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Children without
Childhood

the powerless and the disconnected sections of our society, raising
concerns which normally get short-circuited before reaching the eyes

and ears of the ‘normal’ people. True to our vocation, the focus this time, is
children without childhood.

Pax Lumina in the last five issues has been featuring the excluded,

al

Childhood is lost to children because of a variety of reasons and this loss
permeates all sections of the society cutting across class, caste, region,culture
and any other categorization one can think of. Yes, the pain and trauma of
the loss may differ, for example, from a child sex-worker to a young drug
addict but comparisons in this case are not just irrational but immoral too.
The structural faultlines of our society which cause the wretchedness of a
large number of our fellow beings start right from birth of these children
and eclipse the light of human rights all through their lives. In addition to
this, children, being powerless and vulnerable physically and psychologically,
irrespective of their position at birth are condemned to suffer the pollution of
the world of adults. Here, simply it is adult vs. child and here at least unlike
in the former case of structural violence there is no excuse for inaction. Alibi
of deliberate passivity on the part of the adults is inadmissible.

1tor1

Id

And therefore, we present some cameos of this everyday tragedy. The
veteran social worker and friend of Pax Lumina, Ravindranath Shanbhag,
narrates the horrors of child-trafficking. If you think this is done only by
some criminals or anti-social elements at the fringes of the society, you are
mistaken. Torture of innocent children happens right in our midst, even in
urban settings. The story of Sonia illustrates this. Shanbhag has been rescuing
and rehabilitating such children for the last many years. So, action is not
impossible. As he has shown, one requires to possess the moral outrage at
injustice and the empathy for the victim.Pretending to be powerless like a
child is not an option for the adult.

Udaya (rise or ascension) Colony was Andhakara (darkness) Colony, hardly
a few kilometres from our office in Kochi, was a slum literally excluded and
disconnected from the rest of the city before the Sisters of the Destitute
reached there a few years back. The interview with Sr. Anisha SD, reveals
how change is possible even in the heart of darkness. The Sisters pooled in
resources from all possible sources including the government and built houses,
provided avenues for non-formal education to children and adults and even
started a music band which earns some income for the impoverished families.
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Child abuse is a pervasive reality in the Democratic Republic of Congo,
writes Eugene Basonota. He also outlines a host of steps to be taken by the
State through effective legislation and by other non - governmental agencies
through education and awareness creation. About Kenya, the pathetic state
of child mothers is narrated by Augustine Bahemuka. How can the light of
empathetic action penetrate the dark crevices of human depravation is a
question all of us including the governments, NGO'’s and the international
organisations should address. Lost childhood in the Middle East is the concern
Cedric Prakash raises. It is clear that the suffering of children like the other
pandemic is global. Each adult has to take action to mitigate it. Baby Chalil
describes the state of children of the tribals of Wayanad and you can read
about the life and work of Joel Urumpil, a nun and social activist working for
the scheduled castes and tribes in Jharkhand and the problems she faces.Shiv
Visvanathan, the eminent sociologist takes a historical and philosophical view
of the missing childhoods and outlines the systemic causes of this problem.

In the international section, K.P. Fabian, the erudite and experienced
diplomat, looks at the recent military coup in Myanmar and how the world
is responding to it. Lot of what we have to report is grim and sad, but we
also have good news. M. Nadarajah tells us about the ‘Virtues in Movement'
initiative aimed at ‘mobilizing our conscience’. Well, if we can keep this priceless
commodity, conscience, intact, we can find a way forward and our children a
future. In the Art and Peace section, Blaise Joseph, an artist and art educator,
tells us about the primacy of art in education. Our cover this time features a
painting done by Musahar girls in one of the workshops conducted by him.
In the Science and Peace section, Dr. Achuthsankar , the eminent scientist
takes a look at how science and technology can foster peace. A report on the
webinar on Science — Religion Dialogue is presented by Rosan Roy.

‘Every Child Matters’ by Nobel laureate Kailash Satyarthi is reviewed by
Melisa Hilary in the Book Review section.

Dear readers, I wish you peaceful reading of this issue of Pax Lumina, and
hope it provides you enough food for thought and action which the suffering
children all over the world are crying for.

Jacob Thomas
Editor
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Children are like
buds in a garden
and should be
carefully and
lovingly nurtured,
as they are the
future of the nation
and the citizens of
tomorrow.

- Jawaharlal Nehru
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B INTERVIEW
Sr. Anisha, SD / Nikhil George Joseph

Regaining
Childhood ina
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t a time when the mainstream society of Kerala could not have in

its wildest dreams imagined nuns working outside their convents,

two nuns, Sr. Redempta and Sr. Naveena, of the Sisters of the
Destitute (SD), chose to take up the audacious task of living their religious
commitment amidst a people known for their notoriety and ill-repute.
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Sr. Anisha, SD

t a time when the

mainstream society of Kerala

could not have in its wildest
reams imagined nuns

working outside their convents, two
nuns, Sr. Redempta and Sr. Naveena, of
the Sisters of the Destitute (SD), chose to
take up the audacious task of living their
religious commitment amidst a people
known for their notoriety and ill-repute.

Currently, there are three sisters,

Sr. Anjali Jose, Sr. Joselma and

Sr. Anisha who are working on the
mission that began 30 years ago. This

is a story of bringing forth several
generations of children from darkness to

light.

'?Looking at the present Udaya
« Colony, are there still children
without normal childhood?

We used to have such children earlier
but not anymore. When we came here
30 years ago, there was not a single
child who was regular at school. Today,

everyone goes to school. We spent the
first ten years taking care of the needs of
the children. Two of our sisters,

Sr. Redempta and Sr. Naveena, after
their retirement from school, began this
mission. They started working for the
children by admitting all of them to the
nearby schools. Following that, we began
a tuition centre for them. Consequently,
we have no children who are lost in any
way.

How was the situation of the
« colony when you came?

It was in a miserable state as there were
many assailants and thugs. Children,
like many adults, were selling single-
digit illegal lottery tickets to survive.

It was, indeed, a ‘dark’ colony. Some

of the children were even misused as
drug couriers and people referred to the
colony as ‘Andhakaara’ (dark) colony and
were fearful to come here.

What were their parents then and
o how are they faring now?

Most of the parents were daily-wage
workers involved in construction works
or selling lottery tickets. Parents often
used their children to support them in
their work. They were initially settled
on the outskirts of Ernakulam South
Railway station and the bus-station.
Many of them had their legs or hands
amputated. They said it was caused by
either train or bus accidents.

The Greater Cochin Development
Authority built single-room settlements
for them and they were shifted to where
they are now. These settlements were
not strictly intended for them but they
forcibly occupied them as they were
about to be completed. Initially, there
were only a few houses but more and
more huts came up gradually. There are



roughly 125 houses. The people have got
property rights now. Today, the parents
are mostly employed by the Cochin
Corporation to collect garbage from the
houses allotted to them.

Why did the sisters choose to take
o up this mission?

There were discussions among us about
taking up missions in the slums. We
happened to meet Bro. Mavarus CMI
who had been working in this slum for
five years. He recognised that the sisters
may be able to reach out better to the
people. And so, he was encouraging when
Sr. Redempta and Sr. Naveena were ready
to begin the mission. The sisters took up
a house and stayed among the people. By
living among them the people stopped
using vulgar language and uncivilised
lifestyles and eventually became better in
their behaviour.

What were some of the projects

« you could implement for the
children?

Soon after they were admitted to

the schools, we began tuitions for
children. All the children came to the
centre after school. We had employed
teachers. During those times, we used
to have more than 250 children. At
the beginning, children did not come
because they were enthusiastic about

s L
"
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learning but because we were giving
milk, eggs, and biscuits. The parents
could not afford tea and snacks for them
in the evenings. However, now we do not
give any more incentives but the parents
want their children to have a good
education, so they send them.

We used to conduct summer camps for
children every year to prevent them from
loitering around during their vacations.
These camps could go on for one to two
months during which they could go for
outings which were made possible only
with our coming here. Now, of course,
they all get to travel by themselves but
an exposure outside the colony was
unaffordable then.

We also started a music band for boys
who came just for the food although
now they look for money as well.
Today, they are a professional troupe
just like any other. We also used to run
scholarship programmes for children
who showed an aptitude for studies with
the help of Rogationists, Carmelites of
Mary Immaculate(CMI) and our own
SD congregation. Right now, we give
scholarships to more than 15 children

he sisters took up
a house and stayed
among the people. By
living among them
the people stopped using
vulgar language and
uncivilised lifestyles and
eventually became better
in their behaviour.
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who are given bank accounts and all
their study needs are met from the
scholarships as the parents are incapable
of taking care of the study-related needs.

Besides, we could rescue and rehabilitate
many children entangled in the drug
market, thus preventing them from
police cases and confinement. We could
also organise a club for the youth,
namely, ‘New Friends Club’ which

had been greatly effective at foiling all
attempts of the drug dealers to ensnare
children into their mafia. In essence, our
efforts at preventing them from being
lured by drug and violence have been
largely successful.

We see a tremendous improvement
« in them but what were the hurdles
you faced initially?

This colony was infamous for all sorts
of notorious activities like drug deals,
looting and so on. People feared walking
through the area. It is a connective road
between two zones of Ernakulam but
people rarely used this place. Even to
us, it has been a huge challenge to get
acclimatised to life here. But, within
two years, we felt secure as the people
became protective of us. They left their
important property-related documents
with us for safe-keeping.

wo of our students
finished their
engineering studies,
and a few did get their
BA, BEd, LLB and
nursing degrees. Among
the band members,
a few have joined
the police band and
some of them have
got into the military
as bandmasters and
trainers.

What were some of the projects
« you executed for families?

An important project we could
materialise was house-building. During
heavy rains, the houses used to get
flooded. Hence, it was important to get
to a safer place. The Prime Minister’s
Aavas Yojana project by the Central
Government sanctioned Rs. 4 lakhs per
house but it would be released only if the
foundation was laid and basic structures
were built. Seeing that the amount would
not be sufficient many were hesitant at
the beginning.

We encouraged them to begin the work
and then we sought help from many
people. Now we have 28 completed
houses and there are 30 applications

to build houses. People see it as a great
accomplishment. Earlier, children
couldn't find a place in their houses

to study, but now they have a fairly
comfortable space. Similarly, cooking
was rarely done at home, but our
predecessors were bold and courageous
enough to chase them from the tea shops
and force them to make food at home.



Earlier, they did not have
any concept of family.
When they came of age,
they could choose some partner of their
liking regardless of religion and live
together. Arranged marriages began only
recently. There are members belonging to
different religions in many of the houses.

Among the children you have
 nurtured can you think of some
who may have accomplished better

living situations through jobs?

Two of our students finished their
engineering studies, and a few did get
their BA, BEd, LLB and nursing degrees.
Among the band members, a few have
joined the police band and some of
them have got into the military as
bandmasters and trainers. One of them
could contribute to the building of his
house from the salary he got from the
band. It gives us great joy of fulfilment
and satisfaction at their achievements.

Do you have well-wishers who
« collaborate with you in this
endeavour?

We do not have any established groups to
support us but a few people are working
with us who are always generous enough
to help us, like in the running of the
tuition centre or giving food to children.

What are some of the future
« projects for the colony; can we
dream of a time when they will be
self-sufficient so that you can leave
the place?

When all the families have good houses
that secure them from floods that would
give them a sense of identity, worth and

belongingness. We will have to continue
motivating the children. We have begun
a few extension services as well which
would cater to at least 210 similar
colonies around Ernakulam. During the
Covid pandemic, we visited 45 colonies
along with volunteers from the Udaya
colony under the theme of ‘Focusing
outreach by Udaya’, and could deliver
food and other necessities.

Earlier, we used to provide the Udaya
colony with rice grains, medicines and
other amenities every year. Now they
have reached a degree of self-sufficiency
that we don’t need to provide anything.
We have also stopped hotel and junk
food from coming into the colony by
demanding they should eat healthy food
by cooking at home. They had taken
loans for building their houses. All of
them, we hope, will be able to repay the
loans from the salary and earnings they
get from work. Now, they have started
to dream of beautifying and improving
their houses. That is a sign of self-
reliance and improvement.

Interview by Nikhil George Joseph,
Vidyajyoti College, Delhi.
georgenikhilsj@gmail.com

(Those who would like to support this
project, kindly contact the author via
email.)
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Diya Nayak

diyanayak02@gmail.com

How a seven-year-old girl
was rescued from the clutches
of physical abuse

“Mujhe
Maa Ke Paas

. Le Chalo”

"Please Take Me
to My Mother"

orking for the Human
Rights Protection
Foundation (HRPF) is
immensely rewarding.
Constantly fighting for justice for the
underprivileged and the oppressed
sections of society might be jarring

for the common man, but not for

Dr Ravindranath Shanbhag and his
dedicated team of volunteers. Day in and
day out they work tirelessly, handling




numerous cases and answering hundreds
of calls that report sensitive issues

and requesting intervention. Thanks

to HRPF’s reputation as a selfless and
helpful organisation, many people in dire
straits from different places get in touch
with them.

So, it was no surprise when at 6 a.m.,
on November 6, 1999, Dr Shanbhag
received an anonymous call from a
woman, claiming that a little girl in
Mangalore was being tortured by her
employers. Dr. Shanbhag receives several
fake calls, but whenever the person does
not identify himself, he tends to ignore
the call. Realising that the call was being
made from a public telephone booth,

Dr. Shanbag repeatedly asked for the
identity of the caller.

The woman caller, a migrant labourer,
said, "Sir, we are in the Kottara area of
Mangalore. A young girl is being tortured
by her employer day in and day out. They
lock her up and go away. As soon as they
leave the house, the girl starts begging
for food. This has been happening for
quite some time. Having read your heart-
wrenching article on Pauline, I decided to
contact you."

When Dr. Shanbag asked her why she
hadn’t contacted the police, she said,
"Sir, we cannot afford to go to the police
station or the court. However, if you
want, you can save this girl."

Initially, he was hesitant to act because
of the numerous fake calls he receives
daily. Nevertheless, Dr Shanbhag
contacted Rita Noronha, a professor in
a social science institute, and Francis
Colaco, the convener of DK District
Women's Forum in Mangalore, and
requested them to assign five female
volunteers. Dr Shanbhag gave the
address where they had to reach, and if
they found any such girl, he instructed
them to inform the Urva police station.

The volunteers, from the Women’s
Forum and students from Roshni Nilaya
School of Social Work, visited the house.
The volunteers had to peep through the
window. They saw a little girl mopping
the floor. As soon as the girl saw the
volunteers, she came near the window
and, with tears in her eyes, “Mujhe Maa
Ke Paas Le Chalo (Please take me to my
mother).”

By this time Dr. Shanbhag had reached
Mangalore.

Luring with promises

Through a conversation with the girl,
the volunteers understood her name
was Sonia, aged 10 years, and she
hailed from Gorakhpur, Uttar Pradesh.
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s soon as the girl saw
the volunteers, she came
near the window and, with
tears in her eyes,
“Mujhe Maa Ke Paas Le
Chalo” (Please take me to
my mother).

They discovered a lady who visited
north Indian villages. In 1997, under
the pretence of social service and the
promise of a good education, she had
brought Sonia to Mangalore. The girl’s
father, Rajendar, was told by the lady
that the girl would be sent to school.
After school, she needed to do small
tasks like watering her host’s garden.
After much persuasion, he agreed to send
the girl, hoping that she would be well
taken care of by the family with whom
she would be staying. With his meagre
income, at a brick kiln, Rajendar could
not afford to provide good education to
his daughter.

Sonia was housed in a bungalow called
‘Paradise’, owned by a local doctor. Apart
from the doctor, there was his wife,
father and two children. According to
Sonia, her initial days were pleasant.

She was given three meals a day and was
only asked to do small jobs like cleaning
utensils and washing clothes. But she
was not sent to school.

Over time, her tasks became more
burdensome. She was made to get up
early, handle all the household chores,
and work until late hours. She was
forced to wash the clothes of all the

five members by hand, despite the
availability of a washing machine. She
was also made to mop, sweep, and wash
the vessels every day, and grind masala
by hand. Despite her small frame, Sonia
was forced to wash her employer’s car,
too.

However, as months passed, Sonia
realised she was being denied not only
her education and pay, but also the basic
freedom to just go out. She remembered
leaving the house only once in the past
three years.

Sonia was kept locked up inside the
house, while the employers went

out during the day. Additionally, the
employer and his wife would thrash her
for not doing the work properly. As the
days passed, the torture became severe.

The employers initially used to hit Sonia
with a wooden stick, if she showed
disinterest or a reluctance to work. Later
they started beating her with an iron
wire. These methods of torture and other
physical abuse left permanent scars on
her body. She had callused and swollen
palms — an indication of prolonged
exposure to chemical cleaning agents.



Helpin
z‘/zejgz‘/zgr children

uring her first conversation with the volunteers

who approached her, Sonia had revealed that
two more girls from her village had accompanied
her to Mangalore. In an interesting turn of events,
when the Women’s Forum in Mangalore traced the
other two girls who had accompanied Sonia,
a whole new truth unfolded. According to
them, 12 more girls had been brought by the
same 'social worker' to Mangalore to work

as domestic helps.

graduated.

The volunteers from the Roshni Nilaya, School

of Social Work along with the officials of the
Department of Child Welfare found all these girls
and enquired whether they wanted to pursue their
education at Mangalore. The volunteers convinced
their employers to send them to school. There was
an opinion that all 15 should be sent back to their
hometowns but HRPF was against it because they
would be sold again. At the request of HRPF, many
philanthropists came forward to sponsor their
education. Ultimately, the Women's Forum saw to
it that the girls left Mangalore only after they had

She was underfed and was made to sleep
on the kitchen floor.

The starvation and isolation took a toll
on Sonia. She resorted to stretching out
her arms through the front window to
beg for food from people passing that
way.

Sonia’s cries for help were noticed by the
neighbours. They knew that, given the
influence and power of the employer, the
doctor and his family would not be held
accountable for their atrocities on Sonia.
Hence, an anonymous call was made to
Dr. Shanbhag.

Timely Assistance

The HRPF sprung to action. On account
of the sensitivity of the case, the police,
and the State Department of Women
and Child Welfare were put on high alert
to demand the release and protection

of Sonia. However, law enforcement
authorities stated that they could not
help, unless a formal written complaint
was lodged.

Accordingly, a written complaint was
made at the Urva Police Station on
behalf of the DK District Women’s
Forum on November 7, 1999. The Sub
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Inspector said, “This complaint is based
on the information gathered from the
neighbours, and unless and until you
give details, we cannot take action.”

But the volunteers said, “There are any
number of witnesses. But the protection
of the child, without wasting any more
time, is the need of the hour. After all,
what is the technical hitch that prevents
you from proceeding in the matter?”

The policeman said, “This is a delicate
issue. If the house owner insists he is the
custodian of the child, bringing her up
and giving her education, don’t you think
we will be left in a cul-de-sac? (a street or
passage closed at one end).”

he employers initially

used to hit Sonia with a
wooden stick, if she showed
disinterest or a reluctance to
work. Later they started beating
her with an iron wire. These
methods of torture and other
physical abuse left permanent
scars on her body. She had
callused and swollen palms
— an indication of prolonged
exposure to chemical
cleaning agents. She was
underfed and was made to
sleep on the kitchen floor.

However, he gave in when the women
convinced him that in such an event a
record showing the admission of the girl
to a school could be asked for. He now

sent three constables with them. The
lady of the house could not produce any
proof of Sonia’s education. Initially, the
woman did not agree to hand over the
child on the plea that her husband was
away but when the police insisted, she let
the child go. Thus, Sonia was released.

Even after the rescue, the police were
reluctant to cooperate with the HRPE.
The constables refused to record Sonia’s
statement and handed her over to the
DK District Women’s Forum. On account
of the affluent status of the employers,
the police were instructed by ‘higher
authorities’ to hand over Sonia to her
employer’s brother, which was met with
protests from the HRPE.

As per the law, every District should
have a juvenile Welfare Board under the
chairmanship of the District Collector.
The HRPF wanted to meet every member
of the Board and explain the case.
Unfortunately, till then not a single
meeting had been held and the Board
was yet to be formed.

On November 8, the HRPF contacted
District Collector, Dr. Ramana Reddy
and explained to him the necessity of
appointing the members of the Board



is to sting, my Dharma is to save it.”

“Its Karma is to sting and
my Dharma is to save it”

Imost eight months after Sonia was rescued, she was brought back to
Mangalore for the trial. During the hearing, the Public Prosecutor asked her
whether she had stated in her earlier statement to the police that she was tortured
by her employers. To the shock of everyone assembled, she replied Dr. Shanbhag
had tutored her to narrate the story of abuse by her employer. As luck would
have it, Dr. Shanbhag had with him the report of the Magistrate enquiry held at
Gorakhpur. This saved him from being punished.

However, this incident shocked the volunteers of HRPE. During their next monthly
meeting, they suggested that Dr. Shanbhag desist from accepting such cases in
future as the victim could accuse the activist of an ulterior motive.

To this Dr. Shanbhag narrated a parable attributed to the great Bengali saint Sri
Ramakrishna Paramahamsa: A sadhu was bathing in the Ganga at Hardwar. He
saw a scorpion getting caught in the swift current. Out of mercy, the sadhu picked
it up barehanded, only to be stung. The pain of the sting caused the sadhu to drop
the scorpion into the flowing river. He picked up the scorpion to save it from a
watery grave, only to be stung again. After a few repetitions, when the bystanders
asked the sadhu why he persisted with this foolishness, the Sadhu said, “It’s karma

and to call a meeting. Dr. Reddy, in
consultation with the Superintendent

of Police (SP) Kamal Pant, called an
emergency meeting which was attended
by Assistant Commissioner of the
Labour Department, Jinakallapa, along
with a few officials of the Dept. of
Women and Child Welfare. Dr. Shanbhag
and the team were the special invitees.

The government machinery shed its
lethargy and started moving. What
could not have been accomplished in
the past 24 hours was made possible in
the next four hours. The officials of the
Department of Child Welfare took the
child to Wenlock Hospital and arranged
for her medical check-up. The wounds
on her back were recorded. The police

also recorded a statement in Hindi and
Kannada.

Sonia was taken to the home she has
been working, to recreate the incidents.
She led the police to the washing
machine and showed them the iron wire
stashed away next to the machine that
was used to beat her. The police seized it
and filed an FIR on the same day. The SP
had given orders to register a case under
section 374 of the Indian Penal Code and
Juvenile Labour (Prevention) Act.

Though there were positive
developments, there was a constant
back and forth between the police and
the Department of Child Welfare, as
both hesitated to take responsibility for
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the child. In fact, the members of the
Women’s Forum were willing to take
responsibility, but there was no provision
under the Juvenile Labour (Prevention)
Act to do so. As per the Act, the child
should be placed under the care of the
state machinery.

After several rounds of negotiation,
Sonia was produced before the
Magistrate who said the girl should
be sent to a Remand Home and placed
under the custody of a Probationary
Officer.

During the last week of December, 1999,
Sonia disappeared from the Remand
Home. Later, the HRPF discovered that
her father Rajendar Singh had filed a
petition to take custody of his daughter,
which was against the Juvenile Labour

(Prevention) Act

However, without the knowledge of

Dr. Shanbhag and the DK Women’s
Welfare Board, a court order was issued
to release Sonia to the custody of her
father, despite the case being handled by
the Juvenile Board.

Rajendar then took Sonia back to their
village, after promising she would be
produced in court, as and when required.

A petition was filed in the same court
questioning the release of Sonia to the
parents when there was no provision

to do so under the Juvenile Labour
(Prevention) Act. The court did not give
any explanation. The rescue team and
Dr. Shanbhag gave a press statement and
brought this issue to the notice of the
District Juvenile Board and insisted that
action should be taken.

& e
Dr Ravindranath Shanbhag

On April 24, 2000, Dr Reddy wrote

a letter to the District Collector of
Gorakhpur with a request to hold a
magisterial enquiry and send the report.
The district administration of Gorakhpur
ordered an enquiry by an IAS officer,
Aaradhana Patnaik.

The enquiry report (see box) confirmed
that the employers of Sonia tortured
the girl. The report also revealed that
despite the promise of payment, neither
Sonia nor her parents had received any
monetary compensation for her work
from her employer.

Legal battle continues

After eight months, during the first
week of August, 2000, things took an
interesting turn when Sonia returned
to Mangalore to be presented before a
magistrate during the hearing of her
case.

On his first appearance, Rajendar filed
an affidavit in the Judicial Magistrate
First Class Court in Mangalore, stating
that his daughter told him that she had

not been mistreated during her stay at



her employer’s house. Sonia was brought
before the court. During the hearing, the
Public Prosecutor reminded her about
the statement given by her to the police
in which she had revealed that she was
tortured by the employer. The Prosecutor
also asked her why she gave such a
statement.

She replied that she did so on the advice
of Dr. Shanbhag and the members of
the Women’s Forum. When asked by the
Public Prosecutor, she failed to identify
either Dr. Shanbhag or a member of the
Women’s Forum who was present in the
court.

The defence lawyer also tried his best to
convince the court there was no torture
of the child, despite her previously
recorded statement and the medical
report which showed proof of her abuse.
The court also observed that Sonia was
now being forced by the defence lawyer
to say that this was a plot devised by the
neighbours of her employer who were ill-
disposed towards him.

This case received wide coverage in both
State and national media, which brought
laurels to Dr. Shanbhag and the HRPF in
Udupi.

However, the people of Mangalore did
not understand the significance. In fact,
one person called Dr. Shanbhag and
said, “Sir, these children don’t have two
square meals in their native place due to
extreme poverty. If someone gives them
food and shelter, why are you making

a hue and cry under the pretence of
Juvenile Labour Act?"

Dr. Shanbhag said, “Sir, do you have a
female child in your house? If you have
one, what will happen to her if you did
not educate her?”

Dr. Shanbhag further explained, “We do
not have any objection to making the

RPF take up every

case with enthusiasm,
earnestness, and empathy.
When asked about their
motivation to work for
the people Dr. Shanbhag
said, “Dharma is not a duty,
itis a life mission.”

children do small tasks provided they are
sent to school.”

Despite the harsh and sensitive nature
of the job, Dr Shanbhag and the HRPF
are always sympathetic and empathetic.
They use their resources to bring about a
positive change in the community. They
take up every case with enthusiasm,
earnestness, and empathy. When asked
about his motivation to work for his
people he said, “Dharma is not a duty, it
is a life mission.”

After listening to the story of Sonia
from Dr. Shanbhag, [ wanted to know
what was the decision of the court
regarding punishment for the offender?
He said, “It is not important for us what
punishment he received. But we wanted
to ensure that the victim was