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From The Provincial’s Desk

PROVINCIAL’S PROGRAMME APPOINTMENTS

Through his letter (2021/01 dated 15 January 2021) addressed ‘To All Major Superiors’ our Superior 
General Fr. Arturo Sosa, has convoked the 71st Congregation of Procurators. This Congregation 
of Procurators will take place in Loyola, Spain beginning on 16thMay 2022; it will be preceded by 
a retreat for all the participants. The Congregation will focus on the theme of the Ignatian Year ‘To 
See All Things New in Christ’
Fr. General also writes, “to begin preparing for the Congregation of Procurators, each Provincial 
should summon the Congregation of his Province, which must be concluded by 15 January 2022”.
All Communities of our Province (and most Province members) have received a copy of the above-
mentioned ‘Official’ of Fr. General. All are urged to read it prayerfully and reflect upon it both 
individually and in community. Details about the Province Congregation will be sent to you very 
soon.

Fr Durai Fernand
Provincial Superior  

05 :  Sevasi: JEPASA Consult

06 :  Sevasi: JEA Consult & Meeting

09 :  Ahmedabad: GB Meeting, St. Xavier’s  College 

10 :  Sevasi: Meeting, Vocation Promotion    
 Commission

11-13 :  Loyola Hall: Visitation

18-20 :  Consult, PJ, Ahmedabad

22-26 :  JCSA Online Meeting

27-28 :  Gandhinagar: Visitation

GENERAL has appointed
• Fr. Sean O. Carroll, Provincial of the United States 

West Province

PROVINCIAL has appointed

•	 Fr. Pratik Christi, Asst. PP, Shamghan

•	 Fr. Melwin D’Sa, Asst. PP, Fulwadi

•	 Fr. Simon Thomas, Coordinator, Vocation 
Promotion. Residing at Sevasi.

•	 Fr. Peter Kozhikkadan, Proposed Parish Priest, 

 St. Francis Xavier Parish, Dadhwada.
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 PAP SEMINAR FOR ThE STAFF OF XTI – SEVASI

XTI Sevasi held a half-day seminar for four days (Nov. 
4-7, 2020) for our staff on The Manresa experience of St. 
Ignatius and its relevance today, the UAPs, and GPAPs 
and how these could be put into practice in our institute. 
Fr. Vincent Saldanha SJ was the resource person. The 
sessions were very informative and enriching. The group 
came up with concrete suggestions on how to implement 
the GPAPs in the coming years in each department. The 
group also asked for follow-up sessions at least twice a 
year to evaluate and keep up the enthusiasm among the 
staff and students. (Fr Vincent Moonnupeedikail)

 MY GRACE IS SUFFICIENT 

Dn Melwin D’Sa was ordained Priest on 8 January, 2021, 
in his home parish, in Our Lady of Loretto Church, by 
Bishop Peter Paul Saldanha of Mangalore. He chose ‘My 
grace is sufficient for you,’ as the theme for his ordination. 
Among those present for his ordination besides his 
immediate family, relatives and friends, were Fr James Vas 
(representing the Province), some Jesuits of the Karnataka 
Province and priests of the Mangalore Diocese. The entire 
ordination ceremony and felicitation programme which 
followed were live streamed on YouTube. The Parish 
Priest, the Parish council members, Sisters and the youth 
of the Parish took great pains to make this ordination 
a solemn and prayerful experience. The Parish Choir 
ensured greater devotion with their melodious singing. Fr 
Melwin celebrated his Thanksgiving Mass on 10 January, 
in his parish Church. We thank God for giving Fr Melwin 
as a priest to the Province and ask God to continue to 
accompany and bless him abundantly in his priestly 
ministry.

(John Paul Lobo SJ)

 CONSCIENTIzATION CONTRIBUTION

Eight JESA centres organized various programs to observe 
Constitution Day on 26 November 2020 and ‘Human Rights 
Day’ on 10 December 10, 2020.  These programmes had a 
special focus, as a sign of solidarity with Fr Stan Swamy 
and the fifteen others arrested in the Bhima-Koregaon 
conspiracy case; they were also meant to express our 
voice of dissent to the Government whilst demanding the 
immediate release of those incarcerated. JESA centres in 
associations with the PEOPLESJ programme decided to 
raise awareness among the people. JESA encouraged and 
accompanied them to voice their dissent by submitting a 
memorandum on the issue to the people's representatives 
like the MPs and MLAs. January 15 marked 100 days 
of Fr Stan’s incarceration. The message of Fr. General 
on this occasion encouraged everyone to live a faith that 
does justice. # StandWithStan campaign continues to 
create awareness among the people while collaborating 
with various agencies that work for justice and peace. Fr 
Cedric Prakash was one of the Jesuits involved in helping 
organize a series of six programmes nationally together 
with the PUCL and over a hundred other organizations. Fr 
Cedric has also spoken at six national and international 
webinars besides writing eight articles focusing on Fr Stan 
and the UAPA. May there be more conscientization and 
let us help facilitate people to live a faith that does justice. 

(Arul Rayan SJ)

PROVINCE hIGhLIGhTS
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 IGNATIAN INSPIRATION

Our prolific writer Fr hedwig Lewis, through his 
painstaking labour of love continues to put our Province 
on the world map of the Society! His latest magnum opus 
is entitled ‘To See All Things New In Christ’ (Community 
Reflections and Prayers Book for the Ignatian Year 2021-
2022). The draft manuscript has already received accolades 
from the Curia in Rome Fr. John Dardis, (General 
Counsellor for Discernment and Apostolic Planning and 
Director of Communications Office) in a recent email 
writes, “This is EXCELLENT now. Congratulations. …… 
I copy also to Pascal who heads Ignatian Year Media. 
We can help to promote it”.  In an earlier communication 
Fr Dardis wrote, “wonderful initiative on the Ignatian 
Year and the prayers which you so thoughtfully brought 
together.  I am really consoled and energised by them….…
You have made an amazing integration of the Ignatian 
sources; of the different comments of successive Father 
Generals; of comments on Ignatius and on the First 
Companions.  I congratulate you warmly on this work.  It 
truly shows an excellent integration in yourself of all of 
these sources.  Let us pray for the success of this initiative.  
I am sure some Provinces will want to adapt and translate 
it (for example into French, German, Spanish or Italian).”  
Thanks, Hedwig, for sharing this information with the 
Community!  (Cedric Prakash SJ)

 ANOThER ‘PAhEL’

On 28 January, the quarterly magazine ‘Pahel’ (No. 11) of 
the Gujarati Juniorate was released by Fr. Vinayak Jadav 
at Premal Jyoti. For us Juniors it was a proud moment that 
we were able to bring out the magazine under the guidance 
of Fr. Ambrose Vedam and the leadership of Sch. Raman 
Dalvi, the editor. We are grateful to Fr. Francis Parmar 
for doing the proof reading and some valuable remarks. 
We thank all our Gujarati Juniorate teachers and formators 
for the vital role they play in our growth. A Eucharistic 
celebration presided over by Fr. Vinayak and a meal with 
the teachers and other invited guests, besides the Premal 
Jyoti community, made it a memorable evening. (Sch. 
Jipson Pereira SJ)

 CONTEXTUALIzING ThEOLOGY 

The scholastics of Sneh Jyoti with Fr. Nagin Macwan 
(the in-charge) went to Varasda Mission station for a 
day’s theological exposure on 23 January. It was an 
opportunity to learn about the missiology and ecclesiology 
of the Khambhat and Varasda missions. Fr. Antonidoss 
Savarimuthu, the parish priest of Varasda gave us a brief 
history of the two missions: the struggles of the early 
missionaries and how it flourished in the Bhal region. He 
also shared some of the present struggles, their efforts 
to continue to establish the kingdom of God and the 
cultural struggle among the different caste people, which 
exists in the Bhal We visited the Kaneval farm where 
Fr. Antonidoss gave inputs on the need of ecological 
sensitivity. The exposure was an enriching contextualised 
experience for all of us!  (Sch. Jayanti Bhadagi SJ)

 JUNIOR JOURNAL

We have had a busy but very useful two months here in 
the Juniorate at Vinayalaya Mumbai. Prior to Christmas 
we had some interesting programmes which have helped 
us grow intellectually; one was on ‘declamation of famous 
speeches’ (Fr Aubrey Fernandes was our instructor); 
this was followed by one on ‘critical analysis.’ Christmas 
Season began with spiritual preparation; the Christmas 
Vigil Mass for the community was presided over by Fr 
Aubrey during which he exhorted us “to be like a guiding 
Star, a living Crib, messengers like an Angel and always 
leading others to Jesus.”  Our Christmas break included 
carol singing, a short programme for our workers, the 
community gathering, and a lovely Barbeque party. We 
had a triduum from 28 December onwards and on 31 
December we renewed our Vows. On 11 & 12 January we 
had some enriching sessions on ‘Critical Thinking’ by Fr. 
Jeevan (Bom); he made us realise that critical thinking is 
not just finding faults but to look at things objectively. 

(Sch. Pradip Gamit SJ)

 JAGRUTI DIN 
The death anniversary of Fr. Joseph Idiakunnel on 11 
January is traditionally observed as Jagruti Din (awareness 
day) in Rajpipla. Every year, on this day Adivasi leaders 
and admirers of Fr. Joseph come to pay homage to him at 
his grave in typical Adivasi style. This year however, due 
to COVID restrictions, the celebration was limited only to 
the staff. There was a Eucharistic celebration with a small 
gathering. Leaders and members, however, representing 
Jai Adivasi Maha Sangh (JAMS) from fourteen talukas 
arrived on their own to pay homage to Fr. Joseph. JAMS 
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is a people’s organization and is active in over 1500 
villages spread out in twenty-two talukas of South Gujarat. 
Together with the staff over 150 gathered in the hall and 
through the witness accounts of few elders the leaders of 
JAMS paid rich tribute to the work of Frs. Joseph and 
Mathew Kalathil. Fr. Paul D’Souza, Superior of the 
Indian Social Institute, New Delhi, who was returning 
after finishing his annual retreat at Shakti, Songadh was the 
chief guest. In his address, he recalled his own experience 
with Fr. Joseph and in his characteristic style, exhorted the 
gathering to free themselves from fear and to experience 
real freedom. The great contribution of Fr. Joseph to the 
Adivasi community, he said, was to introduce programs, 
like Legal Aid, that would help them be free from all fear.  
(Stany Pinto SJ)

 GJYM MEET 

The Province youth Commission (GJYM) met on 5 
January at St. Xavier's College, Ahmedabad. Frs. Jose 
Panadan and Francis D'Sa spoke about youth activities 
in their respective parishes; in their sharing, which was 
informative and interesting, they also talked about the 
challenges they face working with the youth. Provincial, 
Fr. Durai Fernand said that youth animators require to 
journey with youth for a hope-filled future. He encouraged 
the commission to plan out common youth activities. Fr. 
Xavier Arockiam shared some significant aspects of the 
youth project in Unai & Bardipada, Fr. John Kennedy 
focused on Jesuit Youth Apostolate carried out by AGSDM. 
Fr. Nagin Macwan led the group in planning GJYM’s 
collaborative role in the implementation of missions 3 & 4 
of the GPAP.  (Sch. Aric Makwana SJ)

 ChRISTMAS GAThERING 

St. Joseph's Parish Youth, Vadodara (SJPY) organised a 
Christmas gathering for thirty-five youth of the Parish 
at Sevasi on 3 January 2021. It was indeed a special day 
for all present filled with spiritual and intellectual inputs; 
games and performances. Fr. Nagin Macwan and Sch. 
Aric Makwana accompanied the youth throughout the 
program and the Parish Priest, Fr. Albert Delgado was a 
source of encouragement to all.  (Sch. Aric Makwana SJ)

 STEP BY STEP
Step of Inspiration (SOI) Youth Group (Adivasi Yuva 
Chetna Manch) celebrated ‘Yuvadin 2021’ on 17 January 
at Ashadeep Hall Zankhvav on the theme ‘Rise & Shine’; 
nine SOI units participated. Dr. Anand Vasava, Frs. 
Vinayak Jadhav and Camillus Kishore addressed the 

gathering. Cultural 
programmes were 
also presented by 
the youth from the 
different centres. 
‘Yuvadin’ is 
organised every 
year with the aim of 
bringing tribal youth 
on one platform, to 
motivate, to inspire and in turn, be an inspiration to the 
rest of the youth. (Sanjay Horo SJ)

 SUPPORTING SCIENCE

On 22 January, the Science Block of the Mandal Jagruti 
High School was inaugurated. Fr. Ramesh Macwan, 
the treasurer of the Province, was the Chief Guest. The 
ceremony included a prayer dance, the lighting of the 
lamp by the honoured guests and some staff, a prayer 
service, the cutting of the ribbon and the blessing of the 
new block.  In his speech, Fr. Ramesh stressed the need 
of the presence of God in every situation and moment of 
our life. Fr. Kishore Camillus remembered the pioneers 
particularly late Fr. Corral who began educational 
institutions for the tribal students. “Fr. Corral”, he said, 
“will be very happy to see the new building from above”. 
Fr. James Vas the manager of the school, remembered and 
thanked all those who were instrumental in making this 
project come through saying, “It was Fr. hector Pinto, 
then acting Principal of the school, started the process 
for a new Science Block. Fr. Kishore, then Manager of 
the school together with late Fr. Felix Gonsalves, then 
Superior of the Jesuit community made sure the plan and 
the project approved by the Province”. The Principal, Sr. 
Kalpana called upon the students, especially those in Std. 
X, to look at the building every day for a while and decide 
whether to get into this building next year for the Std. XI 
(Science stream); she urged the students to work hard in 
their studies.  (James Vas SJ)
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 ShRUSTI GAAN
The third Sunday in January 
annually, is celebrated as the 
Parish Feast of Mandir Unai. 
This year on 17 January about 
150 people from the nearby 
villages gathered to celebrate 
the Holy Family. Fr Robert 
Parmar the main celebrant 
at the Eucharist, spoke on 
family values that need to 
be interwoven into the fabric of the daily lives of the 
people. After the Eucharist, the faithful came family wise 
(including those who later came from distant villages) for 
the blessings from the priest and then went for darshan. All 
were happy, though many missed, because of the pandemic 
restrictions, the traditional grand celebrations of the Maha 
Yatra.The catechists the youth, CFM members, fathers & 
sisters of Unai, along with the Parish Priest, Fr. Robert 
Parmar, spared no efforts to make the event a prayerful 
and devotional one.  (Sudhir Chettiar SJ)

 MAXIM MEMORIES
A fairly large crowd of 
the local parishioners 
flocked to Dadhwada 
on 30 January for the 
memorial Eucharist of 
their beloved Parish 
Priest late Fr Maxim 
Crasta. The Eucharist 
was presided over by Fr 
James Vas with several 
other concelebrating. A 
melodious choir and the 
rich tributes from the 
parishioners added to 

solemnity to the occasion. "In spite of being here just for a 
year and a half, Fr Maxim captured the hearts of all" was 
the overlying message conveyed by one and all present. 

(Sundar Vasava SJ) 

 PADMA ShRI
When the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) of the 
Government of India released the list of National Awardees 
2021 on the eve of Republic Day, it was indeed a pleasant 
surprise, that our own, the late Fr Carlos Valles featured 
in this list. He has been awarded posthumously the Padma 
Shri for his contribution to ‘Literature and Education’; 
though belated, a well-deserved recognition! 

(Cedric Prakash SJ)

 TINKERING LAB 
On Republic Day, together with the other celebrations, the 
‘Atal Tinkering Lab’ (ATL) was inaugurated in Rosary 
School by former Principal, Fr. Lucas Rayappan. The 
lab is sponsored by the Central Government. Fr. Lucas 
who had worked tirelessly to make this project a reality 
said in his address that the purpose of this lab is to create 
an environment of scientific temperament, innovation, 
and creative inventions among the students in the field of 
electronics and roboting; he added, that the teachers need 
to be role models and inspire the students to develop a 
scientific curiosity and attitude. He also thanked all those 
who were responsible for the fruition of this project. 

(Patrick Arockiam SJ)

 LAY COLLABORATION
The staff of XTI, Sevasi had a two-day follow-up session 
of ILDP (22-23 January) as part of the ongoing training of 
the staff and lay collaboration. Fr. Fernando Franco and 
Mr. Vijay Parmar were the resource persons. The first day 
was solely with the core group in order to evaluate their 
functioning as a team; the second day was with the entire 
staff to elicit feedback about the functioning of the core 
group. Several issues which emerged were subsequently 
clarified, ensuring greater unity among all. 

(Vincent Moonnupeedikail SJ)
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 RETREAT
A retreat for Senior Jesuits of our Province will begin at 
Jeevan Darshan on 18 February (evening). Kindly contact 
Fr Sanjay Rodrigues to register your name and for 
accommodation. 

 SPOC 2021
Our scholastics, every year, have enriching experiences 
in missions, parishes and institutions and for various min-
istries such as Holy Week services, Faith formation pro-
grammes, Study Camps, Exposure programme to villages 
and other vulnerable areas. This year too our Scholastics 
will be available to help in such ministries during the sum-
mer months of April and May. We invite you to send in 
your requests with complete details including number of 
scholastics required, the nature and duration of the min-
istry by 10 February 2021 to the CO-ORDINATOR Sch. 
Raman Dalvi e-mail: <gujaratspoc@gmail.com> 
mobile: 6354797944

ANNOUNCEMENTS JESUIT SAINTS OF ThE MONTh

05: Death Anniversary 
of Fr. Arrupe (1991)
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►PCM MEETING

Committee: Frs. Robert Parmar, Robert Arockiasamy 
and Sobers D’Cunha

Dates:  February 11th Sunday 4.00 pm to 13th 
Tuesday 4.00 pm

Venue:  St. Xavier’s College Board Room, 
Ahmedabad

►PROVINCE  RETREATS
• July Retreat

Retreat Preacher: Fr. Ornellas  Coutinho SJ 

02 July - Monday: Retreat begins after supper

10 July - Tuesday: Retreat gets over by supper

Glen View opens on 30th June noon around 12.00 for 
those who would like to have a break before retreat and 
closes on 11th by 07.00 AM.

•  Diwali Retreat

Retreat Preacher: Fr. K. P. Vincent SJ

08 November -Thursday: Retreat begins after supper

16 November -Friday: Retreat gets over by supper

Glen View opens on 06th November noon around 12.00 
for those who would like to have a break before retreat and 
closes on 17th November by 07.00 AM.

Kindly send an email to Fr. Shekhar if you wish to 
participate in either of the above retreats.

►JESUITS IN SCIENCE MEETING - 
AHMEDABAD
Jesuits in Science Meeting to be held in Ahmedabad 

at the Xavier Research Foundation 24th - 25th February 
2018.

All Jesuits of the Province (including Scholastics) 
with at least a Masters degree in science, are encouraged 
and expected to attend this meeting, since our Province is 
hosting this biennial event this year. 

Further, we wish to explore setting up the Gujarat 
Jesuits in Science forum at this meeting which could be 
replicated in other Provinces. 

Kindly contact Fr. Vincent Braganza to confirm 
participation (Mob.: 9427631676; 9825161935. 

Email: vincentbraganza@xrf.res.in

JESUIT SAINTS OF THE MONTH

 St. John de Britto  Bl. Rudolph Aquaviva

 Bl. Alphonsus Pacheco, 
Anthony Francisco, Peter 
Berno & Francis Aranha

 Sts. Paul Miki & 
Companions

 St. Claude La 
Colombiere

 Presentation of the Lord

 Death Anniversary 
of Fr. Pedro Arrupe, 1991

"Only by being a man 
or woman for others 
does one become fully 
human"

- Fr. Pedro Arrupe

 PAP IMPLEMENTATION

To begin the New Year on a firm footing (way of 
proceeding), the APCT carried out a monitoring exercise of 
all the APs covered in the PAP. All the persons responsible 
were asked to respond to the plans they had presented at 
the October-2020 PCM meeting. 

The question asked: what are the steps you have taken to 
implement the plan you presented?

A template was prepared and distributed to all. The response 
was excellent, and a general table has been produced to 
keep track of all the APs for the coming months.

As suggested by the PCM, an attempt has been made to 
reduce the number of ‘workshops’ planned in the PAP. A 
team comprising Frs. James Vaz, Francis Macwan and 
Isaac Rumao (Coordinator) was appointed to deal with 
this issue. After discussing with the APCT it has been 
decided that under Missions 4 and 7, one Webinar and 
6 workshops across Gujarat (North, Central and South) 
would be conducted; details will be provided later. 

Fr. Provincial has decided to ask PDO (PDT) - Gujarat 
and ALBOAN to have a project which could take care of 
the expenditure to be incurred for the implementation of 
the PAP. Fr. John Kennedy has been asked to prepare the 
project and be the project-holder. He has already prepared 
the first draft of the budget with the help of the materials 
received and plans to finalize the project by the end of 
January 2021.  (Fernando Franco SJ)
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Fr. MaxiM Crasta –  
a Man in a Hurry

Few years back I was travelling with Maxim by jeep. 
I was driving. Suddenly someone came in the wrong 

direction and we had a narrow escape. A little further on 
Maxim said, “If I die before you, you have to give the 
eulogy and if you die before me, I will give the eulogy”. 
I said, “Shut up” and continued driving. I never imagined 
that Maxim would go before me; in the Novitiate all of 
us, his companions, considered him ‘rough and tough’ - a 
very strong person. I could not fulfil his wish at his funeral 
as I was completely shocked and broken. I hope Maxim 
will forgive me. But I want to share some experiences I 
had with him. We belonged to the same parish, studied 
together, came to Gujarat together, joined the Society 
together, were ordained together and pronounced our final 
vows together. 

Biographical Sketch

Maxim was born on 27th December, 1966, at Pernugury 
House, Loretto Parish in Mangalore Diocese. His parents, 
Ligoury and Christine, were devout Catholics. They had 
seven children but five died as babies. Only two boys, Inas 
and Maxim, survived. Maxim was the youngest. He did 
his primary schooling at Loretto Parish, High School at 
Bantval town and Higher Secondary at St, Philomena’s 
College, Puttur. He came to Gujarat in 1984 and did his 
college studies at St, Xavier’s College in Ahmedabad 
while in the Pre-Novitiate. He joined the Society of Jesus 
on 25th July, 1988, and pronounced his first vows on 31st 
July, 1990. After his Juniorate he went to Satya Nilayam, 
Chennai, for Philosophy. He did two years of regency at 
Anand, regional theology at Premal Jyoti, Ahmedabad. He 
was ordained on 19th October, 1999, and pronounced his 
Final Vows on 13th October, 2007. He served as assistant 
Parish Priest at Vyara, Meghraj, Kalol, Patan and Anand. 
He also served as Parish Priest at Anand and Dadhwada.

Friend and Companion 

Maxim and I studied together right from the beginning. 
Normally there is competition between students but there 
was no competition between us. He would always help 
me with the class notes he had taken. This continued even 
during our Jesuit formation. Many times, we travelled 
together to Mangalore and back. During those journeys I 
did not bother about making any arrangements - booking 
tickets, meals for the journey, etc. He would take care of 
everything minutely. He always took his studies and the 
responsibilities assigned to him seriously. Whenever I took 
things lightly, he would advise me and correct me. Often, I 
used to consult him before taking important decisions. Yes, 
he was stubborn at times. Once he had decided something, 
it was difficult to convince or make him change him.

During our formation, whenever we had any programme, 
we shared the responsibilities. Maxim would do his part 
very fast and then help the others. When he was around, 
we did not have to worry; Maxim would take care of 
everything.

He got permission from the Provincial to keep his 
ordination at his home parish as his parents were old and 
unable to travel long distances. Since we are from the 
same parish, the Provincial, Fr. Jerry Sequeira, allowed 
me to join him for my ordination. As was his nature, he 
made all the arrangements for the ordination. I had only to 
go and stand next to him during the ceremony! The only 
thing I did was to convince his dad to keep a common 
reception after the ordination. His dad wanted to have a 
grand reception at home since Maxim was youngest and 
there would not be any other major celebration at home 
in the future. Maxim’s elder brother was already married. 
With great difficulty Maxim’s dad agreed to a common 
reception. I had lost my mother two years earlier and 
my dad just nineteen days before my ordination. I was 
shattered but Maxim was there with me to support and he 
made all the ordination arrangements. 

A Man in a hurry 

From his early days Maxim wanted everything fast. He 
left from this world as well very fast in the prime of his life 

27.12.1966 – 19.01.2021

Obituary
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– just 54! Those of you who have visited his home know 
that it is located right down in a cliff. It is a steep climb to 
the main road at the top. Maxim would do fast while most 
of us would take short breaks while climbing. I think those 
climbs toughened him as a person. In his studies and other 
responsibilities too, he was very quick. He never believed 
in keeping things pending. As a hardworking person, he 
made sure, whatever was given to him he did his best and 
was very fast. 

Musician with a loud speaker

When we were in the Pre-Novitiate and the college, the 
anti-reservation protests erupted all over the country. 
Colleges were closed for a long time. We had a lot of time 
on our hands. Maxim decided to learn the harmonium. 
Seeing him practising, I too decided to learn some musical 
instrument. Nothing worked for me and I gave up. Maxim 
was persistent and he picked up very fast. He had a loud 
voice too and that added more flavour to his music. 
In the Novitiate, when one of his benefactors in Spain 
came to know that Maxim was good in music, he made 
arrangements to present Maxim with a keyboard player. 
Maxim was in the seventh heaven. He used to carry around 
like as a baby. At any functions in the Novitiate, Maxim 
would use the harmonium and the keyboard. In one such 
function he had placed the keyboard over the harmonium. 
He was playing the keyboard and pumping the harmonium!

While in Meghraj, he brought out two cassettes in the 
local language ‘Waghdi’ (Bhili). The first one was titled 
as ‘Aavo’ (come) and the second one was ‘Gavo’ (sing). 
Some of his friends would tease him asking, when he would 
bring out one titled ‘Javo’ (go). Quite an achievement! 
He knew all the bhajans in ‘Kirtansagar’ – the Gujarati 
hymnal; not only the serial numbers but the full hymns. 
Whenever there was a choir singing, Maxim was there 
with his loud-speaker voice.

Sportsman

Before we came to Gujarat, Maxim and I hardly participated 
in sports events. It was during our Pre-Novitiate that we 
learnt many games. Maxim was good in basketball. He 
would never get tired. As he was left-handed and had a 
squint eye. his teammates would get confused about, who 
he would pass the ball to. He was rough and tough so when 
he drove in with the ball nobody could stop him. If anyone 
did, it was at the risk of getting hurt.

Vocation Promoter

Maxim was twice appointed Province vocation promoter 
for Karnataka. I have seen him travelling around without 
proper conveyance. I have gone around with him a few 

times. Travelling in Mangalore those days was tough. He 
would borrow two wheelers to go around. The chances of 
getting boys were less; but he never gave up. He would 
meet local parish priests and arrange vocation camps in 
their parishes. He would speak boldly and confidently in 
Konkani though at times I did hear him using Gujarati 
words. He even helped the sisters from Gujarat with 
vocation promotion. 

One with the People

Wherever he was appointed Maxim could easily mingle 
with the people. When he was first appointed to Vyara, 
although he was there for only six months, I have heard 
him speaking in Gamit. At Meghraj, being with the people, 
he learnt the local language, Waghdi. Though Anand 
was difficult and challenging, he shared with me that 
those were his golden years. He was in Dadhwada for a 
short time and that too during the lockdown. But he was 
concerned about the people. He went around helping those 
in need in spite of his health. Whenever I visited him in the 
hospital towards the end, he would always talk about his 
future plans for Dadhwada. He would instruct the fathers 
and the clerk, Vijay, what to do next. Whether he was in 
North Gujarat, Central Gujarat or South Gujarat, people 
were fond of him. The number of phone calls I attended 
during his last days in the hospital showed that everyone 
loved him.

As I mentioned at the beginning, I have lost a friend and 
companion who travelled with me since childhood. I am 
still trying to cope with the reality that Maxim has gone - 
gone too early. I have been receiving messages and phone 
calls from all over, consoling me. I want to quote one 
such message I received: “I know you have lost a friend 
and companion. I can understand the pain you are going 
through. But Maxim is not coming back and that is the fact 
that we have to accept”. Yes, I will miss him - miss him till 
we meet again. Goodbye Maxim. Do pray for us.

Violence Against Women
We pray for women who are victims of 
violence, that they may be protected by 
society and have their sufferings considered 
and heeded.

Pope's Prayer intention
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01 Pablo Gil 
 Fr Joaquin Vilallonga – 1963+ 
03 Lucas Rayappan
 Raman Dalvi
 Pragasam Maria Joseph – 2016+
04 Br Felipe Lizarralde – 2011+ 
05 Abraham Kallarangatt
 Xavier Amalraj
06 Albert Delgado 
 Fr Moneny Luis – 1988+ 
07 Br Salvador Galicia – 2008+ 
09 Patrick Fernandes 

 Fr John Khanna – 2014+ 
10  Michael Lopes 
 Fr Jose Sallas – 1976+ 
11 RayappanIrudayam
12 Manoj Parmar 
 Mathew Pichalakkattu
14 Sobers D’Cunha 
 Br Mattos Amaro – 2008+ 
15 MelwinD’sa
18 Alok  Soreng
 Paul Raj 
19 Alwin Macwan

20 IñakiBereciartua
 Lucio Damboriena Echabide – 2016+
21  Miguel Aizpun
 Fr Arvind Parmar – 1995+ 
 Fr Fernandes Lovett – 2001+ 
26  Fidelis Parmar 
 Fr Perez Remon Joaquin – 1985+ 
27  Vincent Saldanha 
 Fr Thomas Andueza - 1927+
28  Rappai Poothokaren
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GJEM NETwORKING 

‘Gujarat Jesuit Ecology Mission’ (GJEM) promotes, 
facilitates and supports environment friendly practices, 
individual transformation, and use of traditional medicines 
among individuals, communities and other institutions to 
fulfil the Jesuit mandate on environment in Gujarat.

GJEM has set up Eco-spirituality and Eco-education 
networks to create a ‘conversion’ and transformation in 
attitudes and in relationships of individuals, communities 
and institutions, and prepare student/teacher leaders 
through ‘locally’ implemented programs. We also promote 
and strengthen environment friendly practices in alternative 
energy, biodiversity, organics and waste management 
through demonstration labs/farms to integrate a change in 
our practices. Promoting cultivation and use of traditional 
herbal medicines through the Traditional Medicine (TM) 
Network by awareness campaigns and through support to 
other such organizations is one of our important activities.

Some of the institutions in Gujarat engaged in one or more 
of the above are St. Xavier’s College, (Ahmedabad), St. 
Xavier’s HS (Himmatnagar), Rosary School (Vadodara), 
XTI(Sevasi), Adi Aushadi (Dediapada), Vedruna Niketan 
(Unai), Community College (Bharuch)

   - Lancelot D’Cruz SJ

 Mrs. Sushilaben, 75, mother of Fr Sunil Solanki, at 
Bhumel on 8 January. 

 Fr Ronald Victor Menezes, (KAR), 48/26, at Benga-
luru on 14 January.

 Fr. Ambrose Augustine, (PAT), 87/58, at Patna on 16 
January.

 Fr. Maxim Crasta, (GUJ), 54/32, at Our Lady of 
Pillar Hospital, Vadodara on 19 January.

 Fr. Anthony A. D'Souza, (BOM), 94/77, at Mumbai 
on 27 January.

 Fr. Lancelot Pereira, (BOM), 90/71, at Mumbai on 
28 January.

 Fr. Arwind Minj, (HAZ), 42, on 26 January.
 Br. Stephen Kerketta, ( RAN), 75/57, at Ranchi on 

30 January.
 Mr. Prabhakar, 53, elder brother of Fr Anthony 

Pitchai, at Madurai on 31 January.


