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The Nation Stands with Fr. Stan Swamy and other Human Right Defenders 

Article 46 of the Constitution of India states that “The State shall promote with special care the 
educational and economic interests of the weaker sections of the people and in particular, the 
Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes, and shall protect them from social injustice and all 
forms of exploitation.” 

But this basic Constitutional right seems to be written off. Today, the Constitutional rights and 
provisions for the protection of the interests of the Schedule Tribes, Scheduled Castes and other deprived sections of 
India have been ignored or very conveniently forgotten. Those who have been voicing for the rights of these deprived 
communities have been silenced or put behind bar.  

Fr. Stan Swamy, S.J., who was unjustly arrested on 8th October, is one of those who are forced to be behind bar because 
they stood for the rights of the Adivasis and Dalits. He is allegedly found criminal and is labelled as a supporter of the 
naxalites because he empowered the Adivasis and protected their rights. He took a strong stand with them on issues 
related to the violation of laws in acquiring land for mega projects for mining and infrastructural development which 
flout the rights of the Adivasis. He has consistently raised voice in democratic and legitimate ways against the 
unrestricted exploitation of land and natural resources. He opposed the indiscriminate arrests of thousands of young 
Adivasis under the label of ‘naxals’ just because they resisted the unjust land alienation and displacement. He has 
questioned the non-implementation of Panchayats (Extension to Schedule Areas) Act (PESA), Samatha Judgement 1997 
of the Supreme Court and Forest Rights Act 2006. He has expressed apprehension at the amendment to the ‘Land 
Acquisition Act 2013’ and the setting up of the ‘Land Bank’ by the Jharkand Government which will empower the State 
Government and the land mafias to acquire Tribal ancestral, community and agricultural land.   

Just before being arrested Fr. Stan Swamy wrote, “Over the last two 
decades, I have identified myself with the Adivasi people and their struggle 
for a life of dignity and self-respect…In this process, I have clearly 
expressed my dissent over several policies and laws enacted by the 
government in the light of the Indian Constitution. I have questioned the 
validity, legality and justness of several steps taken by the government and 
the ruling class. If this makes me a ‘deshdrohi’, then so be it.” 

What Fr. Stan Swamy has said and done is perfectly constitutional because 
“the right to dissent is one of the most important rights guaranteed by the 
Constitution of India. As long as a person does not break the law or 
encourage strife, he has a right to differ from every other citizen and those 
in power and propagate what he believes is his belief.”  

Hence, we condemn the arrest of Fr. Stan Swamy, stand with him and pray 
for him and for all the human rights defenders and all those who are 
wrongly imprisoned and harassed for standing up for the truth and justice. 

Fr. Ranjit Tigga, S.J. 

From Provincial’s Desk 



Appointments by Fr. General  
Fr. Agnelo Mascarenhas [GOA] :  Provincial of Pune Province 

—————————————————————–——————————- 

Conference Appointments [Between 30 Apr 2020 to 10 Oct 2020]  

Fr General has appointed the following as Consultors to the President 
JCSA, & ex-officio convenors and chairs of their respective zones,  

w.e.f. 9 Jul 2020. 

Fr Danis Ponniah (MDU) : South Zone  

Fr Melvil Pereira (KHM) : North Zone  

Fr Santosh Minj (HAZ) : Central Zone  

—————————————————————–——————————- 

Appointments by POSA: at JDV Pune 
Fr Ryan Rodrigues (KAR) : Appointed to JDV for M. 

Ph & Trial Teaching, w.e.f. 1 Jun 2020 residing at DNC.  

Fr George  Karuvelil (PAT) :Appointed to P.G. Block to continue Research
 work, w.e.f. 1 Jun 2020. Belongs to DNC community. 

Fr Devara Jojibabu (AND) :Studies for M.Th in  Spirituality at JDV Pune, w
.e.f. Jun 2020; residing at  DNC. 

Fr Francis Gonsalves (GUJ) :Appointed to reside at JDV PG Block; 
continue as community member of PS, w.e.f. 3 Aug 2020. 

Fr (Dr) Victor Sagayam SVD :Appointed as Lecturer, Missiology                
Department of Theology Faculty, JDV Pune, w.e.f. 1Jul 2020. 

Fr (Dr) A Gregory OMI :Appointed as Lecturer, Pastoral and Moral          
Department of TheologyFaculty, JDV Pune, w.e.f. 1 Jun 2020. 

—————————————————————–——————————- 

ISI, Delhi 

Fr Paul D’Souza (GUJ): Appointed as Acting Superior ISI-D, Jesuit Community, 
w.e.f. 1 Jun 2020 

—————————————————————–——————————- 

                                     Conference 

Fr Siji Chacko (PAT) :Appointed as Coordinator of Conference 
Secretaries w.e.f. 1 Jun 2020 & Appointed as GIAN Ecology in-charge 
in the capacity of the Director CDO (CDD), w.e.f. 1 Oct 2020. 

———————————————————–————————————- 

Assistancy Committees : Leadership Programme Team for SA 

Fr Joe Arun (Convenor)             

Fr Nelson D’Silva (Joint Convenor)  

Fr Joye James (Member)           

Fr  Siji Chacko (Member)    

—————————————————————–——————————- 

Studies for Conference Common Works 

Fr Sandeep Jagtap (PUN): MA in Pali at Pune University, residing at 
Loyola Pashan, Jun 2020. 

—————————————————————–——————————- 

Gratitude for services rendered to Common Houses & Works 

of South  Asia 

Fr Joy Karayampuram (PAT) as Superior ISI-D (from May 2013).  

Fr Raj Irudaya (CEN) as ADF (from Jun 2014). 

 —————————————————————–—————————— 
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 Appointments by Provincial 

 01 
 Fr. Manoj Toppo: Teacher & Asst. 

Hostel  in-charge at Jayanti 
Niketan, Kota   

02 
Fr. Santosh Tigga: Acting Director 

at Apostolic School Kunkuri  

03 
Fr. Kuldeep Kujur : Asst. Parish 

Priest  at Shanti Bhawan Parish 
Jashpurnagar , M.Ed Studies 

04 
Fr. Alphonse Tirkey: Coordinator 

for Ignatian Year 

 Provincial’s Programme 

 November 

01-11 Loyola Niketan Bilaspur 

12  GB & AGM of XISA and MPJ at 
XISA Raipur 

13 Meeting of Land and Property 
Commission, XISA Raipur. 

14 Meeting of Finance Commission, 
XISA Raipur. 

15 Province Consult, XISA Raipur. 

16 UAP-PAP Core Committee 
Meeting, XISA Raipur 

17-24 Loyola Niketan, Bilaspur 

25 Meeting with PDD, St. Xavier’s 
Ambikapur 

26 Blessing of the School Building, St. 
Xavier’s School, Rajpur 

27-30 Loyola Niketan Bilaspur 

 December 

01 Blessing of School Building, 
Campion, Raipur 

02-04 Silver Jubilee of XIDAS, Jabalpur 

07 Blessing of Hostel, St. Xavier’s, 
Ambikapur 

08 AICUF Unit Ambikapur 

11-18 Retreat at Shanti Niwas, Bilaspur 

19-31 Loyola Niketan, Bilaspur 

OFFICIAL 



 

  

T he long awaited dream of ordination of Deacon 
Suresh Tirkey and Deacon Anmol Lakra was 

ultimately accomplished in Loyola, Kunkuri. The 
parishioners of Kuturwan and Bhelwa were longing to 
see the ordination of Deacons Suresh Tirkey and Anmol 
Lakra in their respective parishes. The ordinandis had set 
the dates in the month of May and the authorities had 
agreed but the pandemic intervention differed the time 
and space. But Covid-19  could neither stop nor cancel 
the blessing of ordinations. God ordained His chosen 

ones on 10 October by His Lordship Rev. Emmanuel 
Kerketta, D.D. in the presence of Fr. Ranjit Tigga, 
Provincial,  Religious, Priests and the congregation of 
about 100 family members, friends and well-wishers. 
The celebration of ordination was solemn with simplicity.  
Altar boys, Deacons, Priests, Religious and Bishop 
escorted the ordinandis with their parents in two lines 
without an entrance dance. The choir, composed with 
Scholastics ushered them in the chapel of Loyola hostel 
with their beautiful melody. All other dances also were 
suspended.  
The Holy Eucharist started as usual and continued until 
the handing over of the ordinandis by theirs parents. But 
this time “Kala Kala Beta” (go mai son) was dropped. The 
ordinandis were not handed over by their parents but 
they themselves walked up to the altar and surrendered 
themselves to His Lordship to be anointed and ordained.  
The ceremony of ordination was as usual. But the Bishop 
observed the protocol of Covid-19. Neither did he kiss 
the palm of the ordinandis nor embraced them after 
anointing and ordaining them. So did the priests who 

neither lay their hands on the head of the ordinandis 
while praying for the blessing of the Holy Spirit nor 
kissed the hands nor embraced them after the ceremony 
of ordination. They prayed from their respective places. 
The participants had occupied their chairs in a distance 

as per the norms of Covid-19. There was a perfect 
discipline during the entire ceremony.  
The family members and well-wishers were very happy. 
They wished the ordinandis and took photos with them 
after the departure of priests and the Bishop. All were 
happy interiorly. There was no external expression by 
dancing. All were provided with delicious meal by the 
Loyola House in its open quadrangle.  

                                              -Fr. Herman Joe Minj ,S.J. 
                    
 
 
 
 

S t. Ignatius Church, Nirmala Ashram Jhingo Parish 
celebrated the tribal traditional feast Tusgo on 

11.10.2020 – Sunday. Due to COVID-19 it was simplified 
and limited only to the celebration of Holy Eucharist 
which was solemnized by Fr. Santosh and Fr. Isaac. 
Primary school staff members have committed 

themselves in the Mohalla-Classes in five different 
villages during the lockdown period. With the help and 
support of the parents we are able to guide the students. 
The parents have facilitated the arrangement, which is 
very encouraging. The students’ interest to learn too is 
very promising. Many students eagerly grabbed the 
opportunity. The community had one day recollection-
cum reflection, sharing and preparing the SWOT analysis 
of the community and its apostolate under the guidance 
of Fr. Poly, the Superior. 

Fr. Vinod Tirkey, S.J. 

 

T he on line class for the students is quite 
encouraging; moreover some students are still 

getting left behind due to various reasons. On 5th of 
October Fr. Polycarp Xalxo SJ, superior of Jhingo-Rajpur 
community went to Ash Deep Pathalgaon for the 
orientation programme for Rectors, and Superiors on  
community level Action plan (UAP-PAP)  which held  on 
6/10/2020 at Asha Deep Pathalgaon. It was one day 
programme, so he came back to community very next 
day. Immediately after coming back from the meeting, 
he already started planning out for the community 
recollection to prepare the action plans.   We had a full 
day recollection and decrement the action plans were 

Priestly Ordination 

St. Xavier’s Rajpur 

 MAP Newsletter                                                                                                                                                                November 2020 03 

Nirmala Ashram, Jhingo 



made for the community level on 19th of October. Prior 
to this on 02/10/2020, Fr. Sebastian Tigga SJ had gone to 
Balrampur to attend the Private school’s Principles and 
teachers meeting which was convened with the purpose 
of constituting Private school teachers’ association in the 
wake of government’s announcement that students 
from private school could take admission in the 
government school without the transfer certificate and 
mark sheet. The effect of it was that many students left 
the school and took admission in the government 
schools without clearing the dues, which created heavy 
financial burden to the schools. 
For the future course of action, again, on 12th of 
October the principals and teachers of Private school 
had a meeting at St. Xavier’s school Rajpur. The purpose 
of the meeting   was to formulate Bylaws for the private 

schools teachers association of Balrampur district. Good 
number of teachers and principals of private schools 
working in Balrampur District were present in the 
meeting.  
On 24th of this month there was another important 
meeting held at St. Xavier’s School Rajpur of principals, 
head masters and managers of the Christian minority 
school working in Balrampur. The agenda of the meeting 
was, government promulgating ‘the private School fee 
regulation law’. It is felt that the government’s move is 
the clear violation of Article 30 of the constitution which 
protects the minority schools. According to this Article,  
minorities institution have a right to establish and 
administer their  schools. It was unanimously agreed 
upon that we have to write a memorandum to 
government officials  to exempt the minority schools 
from this Act. For the same purpose, a committee was 
made which will submit the memorandum to 
government. 

                                                      Fr. Isaac Kujur, S.J. 

 

W e keep on journeying as pilgrims in the Catholic 
Church and so far we have reached the month of 

October in this Pandemic affected year 2020. Though the 
world breathes heavily with CORONA, we the 
Namnawaasi survive safely in the same ambience.  
After Fr. Anthony Parapullil, Fr. Leo too felt some 
difficulty in hearing capacity. Once checked, it was found 
that the battery was law then, we had to get it replaced. 

He hears better now. A little worry is created to Fr. 
Theodore Minj due to misplacement of the mobile while 
the marriage of his niece approaches close and the news 
is not able to reach from home. He has happily decided 
not to go for the marriage reception due to problem in 
walking. So, he was curious to receive message about 
the marriage but the mobile disappointed him. However, 
the mobile was found later with SIM card missing from it. 
The community members decided to provide him a new 
mobile phone with a new number – 7773826303. This 
makes him joyous and is able to get good news from 
home.  
Change is the spice of life as our superior says. In order 
to bring some more taste to spiritual life, Fr. Aemilianus 
Ekka introduced the hymn, Salve Regina to our evening 
prayer. All the Latin Fathers as spoken in the community, 
including His Grace – Pascal Topno, SJ, sang aloud and 
the other non-Latin Fathers found themselves perplexed 
and amazed listening to the hymn. Fr. Anthony 
Parapaullil is found it little hard to welcome this beautiful 
hymn saying, “It is like an Oraon hymn in Tamilnadu”. To 
make him comfortable with the hymn, Fr. Aemilianus 
translated the hymn into Hindi and English. We thank 
him for this work. Finally, all sing this hymn devoutly 
now. So, the “Change” is turned into a “Variety” is the 
spice of life.  
In the Namna parish, 16th of this month was the 
Nayakhani celebration which in the church was 
celebrated with a limited number. The casting of the 
other side of the balcony of the church building is 
completed. The Deacon is assigned to assist Sch. Anjay in 
the Holy Cross Hospital, Ambikapur. The rest seems well.  

Dn. Preetam Prakash, SJ 

 

I n the month of October St. Xavier’s Residence 
Ambikapur was fully engrossed in UAP-PAP 

programme and formulating its Community Apostolic 
Preferences (CAP). The community had a full day 
recollection on 17 Oct. beginning with mass and ending 
the day with Supper. The day was spent on presentation 
of Internal and External Context, presentation of 
Province Vision Mission and Province Preference, 
prayerful reading of PAP identifying the ones applicable 
to the community, SWOT analysis, sharing of Consolation 
and Desolations and reflection on PAP that community 
might implement. Thus, community was properly 
oriented to enter into the CAP. After having read the PAP 
document and serious reflection from 21st to 24th Oct 
community sat together from 6.00 pm to 8.00 pm 
everyday and finalized the CAP draft. 
 The heart-breaking news about the arrest of the social 
activist, Fr. Stan Swami aged 83 year old on Thursday, 
Oct. 8, 2020 by NIA was a serious blow on all the Human 
Rights and Social Activists of the country. Following the 
arrest, on 12 Oct. at 4.00 p.m., a common adoration was 

Khrist Milan Ashram & Parish, Namna 

St. Xavier’s, Ambikapur 
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organized at Bishop’s house Ambikapur and a group of 
people went to Ghadi Chawk for a small demonstration 
and a memorandum was handed over to the Upper 
Collector by the members of CRI, AICUF and some lay 
association to be forwarded to the President, Prime 
Minister, the Home Minister of India and to the 
Governor of Chhattisgadh. On 13 Oct for the same cause, 
there was another protest by Indian People Theater 
Association (IPTA), JALESH, Kishan Sabha, Tritya Varg 
Karmchari, Bhagat Sinh Akadami, St. Xavier’s Accademy, 
Holy Cross and ASHA association.  There was a mega 
Sadbhavna Sabha Pradershan with the initiative of St. 

Xavier’s Community Ambikapur on 16 October on Ghadi 
Chawk and Ghadhi Chawk Ambikapur. After speeches 
and meaningful slogans for the release of Stan Swamy 
and other Social and Human Right activists, a peaceful 
silent procession proceeded towards the Mother Teresa 
memorial near Akash Vani Chawk. There also a speech 
was delivered by Mr. Jitendra Singh Sodhi and a simple 
prayer service was conducted by Ursuline sisters and 
thus the rally was concluded. Around 150 religious 
priests and nuns, lay people and others participated in 
Sadbhavna Sabha Pradershan observing the Covid-19 
protocol. 
On 1 Nov. in the old Loyola Hostel campus, the office of 

CG Catholic Uraon Samaj Surguja unit was blessed and 

inaugurated in a simple ceremony by Rt. Rev. Bishop 

Patras Minj, S.J. This office is establisehed to conduct 

some motivational and prefessional programmes for 

catholic youth in view of strengthening the unity among 

catholic tribals.  

Fr. Sandeep Lakra, S.J. 

 

A ll the members were safe in the month of October. 
Necessary mobility was carried out with due 

precaution. Fr. Ranjit Tigga, Provincial, and Fr. Henry 
Lakra, Socius attended the PAP meeting at Pathalgaon on 
6 October. Fr. Provincial returned to the province curia 
on the following day while Fr. Henry proceeded to 
Ranchi.  
Fr. Provincial set for Kunkuri on 9th for the ordination of 
Deacons Suresh Tirkey and Anmol Lakra. Fr. Arvind Vinay 
Tirkey and Herman Joseph Minj joined him for the 
ordination. Fr. Sushil Tirkey left for home on the same 
morning to visit his ailing parents. Fr. Pradeep Ekka 

joined him up to Kunkuri to participate in the ceremony 
of ordination.  
Fr. Herman returned to Lureg after the ordination. Frs. 
Provincial and Socius had meetings in Kunkuri. Fr. 
Provincial was delegated to attend the priestly 
ordination of Deacon Samir Kerketta (Pune) as no Jesuit 
had come from Pune Province. Fr. Arvind Vinay also 
attended the ordination at the parish of Kharibahar on 
14 October. They returned to Loyola Niketan on 17th 
Oct.  
Frs. Sushil Tirkey and Pradeep returned to Bilaspur on 13 
Oct. Fr. Herman joined them at Pathalgaon. Fr. Pradeep, 
Sch. Pingal and Sch. Edwin made a trip to Baramkela on 
18 Oct to attend the first Holy Mass of Fr. Anmol Lakra. 
The Holy Mass was very good and meaningful. In their 
return journey they took along Sch. Fancis to Loyola 
Niketan. Sch. Basil came joined Loyola Niketan from St. 
Xavier’s Ambikapur. Sch. Anuranjan joined Loyola 
Niketan from Loyola, Kunkuri. Now there are 7 
Scholastics in Loyola Niketan, busy in their respective 
responsibility online.  
Loyola Niketan community engaged its members on UAP
-PAP community recollection from 4.30 to 7.30 pm from 
21 to 23 Oct. The materials were read collectively, 
prayers were held personally as well as together, then 
community action plans were made together for the 
community on Education and Pastoral apostolates based 

on UAP-PAP.  
Fr. Provincial attended the JCSA meeting online held for 
the first time. It was a grand success.  

Risda and Pipersatti  
Fr. Pancratius Minj finished a Thirty Day retreat for the 
three brothers at Spirituality Centre, Risda on 25 
October. He guided the retreat to Br. Stanislaus Lakra 
and Br. Prabhunath Tirkey from Ambikapur Diocese and 
Br. Vijay Kumar Toppo from Raigarh Diocese. Once he 
had gone to offer Holy Mass at Pipersatti on 11 Oct when 
Fr. Herman had gone to attend the Ordination.  
Holy Eucharists were offered regularly in October in the 
parish church. The faithful attended with care. Nirmala 
Primary School, Pipersatti remained closed in the month 
of October. The students did not come to the school but 
occupied the school ground to play cricket.  
Fr. Herman gave a one day recollection to MC Sisters at 
Torwa, Bilaspur on 8th Oct. He gave another one day 
recollection to CTC Sister, Parsahi on 14 Oct.  

Fr. Herman Joseph Minj,S.J. 

Loyola Niketan, Bilaspur 
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S t. Xavier's School Baramkela is facing a lot of 
problems due to not having the recognition paper. 

One of the prime issues is the attachment of 10th class 
students.  We were confused, worried and completely nil 
from our side how to get the attachment paper. We had 
many trials and tribulations while working on it. Fr. 
Prabhu was completely exhausted and had many 
sleepless nights. He frequented to Raipur for the same. 
The situation was such that even if he went to rest, the 
pressing thought was has not got the attachment paper. 
All the community members felt the same. It was dark 
moments for all of us here. The way we handled the 
situation was something unique and unforgettable. 
Furthermore, parents also pressurized us saying that 
how can you run school without having essential 
documents. All the more, they complained to nodal 
authority. He warned us saying how you can play with 
the life of children. You misguided children telling them 
you will get the CBSE. This is the situation of Baramkela. 
We rather feel that we are cornered and not bothered 
by other companions.  
Ordination- Congratulations dear Fr. Anmol Lakra S. J.! 
He was ordained in Kunkuri on October 10. A few days 
ago we were intensely busied ourselves to felicitate him. 
He landed in Baramkela on October 16. He was 
welcomed according to our tribal culture in a short 
manner. Each and individual was in seventh heaven to 
have him amidst us. He presided over thanksgiving mass 
in Baramkela on October 18. His main theme was “Mai 
sachhi dakhlata hu aor tum sab daliya ho” He associated 
his life with the theme. He encountered God very closely 
and acknowledged for his blessings and graces. It was a 
grace filled moment in thanking God along with him. 

Having finished holy Eucharist, there was a brief 
felicitation programs. And then people travelled to have 
lunch. To make this day a memorable one many people 
rendered their service specially the staff and sisters.  
We had also community meeting on UAP and PAP from 
21 to 24 October. We had a fruitful discussion on various 
points. We too felt united and part of finalizing a draft. 
Everyone was present for this meeting. We had also a 
deanery meeting that was held at Mauhpali on October 
25. We discussed mainly two things those were the chain 
adoration and the new education policy. We ended the 
meeting with lunch. 

Sch. Roshan Baxla, S.J. 

 

Blessing of Second Floor School Building  

1 3th October, 2020 was a gracious day for St. Xavier’s 
School, Shanti Bhawan, Jashpur. It was a day of 

blessing of new academic floor with Five class rooms. 
Now the school has sufficient class rooms. The Provincial 
Fr. Ranjit Tigga, SJ, was the chief guest. The Fathers from 
Loyola Community, Kunkuri had come to witness the 
programme.  
The programme began with a short floral welcome to 
the guests on the dais. Then followed by a short prayer 
service.  The Reading from Bible, a prayer song and a 
short reflection were part of it. During the programme 
the Engineer and constructor Shri Shilanand Kujur, and 
Painter shri Lavkesh Kumar were felicitated with 
bouquet and shawl. Fr. Michael Tirkey, SJ, thanked the 
Provincial, the benefactors and well-wishers.  
The ceremony of the blessing was led by Fr. Nirmal 

Shanti, SJ the Manager of the school and the Parish 
Priest. It was blessed by Fr. Ranjit Tigga SJ, The Provincial 
of MAP Province. Fr. Nirmal Shanti, SJ and Fr. Virendra 
Xalxo SJ accompanied Fr. Ranjit SJ, while Blessing the 
building.  
The inauguration took place following the guidelines of 
the Covid-19. Therefore, the number of guests was 
limited. The Staff members of both the mediums were 
present. The student representatives around 20 were 
present to witness the gracious moment. The 
programme ended with the words of gratitude from Fr. 
Ajay Kerketta, SJ. The sweets and snacks were arranged 
for all. 

Fr. Ajay Kerketta, S.J. 

 
Vidya Sadan, Bhopal  

A s the winter is sneaking in, varieties of beautiful 
natural flora are adding the beauty of the campus. 

As the visitors are less due to the pandemic, the natural 
beauty and the greenery is very well maintained. This 
has nearly created an ambiance of a heavenly garden.  
Rohit Tirkey, a new candidate from Birsinghpur, Pali 
(M.P.), after a week of quarantine period has joined the 
community regular curriculum. Fr. Kalyan Panna has 
come back from Mangalore and has joined the pre-

St. Xavier’s Baramkela St. Xavier’s Jashpur 

Campion School, Bhopal 
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novitiate staff. We are getting sufficient supply of 
vegetables from the Pre Novitiate garden and farm. 
Brothers have regularized the intake of Kadha to keep 
themselves fit to fight against the Corona virus. With the 
season’s call we have started playing basketball. Quite 
often the Pre Novices get tips and techniques to improve 
their games by the Fathers of the community. In spite of 
being restricted to the campus, the Brothers have 
received ample opportunities and constructive 
environment to boost their holistic growth. Thus they 
are slowly acquiring their academics and in other aspects 
of their life.  

Campion Community Bhopal  
With the grace of God all the three Fathers, who were 
tested positive for corona virus, have come back to 
normal life and have taken up their responsibilities. We 
keep Fr. Panka in our prayers as he still struggles with 
some other serious disease. We are grateful to Fr. 
Blacius Kullu, the minister of the house, for catering to 
our physical needs and building up our immune system 
to fight against the virus.  After a visit to Chhattisgarh for 
the ordination and consultors’ meet, Fr. Athnas shared 
the vibes of Nyakhani with chiwda, groundnuts and 
sweets with the community. On 23rd of October all the 
members of various units joined their hearts and minds 
to contribute in the construction of the Community 
Apostolic Planning (CAP). Everyone was of great 
assistance to one another in forming of the SMART 
planning for CAP. Fr. Christi after the meeting of UAP-
PAP in Ambikapur, on his way back visited the Fathers at 
St. Xavier’s Umaria and spent a night there. The Fathers 
in Umaria were very generous to send a portion of rarest 
of the rare meat with the Fathers of Campion School 
residence Bhopal.  
The regular Sunday Eucharistic Celebration has been 
resumed at the Campion Church, Bhopal, keeping all the 
necessary precautions and protocols of the pandemic. 

Sch. Naveen Kerketta, S.J. 

 

T he 32nd National Council was held (via zoom) on 
17th and 18th October 2020. The theme was- 

Aftermath of Covid-19 and Challenges of AICUF, “Rise Up 
and Voice Out”. Fr. Dr. Joy James S.J. gave an inaugural 
address. In his inaugural address Fr. Dr. Joy  (Sec. Jesuit 
High Edu. Of SA Secretariat, Co-ordi. All Jesuit 
Universities & Colleges) touched upon four major issues 
of the time namely – History of AICUF, Recent 
happenings, Higher education and Covid-19. The recap 
of the challenging but glorious history of AICUF by Fr. Dr. 
Joy really packed a punch. He painted an optimistic 
picture of Aicufers and their roles in spreading peace and 
justice. In the post covid period Aicufers have to keep 
their nose to grindstone for the challenging phase of life 
and be more vigilant, he added. 

Few selected AICUF members from 9 states of India, 
participated in this 32nd National Council 2020.  From 
Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh 7 students 
enthusiastically participated. Miss Sangeeta Tirkey, 
Nandesh Kumar Rajwade, Deepak Kujur and Amos Toppo 
from Chhattisgarh and Miss Vandana Tigga, Miss Meena 
Tirkey and Fr. Alok Kujur S.J. participated from Madhya 
Pradesh. Thanks to Miss Vandana and Meena who 
presented the AICUF Annual Report of M.P. & 
Chhattisgarh for the year 2019-2020. Aniket Shubham 
Beck, the AYCM Convener presented the AYCM (Adivasi 
Yuva Chetna Munch) annual report and covered all the 
major events by AYCM that took place throughout the 
year long. Thanks to all participants and big thanks to 
Vandana, Meena and Aniket who pulled out all the stops 
to make the yearly presentation well.  

Fr. Alok Kujur, S.J. 

 

I n the beginning of October, 2020, we followed the 
directives of COVID- 19 in the campus strictly and 

continued harvesting and threshing the paddy. Now 
harvesting is over and we thanked God for good crops on 
NAYA KHANI day. Fr. Prabhudas, our Parish Priest was 
main celebrant on the day who offered Kurukh Mass for 
us. Thanks to Frs Zack Kerketta and Casimir Ekka for 
sharing their joy with us. And Special thanks to Fr. Zack 
Kerketta for bringing us new bitten rice from Duldula. 
Now Fr. Michael Ekka is preparing the fields to grow 
wheat, gram and other vegetables. We have been 
enjoying the plenty of gooseberry in our campus. Thanks 
to Fr. Michael for planting such beautiful trees. His Grace 
Leo Cornelio blessed the new Church on 22 nd October, 
2020 at Nadan. It is 15 kms away from Mariado on the 
way to Bhopal. It is named after St. John Paul II. Fr. 
Ishwardas Minj the parish priest of Nadan who has been 
always helpful to Barela Mission. On 25 th October, Fr. 
Michael along with Fr. Prabhudas Tirkey went to 
Barkheda to offer Naya Khani mass and Fr. Michael 
inspired by his homily. On the same day in the evening 
we celebrated the birthday of Fr. Simon Aind and 
thanked the Lord for his life and call in the Society of 
Jesus. We have continued to train our teachers to be 
more effective in spoken English. We won the Land case 
dispute for the second time from S.D.M. court at 
Nasrullaganj. Congratulations to Frs. Michael Ekka and 
Simon Aind for endless effort. 

Fr. Deobhushan Toppo, S.J. 

 
Mission Sunday   

O n 18th Oct. the feast of St. Luke the Evangelist is 
observed as the Mission Sunday. It marked 

historical for the faithful of Boirdadar in settling the long 
awaited problem (since 1998) on the issue of graveyard  

AICUF Ashram, Bhopal 

Campion School, Mariado 

St. Francis Xavier Church Boirdadar 
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that had given birth to other problems of ousting some 
families from taking sacraments, restricting social life 
and cancelling family cards which give identity in the 
Parish. Under the leadership of His Lordship Paul Toppo, 
DD. Raigarh, a series of deliberations and meetings of  
Priests and the faithful were held. His Lordship Paul 
Toppo DD invited Fr. Ranjit Tigga, S.J. to come  at least 
once to initiate solving the problems. Finally in the 
presence of  Fr. Ranjit Tigga, S.J. Provincial and Fr. Alfred 
Toppo, S.J.( as observer) the hectic  but amicable 
deliberation on 15th October capped the problems. Now 
the process has started to implement the decisions. The 
Priests, Sisters and faithful are grateful to His Lordship, 
Fr. Provincial, the observers and representatives for 
settling the problems for ever. 

Celebrations in the walks of life- 
Fr. Stephen Xaxa, S.J. joined the happy occasion of his 
elder brother in Ranchi during Covid-19. As he came 
back celebrated his Birthday in the School and 
Community. It was the coincidence of 10+10=2020. 
Similarly the combined celebration of the feasts of 
Karam and Tusgo (eating of the first fruit) on 04th 
October added to the taste of Holy Mass in Kurux 
(Oraon) dialect. This could be one of the requirements to 
get the dialect in the list of 8th Schedule of the 
Constitution. 
The Community participated in the ceremony of the 
Ordination of Fr. Sameer Kerketta,S.J. (Pune Province). 
Fr. Zacharias Lakra, S.J.  was  credited  as  the  Apostolic 
School Director of the batch of Fr. Sameer  in  Kunkuri. 
   But the visit of Fr. Anmol Lakra, S.J. in his family at 
Bhelwa on 13th October and the reception Eucharist of 
Fr. Anmol Lakra,S.J. at St. Xaviers’ Baramkela on 18th 
October climaxed the celebration of life in a Priest’s  
mission  and  life. The Community also had a mission 
tour of St. Johns’ School, Kharsia. 
The moments of graces of life- 
Fr. Zacharias Lakra, S.J. attended the UAP-PAP 
orientation at Asha Deep, Pathalgaon on 6th October  
and in turn now he is leading the Community to 
contextualize the action plans.  
 He and Br. Fulgence Ekka, S.J. visited Fr. Suresh Tirkey, 
S.J.( who had come to see Dn. Dilip Minj, S.J.) in the 
family of Dn Dilip Minj, S.J. and joined in his strife that 
had come recently  in his family. Dn. Dilip Minj, S.J. 
represented the Community in the ceremonies of 
Ordination and thereafter Eucharist in the families. He 
came back and joined the Community in settling the 
existing problems. He accompanied Fr. Zacharias 
Lakra,S.J. in getting the signatures of the representatives 
of  that crucial meeting. 
Half yearly online exam and other- 
The half yearly online exam at St. Xavier conducted from 
5th October along with other requirements met even 
during the pandemic. The third casting of the School 
building was completed successfully on 22nd October 

just before the Dussehara holiday from 23-26th October. 
Fr. Martin M. Tirkey,S.J. was the resource  person for the 
meeting of the School Principals of the Diocese Raigarh. 

Fr. Zacharias Lakra,S.J 

 
Community  

T he month was marked by the Priestly Ordination of 
Dn. Anmol Lakra and Dn. Suresh Tirkey. This 

auspicious event took place in the campus on 10th 
October 2020. Due to the pandemic only few people 
could attend the ceremony others witnessed the event 
virtually.   
The Community underwent the process of Apostolic 
Planning at the community level from 19th October 2020 
to 23rd October 2020.  
Sch. Firoz Fulgence Bara and Sch. Vinay Toppo (regents) 
along with Fr. PCF went to Pathalgaon on 27th October 
2020 for Triddum.  
The month ended with the community recollection on 
30th October 2020.  

 Sch. Vinay Toppo, S.J. 
 
Loyola College Kunkuri 

O n 8th of October Staff of Loyola college Kunkuri 
celebrated the birth day of  Fr. Oscar S. Tirkey. The 

two teaching staff members  of the college were tested 
Corona Positive that created a trepidation in the college 
premise. All the suspected staff were asked to go for 
Corona test but their report  was negative. In spite of all 
these hurdles college continued with online teaching for 
the first years. The annual exams 2019 - 2020 for the 
third year has ended. All the professors are busy  
evaluating the answer sheet.  

Fr. Ignace Kindo, SJ 
 

 

S ch. Anup Minj, the Regent at Prakash School  along 
with Sch. Almon Lakra and Sch. Vimal Kumar 

Dhurwey wrote the Final Semester Exams, second year 
of Philosophy from 22nd to 26th of September under the 
invigilation of  Fr. Kalyanus Minj, S.J., the former 
Provincial at St. Xavier’s School, Ambikapur. After the 
written examinations their answer sheets were sent to 
Satya Nilayam, Chennai by the post. Fr. Eugene Toppo 
was very badly affected by  herpes virus   in the month of 
October.  He was attended upon well  by Dr. James Minj, 
B.M.O. of Government Hospital, Pathalgaon. 
 On the order of the District Collector, the local 
government has made Prakash Hostel one of the 
isolation centres. So far positive corona virus patients are 
not admitted yet. Seeing the decreasing number of 
corona virus patients, most likely government will not 
keep the affected people in this centre. Some repair 

Loyola House Kunkuri 

Prakash School, Pathalgaon 
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works are going on in Prakash School campus. The 
damaged doors of toilets of Prakash hostel have been 
already repaired. Now the basketball court is being 
repaired under the supervision of  Fr. Justin Kujur.  
 Fr. Amrit Kumar Kujur, the Superior attended a one day  
orientation programme on UAP-PAP  on 6th of October 
at Asha Deep, Pathalgaon. On the same day,  the 
birthday of Fr. Eugene Toppo was celebrated in the 
community.  Our monthly community meeting was held 
on 9th of October. Deacons Suresh Tirkey and Anmol 
Lakra were ordained priests by Most Rev. Bishop 
Emmanuel Kerketta D.D. at Loyola Kunkuri. The next day, 
all the Scholastics of Pathalgaon zone attended the first 
Holy Mass of newly ordained Priest, Fr. Anmol Lakra SJ at 
Bhelwa. Most Rev. Bishop Patras Minj D.D. officiated the 
Funeral Holy Mass and Service of Late Pius Ekka, the 
former driver of Provincials on 12th of October. He is 
buried in his own house garden. Frs. Amrit Kumar Kujur 
and Justin Kujur from Prakash Community and Frs. Sunil 
Xalxo and Silas Toppo from St. Xavier’s community con-
celebrated the Holy Mass with the Bishop and attended 
the Funeral Service.  On 18th of October, we had 
Community Recollection Day on community level PAP action 
plan.  On 23rd of October evening we had a special prayer 
service for the release of Fr. Stan Swamy S.J. There was a 
grand birthday celebration of Sch. Anup Minj on 24th of 
October. 

    Sch. Anup Minj , S.J.   

 

O n 4 th of October Mr. Francis Maes and Dr. Renuka 
Kerketta with their family visited Dhanwarkala. It 

was a good time for Dhanwar community to share joyful 
moments, experience and interact with them. 
There was a meeting with the students on 18th October 
who are sponsored and supported by Dhanwar Mission. 
There were 45 students came for the meeting who are 

doing their studies in various schools and Colleges. Fr 
Bipin Kujur gave them a guidelines how to go about in 
their study. He instructed and motivated them to excel in 
their studies. The sharing and interaction with each 
other surely help them to do well in their life.  
On 18 th of October Naya Khani (Tusgo) was celebrated 
in Dhanwar parish. Considering COVID- 19 Tusgo 
celebration was celebrated with holy mass, eating 
together Naya Chiwda (beaten rice ) and Adivasi Cultural 
dance. 

On 25 th of October Sr. Priyanka was welcomed in the 
Dhanwar parish as a new member in Dhanwar 

community. She had gone for her Tertianship study and 
again joined Dhanwar community. All the parishioner 
and community wished her happy new life and happy 
stay in Dhanwar mission. It was graceful moment to have 
Bishop Patras Minj S.J. who came to Dhanwar to Meet 
Fr. Placidius Kujur , Bro. Simon Xess and community. 
Fr. Bipin Kujur and Fr. Samir Minj continue visiting 
villagers, students and youth and making a very good 
rapport in the area.  

Fr. Sameer Minj, S.J.                                                                                                 

 

S ocial Awareness given in “Tusgo” Celebrations On 
11th October, 2020 “Tusgo” (Nawa Khani=eating of 

new grain) was celebrated at Saraitoli, Kastura. After 
many days people gathered in the village Church to 
celebrate the feast. It was a kind of faith renewal too. 
The faithful entered the Church in procession with 
singing and dancing to give thanks to God for the new 
crop. The Church failed to contain the faithful.   The 
Mass was celebrated in Kurukh. Yacub Kujur, in his 
homily and message highlighted the issues of values of 
tribal life. He told that to be called tribal, a community 
has to fulfil five conditions. 1) Specific geographical 
boundary- it is being provided by FRA, so every village 
has to get Community Forest Rights. The present State 
Government has promised to give in its election 
manifesto. So without delay it has to be obtained 
through Gram Sabha.  
Specific and distinct language, so Kurukh  language has 
to be promoted. 
 3) Specific and distinct culture, so customs, traditions, 
singing-dancing, arts and artefacts, traditional 
knowledge need to be preserved and promoted.  
No caste discrimination: there is no caste discrimination 
found in the Uraon community.  
5) Compared to other communities be in aboriginal 
stage/state-in comparison with other communities the 
Uroan community is in an aboriginal state. He invited the 
listeners to evaluate one on the above points and 
improve if they were  deviated. Arrest of human rights 
activists, intellectuals and journalists in fabricated case 
by NIA in connection with Koregaon incident was 
explained to the listeners.  Adv. Sudha Bhardwaj from CG 
and other 14 such persons were arrested and 
imprisoned. They were a voice to the voiceless tribals 

Dhanwar 

Jeevan Vikas Maitri, Pathalgaon 
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who are being displaced for mining and other 
developmental projects. Recently, Fr. Stan Swamy, SJ has 
been arrested by a team of NIA at Ranchi and is 
imprisoned. For he raised voice against tribals being 
illegally displaced for mining and other developmental 
purposes, spoke in favour of under-trial prisons which 
challenge the system so is accused as urban naxal as 
other 15 persons put behind the bars.  
Yacub also advised the listeners to benefit from 
government schemes and make better their life by 
removing poverty.  
In the evening there was traditional Karam celebration 
by the villages. Yacub told the Karam story emphasizing 
on protection of ecology and environment. The villagers 
danced around the Karam branches whole night. 
12th October was observed as solidarity day to stand by 
the accused and arrested by the NIA and to oppose the 
move by condemning the act. It was organized under the 
banner of  ST, SC, OBC Manch, Pathalgaon at Indira 
Chowk, Kerakchhar (Bulcan) Chowk and Pakargaon 
Chowk. The SDM permitted to hold the program in 
following the rule of Corona. The participants at Indira 
Chowk stood all around holding banners and placards 
written following demands-i) release the human rights 
activists such as Sudha Bhardwaj, Fr. Stan Swamy and 
other 14 persons, ii) give justice to human rights 
activists, iii) stop harassment of journalists, iv) take back 
the Acts passed against farmers, v) respect girls and girl 
children, vi) “Beti Padhao, Beti Badhao Nahin Pahle 
Bachao”, vii) punish the rapists, viii) stop privatization 
and communalization, ix) “Hanthi Bhagao, Aadmi 
Bachao”, x) “Jati Praman part men dhandhali band karo” 
xi) stop unsustainable use of natural resources, xii) 
declare minimum support price to all agri-produce. All 
these demands were included to give wider perspective 
to the day. Thanks to the persons who came out to 
support the issue and to the local administration to 
granting permission and the media for giving wide 
coverage. 
13th October was the day of “Tusgo” to the people of 
Jamjunwani. Fr Gyan Prakash Kujur was the main 
celebrant and Yacub the con-celebrant. Fr. Gyan stressed 
on being strong in faith, giving  tenth, loving the 
neighbour and observing the directives  of COVID-19 in 
his homily. Fr. Yacub gave his message as on 11th 
October above and Marcus Ekka and Ashikala Ekka 
(animators) encourage people to take benefit of 
government schemes through Lok Manch Programme. 
After the    Mass the boys and girls enjoyed Karam 
dance. 
On 17th October a meeting of youth animators of 
Jashpur diocese was held at GVK, Kunkuri. About 15 
Fathers, one Sister and 4 boys of diocesan “Yuva Sangh” 
were present. Fr. Mukti Minj, the Regional Youth 
Director, welcomed the participants and told the 
purpose of the meeting to plan for youth of today in the 
COVID-19 situation. Fr. Ranjit Kerketta, the diocesan 

youth director led the participants into a prayer. Fr. 
Kanchan Tirkey, spoke on the role and participation of 
youth in socio-cultural life. Fr. Satya P. Tigga, SJ talked on 
the role of youth in the Church, Mr. Vinay Ekka on Tribal 
rights and Fr. Yacub Kujur, SJ gave some tips on 
livelihood promotion activities, including self-
employment and business opportunities. After each talk 
a few action plans were made. Bishop E. Kerketta, DD, 
thanked the participants for the active contribution and 
helping in planning for youth and concluded the meeting 
with his message and blessings.  
On 18th October Yacub Kujur, SJ in the morning said 
Mass at Raikera and took meeting of the people on 

community forest right and in the afternoon attended a 
meeting on mushroom cultivation and marketing training 
program at Madeshare Nature Park organized by OMI 
Multi Market Pvt. Ltd, Lohardaga. There were about 100 
farmers. The officials of the company explained about 
the nutrients of mushroom, cultivation process, 
marketing and benefit of chain marketing. 
On 25th October JVM arranged a training program on 
mushroom cultivation and marketing. The program 
began with recitation of the preamble of the 
Constitution of India. Fr. Yacub welcomed the trainees, 
numbering 52 and especially Fr. Robert Tigga, SJ, the 
Superior of the house, Fr. Fulchadra Kujur, SJ, Project 
coordinator of JVM and Mr. Sandeep Ram and 
Mahendra Ram, the trainers of the OMI Multi Market 
Pvt. Ltd. were warmly welcomed. He explained the 
purpose of the training telling that it was an opportunity 
to better ones economic life to fulfil the basic needs by 
earning through sales of mushroom. This extra earning 
will  not only help in satisfying the basic needs but also 
will help in serving the needy with love and justice 
leading to obtain heaven. He advised the farmers to 
adopt at least three occupations for better living. 
Mr. Sandeep Ram explained in detail the procedures of 
mushroom cultivation, sale of the product and benefit of 
net marketing with the company. He told that the row 
mushroom can be sold at market and if not the company 
will buy the dry product and the company is producing 
many nutritional products out of it. Mr. Mahendra Ram 
shared his rich experience and earnings with mushroom 
and net marketing. Thence the trainees had practice of 
filling the straw and seeds in poly bag. 

Fr. Yacub Kujur,SJ 
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Due to Covid-19, this year the tertianship is held at Prerana, 
Mount St. Joseph, Bengaluru. There are 23 tertians from 12 
Provinces and two tertian instructors, Fr. Arul Sivan and Fr. 
William Sequeira to accompany them. Tertians reached 
Bangalore on 24th August, 2020 and were kept in quarantine. 
The tertainship program started on 1st September, 2020 with 
the Eucharist con-celebrated by Fr. Jerome Stanislaus D’Souza, 
new POSA, Fr. Dionysius Vaz, new Provincial of Karnataka 
Province, and Fr. Anthony Joseph, Rector of Mount St. Joseph, 
Bangalore. During Inaugural program, Fr. Prashanth D’Souza, 
the director of Prerana, introduced about the Mount St. 
Joseph campus and Prerana, the Iganitian Spirituality centre. 
From 2nd September the regular classes started. The tertians 
had their Long retreat from 26th September to 26th October. 
The Spiritual journey was an enriching experience for all the 
tertians which they expressed during the sharing of the 
experiences of the Spiritual Exercises. 

Fr. Miliyan Xaxa, S.J 

Recourse to the Diwan  

T he Diwan informed by the Father of these facts, promised 
on 30 June an inquiry, but on 1st July requested him to 

advise them to make a lawsuit. “On Friday, 30 June, I (Fr. Van 
den Driessche) went to complain to the Diwan in 
Jahspurnagar. The Diwan received me very kindly on the same 
day, and I told him what had happened. I answered that the 
reason was plain from the different testimonies I had 
gathered, namely, it was because they were Christians and to 
force them to give up their religion.  
The Diwan answered that it was not for that reason, but that 
according to a report he had received on Thursday, it was 
because the Christians had made a disturbance on the pagan 
feast, and one of them was said to have pulled the beard of 
the bhandari! “Imagaine my surprise and my indignation! It 
was not enough to have treated my Christians like dogs, they 
had still to be calumniated! I told the Diwan that this 
accusation was a lie, and a pure invention, and a very clumsy 
one too.” 
“If the Christians have made a disturbance on the feast which 
was Wednesday 28th, then  (1) How is it that they were 
beaten from Saturday night, 24th? This date was given not 
only by the Christians, but by an Independent witness Liro 
chaukidar, a pagan, as I have related above (2) How is it that I 
did not notice the slightest sign of a disturbance, although I 
was in Pakertoli near Kastura since Tuesday 4.30 p.m. and 
could see and did see the procession from a distance on 
Wednesday afternoon?  (3) How is it that after the procession, 
the children from other villages, who came to me and whom I 
asked what they had seen, did not mention that there had 
been trouble? (4)) How is it that not a word was said about 
any disturbance having taken place, not only by the Christians 
but not even by Liro chaukidar, or by Matlu and Lumbha, sons 
of the thikedar of Khutitoli, or by Ram Lakhan, barahil?” 
“As I have related above, I saw this Ram Lakhan, barahil, on 
Thursday morning, in Saraitoli, where he came, I suppose, to 
see what I was doing; he denied the accusation brought 
against him, but did not so much as insinuate that Christians 
had made a disturbance on Wednesday. Why did he not speak 

of it? Is it not because the story of the disturbance and the 
beard-pulling had not yet been invented? And was it not 
invented just afterwards, and sent at once to the authorities in 
Jashpurnagar, because the rascals saw that I was getting at the 
true fact, notwithstanding the threats they had made against 
my Christians, in case these should have dared to speak to 
me?  (5) How is it finally that I heard about that disturbance 
only in Jashpurnagar, on Friday afternoon, when I was since 
Tuesday afternoon on the spot where it was said to have taken 
place, and had not heard about it then? I wonder how these 
questions or any of them could be answered, unless it be 
admitted that it is clear as daylight that this story of a 
disturbance and beard-pulling is a pure fabrication and a vile 
calumny?”  
“The Diwan finally admitted that it seemed he had been 
“wrongly informed” and I told him that I was sure that the 
information he had received was absolutely false. He tried to 
fall back on something else, namely,  that the Christians should 
not have gone to see this procession (a public one, please) 
without any permission of the Raja, because the pagans might 
have resented their presence!!! However strange this theory 
may be, I did not want to discuss it just then, and stuck to the 
facts, namely, that the pagans had not resented the presence 
of the Christian spectators, and that the whole story of the 
disturbance was a calumny. Finally the Diwan promised me 
that a full enquiry would be made.” 
“I left him a succinct statement of the facts as I have related 
them in this letter. I intend to send him a refutation of the 
calumny. I shall keep a copy of it.” As the Father attaches so 
much importance to the facts for future vindication, I (Fr. 
Vermeire) have been careful to give them in extenso just as 
related by him. 
“I am waiting now for the enquiry promised by the Diwan. I 
expect very little from that side, but at least, if we do not 
obtain justice for our people from the Jashpurian authorities, 
we shall have  one more well ascertained fact to show the 
hypocrisy and injustice of those authorities.” He adds that he 
feels pretty confident that Saraitoli, Khutitoli and Pakertoli will 
remain faithful. I have little hope for Sarbahla, a village which 
has always been kachcha (raw): nobody has ever been in 
school from there, nor have any babies been baptized.” 
 At the end he announces the following letter of the Diwan, 
just received Jashpur 1st July 1911 : “From the note you 
handed me yesterday, some criminal allegations appear. The 
note is not in the form of a petition. I therefore request you to 
advise the rayats aggrieved to lodge a formal complaint in the 
criminal court of the Estate.” “During our conversation it 
appeared that the rayats in question were afraid. But I do not 
know they were afraid of what, and why they should be so, in 
face when so many rayats get decisions to their satisfaction. 
There being no order to maltreat the Christians, I do not find 
reason why they should not get justice after enquiry. If you 
want an informal enquiry, I may do it.” 
“I answered that I would try to persuade the Christians to 
lodge a formal complaint, although I feared it would be 
difficult to persuade them on account of the fear they have.” 
He tells Fr. Waelkens that if he does not succeed in making 
them lodge a complaint, he will himself send in a formal 
petition to have an enquiry made; with punishment of the 
guilty and that he would remain there to assist at the enquiry 
and try and inspire some courage in these poor fellows.” 
They lodged a complaint, but 12 

Prerana, Bangalore 
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days later, on 14 July 1911, Fr. Van den Driessche informed Fr. Waelkens that the case had 
been shelved: no justice for these poor Christians! The 5 men of Saraitoli who had been 
beaten were told to come to court on Wednesday 12th, and bring their witness Liro. But the 
latter could not be found. “On Wednesday, they were, as far as I understand them, advised to 
withdraw the case as they had no witness, and so they did (details later). This seems to be the 
end of it, as far as Jashpur is concerned, but I hope you will not allow matters to rest there. It 
is useless to try Raipur, because they (the five) have been made to swear that they would not 
come back with their case. And on the whole, I think, it is better for the cause of Jashpur, that 
things have been “shelved” in that way in the court. There is, I think, no question for our 
Christians, qua Christians, of getting justice there. I shall write you all what has happened, and 
you will come to the same conclusion, which I think is yours already. “I have followed the 
whole thing closely to be sure of all the facts and I have seen from close-by the rascality of the 
police, which is either allowed or intended by the authorities. 
“The remedy must come from the higher authorities, and I hope we shall find means of 
getting it. I cannot believe that when the English officials know the state of affairs, they will 
refuse to interfere. If we keep quiet we shall get neither justice nor fair play for our people. As 
a result of the whole thing our Christians of Kastura seem to have picked up courage, and 
probably we shall lose only those that were already doglas (bastard Christians).” He ends by 
saying that all these days, from 4th till 12th July, he was staying at Nagar. “The villainy I have 
seen there! The first days I felt completely disheartened, enervated; but good God has well 
arranged everything, and the issue of the case has done me more pleasure than if we had 
gained it!”.. 
The promised ‘details’ arrived in a letter dated Kurdeg 20 July 1911 the Father thanks Fr. 
Waelkens for having sent to His Grace a copy of his letter of 2nd July (Kastura case). He adds: I 
am not astonished, now that I have seen how things are proceeding in Jashpurnagar, that Fr. 
Bressers’ people do not dare go to court. I think anybody who reads and understands what I 
have still to relate would come to the same conclusion, namely, that it is useless for our 
Christians to hope for justice there. Not only this, but as I have been with them in the fight, I 
may say that more than once I have felt disgusted and enervated at the rascality of the police. 
If it had not been that our Lord was taking care of us, (and more than once I could see that He 
was directing circumstances), and that there was question of the souls of these poor people, I 
would have run away in disgust.  
“However I wanted to follow the whole thing from close by. I had very little hope of obtaining 
justice, but at least this occasion would put in our hands well ascertained facts and clear 
proofs of the way in which our Christians were treated. I continue then to give you the facts. 
Once for all I may say that I relate only things of which I am certain. If I have any doubt about 
one point or other, I shall say it.”  

        - Compiled by Fr. Agapit Tirkey, S.J. 
 

Kindly send your News and Photos by 25th of every month to:  
 <mapsj.information@gmail.com> and a copy to <mapsocius@yahoo.co.in> 

REMEMBERING THOSE WHO HAVE LEFT US IN NOVEMEBR FOR ETERNAL REST 

S.N. Name Death Birth 

01 Bp. Michael Minj, SJ 15 Nov 2004 08 Oct 1932 

02 Fr. Deonis Tirkey, SJ 19 Nov 2005 15 Aug 1929 

    

01 17.10.2020 Fr. Wilson Arockiasamy, S.J. (MDU, 56/36), Nagercoil, Madurai 

02 19.10.2020 Fr. Joachim Dungdung, S.J. (RAN, 73/48), Mandar, Ranchi 

03 25.10.2020 Fr. Gregory S D’Silva, S.J. (JAM, 56/37), Dhanbad, Jamshedpur 

04 11.11.2020 Mrs. Victoria Toppo the mother of Dn Alok Toppo, S.J.   

Rest in Peace 
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 BIRTHDAYS 
Date NOVEMBER 

02 Ekka Shanti Prakash 

02 Kujur Sanjay 

03 Ekka Valentine 

04 Minj Pancratius 

06 Tirkey Arvind Vinay 

06 Toppo Khelsai 

09 Bara Arun 

09 Minj Gabriel 

11 Ekka Fulgence (K) 

14 Tigga Tobias 

16 Ekka Vincent 

21 Tigga Sandeep 

22 Lakra Ashish 

22 Sona John 

23 Tirkey  Arvind 

24 Ekka Cyril Naresh  

24 Ekka Vijay Kumar  

24 Lakra Francis 

24 Xess Simon 

26 Kujur Theodore 

30 Bara Rakesh Kumar 

  

Date DECEMBER 

01 Xess Mukti Prakash 

02 Bara Kuldeep 

02 Kujur Akshay 

02 Tirkey Vinod Kr. 

04 Lakra Prakash 

06 Ekka Pradeep 

06 Minj Nirmal S. 

09 Lakra Xavier 

09 Tirkey Sushil 

12 Tirkey Anil 

13 Toppo Dino 

13 Xaxa Kapil 

14 Ekka Emilius 

20 Ekka Ranjit  

20 Minj Vijay Kumar 

23 MINJ PATRAS 

24 Ekka Casmir (T) 

24 Kindo Sanjit 

26 Lakra Kamal 

27 Bara Ravindra 

28 Kujur Patras 

30 Kujur Bipin Kishore 


