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FEBRUARY 2021
01-02 Province Office
03 Farm Managers and Concerned Superiors   
 and Treasurers Meeting, Maduralaya
04-05 Visitation: Xaveriana, Thoothukudi
06-11 Visitation: SXC, Palayamkottai
13 Visitation: Thozhamai Illam, Kanyakumari
14-15 Visitation: Carmel, Nagercoil
16-27 Province Office 
18-19 Consult, Maduralaya
22-26 JCSA Meeting (online)  
28 POSA Consult, Delhi

(For Private Circulation)

St. Ignatius           Year of         St. Joseph

M N LMadurai Jesuits’ Newsletter
Provincial’s Programme

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Fr. General has appointed Fr. Sean O. Carroll Provincial of the United States West Province 
(comprising the erstwhile Oregon and California Provinces).
Fr. General has convoked, by his letter (2021/01) dated 15 January 2021, the 71st Congregation 
of Procurators which will take place in Loyola, Spain. It will begin in the afternoon of 16 May 2022, 
and last approximately six days. Before the Congregation, from May 7 until the evening of May 15, the 
Spiritual Exercises will be held in the same place. In preparation for the Congregation of Procurators, 
each Province should summon the Province Congregation, which must be concluded by 15 January 2022.

MARCH 2021
01 POSA Consult, Delhi

02-04 Patna Jesuit Mission Centenary, XTTI, Patna

05 Loyola, Chennai

06 Berchmans Illam, Chennai  

08 Satya Nilayam, Chennai

09-10 Arul Kadal, Chennai

11 AM Dhyana Ashram, Chennai

11 PM Loyola Academy, Vadamelpakkam

12 AM Loyola, Kuppayanallur

13 Governing Body: ISI, Bengaluru

14 Arulagam, Harur

15 Loyola, Mettala

16 AM Eraiyur

16 PM Vadugarpet

17 AM Poondi Matha Basilica, Poondi

18-19 Province Office

20-21 LS/TL/Coord. Meeting, Maduralaya

26-27 Consult, Maduralaya

28-31 Province Office
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In his letter of convocation, Father General situates 
the next Congregation of Procurators within the 
framework of the Ignatian Year, with the same 
theme: Seeing all things new in Christ. Of the 
issues that he asks the Provincial Congregations 
to deal with, the first is the follow-up given to 
the broad project of the Universal Apostolic 
Preferences, paying particular attention, according 
to the wishes of Pope Francis, to the first one, that 
of “showing the way to God with the help of the 
Spiritual Exercises and discernment” and secondly, 
the Ignatian youth ministry and the link with the 
promotion of Jesuit vocations. 
(Source: Newsletter from Rome, 20 January 2021)

 Pope’s Worldwide Prayer 
Network (PWPN)

Violence Against Women

In February 2021, we pray for women who are 
victims of violence, that they may be protected 
by society and have their sufferings considered 
and heeded.

NEWS DIGEST 

Fr. Carlos Valles (GUJ) who passed away in 
November 2020, has been awarded posthumously
the Padma Shri award, the fourth highest civilian 
award in India for his contribution to Literature 
and Education.

Roots & Wings 2021 from April 6th evening to 
May 8th afternoon, for Jesuits and those religious 
who follow the Jesuit Spirituality (IGFA-Ignatian 
Family): For more details and to apply for the 
course please contact:
Fr. Devadhas Muthiah: 9600411531 / 8056662524/
devadhasm@gmail.com
Fr. Patrick Ravichandran: 9445676172 / sup.shc@
mdusj.org
Last date to apply: 15 March 2021

PRERANA, Mount St. Joseph, Bengaluru: 
There are two important courses coming up in 
April and May 2021: Religious Leadership (April 
7 - 17, 2021) and Course on Retreat Direction (April 
19 - May 20, 2021). Interested persons can register 
for these courses. For further details of this year’s 
courses as well as Prerana brochure they can log 
on to: www.preranaisc.org
Spirituality & Dialogue Commission is happy 
to offer a 90-minute Franciscan-Jesuit Dialogue 
Session on the last Saturday of every month during 
the Special Year of Ignatian Enlightenment-2021. 
This was inaugurated on 30 January 2021, with the 
presentation of the theme: “The Life and Historical 
Settings of St. Francis of Assisi and St. Ignatius of 
Loyola” by D. Dolphy Pais, OFM. For registration, 
click on the link: http://bit.ly/Franciscans-Jesuits

Diaconate Ordination 
On 4 February 2021, seven Jesuit scholastics--
Jayaraj Selvaraj, Manickam Periyanayagaraj and 
Williams Charles of CEN and Arul Gnanapragasam, 
Doni Raja, Joe Livingston S., Paul Raj Arockiasamy 
of MDU--were ordained Deacons by the Most 
Rev. George Antonysamy, Archbishop of Madras-
Mylapore in the Church of Christ the King, Loyola 
College, Chennai, at 11.00 a.m. on February 4. 

This was the first Diaconate Ordination to take 
place on Loyola College campus and in Chennai 
Province and the theme chosen by the Deacons was: 
“,iwr;rhaypy; ,d;Dk; mjpfkhf”. Jesuits from 
Loyola College, Berchmans Illam, Dhyana Ashram, 
Arul Kadal and Satya Nilayam communities graced 
the occasion with their physical presence and 
other CEN-MDU Jesuit companions attended it 
virtually as the liturgy was livestreamed with the 
help of the Vis Com Department of Loyola College.  
The Archbishop preached an inspiring homily 
requesting the Deacons to be Servants, Soldiers and 
Saints in the contemporary context. This Diaconate 
Ordination Eucharist brought tremendous joy to 
all those who were present, particularly, the seven 
CEN-MDU Deacons who were blessed with the spirit 
of service. The Mass was followed by a grand dinner 
provided by Loyola Hostel. 

Williams Charles
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STAND WITH STAN@CHEPAUK 
A State-wide protest  to register our 

condemnation of the wrongful arrest and 
extended custody of Fr. Stan was organized by 
the Chennai Province team as per the agreement 
of the core team members from both Madurai 
and Chennai Provinces. A core team comprising 
Frs. Alangaram, Sarathi and Kumar organized 
a protest demonstration at Chepauk, Chennai, 
on 29 January 2021, in which Catholic laity 
representatives from many parishes of Madras-
Mylapore Archdiocese and the Diocese of 
Chengalpattu and men and women religious 
from various congregations, about 450 in 

total, participated.  Jesuits from Arul Kadal, 
Berchmans Illam, Dhyana Ashram, Satya Nilayam 
and Loyola were all part of the event and the 
scholastics generously helped with the logistics of 
organizing the protest. 

Leaders of various political leanings joined in 
extending their solidarity and support to the cause 
of justice to be claimed on behalf of the human 
rights defenders, especially Fr. Stan Swamy, 
languishing in Mumbai prison. Prof. Jawaharulla 
of Tamil Nadu Manithaneya Makkal Katchi, 
Mr. Vanniyarasu, Deputy General Secretary of 
Viduthalai Chiruthaigal Katchi and Mr. Inigo 
Irudayaraj of Christian Goodwill Movement were 
some of the main speakers, who unequivocally 
condemned the imprisonment of Fr. Stan.

Two groups of folk artists,  Buddhar Kalaikuzhu 
and Chennai Alternate Media - Folk Arts group, 
performed thappaattam dances and sang songs of 
solidarity. As a follow-up, the Chennai Core Team 
has also prepared memorandums to be submitted 
to the Governor and Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu. 

John Irudaya Kumar

A Recent Letter of Fr. Stan
First of all, I deeply appreciate the overwhelming 

solidarity expressed by many during these past 
100 days behind the bars. At times, news of such 
solidarity has given me immense strength and 
courage especially when the only thing certain 
in prison is uncertainty. Life here is on a day-to-
day basis. Another strength during these past 
hundred days, has been in observing the plight 
of the undertrials. A majority of them come from 
economically & socially weaker communities. 
Many of such poor undertrials don’t know what 
charges have been put on them, have not seen 
their charge sheet and just remain in prison for 
years without any legal or other assistance. Overall, 
almost all undertrials are compelled to live to a bare 
minimum, whether rich or poor. This brings in a 
sense of brotherhood & communitarianism where 
reaching out to each other is possible even in this 
adversity. On the other hand, we sixteen co-accused 
have not been able to meet each other, as we are 
lodged in different jails or different ‘circles’ within 
the same jail. But we will still sing in chorus. A caged 
bird can still sing.

Fr. Stan Swamy
Mukundan C. Menon Award

The National Confederation of Human Rights 
Organizations (NCHRO) presented the Mukundan 
C. Menon Award, to the octogenarian Jesuit Priest 
Father Stan Swamy who had dedicated his life for 
the rights of Adivasis in Jharkhand. The award, 
instituted in memory of the noted journalist and 
human rights activist Mukundan C. Menon, was 
presented by Advocate Balan, and President of 
the Karnataka Chapter of the NCHRO, in the 

presence of Prof P. Koya, Secretary of NCHRO, 
and human rights activists, in a ceremony held 
at Indian Social Institute, Bangalore. Fr. Joseph 
Xavier S.J., Director of Indian Social Institute 
Bangalore, received the citation and a cash award of 
Rs. 25,000/- on behalf of Stan Swamy on Sunday, 
24 January 2021. Prof. A. Marx, Chairperson 
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of NCHRO, in his message stated that Fr. Stan 
Swamy has questioned the non-implementation 
of the Fifth Schedule of the Constitution, which 
stipulates setting up of a Tribal Advisory Council 
with members of the Adivasi community for their 
protection, well-being and development. (Source: 
25-01-2021 https://epaper.telegraphindia.com)

Nellai Nallinakka Pongal Organized By 
Peoples’ Citizenship Movement (PCM)

The day began with the boiling of pongal and 
the performance by professional folk artists for 
about two hours from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. The whole 
of St. Xavier’s college wore a festive look because 
of the decorations following Tamil culture and 
tradition with kolam, sugarcane, turmeric plants, 
palm leaves, etc. everywhere. 

The stage programme started at 11.30 a.m. Most 
Rev. S. Antonysamy, Bishop of Palayamkottai, 
Alhaj P. A. Kaja Muhaideen, State President, 
Jamathulla Society and Maha Sannidhanam Bala 
Prajapathy Adihalar presided over the function. 
Tamil Kadal Nellai Kannan was the main speaker 
of the day and he moved the hearts of the audience 
by his eloquence and versatile knowledge of Tamil 
literature and culture. He clearly brought out the 
negative impact of the recently enacted Farm Acts, 
the just agitation by the farmers in Delhi and our 
incumbent duty to support them.

Three individuals from three religions and two 
organizations that did yeoman service during the 
Corona lockdown were honoured with mementos 
and citations during the celebrations. 

About 2,500 people participated in the 
celebration. AIADMK sponsored sweet Pongal 
and sugarcane for all the people and DMK took 
care of the entire decoration, stage arrangements 
and sound and light. 

Once again, this was an occasion to affirm and 
confirm our unity and the need to come together 
with common agenda in mind and for peoples’ 
issues.

John Kennedy

GBM: Social Action Commission
Amidst the Corona lockdown, the GBM of Social 

Action Commission was organized online on 7 
and 8 November 2020 with the full attendance 
of all MDU Jesuits in the Social Action apostolate 
and a good representation of lay collaborators 
from all the centres, the PDD and Coordinators of  

various Commissions. The first day commenced 
with a reflective prayer guided by Schs. Joseph 
Vedanayagam and Theophine Michael Raja. The 
first session featured the presentation of reports 
of activities from all the centres facilitated by Fr. 
Arockiasamy Antony. It was followed by keynote 
addresses on the theme rpijf;fg;gLk; rdehafKk; 

mbj;jl;L kf;fspd; gjpypUg;Gk; (Shattered 
Democracy and Response of the Marginalized) 
presented by Dr. Devasagayam and Mr. Evidence 
Kathir; Fr. Kulandaisamy Antony chaired the 
session. In the afternoon, Frs. Paul Mike and 
Philomin Raj highlighted the salient points that 
emerged from the input session with Fr. Aruldoss 
Selvaraj serving as the moderator. The evening of 
the day was dedicated to the centre-wise group 
discussion in offline mode guided by Fr. Aloysius 
Irudayam with a questionnaire to review and 
revitalize our activities. The second day began 
with a meaningful prayer by Schs. Lazar John and 
Karthickraj assisted by the PEAK team. Mr. Anand 
Raj gave us a very brief and collated recap of the 
previous day. Then all the centres submitted the 
outcome of the group discussion in the general 
session moderated by Fr. Vargheesh Antony. 
There were many concrete strategic suggestions to 
be followed up by the Commission. The business 
session was moderated by Fr. Paulraj Packiam 
and all the centres including the SA Coordinator 
presented their PAP review report. Fr. Provincial 
in his concluding remarks congratulated all 
our centres for their efforts and the impactful 
participation of lay collaborators in the GBM and 
emphasized the need to actualize the envisaged 
action plans. Fr. Micheal Raj led us into an 
interiorizing and motivating prayer of examen. Frs. 
Rajasekaran and Francis Xavier and Schs. Lazar 
John and John Silvester served as secretaries and 
Fr. Francis Xavier Arockiadoss was the moderator 
of the session.

 A. Santhanam

Ignatian Year 2021-22 Update
On 27 January 2021, Fr. Francis Pudhicherry, 

Coordinator of JCSA Ignatian Year 2021-22, 
organized an online meeting of its Province/Region 
conveners in which the General Curia Coordinator 
Sch. Pascal Calu participated. The Province/Region 
conveners presented their updates on the plans for 
their Provinces/Regions to which Pascal responded 
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with much satisfaction but reminded the conveners 
about lay collaboration in all our celebrations and 
invited video-clippings from our Provinces/Regions 
on the “Cannon Ball Experiences” (like the conversion 
experience of St. Ignatius at the fort of Pamplona). 
We wound up the meeting with a decision that we 
finalize our Provinces/Regions plans by 15 February 
2021, after which there will be the next JCSA meeting.

Though our team for MDU Province suggested 
a number of activities, which the JCSA appreciated, 
I picked up a few innovative programmes from the 
sharings of others. They include 1. Young Artists 
(musicians, and so on) of the Province/Region to 
exhibit their talents/perform on a day (on Ignatian 
themes) 2. Renewal Retreat for young Jesuits 
(before Final Vows) 3. Sharing our own conversion 
experience in communities (as part of faith sharing) 
4. Pilgrimage to Goa (if it is affordable) 5. Ignatian 
Exhibition and Souvenir in every institution (prepare 
for/arrange it either this or next year). 

Regarding the Cannon Ball Experiences from 
MDU Province, Fr. Xavier Antony on January 
28 responded to my request suggesting a joint 
venture in the pre/post-production of the same by 
the Spirituality & Dialogue and Communication 
Commissions. The former will identify fitting persons 
and the content for  two minutes each, and the latter  
organize its actual production and publication. 

Vincent Sekhar

PLBC and FC Meeting on 17 January 2021
After months of lockdown, the first physical 

meeting was organized at Maduralaya for the 
members of the Province Land and Building 
Committee (PLBC) and Finance Commission. As 
clearly underlined in the previous communications 
by the province treasurer, the purpose of the meeting 
was to plan more constructively and creatively on 
the productive use of our lands and buildings in the 
province.

The meeting, with 11 participants, began with 
the Holy Eucharist at 9.15 a.m. presided over by Fr. 
Santhanam. The first session began with the inaugural 
sharing by Fr. Provincial, who invited us to discern, 
consolidate, plan and implement in order to make use 
of the available resources in our province. Fr. Maria 
Joe, who welcomed and explained the dynamics 
of the day, highlighted how COVID has made us  
better financial administrators. He brought to our 

attention the opportunity COVID has placed before 
us to generate more income and increase our funds 
in reserve. Explaining in detail the present status of 
various properties in the Province, he opened our eyes 
to see the opportunities and challenges lying ahead for 
generating more income in the coming days. With that, 
he invited the group to discuss various possibilities for 
generating more income keeping in mind the vacant 
land available in the province and also if needed to sell 
a few unused properties. There were many concrete 
suggestions to use the available resources more 
productively by not leaving any of our properties to 
remain unused or underused. The suggestions were 
duly noted by the Province Treasurer and they will be 
actualized after prayerful discernment, discussion and 
deliberation. There was also a discussion on how we 
manage our rentals in the province and there were a 
few models that were presented before the group to 
understand the various possibilities to generate more 
income through our rentals. 

In this regard, a deeply felt need was expressed to 
seek professional expertise from qualified consultants 
in the field. Fr. Maria Joe explained the availability of 
Mr. Karthikeyan, our auditor, and Fr. G. Alex for our 
meeting on February 3. The members emphasized 
the importance of that meeting and requested the 
superiors and treasurers to evaluate their financial 
administration and the use of resources in their 
respective works and communities and come prepared 
to present before the group their findings which could 
be analyzed and conclusions arrived at. 

To make the presentation more precise on 
February 3, it was also suggested that the institutions 
review their annual income from the farm sector over 
a three-year period instead of concentrating only on 
the past one year. While preparing the dynamics of 
the meeting on 3 February, it was greatly emphasized 
that the superiors, treasurers and the members of the 
respective institutions ought to discuss in detail the 
questions already sent to them and get into concrete 
and constructive planning for income generation. In 
this regard, the preparation in the communities prior 
to the meeting would be of prime importance and the 
PLBC would expect to get concrete, constructive and 
creative proposals and recommendations from the 
communities. The meeting came to a close with lunch 
and the revisors had a budget-related input session by 
Fr. L. V. Kumar at 3:00 p.m.

George Stephen Thayriam
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Dindigul: Beschi Illam
On December 31st night, New Year 2021 Mass was 

solemnly celebrated by Fr. Michael Doss, Superior, 
Beschi Illam, and concelebrated by Frs. Danis Ponniah 
and Harry Martis (GUJ). The Novices welcomed 2021 
with a spirit-filled New Year song. With the help of 
their Novice Master and Socius, they were trained 
to compose tunes for the responsorial psalms for 
Mahimai Psalms, a YouTube Channel maintained by 
Fr. Dominic Jayakumar (CEN). These were online 
from January 16 to 23. On January 14, we had a solemn 
Pongal Mass celebrated  by Fr. Pugazh and Fr. Inigo; 
Fr. Michael Panimaya Raj was the homilist who said 
that thanksgiving is what Pongal and Tamil culture are 
all about. On January 19, we celebrated Mattu Pongal 
in the dairy farm and this was led by Br. Antony. Fr. 
Superior blessed the cattle and the Novices gave a short 
cultural programme.

On  January 17, the novitiate community initiated 
a new pastoral-academic programme using the Bible 
called ‘TELF Sunday’ (Tamil and English – Learn the 
Fundamentals) in order to improve the basic English 
and Tamil grammar and the biblical knowledge of our 
Novices. Since weekend ministry is yet to begin, TELF 
Sunday keeps them engaged while enhancing their 
language proficiency. On February 2,  Beschi organized 
the Jubilee 2020 celebration for 11 Jesuits in Dindigul 

zone with the theme ‘Rejoice with Gladness’. All 
Jesuits in Dindigul graced the occasion. Juniors and 
Novices with their singing and dancing felicitated the 
jubilarians. This was the first gathering of Dindigul 
Jesuits  after 12 months. A new near-normal life has 
just begun with this celebration in Beschi. 

Michael Panimaya Raj 
Juniorate
 On January 4, the Juniors stepped into the final 
term with new vigour and zeal. On January 13, 
together with the Novices, they participated in the 
online launch of  ,sty;fspd; Fuy; an e-magazine 

by Madurai scholastics. Fr. Xavier Arockiasamy, 
Principal, St. Joseph’s College, Tiruchi, in his message 
underscored the need for creativity in this modern era. 
The novices performed a mime and a folk dance and a 
social awareness song composed by the Juniors added 
colour to the event. Frs. Provincial and PCF greatly 
appreciated this new initiative and the hard work that 
went into it. On January 26, we had the Republic Day 
Mass in the domestic chapel followed by flag hoisting. 
During the day, a short programme was organized by 
the juniors. Fr. Alex Chinna (DEL), the chief guest, 
spoke about the current socio-political situation in 
India. His talk motivated us to fight against injustice.

 Jones Vimal & Franklin

Dindigul: St. Mary’s 
It was a New Year blessing for our community to 

have had the annual visitation of Fr. Provincial from 
January 4 to 6. On January 12, an input session on 
the Farm Bills and Farmers Protest was organized for 
the co-workers of the house and hostel. Sch. Amalan 
was the resource person. Fr. George, the President 
of the CRI Dindigul unit, together with the executive 
committee members distributed clothes to 40 student 
inmates of Anbaham who are affected by HIV/AIDS. 
After Pongal vacation, the community is back to its 
normal routine with regular activities like daily Mass 
for the hostel students, evening community prayer 
and recreation.

After 300 days, following the order of the TN 
Government, the school reopened for the students of 
10th and 12th Standards. Classes are on with all the 
precautionary measures in place. On January 24, Sch. 
Amalan conducted a one-day orientation for the hostel 
students. On January 26, the 72nd Republic Day was 
celebrated in a simple manner. Mr. V. Periyasamy, an 
official from Dindigul Corporation, hoisted the flag 
and delivered the Republic Day speech. On the same 
occasion, free bicycles were distributed to the 11th 
Standard students. 

Arockia Amalan
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Karumathur: AAC
Normalcy seems to be returning to Madurai and 

its environs, including Karumathur! Students started 
coming back to both girls’ and boys’ hostels already 
on January 4.  There are about 215 of them now. The 
status will change once full-fledged classes start on 
February 8. The Department of Human Excellence 
conducted its third intercollegiate webinar, and 
this time, it was on Communication Skills. Fr. John 
Innaci, Coordinator of the Unit, organized the webinar 
with the help of his team and Dr. John Love Joy of 
the Research Department of English, St. Joseph’s 
College, Tiruchirappalli, was invited as the key 
speaker for the event. Dr. John highlighted, among 
several other points, styles of communication, such as 
body language, pin-pointed issues in communication 
related to students’ community and explained how to 
sort them out. On January 13, the college celebrated 
the Pongal festival with the staff and final year 
students.  January 30, the day on which Mahatma 
Gandhi was shot dead, was observed by the college 
as Peace Day & Martyrs’ Day. The Campus Ministry, 
under the leadership of Fr. Vincent Sekhar, took 
the initiative to hold a prayer meeting online for 
20 minutes, helping students become aware of the 
significance of peace-making and peace-building.

 Fr. Lazar, Director of Arrupe Centre for Policy 
Research (ACPR), held three meetings with Farm 
Producers’ Associations with the objective of 
creating a network among them for mutual support. 
The Centre also had a training session on how to 
increase agricultural production. ACPR has come out 
with its first electronic news bulletin. Fr. Superior 
released its first issue on January 29 and the first 
copy was received by Mr. Tamizh Oli, Consultant, 
Commonwealth of Learning (COL), Canada.

 On January 20, Fr. Godwin Rufus defended his 
doctoral thesis online successfully at the Gandhigram 
Rural Institute (Deemed to be University), Dindigul, 
under the able guidance of Dr. A. Joseph Dorairaj, 
Professor and Dean of the School of English and 
Foreign Languages. The thesis was titled “Ignatian 

Spirituality and Mysticism in the Select Novels of Paulo 
Coelho: A Critical Study.” On January 30, Fr. Vincent 
Sekhar participated in the International Webinar 
on Secularism, Secularization, and Interreligious 
Dialogue in Higher Education, organized by the 
ESADE Business School of Barcelona, Spain, together 
with Santa Clara University, California. Dr. Catherine 
Conielle, Chair of the Department of Theology, Boston 
College, along with her colleague Dr. Gustavo Morello 
from the Department of Sociology, presented the way 
Boston College engages in these areas. We had the 
visitation of our Provincial from 28 to 31 January. 
Arrupe Illam Jesuit community valued highly his 
reassuring and encouraging presence. 

Vincent Sekhar
Madurai: DACA

DACA organized  mwpTj; jpUtpoh KNOWLEDGE 
FEST – 2021, an innovative zonal level quiz competition 
for the students of our study centres on January 9 
and 10. The contest impressively enthused students 
to widen their general knowledge. A total of 750 
questions and answers were compiled from various 
fields and handed over to them well in advance; 565 
students from 64 study centres actively took part 
in it. The winners were given special prizes and a 
consolation prize was also gifted to each participant.

Pongal celebration was made meaningful by a 
green revolutionary act of our students. On Uzhavar 

Thirunaal, students went on a rally raising slogans in 
support of the farmers who are protesting  in Delhi. 
The participation of the parents was well appreciated 
in many villages. After a long gap, our Vidivelli Girls’ 
Home resumed functioning with the students of 10th 
and 12th Standards. Girls were instructed to keep in 
place the safety measures.  

P. Theophine Michael
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Madurai: St. Mary’s 
The married couples of our Parish who celebrate 

their Golden Jubilee or Silver Jubilee were felicitated 
in a special Eucharistic Celebration on 10 January 
2021. The Pongal festival was meaningfully celebrated 
on January 17 by all the 42 Anbiyams in St. Mary’s 

Cathedral Parish with a depiction of Tamil culture 
that culminated in the Holy Eucharist. Fr. Provincial’s 
visitation from 23 to 26 January 2021 was indeed 
a time of grace to St. Mary’s. On the Republic Day, 
Fr. Eronimus Santiago hoisted the national flag and 
Fr. Stalin Veda Joseph gave a fitting and thought-
provoking message to the parishioners.    

Manuel Savariar

Nagapattinam: Kalangarai
Creating a Nodal Centre for the empowerment 

of widows in Tamil Nadu has been a long-cherished 
dream of Kalangarai. Though delayed by the 
restrictions that came in the wake of COVID-19, its 
inauguration marked a milestone in the chronicles of 
Kalangarai. On 18 January 2021, Fr. Kulandaisamy, 
Director of Kalangarai, inaugurated the Nodal Centre 
and introduced the new staff. Representatives from 
three organizations took part in this event and shared 
their joy of collaboration.

The purpose of this Nodal Centre is to strengthen 
the Widows Federation - Tamil Nadu comprising 
18 different organizations and engage in  activities 
(like advocacy, coordination, etc.) at the State level. 
The ultimate objective of the centre is that the 
Federation will emerge as a State-level movement 
and will be managed by widows and other single 
women. The organizations/NGOs that facilitate 
widows’ movements will be networked. A monthly 
newsletter “tpjitapd; tpopr;Rlh;”, the mouthpiece 
of the Federation, has been circulated carrying the 
reports of the work done by various organizations. 

John Silvester
Palayamkottai: St. Xavier’s

On January 16, Fr. John Kennedy’s 27th book (on 
St. Antony the Great) was released at Marambadi 
by Most Rev. Antony Pappusamy, Archbishop of 
Madurai. That day was the flag hoisting day for the 
Parish feast. Alumni/ae Association of St. Xavier’s 

College had their annual General Body Meeting 
followed by the Family Day celebration on January 
26, in the Indoor Stadium of the college. New officials 
of the Executive Committee were elected in this GBM 
for a term of three years. Rt. Rev. S. Antonysamy, 
Bishop of Palayamkottai, who was the Chief Guest, 
blessed the gathering. The highlight of the celebration 
was the giving of  Sathanaiyalar Viruthu (lifetime 
achievement award) to two distinguished former 
students, Mr. S. Balasubramanian, an advocate 
and octogenarian, and Mrs. M. Sivasankari, Asst. 
Professor who has set three Guinness records on 
artefacts. Frs. Rector, Secretary and Principal offered 
felicitations. Kudos to Fr. Alphonse Manickam, 
Director of Alumni/ae Association, who meticulously 
organized the meeting.

Y. Baskar

Shembaganur: Sacred Heart College
It was a dream come true--the reconstruction of 

the 60-year old SSS school building at Puthuputhur! 
With the yearlong planning of Fr. Patrick, Superior 
and Correspondent of the school, we could get a FACSI 
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grant from our General Curia. The groundbreaking 
ceremony was held on 5 October 2020 and there were 
God’s showers of blessings including rain. Apart from 
building three new classrooms, the Headmaster’s 
office-cum-classroom was modified and the noon 
meal shelter rebuilt. The renovated school building 
was blessed and opened by Frs. Patrick, Superior, 
Samy, Director of PEAK, Fr. Xavier Raj, Superior 
of Carmel, Nagercoil, Kookal Panchayat President 
and PTA President. The presence of parents and 
villagers was a blessing. With the cooperation of the 
village heads, the students’ cultural programme was 
organized. It was a great occasion for all to come 
together after 20 years.

 We have a community college with 20 young 
women who have started their academic programme 
in the third week of January. The  Museum was closed 
temporarily due to COVID-19 since 18 March 2020 
but now it is open to the public.  After a long gap, the 
PEAK regents started their village visits in the New 
Year. As the Government ordered the opening of 
schools for 10th and 12th Standards, students have 
returned to our Children’s Home.

Lazar John
Thoothukudi: Xaveriana

On 12 January 2021, Pongal Thanksgiving Mass was 
arranged in Pope Francis Hall. Fr. Francis Sales was 
the main celebrant. The management and staff wanted 
to share Christmas gifts with the disadvantaged and 
economically deserving students. Hence the class 
teachers selected 100 students for the programme. 
Pants, shirts and half Kg cakes were given to them. The 
management and staff generously contributed funds 
to the tune of Rs 90,000/ and the Staff Association 
served lunch for all.

In the competitions conducted on January 12 by T. 
Mariappan Nadar Arts and Science college, Kolathur, 
our students performed folk dance and won the 
first prize and secured the second prize in rangoli 
competition. Youngster Basketball Club Thoothukudi 
conducted a district level tournament for those 
under age 13 and above age 35 on January 15th and 
18th, respectively. Twelve students from our school 
participated and won the runners-up cup. 

Inner healing counselling was conducted on 
January 19 for the XII Standard students on the 
reopening day after the Corona lockdown. The 
students sat in concentric circles keeping the lamp in 
the centre. In the beginning, inner healing counselling 
was given by Mr. D. Selvan Silva. The students recalled 

their life from their early infancy. They felt relaxed 
and motivated. Fr. M.A. Ignacy prayed in the name 
of the Lord and blessed the students. Fr. Francis 
Sales addressed the students on time management. 
Finally, Br. Arockiadoss, the Headmaster, instructed 
the students on the guidelines to be followed. Inner 
healing counselling was also conducted for X Standard 
students by Br. Arockiasamy and Mr. Bruno.

On January 22, a Pongal Cultural Programme 
was organized in Pedro Arrupe Arangam. Fr. Ignacy 
was the chief guest. Primary and middle school 
headmistresses were also invited for the function; the 
VI Standard students with their parents gathered in 
large numbers. Pongal was distributed to over 600 
students and staff. The Tamil teachers organized the 
event with the help of other staff; 80 prizes were given 
to students who won various competitions.

Commemorating the 500th year of the conversion 
of St. Ignatius of Loyola, a youth seminar was 
organized on January 23 by the Youth Commission 
Committee (PAP-3) of our School. Br. Arockiadoss 
presided over the seminar in the presence of Fr. M. A. 
Ignacy and Fr. J. Sathishkumar, the Director, Tamil 
Nadu Catholic Youth Forum, Thoothukudi Diocese. 
Fr. John Selvam spoke on the holistic development 
of the youth in religion. Mrs. Fatima Babu, a 
retired professor and social activist, spoke on the 
holistic participation of the youth in politics and Fr. 
Ignacy Arockiaya, from St. Xavier’s, Palayamkottai, 
addressed the youth on mass media awareness and 
how to make use of the media for personal and social 
development. The meeting came to an end with lunch. 
On January 26, Mr. Herman Gild, OBA President, 
hoisted the National Flag. Mr Eugine, our AHM and 
staff secretary, delivered a thought-provoking speech. 

Francis Sales

Tiruchi: Clive House
We, the Clive House community members, had 

our Christmas-New Year celebration on  January 5 
and we shared our Christmas joy and love by singing 
carols, distributing gifts to our Christmas friends 
and enjoying a grand Christmas dinner. We had the 
Pongal celebration on January 14. After decorating 
the chapel and refectory creatively, we celebrated 
Pongal with lots of joy and enthusiasm by making 
sweet Pongal in the morning, playing some fun and 
traditional games before we had a traditional meal. 
Fr. Jayaraj Elankeswaran was the main celebrant 
for the Pongal Mass with the theme, coNt caph;.. 

cwNt czh;e;jpL.
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We had Fr. Provincial’s visitation on January 
15 and 16. After meeting the community members 
individually, Fr. Danis Ponniah addressed the 
community expressing his happiness and left us 
with a few words of appreciation, encouragement 
and a few suggestions to build a strong foundation 
in academic, spiritual and community life for our 
future mission. We are totally 35 in Clive House from 
various provinces, yet all are not here as some of us 
stay in our respective provinces attending online 
classes. In order to become familiar with everyone, 
our community took an initiative to organize a zoom 
gathering on January 23 in which each community 
member was present virtually and shared his 
happiness. It was a nice occasion for all of us to be 
united in the Spirit. On January 26, Fr. M. A. Selvam 
from VMI, Vilangudi, gave us the recollection talk on 
being sensitive to the movements of the Spirit. 

Sch. Alex George Jefry underwent a surgery on 
January 28 to remove the steel plate that was fixed 
on his right leg after the accident he had met with, 
while going on pilgrimage to Vailankanni Shrine as 
a novice. The operation was successful. On January 
30, we had our monthly birthday celebration with a 
solemn Eucharistic celebration on the theme - Life is 
Fusion of love with Fr. Emma from SJC as the main 
celebrant. This was followed by a grand dinner.

 Alex George Jefry
Tiruchi: SJC

Fr. Provincial made his canonical visitation to 
the SJC Community from 9 to 14 January. After the 
concluding Eucharist on 14 January, he released two 
new books of Fr. M. A. Joe Antony – Staying in Love 
and Gospel Tales for Today. Fr. Provincial’s visit 
has invigorated our life and ministries. Fr. Richard 
delivered the inaugural address at the Psychological 
Forum organized by the Anugraha Institute of Social 
Sciences, Dindigul, on 12 January. He spoke on the 
topic ‘Solution Focused Brief Therapy.’ 

In collaboration with the Xavier Board, SJC 
organized the National Youth Fest - 2021 for students 
of Catholic Colleges from 22 to 24 January. The 
Campus Ministry team organized the event. The theme 
was “Go and Do Likewise.” Catholic students from 
nearly 55 colleges across the country participated in 
the online fest.  As part of the fest, various competitions 
were organized and cash prizes were awarded to the 
winners.  Well-known political analysts, journalists, 
spiritual leaders and educationists shared their views 
on the theme and enlightened the youth.  The various 
departments of SJC continue to organize national 
webinars and e-conferences.

Fr. Paul Pragash has authored and edited two books 
titled, ntw;wpkhiy #l and Pandemic Art & Literature: 
Critical Readings in the Context of Covid-19, which 
were released by Fr. Leonard  Fernando, our Rector, 

and Fr. Soosai Alangaram, Director of Focolare 
Movement, on January 28 at Mother Theresa Makkal 
Mandram in St. Lourdes Church precincts. While 
the former is a motivational book, the latter analyzes 
English literary works that capture the traumatic times 
the human society experienced during pandemics 
and illustrates how human minds grappled with 
contagions and moved forward. It is a timely and 
scholarly literary contribution to the Corona-ridden 
world. Kudos to the author!

Leolin Arockiadass
Vilangudi: VMI

The pre-novitiate was graced by the presence of Fr. 
Stephen Lourdu Pragasam, our PCF, on January 9-10. 
After meeting the community members individually, 
he met the pre-novices as a group and spoke to them 
about the essentials of Pre-Novitiate and Jesuit 
life. Sixteen scholastics from Clive and St. Joseph’s, 
Tiruchi, were at VMI for their yearly triduum directed 
by Fr. Annaraj from December 30 to January 2. After 
the Christmas holidays, all the pre-novices returned 
to VMI on January 4 to start the third term. Fr. 
Rajasekaran conducted a course on music and film 
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appreciation for them from January 6 to 12.  
On January 14, we had a meaningful Pongal 

celebration within the community. The pre-novices 
woke up early in the morning to cook pongal and, to 
make the celebration more interesting, they had fun 
games and a cultural night. On January 15 and 16, 
Fr. Tamil Selvan OFM Cap conducted a course on 
Psycho-sexual integration for the pre-novices. After 
a long wait, the pre-novices started their weekend 
ministries on January 23. Every time they come back 
from the ministry, they feel spiritually nourished and 
rejuvenated. Infant Jesus Shrine, Thanjavur, invited 
us to present a cultural programme on January 29 
after the Novena Mass. The pre-novices presented 
well-prepared folk dances, songs and an awareness 
skit on the Farm Bills. The programme was much 
appreciated by the audience.

Joshua Kishanth
Chennai: Arul Kadal

Fr. Michael Alosanaya guided the annual triduum 
for Arul Kadal scholastics from January 2 to 4. He 
helped us to go in depth into the spirit of St. Ignatius 
and the recent GCs. Through his own practice of a 
vowed life, he taught us to live our vows and also set 
the tone for our even semester work. Fr. J. Arockiadass 
presented a paper titled “Christian and Renaissance 
in India: A Recent Past for a Near Future” in Loyola 
Jesuit Webinar on January 7. Fr. Robinson, PCF of 
CEN Province was in Arul Kadal for his official visit 
on January 9 and 10. 

Aikiya Alayam and Ippodhu.com Group jointly 
organized the performance of the songs of Peerappa, a 
Sufi saint by Scholar Shahul Hameed in zoom platform 
on January 9. On January 14,  the Arulkadalites 
celebrated Pongal festival and presented symbolic 
offerings during the Mass. Sch. Joseph’s commendable 
efforts have given “ARULKADAL INIGO LIBRARY 
APP” which is made available in Play Store, too. From 
anywhere and at any time to access our AK library, 
please install the link https://play.google.com/store/
apps/details?id=com.inigoLib.inigolibrary

On January 23, Aikiya Alayam in collaboration 
with the CEN Spirituality and Dialogue Commission 
hosted an Eco-Spirituality webinar. Profs. Haji Kani 
and Kamalam presented the topic from inter-religious 
perspectives and elicited meaningful interactions. Fr. 
J. Arockiadass conducted the whole proceedings. CEN 
Province Revisors Frs. Igni and Andrew paid a visit 
to Aikiya Alayam – Arul Kadal for their annual visit 
on January 26.

Felix Sahayaraj

MESSAGE OF CARDINAL CHARLES MAUNG BO
Fr. C. Amal has been regularly sending to the 

Province Curia news updates from Myanmar. As 
there has been extensive media coverage of the 
evolving situation there, we just reproduce below 
the message of the Cardinal. 

My dear Friends,
I write these lines as a spiritual leader, empathizing 

with the sentiments of millions of people at this 
moment. I write to my dear people, the civilian 
leaders, the Tatmadaw (Myanmar army) and the 
international community. I have watched with 
sadness the moments of darkness in our history and 
watched with hope the resilience of our people in 
their struggle for dignity. We are journeying through 
most challenging times of our history.   I write with 
love towards all, seeking a durable solution, praying 
for an end forever to the periodic darkness that 
envelops our dear nation.
1. To My Dearest People of Myanmar

I share deep fellowship with all of you in this 
moment as you grapple with the unexpected, 
shocking events that are unfolding in our country.  I 
appeal to each one of you, stay calm, never fall victim 
to violence.  We have shed enough blood. Let not any 
more blood be shed in this land. Even at this most 
challenging moment, I believe that peace is the only 
way, peace is possible.  There are always nonviolent 
ways for expressing our protests.... 

We are living through a time of pandemic. Our 
courageous health workers have saved many lives. 
We understand your pain. Some have resigned as 
protest, but I plead with you, do not abandon your 
people in need at this time.
2. To our Tatmadaw General and the 

Tatmadaw Family:
The world has reacted with shock and agony 

to what has happened.  When, in 2015, a peaceful 
transition to the elected government was effected 
by the Army, that won the admiration of the world.  
Today the world tries to understand what went wrong 
in the following years. Was there a lack of dialogue 
between the elected civilian authorities and the 
Tatmadaw? 

We have seen so much pain in conflicts.  Seven 
decades of shedding blood and the use of violence 
brought no results.  You all promised peace and 
genuine democracy. Democracy was the streak 
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Fr. Ronald Victor Menezes (48/26 KAR) passed away on 14.01.2021 in Bengaluru. 
Fr. Ambrose Augustine (87/58 PAT) passed away on 16.01.2021 at Patna. 
Fr. Maxim Crasta (54/32 GUJ) passed away on 19.01.2021 at Baroda.
Fr. Arwind Minj  (42/19 HAZ) passed away on 26.01.2021 at Barkagaon.
Fr. Anthony A. D’Souza (94/77 BOM) passed away on 27.01.2021 in Mumbai.
Fr. Lancelot Pereira (90/71 BOM) passed away on 28.01.2021 in Mumbai.  
Br. Stephen Kerketta (75/57 RAN) passed away on 30.01.2021 in Ranchi.
Mr. Alphonse Raja (78), brother-in-law of Fr. Xavier Rajan (CEN), passed away on 26.01. 2021 at 
Madurai.
Mr. Thomas (84), elder brother of Fr. Maria Sigamani, passed away on 02.02.2021 at 
Melakoilpatty.

Abide with the Lord

of hope for solving the problems of this once rich 
country.  This time millions voted for democracy....  

Now the Tatmadaw has unilaterally taken over.  
This has shocked the world and the people of 
Myanmar.  Allegations of voting irregularities could 
have been solved by dialogue, in presence of neutral 
observers.  A great opportunity was lost. Many leaders 
of the world have condemned and will condemn this 
shocking move.

Now you promise greater democracy - after 
investigation and another election.   Myanmar people 
are tired of empty promises.... Their anguish and 
disappointment must be understood.    Your actions 
need to prove that you love them, care for them.  Once 
again I plead with you, treat them with great dignity 
and peace.  Let there be no violence against our dear 
people of Myanmar.

Sadly, the elected representatives of our people 
belonging to NLD are under arrest. So are many 
writers, activists and youth.   I urge you, respect their 
rights and release them at the earliest.  They are not 
prisoners of war; they are prisoners of a democratic 
process.   You promise democracy; start with releasing 
them. The World will understand you.
3. To Daw ASSK and President U Win Myint 
and all our beloved leaders.

Dear NLD leaders: You are in this plight in 
your unending struggle to bring democracy to this 
nation.... We pray for you and urge all concerned to 
release you at the earliest.

Dear Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, you have lived for our 
people, sacrificed your life for our people.  You will be 
always the voice of our people.  These are painful days.   

You have known darkness, you have known light in 
this nation. You are not only the favorite daughter of 
the father of the nation, General Aung San.  You are 
Amay Suu to the nation.  Truth will prevail.  God is 
the ultimate arbiter of truth. But God waits.  At this 
moment I offer my personal sympathies with your 
plight and pray that you may once again walk amidst 
your people, raising their spirits.

At the same time, I wish to confirm that this 
incident takes place due to lack of DIALOGUE 
and communication and lack of acceptance of one 
another. Please listen to others.
4. To the International Community:

We are grateful for your concern and appreciate 
your sense of shock. We are grateful for your 
compassionate accompaniment at this moment.  It 
matters a lot.  

But history has painfully shown that abrupt 
conclusions and judgements ultimately do not benefit 
our people.  Sanctions and condemnations brought 
few results, rather they closed doors and shut out 
dialogue....  

What has happened is painful.   It has shattered our 
people.  I write this with a desire to console them. I 
write not as a politician.   I believe all the stakeholders 
in this country wish the best for our people.  I write 
with prayers and hope that his great nation, this 
golden land of a graceful people will enter into the 
global stage as a reconciled community of hope and 
peace.  Let us solve all disputes through dialogue. 

Peace is possible. Peace is the only way. Democracy 
is the only light to that path.

 Cardinal Charles Maung Bo
Archbishop of Yangon & President of FABC


