, 55 coconut saplings, 50 guava 
saplings, 25 sappotta (chikku) saplings and 30 mango 
saplings.

Tony Ajith

 Knowing the impact that COVID-19 has created 
among the marginalized communities at present, the 
Lok Manch National Team planned to help out them. 
The team distributed relief materials to the people in 
villages which are under Lok Manch project. Hence, 
AHAL Centre’s LokManch team planned to distribute 
COVID-19 relief materials to the most affected 
Arunthathiyars in Villupuram and Thiruvannamalai 

districts and prioritized them under the following 
categories namely those who do not own ration cards; 
those who are widows and abandoned and those who 
are differently-abled. Beneficiaries’ list was prepared 
by conducting situational analysis in six taluks with 
the help of LokManch Community Leaders and Local 
Leaders. The total number of beneficiaries is 139. We 
provided rice, dal, oil, sugar, chilli powder, sambar 
powder, rasa podi, masks and soap in 16 villages. 
Apart from the Lok Manch’s contribution, AHAL too 
distributed relief materials from its own resources With 
the help of the Dalit Liberation  Movement and Aadhi 
Tamizhar Peravai, we distributed the relief materials 
to a few new villages. This collaboration really helped 
us get contacts in new villages where Arunthathiyars 
are present. The people are grateful to the National 
Lok Manch project of Jesuits. 

Raja Jesu Raj

KILPENNATHUR: AHAL CENTRE

 “The souls of righteous are in the hand of God 
and no torment shall touch them…. They are in peace 
(wisdom 3:1-3)” Considering All Souls Day, Fr John 
Paul, the Parish Priest marked the boundary for the 
cemetery which was not done for many years by 
clearing the bushes around the cemetery with the help 
of parishioners. On 2 Nov, going in different groups, 
the community members blessed the cemeteries in 
the parish.  On 8 Nov, we observed Dalit Sunday in 
the parish with Most Rev Lawrence Pius, the Bishop 
of Dharmapuri diocese, as the Chief Celebrant of the 
Eucharist, after which a rally was organized to condemn 
the arrest of Fr Stan Swamy. At the end of the rally, a 
public protest was organized wherein the political and 

the religious leaders with their fiery speeches stood in 
unison for the release of Fr Stan. 
 The much-awaited YouTube channel christened ‘
St Mary’s Hr Sec. School’ was inaugurated on the 
occasion of Children’s Day on 14 Nov. Fr Ignatius 
Britto, the Team Leader, blessed the channel and 
Fr Paul Benedict, the Headmaster, launched it. To 
celebrate the Children’s Day, we conducted a variety 
of competitions for the children to acquire more skills 
during the lockdown.  On 16 Nov, we organized the 
virtual Children’s Day celebration and declared the 
prize winners of the Children’s Day competitions. On 
26 Nov, we commemorated the Constitution Day with 
a special video uploaded on YouTube channel covering 
the key features of the Indian Constitution.

HARUR: ARULAGAM
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 On 8 Nov, Fr Maria Joseph Mahalingam was 
invited to be the Chief Guest for the KosalaiVirudhu 
2020 function, organized by IVDP (Integrated 
Village Development Programme) in Krishnagiri. He 
distributed laptops, gold medals and certificates to 100  
top-ranking twelfth passed-out students. He 
emphasized in his address that setting high goals and 
working hard to achieve them is the mantra for reaching 
the unreachable stars. Fr Rajarathinam, as the Guest of 
Honour, distributed prizes and motivated the students 
to become responsible citizens of India and help in 
nation building. 

 On 11 Nov, Prof. S Kathiravan, Controller of 
Examinations, Periyar University, Salem, was the 
resource person on the first day of the Staff Orientation 
programme.  He spoke on “Psychology for Teacher 
Effectiveness” and made the session very interactive and 
alive. All the staff appreciated his ideas and methods 
to become effective and efficient teachers. On the 
second day, the staff members had discussions on the 
themes such as academic performance, curricular and 
extra-curricular activities, admission, infrastructure 
development, scholarships, fund mobilization, social 
awareness etc., proposed by Fr Principal. They also 
came out with numerous constructive suggestions 
for the Jesuit Management for deliberation and  
decision-making. 
 For the first time, we harvested the groundnuts 
cultivated using organic manure. The ground nut oil 
obtained by grinding these nuts was given to the Jesuit 
Community for cooking. Hats off to Fr B Jeyaraj, the 
brain-behind this eco venture.

Maria Joseph Mahalingam

METTALA: LOYOLA COLLEGE

 On 6 Nov Fr K Jerome offered a special Mass for 
all the priests, brothers and staff who worked in Loyola 
Higher Secondary School and died. All the staff took 
part in the Mass. On 9 Nov, nearly 120 people, both the 
parents and students of 9th to 12th standards, gathered 
as per the government direction at school to share their 
opinion about the reopening after COVID pandemic. 
At the end of the meeting most of them expressed in 
writing to open the school.The Correspondent’s room 
was renovated and inaugurated on 18 Nov in the 
presence of the community and staff. During the last 
week of November, LHSS conducted virtual exams for 
10th and 12th students. 

 On 24 Nov, ten priests belonging to Don Guanella 
Major Seminary of Divine Providence Province,

KUPPAYANALLUR: LOYOLA H S SCHOOL

Poondamalle came to Loyola HSS, for recollection 
which was preached by Fr Eugine in the school with all 
precautionary and safety measures.

Noyal

PALAVAI (JESIM):Tindivanam

 On 2 and 9 Nov, the PALAVAI team, along with the 
people from twenty villages applied for their land patta 
during Monday petition consisting of 183 applications. 
On 11 Nov, we had a one-day seminar on ‘the history and 
the culture of Irulars’ to the youth. Mr Vijayakumar and 
Mr Vallaru were the resource persons for the seminar 
who depicted the Irular Community to the youth. On 
18 Nov, in the presence of Fr Marianathan, the Team 
Leader, the foundation stone was laid for the new shed to 
be constructed at Appampattu, Gingee, as an initial move 
for the PALAVAI Centre.

Sudherson
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VADAMELPAKKAM: LOYOLA ACADEMY

 In order to drive home to our students the 
importance of holistic formation in pursuit of their 
goals, we arranged a webinar on Career Orientation 
on 8 Nov for our Senior Secondary students.  
Mr Thirumoorthy, entrepreneur and placement trainer, 
emphasized that unquenchable passion and regular 
habits are the essential components that constitute 
the springboard to pursue any goal in their life. 
According to him there is no dearth of opportunities 
today, and the students have to be smart enough to 
grab the one that matches their aspiration and strive to 
achieve it. We were amazed by the copious questions 
by the students towards the end of the webinar.
 We were greatly delighted by the power-packed 
performance of our teachers and students when we 
had the Children’s Day and Deepavali celebration 
online, on 12 Nov. As the Children’s Day has to be the 

teachers’ show, they left no stone unturned in order 
to make it an unforgettable occasion for their kids by 
coming  to school to train for the cultural items like 
dances, songs, mime, poems and skit. The students for 
their part went cracking by letting fly sparks of their 
histrionic, cultural and artistic skills in various online 
competitions held for Deepavali celebration that were

 We, at Loyola ITI Ranipet, began the classes for 
the passing out students on 5 Oct in order to prepare 
them for their practical and theory exams. Since the 
students did not attend the classes during lockdown, 
these quick classes of revision enabled them to recall 
and assimilate what they had studied earlier. The 
Regional Joint Director (RJD) inspected our campus 
on 28 Oct, to check the precautionary and preventive 
measures taken to keep the deadly Corona virus away. 
The practical exams commenced on 23 Nov. The hostel 
started functioning with very minimum number of 
students. Prithivi Kumar

RANIPET: LOYOLA INDUSTRIAL SCHOOLMETTUPALAYAM: ARRUPE ILLAM
PARAN: MAKKAMPALAYAM
 We had a meaningful Eucharistic celebration and 
blessing of cemetery on All Souls Day with a good 
number of our faithful parishioners.  
 On 5 Nov, we had an online meeting of our PARAN 
staff. Dr Ambrose, the LokManch Union Coordinator 
and Fr Marianathan C. gave talks on ‘Fundamentalism 
and Class System’ with meaningful examples. On 7 Nov, 
we organized online meeting for the staff of Evening 
Study Centers (ESC) in their respective zones.
Fr Gnanaraj (MDU) was the speaker and shared on the 
impact of New Education Policy with the group.  
 On 17 Nov, we organized one day Balamela for 
the 26 school-going students at Sathyamanagalam 
study centre zone. The Community Leader and the 
people encouraged children to participate at Balamela 
actively. We also conducted various competitions such 
as essay, poem and story writing in Tamil and drawing 
for the children of ESC in view of Children’s Day 
Celebration in Makkampalyam and distributed prizes 
to the winners.
 On 20 Nov, in view of observing Children’s Day 
meaningfully, with the collaboration of Community 
Leader and parents, we organized one day camp and 
rally with 44 school-going students in Nagalur in 

order to create awareness on women education. The 
main aim of this event was to impart leadership skills 
to students and have continuous contact with them in 
villages.
 On 22 Nov, we arranged a meeting for those who 
have received Welfare Cards to create health awareness 
and explained the benefits of the Welfare Cards. We 
mobilized the Community Leader and the people to 
demand their rights to get financial benefits from the 
government.
  From 25 to 29 Nov, a five-day motivation camp 
was organized on “Emotional Maturity and Leadership 
Qualities” for 15 students studying in colleges and 
higher secondary schools at PARAN centre, Kadambur.
  Naveen Kumar
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VETTAVALAM: LOYOLA COLLEGE
 We had the formal inaugural function of the Post 
Graduate courses on 06 Nov. This year, in spite of the 
COVID pandemic hurdles, we are blessed with a good 
number of admissions to our college for the UG as 
well as PG courses. 
 On 08 Nov, Frs Selvaraj Arulnathan and Britto 
Vincent went to the Shrine of Our Lay of Periyanayagi, 
Konankuppam and participated at the 340th Birthday 
Celebration of Veeramaamunivar and garlanded the 
statue. On the same day participated in Dalit Liberation 
Sunday Eucharistic Celebrations. 
 Loyola College, Vettavalam organized an Online 
Memorial Lecture in honour of Fr Manuel Alphonse on 
the occasion of his second Heavenly Birth Anniversary 
on 17 Nov. Most of the staff and students of our college 
and several friends from outside participated in the 
event. Fr Selvaraj Arulnathan, the Superior, paid rich 
tribute to Fr Manu recalling the legacy of his dedication 
and service to the marginalised. Our vibrant lawyer 
and activist, Fr Sahaya Philomin Raj (MDU), gave an 
inspiring talk on ‘The Political Background of the arrest 
of Fr Stan Swamy and other stalwarts’. 
 Also the students had an eye opening session on 
‘Violence against Dalit Women and our Response’ by Prof 
Semmalar of the Department of Social Work, Loyola 
College, Chennai. As part of our efforts to enlighten the 
staff and students, we had a talk by Dr Stanley Vincent, 
the Head of the Department of Business Administration 
on ‘NEP and its impact on Education of the Rural Youth’ 
thanks to the efforts of Frs Britto Vincent and Albert 
William. Proficiency in English is the need of the hour 
and we extend our help to those who like to acquire it. 
From 11 Nov onwards, under the leadership of Fr 
Selvaraj, the Teaching staff members have two ‘face to 
face’ input sessions every week to improve their English 
proficiency. It would eventually be a Himalayan service 
not only to the staff but also to the institution. 

Justine Emma  

selectively live streamed on YouTube with 1,300 footfalls. 
Our teachers displayed extraordinary creativity in the 
way they wished their wards passing the candles of 
knowledge, blowing the flowers of joy, flying balloons 
of wisdom and flashing of greeting cards.
 ‘With Loving Service’ has become an inspiration and 
incentive for our community to have evening prayer 
before our daily Eucharist, thus helping us to align our 
life and mission to the UAPs and PAPs.

Frankly
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DINDIGUL:BESCHI ILLAM
NOVITIATE
 The First Year Novices are in the Spiritual Exercises 
under the direction of Fr Antony Inigo. Fr M S Bastian 
helps them in adoration. Let us join them to seek the 
will of God. 
 The Second year Novices had their ‘Ten-day 
Ashram Experiment’ in Wenish Home, Beschi 
Campus. Fr Dhanaraj served as their Guru and Sr 
Margaret Bastian FSJ as resource person to teach 
Bhajans. The participants found in this experiment 
numerable insights to understand how faith flourishes 
and blossoms in and through the culture of the people 
and incarnates gloriously. They all appreciated Indian 
way of celebrating Holy Eucharist. 
 The second year Novices had a two-week intense 
workshop on Knowledge Enhancement and Shape the 
Self for the mission of God. All learnt how to read a 
book diligently so as to resonate with the spirit of 
the text and made their presentations. The encyclical 
FRATELLI TUTTI, on fraternity and social friendship, 
has much inspired our novices. In order to imbibe the 
missionary spirit of the Society of Jesus, four sessions 
were organized with the help of our Jesuits in the 
campus: Fr John Peter Bellarmine on People Centred 
Mission: Jesuits’ Charism,   Fr Harry Martis (GUJ) 
on Jesuit Formation: a Joyful, Self-shaping Journey, 
Fr Leo Pereira on JRS: Faith and Justice – Missionary 
understanding of Jesuit Vocation, Sch. Edward Lenin 
on How to Awake a Writer in you for Mission.  
 Prince Wilfred, a second year Novice was tested 
COVID positive and was admitted to St Joseph 
Hospital. He was the caretaker of Bro Aloysius and Fr 
Alphonse William L.  All the three are back home safe 
from COVID quarantine. 

Michael Panimaya Raj
JUNIORATE
 On 27 Oct, the juniors underwent swab test for 
COVID-19, and they were all tested negative. On 31 
Oct, the feast of St Alphonsus Rodriguez, the juniors 
participated at the Eucharistic celebration and were 
captivated by Fr Michael Panimaya Raj’s sermon on 
the servant fellowship of the Saint. On 2 Nov, All Souls’ 
Day, Fr Harry Martis celebrated the Mass and preached 
a scintillating sermon underlining the scriptural roots 
of the commemoration. Soon after the Mass, Fr Yagoo 
blessed the renovated crucifix in Beschi cemetery and 
Fr Swaminathan blessed the graves of our departed 
Jesuits. On 5 Nov, the juniors participated in the 
requiem Mass of Br Jeyaraj Annaviar during which 
Fr Yagoo shared his heart-warming memories with  
Br Jeyaraj. 
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On 8 Nov, the 340th birth anniversary of Veeramamunivar (Fr 
Joseph Constantine Beschi SJ), a widely accepted Tamil Scholar, was 
commemorated; Fr Yagoo garlanded his statue and the Beschi community 
paid homage to him. On 26 Nov, the feast of St. John Berchmans was 
celebrated in the juniorate meaningfully dedicating the day for creative 
writing. On 28 Nov, the juniors participated in the JCSA Digital Jesuits’ 
“Cheers with Berchs” and experienced the universality of the Society 
through Zoom.
Milton

 On 8 Nov, the 340th birth anniversary of 
Veeramamunivar (Fr Joseph Constantine Beschi SJ), a 
widely accepted Tamil Scholar, was commemorated; Fr 
Yagoo garlanded his statue and the Beschi community 
paid homage to him. On 26 Nov, the feast of St. John 
Berchmans was celebrated in the juniorate meaningfully 
dedicating the day for creative writing. On 28 Nov, the 
juniors participated in the JCSA Digital Jesuits’ “Cheers 
with Berchs” and experienced the universality of the 
Society through Zoom. Milton

 On 12 Oct, we showed our solidarity with Fr Stan 
Swamy by praying for his quick release during adoration 
and rosary. On 18 Oct, after the Sunday Mass, we held 
the handmade placards and banners and accompanied 
the parishioners of Ugarte Nagar, Kodaikanal in a silent 
protest in two places. On 30 Oct, the renovated INIGO 
children’s home was blessed by Fr Amaladoss Xavier. 
 On 15 Oct, Sch David made a presentation 
on the personality of   Kavikko Abdul Raghuman 
in a Symposium organised  by Thenamuthu Tamil 
Sangam, Mayiladuthurai. On 20 Oct, Fr Jerry 
Rosario, who was here to preach a retreat for the 
CTC Sisters, addressed the Philosophers and 
motivated them to take their Philosophical studies 
seriously. He shared his formative experience 
here at Shembag which later transformed his life. 
 On All Souls day, we had a community Mass 
followed by blessing of the house cemetery. We celebrated

SHEMBAGANUR: SACRED HEART COLLEGE

Deepavali with a bonfire supper. On 12 Nov, the second 
year Philosophers had an online evaluation with the 
staff of DNC on Philosophical formation and integral 
life of the Scholastics. They have started the preparation 
for their Research Paper and Dissertation. On 23 Nov, 
the first year Philosophers had an online meeting with 
Fr Kuruvilla Pandikattu, the Dean of Philosophy, JDV, 
concerning their academic performance. The meeting 
has given a boost to the Scholastics to philosophize 
effectively. For four days, the Second year Philosophers 
had a short course on Parai, making use of the mentors 
available locally to hone their skills in playing the 
instrument. Kiran Joseph

ABIDE WITH THE LORD

•	 Fr Antony Pappuraj A. (MDU 74/57), passed away 
on 13 Nov 2020, at Apollo Hospital, Madurai.  

•	 Fr Rudolph Fernandez (BOM, 86/69), passed away 
on 16 Nov 2020, at Nashik. 

•	 Fr Lourdu Susai Irudayaraj (DUM, 74/53) passed 
away on 16 Nov 2020, at Ursula Hospital, Dumka.

•	 Fr Cipriano Mendía Echániz (GUJ/ESP, 89/71) 
passed away on 17 Nov 2020 in Loyola, Spain.

•	 Br Lawrence Richard Saldanha (HAZ, 83/58), 
passed away on 17 Nov 2020, in St Stanislaus 
College, Sitagarha.

•	 Fr Paul Lourdusamy S. (PAT, 65/43), passed away 
on 22 Nov 2020, in Kolkota.  

•	 Fr Augustine Lopes (BOM, 75/49), passed away on 
01 Dec 2020, in Mumbai.

•	 Br Desmond Dias (BOM, 87/65) passed away on 
02 Dec 2020, in Mumbai.

•	 Mrs Pushpa Mary (81), elder sister of Fr Britto 
Bonaventure (MDU), passed away on 14 Oct 2020 
at Gnanaolivupuram.

•	 Mr Susaimanickam (91), brother-in-law of 
Br S Kulandairaj (MDU) passed away on 29 Oct 
2020 at Kolappalur, Gobichettipalayam.

•	 Mrs Mary Flora (68), sister of the late Br Selvaraj 
Sebastian (MDU), passed away on 11 Nov 2020 at 
Dindigul.

COMPANIONS OF JESUS
MARCHING WITH THE 

MARGINALIZED FOR A WORLD 

OF RECONCILIATION 

AND JUSTICE

OUR VISION 



FR ANTONY PAPPURAJ A. (1946 -2020)

 In the sad demise of Fr Antony Pappuraj we 
have lost a dynamic Jesuit, an excellent academician 
and a friend of the poor. He was born as the sixth 

and last child of Mr 
A Arockiam and Mrs 
Mathalai Mary of 
Velampatti, a hamlet 
in Dindigul District 
on 6 September 1946. 
He joined the Society 
of Jesus on 10 June 
1963 and was ordained 
a Priest on 16 April 
1978. He pronounced 
his Final Vows on 15 
August 1984.
 After his 

Ordination, Fr Pappuraj was appointed the first 
Director of Maitri (a Sanskrit word usually translated 
as “friendship,” “friendliness” or “benevolence) in 
Shembaganur. As an acronym,   MAITRI stood 
for Madras Association for Information, Training, 
Rehabilitation and Improvement, an organization 
which was functioning under the Commission 
for Justice and Labour of CBCI to provide relief 
and rehabilitation to Sri Lankan repatriates who 
were bonded labourers in Kodaikanal. Fr Pappuraj 
worked hard and travelled through slopes and 
valleys in Kodai Hills with dogged determination 
and accompanied the repatriates in their struggle 
for liberation. Then, for four decades since 1980, 
he guided thousands of students especially first 
generation learners as a teacher and mentor and 
rendered remarkable service in the field of Higher 
Education in four of our colleges (St Xavier’s, 
Palayamkottai, Loyola, Chennai, St Joseph’s, 
Tiruchi and Arul Anandar, Karumathur) in various 
capacities (as Hostel Director, Vice Principal, 
Management Institute Director, Principal, Secretary, 
Correspondent, and Rector). 
As Principal of St Xavier’s, he used to visit the 
villages of STAND outreach programme on a motor 
bike as pillion rider to encourage the students and 
to support the people. He also had a long-time 
involvement with AICUF and he has been a founder 
member of Rural Uplift Centre based in Nanguneri, 
Thirunelveli Dt., formed in the year, 1981. He 

served as the treasurer (from 1981 to 2012) and 
executive committee member (from 2012 to 2020) 
of this NGO that has been providing training and 
legal aid to thousands of poor unorganized women 
beedi rollers, innocent victims of domestic violence, 
dowry victims and poor dalits so that they would be 
emboldened to assert their rights, demand justice 
and get due compensation.   
 After serving the LTI Jesuit community 
in Madurai as House Minister for one year, Fr 
Pappuraj lived his last few months back at St 
Xavier’s, Palayamkottai, teaching in Xavier Institute 
of Business Administration. On November 3rd, as 
he complained of severe chest cold and cough, he 
was taken to a nearby hospital and after a few tests, 
it was found that he was COVID Positive, his blood 
sugar level was alarmingly high and his kidneys 
were partly affected. The next morning, he was 
taken to Apollo Hospitals, Madurai, by ambulance 
and was admitted there. On 7th November, his 
condition became unstable. He was shifted to the 
High Dependency Unit and given Oxygen support. 
On 9th November he was given Non-Invasive 
Ventilation (NIV) and his oxygen saturation level 
was going up and down. As he was experiencing 
breathlessness and his condition was deteriorating, 
he was shifted to the ICU on 10th November. There, 
as his condition was becoming further critical, the 
doctors put him on Ventilator on 12th night. On 
13th November his health condition became very 
critical. On the same day at 11.10 a.m., he was 
declared dead. 
 Fr Marianathan, Rector, St Mary’s, Madurai, 
and Fr Stephen Lourdu Pragasam coordinated the 
funeral arrangements following the guidelines of 
government health officials. Frs Thomas Alex and 
Dominic Royce brought the body of Fr Pappuraj 
from the hospital to the cemetery at 5.40 p.m. in an 
ambulance with the help of two hospital workers 
dressed in PPEs. At 6.15 p.m., Fr John Bosco said 
the prayers and blessed the body; Fr Marianathan 
paid homage and blessed the grave and Fr Pappuraj 
was laid to rest surrounded by his Jesuit companions 
and a few of his relatives. RIP. “Death will never have 
the last word in the Creator’s will.”(Fr Peter Hans 
Kolvenbach, S.J.) 

Britto Vincent
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