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General Curia 

Fr. General has appointed Fr. Francis 
Pudhicherry (GUJ) the new Rector of De 
Nobili College, Pune.   

Jesuit Schools 
The Secretariat for Education recently released 
the Integrated Perspective Infographic.  This 
online resource is now available for school 
leaders and educators of the Jesuit Global 
Network of Schools.   It presents a schematic 
approach to recent documents on education:  

1. A Living Tradition: with the 10 global 
identifiers that describe the 
characteristics of a Jesuit School today. 

2. The 4 Universal  Apostolic Preferences, 
as a way in which we can better serve 
our mission in the Church. 

3. The 13 actions that Jesuit Education 
Delegates agreed in 2017 in Rio de 
Janeiro as our response to the current 
challenges and opportunities. 

4. The Human Excellence document that 
describes the 4 Cs : persons of 
Competence, Conscience, Compassion 
and Commitment. 

These documents contribute to the current 
Mission of the Society of Jesus “Companions of 
Jesus in a Mission of Reconciliation and Justice, 
reconciliation with God, within humanity and 
with creation.  The graphic also includes other 
important elements of our way of proceeding:  
conversion, discernment, collaboration, 
networking, depth and Ignatian Pedagogy.   

All are invited to explore the infographic, 
navigate the different sections,and reflect on 
how we can contribute to our Universal Mission.   

 

This infographic is an invitation both to dream 
and to walk the talk…  Visit Educate Magis to 
access the Integrated Perspective Infographic. 
There you will find the interactive and printable 
versions, plus a poster version.   
 (taken from Newsletter from Rome, 3 Feb 2021) 

Fr. Provincial’s schedule- March 2021 

8 Coetus Praevius 

9 Province Consult 

11-12 Novitiate, Belgaum 

23-26 Vinayalaya visitation 

 

JCSA Online – 22-26 Feb 2021 

 

Given the difficult times we are in, this year’s 

JCSA took as its theme the “Shrinking space for 

pluralism, dissent & justice in South Asia.” Dr. 

Brinelle D’Souza, from TISS Mumbai gave the 

keynote address. She highlighted the processes 

through which a muscular and exclusivist 

nationalism was being espoused throughout 

South Asia. This was followed by a panel 

discussion wherein Jesuits from different parts 

of South Asia highlighted the efforts being 

made in each nation to counter these 
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tendencies and to establish justice and 

pluralism. Fr. Milroy Fernando (Sri Lanka), Fr. 

Carlos Juan (Pakistan), Mr. Kanak Mani Dixit 

(Nepal), and Fr. Jerry Raymond Gomes 

(Bangladesh), while emphasising the increasing 

authoritarianism of each of these regimes, 

highlighted initiatives that we could build upon. 

Dr. Brinelle challenged all of us Jesuits to be 

people of the resurrection, realist and hope 

filled in all that we do. We also inaugurated 

JCSA’s newest venture – the Migrant Assistance 

& Information Network (MAIN), a response to 

the migrant tragedy that unfolded during the 

covid lockdown. 

 Arun de Souza 

New Book 

Fr. Rudolf Heredia has authored a book 

‘Reconciling Difference:  Beyond Collective 

Violence in India’.  This book is available on 

Amazon.   Congratulations to you Rudi!! 

 

Ignatian Leadership Perspectives 
A Webinar by Fr Lisbert D’Souza 

What a wonderful way to begin the Ignatian 

Year, with a webinar on trying to understand 

what Ignatian Leadership is, and how to 

exercise it in our times!  It was heartening to 

see around 150 participants (on 100 devices) 

paying rapt attention and also involved in the 

discussions. Lisbert had much more than the 

necessary qualifications to be the main resource 

person; we are very grateful to him for making 

time for us, for sharing various Ignatian insights, 

and for showing how brightly they throw light 

on modern problems.  

Modern types of leadership range from those of 

Trump and Bolsonaro to those of Biden and 

Merkle, and Lisbert was able to show what was 

underneath their ideologies, and what guided 

modern ways of conducting commerce.  All 

these are often in conflict with the lives of 

Jesuits who are expected to “have this mind 

among themselves  which is in Christ Jesus” 

(Phil 2:5), that is, living a life emptied of self and 

working for “the common good”(1 Cor12:7). 

Since Christ is the centre of the lives of Jesuits, 

their leadership qualities are bound to be 

paradoxical: they lead by allowing others to 

overtake them.    

Lisbert introduced us to William Byron’s 

“Humbition”—humility and ambition (Magis) to 

describe Ignatian Leadership. Leadership is an 

act of humility where readiness to request and 

accept help is built into one’s leadership style. 

In it we see many Ignatian themes such as 

indifference, detachment, discernment, and 

cura personalis, operative in a genuine leader.  

 

 

Lisbert ended his talk with a reflection from our 

former Superior General, Fr. Adolfo Nicolás. 

Commenting on an observation made by Chris 

Lowney in a talk to the Jesuits in the Philippines, 

Fr. Adolfo asserted the importance of ongoing 

evaluation. For effective leadership, goodwill is 

not enough; constant evaluation is the need of 

the hour to ensure fidelity to mission. 

 Joshua D’Souza  
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St. Xavier’s Fort Express 
As the New year unfolded the first event was 

the celebration of Republic Day . A short but 

meaningful program was put together by 

students and teachers 

exhibiting freedom of 

mind, strength in words, 

purity in our blood, pride in 

our souls and zeal in our 

hearts.  Four of our staff 

members, namely Ms. Lorraine Sequeira, Ms. 

Maria D’Souza, Ms. Quincy Desai and Mr. Dilip 

Correia were felicitated for completion of 25 

years of sincere and dedicated service to the 

institution. 

Since  the Marathi Sanvardhan Pandhsrvada 

was being celebrated from 14 – 28 January,  our 

Marathi teachers organised virtual talks by 

experts and motivated students to participate 

in an essay competition in Marathi. To enhance 

English language skills, an online elocution 

competition was held.  The students had to 

record their speeches and send them in to the 

teachers. To encourage the habit of reading and 

familiarity with current affairs, a digital copy of 

the Times of India is being posted daily to the 

students.   

Since Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of 

the season of Lent with a call to repent and 

believe in the Gospel, Fr. Thomas Reddy 

celebrated the Holy Eucharist for the staff and 

delivered a meaningful homily followed by 

imposition of Ashes.  On the occasion of Road 

Safety Month, an online lecture was organised 

with the resource person being Senior 

Constable Mr. Prakash Awate of Traffic Police 

Control.  As a result, 80 students have enrolled 

for RSP for the academic year.   Last but not the 

least, Armed Force forms have been sent by the 

Education Department to support the heroes 

who risk their lives at the frontiers.  An appeal 

has been made to the parents for generous 

support towards the same. 

Though the present scenario and Government 

rules do not permit students to come to school, 

teaching- learning and all round development of 

the child continues to be pursued in different 

ways.  Nothing has stopped at Xavier’s; it has 

just been upgraded to the next level.    

 Ms. Anneth Fernandes 

Teacher, SXHS 

 
 
 

Fr. Anthony A. D’Souza SJ 
1926 - 2021 

 

 

Life in Abundance 

The readings at this funeral Mass celebrate the 

triumph of Life.  We hear St. Paul rejoicing that 

Death is swallowed up in Victory (1 Cor 15, 50-

57).  We also hear Jesus promising us Life in its 

fullness (Jn 10, 7-10) - a promise of abundance 

already now and in eternal life.  

Celebrating the abundance and the triumph of 

Life is so typical of Tony the Leader.  He lived 
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life to the full, lived it joyously and passed on 

that joy to others.  Let us together revisit his 

long and fruitful life under three aspects – the 

Leader, the Person and the Follower.   

Tony the Leader:  This was the title he was best 

known by and it came to typify his work and his 

attitude to life.   Tony made an outstanding 

contribution in the field of Leadership Training 

and Management.   Many are the seminars and 

workshops he conducted all over the world, 

offering training to business executives, 

religious leaders, bishops and pastors of 

different Churches.  His books continue to be 

translated in many languages and used as 

standard material for leadership training.   

The pioneering spirit in Tony saw him build up 

important institutions such as ISI-Delhi and 

XIMR Mumbai.  And of course, one cannot 

forget his stint with the World Council of 

Churches at Geneva. All this work gave him the 

opportunity to interact with persons at the 

highest levels of leadership.  About two years 

ago, while we were going through his few 

personal belongings in the Infirmary, we were 

delighted (and impressed) to find photos of him 

with some of the former Presidents and Prime 

Ministers of our country.  

Tony the Person:  Enthusiasm and optimism are 

qualities that marked Tony right through his life.  

He lifted people up and always had a word of 

encouragement.  People always felt better 

about themselves after being in his company.  

As scholastics, many of us have heard Tony 

cheerfully address us with the words, “Young 

Man, what a pleasure it is to see you!  I know 

you are doing exceedingly well and will be a 

credit to the Society!”   Just hearing those 

words filled us with a sense of pride, and a 

desire to indeed be a credit to the Society.   

This enthusiasm and optimism remained with 

Tony till the end of his life.  He was the ‘darling’ 

of the Infirmary staff – they loved his childlike 

joy and they heaped loads of love upon him.  

His cheerful greetings brightened up life in the 

Infirmary.  He enjoyed the company of visitors 

even when his mind could no longer grasp who 

they were.  Till just four days before his death, 

he would sit before the TV and sing along with 

the Praise and Worship songs, his hand moving 

in rhythm as if he were the conductor of that 

band of musicians.   

Tony the Follower:  Despite his numerous 

achievements, Tony was ever conscious that 

there was only one true leader – Our Lord Jesus 

Christ.  He repeatedly stressed this in his books 

and workshops.  The servant leadership of Jesus 

was the model Tony always proposed as the 

one most suited for our times.  When 

enumerating the qualities of a good leader, he 

would turn to the gospels and pick out the 

qualities of Jesus that came through.  Tony saw 

himself as a disciple, learning from the Master.  

This outstanding Jesuit may have been 

acknowledged by many as Leader, but he 

always knew who the true leader was, he 

always knew that the disciple can never be 

greater than the Master.    

On the occasion of Tony’s death, we best 

honour his memory by recalling the wonderful 

life he led.  Through his workshops, through his 

inspiring talks, through his visits to numerous 

countries, and through his loving interactions 

with everyone he celebrated the gift of life.  

Tony lived life to the full here on earth.  He now 

enjoys it in superabundance in the company of 

his one true leader, our Lord Jesus Christ.     

- Luke Rodrigues 
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Fr. Lancelot Pereira SJ 
1930 - 2021 

 

Depth and Enchantment 

The Scripture passages we heard (2 Cor 4, 14-

18; Mt 11, 25-30) remind us of the many 

mysteries in our life that we will never fully 

comprehend.   Life, Death, Suffering, Beauty, 

Love, the Universe, Eternal life, God  – all of 

these are mysteries that we grapple with.  Our 

human faculties can grasp these mysteries to 

some extent, but we remain ever aware that 

the major part of these realities lies beyond our 

comprehension.  We see things dimly now, as in 

a mirror.  It is only after we pass through the 

mystery of death and resurrection that we will 

see everything clearly, face to face.   

Our brother Lancy Pereira was fascinated by the 

deep mysteries of life, strove to understand 

them as best he could and encouraged others 

to make their own explorations.  His life was 

one relentless quest to get deeper into the 

mystery of life and God, a quest best expressed 

in his books ‘The Enchanted Darkness’  and 

‘Death, the Final Freedom’.   

Lancy was intellectually gifted and takes his 

place in the long tradition of Jesuit scholars who 

blended faith with their scientific pursuits.  He 

had an incisive mind that could cut straight to 

the heart of any subject matter and separate 

the essentials from the peripherals.  It was so 

easy for him to marshal a wide range of facts, 

arrange them logically and build up a convincing 

case for his point of view.  Can any of you recall 

when you last won an argument with him?   

Besides intellectual depth, Lancy displayed 

great versatility.  He had a great range of 

interests and could hold his own in several 

fields be it microbiology, nuclear physics, 

mysticism, dialogue, medicine, music etc.  He 

was a keen sportsman and an accomplished 

violinist in his younger days.  In his chosen field 

of science, he developed the discipline of Life 

Science, starting its very first department in St. 

Xavier College.  The Caius Laboratory at the 

College was also the brain child of Lancy.   He 

was also the driving force behind the Malhar 

festival and the Indian Music Group.  A true all-

rounder indeed.    

Mention must be made about Lancy’s sense of 

humour.  He was witty, quick on the uptake and 

attentive to the funny side of situations.  More 

importantly, he was ready to laugh at himself.  

One night, there was a sudden power failure 

just when he was talking about his book ‘The 

Enchanted Darkness’.  A young Jesuit quipped, 

“Ah, this is the best time to read Lancy’s book!” 

Lancy himself would often recount this incident 

with great delight.     

There was a nurturing side to Lancy even if it 

was not immediately evident. I think it was 

necessary to first have a good, honest fight with 

Lancy in order to earn his respect. Once that 

happened, he was then ready to guide you and 

lift you up to see the large picture.  In this way 

he left a mark on several students and those 

who attended his workshops.  He was a guiding 

star to many a professional who wanted to 

blaze new trails in his/her own field.  The 

situation does not permit many to be present 
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here but tributes have been pouring in from 

people across the world.   

 

The quest for God was the main driving force of 

Lancy’s life.  His explorations in different fields 

all threw some light on the Divine Mystery but 

left him hungering for greater clarity.  In this 

quest, he often encountered darkness and 

uncertainty, but there were also moments of 

magic and enchantment. We are grateful that 

he has shared those moments with us and 

encouraged us to seek our own experiences of 

this Mystery.   

 

As expressed in the title of his book, Lancy saw 

Death as the final freedom, a liberation from 

the limits of our frail bodies and our finite 

minds. This is the moment of surrender, the 

moment of attaining finally the goal of one’s 

lifelong quest.  We rejoice that Lancy has 

attained that final freedom and now 

experiences the enchantment of being one with 

the Divine Mystery.   

- Luke Rodrigues 

 

 

 
 

 
In Christ’s Peace 
+ Bishop Linus Gomes SJ (CAL), 99/78, 

passed away at Kolkata on 27 February 

+ Fr. Vasco de Rego (GOA), 96/75, passed 

away in Pune on 17 February 

+ Fr. Anthony Dungdung (RAN), 87/63, 

passed away in Ranchi on 20 February 

+ Fr. John Vattanky (KER), 89/70, passed 

away at Kozhikode on 22 February 

 

 

Province Holidays! 

At St. Stanislaus Villa, Lonavala – the 

Villa in the Woods 

 

From 26 April to 3 May 2021 

Contact: Fr. Gerard Rodricks 

 


