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Pope Francis’ homily 
At Christmas Mass 

The grace of God has appeared. Tonight we 

realize that, when we failed to measure up, God 

became small for our sake; while we were going 

about our own business, he came into our midst. 

Christmas reminds us that God continues to love 

us all, even the worst of us … God does not love 

you because you think and act the right way. He 

loves you, plain and simple … This is the gift we 

find at Christmas. We discover to our 

amazement that the Lord is absolute gratuity, 

absolute tender love. His glory does not 

overwhelm us; his presence does not terrify us. 

He is born in utter poverty in order to win our 

hearts by the wealth of his love. 

Dear brothers and sisters, what are we to do with 

this grace? Only one thing: accept the gift. 

Before we go out to seek God, let us allow 

ourselves to be sought by him. He always seeks 

us first. Let us not begin with our own abilities 

but with his grace, for he, Jesus, is the Saviour. 

Let us contemplate the Child and let ourselves 

be caught up in his tender love. Then we have no 

further excuse for not letting ourselves be loved 

by him.  

Whatever goes wrong in our lives, whatever 

doesn’t work in the Church, whatever problems 

there are in the world, will no longer serve as an 

excuse. It will become secondary, for faced with 

Jesus’ extravagant love, a love of utter meekness 

and closeness, we have no excuse. At Christmas, 

the question is this: “Do I allow myself to be 

loved by God? Do I abandon myself to his love 

that comes to save me?” 

Excerpts taken from  

http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/homilies 

General Curia 

Fr. General has appointed 

Fr. Koppala Abraham Stanislaus the   

Provincial of Andhra Province.  

Fr. L. Jebamalai Irudayaraj the 

Provincial of the soon-to-be-established 

Province of Chennai (CEN). 

 

Fr. Provincial’s schedule: January 2020 

6 – 26 Budget round 

27 Province Consult 
 

The Province Days begin on 
Sunday 19th April at 6.00 pm with 
the Provincial's Address on the 

State of the Province. It will end 
on Tuesday 21st April with Dinner. 

 
Please mark these dates today. 
We look forward to having you all 

during these days.  Further details 
of will be sent to you shortly.  

   - Vincent Vaz 
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Province Holidays !! 

At St. Stanislaus Villa – the Villa 

in the Woods.  

From Mon 27th April morning  

To Mon 4th May evening 

Please register with Fr. Gerard 

Rodricks  

 

Notice 
There will be a school-personnel meeting 
on Saturday 11thJanuary 2020 at St. Mary’s 
I.C.S.E. school meeting room.   We start 
at 8:30 am and end with lunch.  

The resource person will be Fr. Norbert 
Menezes sj, the former J.E.A. Secretary 
and the topic is Strengthening Our 
Ignatian Network. 

 

Final Incorporation in the Society of Jesus 

On 8
th

 December 2019 in the Seminary 

Church of Sankt Georgen College, 

Frankfurt, Frs. Bernhard Knorn, Niccolo 

Steiner and Edwin Rodrigues pronounced 

their final vows, which were received by the 

German Provincial Fr. Johannes Siebner. 

With their gracious presence, Frs. Vernon 

D’Cunha, William D’Britto and Jeevan 

Mendonsa represented the Bombay Province 

and Fr. Joseph Puthen represented 

Vidyajyoti College, Delhi, where Edwin will 

be teaching after his doctoral studies. The 

day of the final vows was very thoughtfully 

selected. 50 years ago on this very day, a 

renowned German Jesuit, Fr. Alfred Delp—

who was hung to death on 2
nd

 February 1945 

by Nazis—received his final vows in the 

Society of Jesus in his prison cell. Fr. 

Johannes Siebner recalled the great sacrifice 

of Fr. Alfred Delp and the immense joy and 

freedom experienced by him after receiving 

his final vows and encouraged those 

receiving their final vows to develop “a 

terrible love” like him.  

As a sign of solidarity with the poor and 

environment, two of the preferences of the 

Society of Jesus, the mass collections and 

the cash gifts received were sent for an 

ecological project carried out in Kasisi, 

Zambia. Through the intercession of Our 

Blessed Mother may God the Father place 

these three Jesuits more and more fully with 

Christ the Son carrying his Cross!  

 Edwin Rodrigues 

Manor Musings 

Shanti Seva Mandal (SSM) has distributed fruit 
trees to more than 100 families this year. The 
purpose is both to care for the environment and 
also assist the livelihood of the Warlis.  Each 
family received about 25 trees.  With the 
collaboration of MPSM, a farmer gathering was 
organized at Manor to encourage them to plant 
more trees and explore new methods of 
farming. About 150 farmers participated.  40 
Classes are 
running under 
United Education 
Program (UEP) 
reaching out to 
900 children.  
 
On 24 November 
we celebrated Bal 
Melava at Manor 
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in which 800 children participated.  Our 
twinning partner St. Anne’s parish,   Mazgaon, 
helped to run the program.  St. Anne’s also 
organized  a Leadership program for the 
boarders with follow up sessions planned. The 
parish team will also come to train our teachers 
in Maths and English.    Engineering students 
from Xavier Institute of Engineering, Mahim, 
came here to teach Maths, Science and English 
to the boarding boys and girls. They also 
conducted a program for confidence building.  

 Linus D’Mello 

 

An Oasis at Manickpur! 

Oasis – a gathering of youth from Jesuit 
institutions - was organised on 8th Dec at St. 
Xaviers ICSE, Manickpur. Close to 100 
youth participated from the parishes of St. 
Michael Church, Manickpur, St. Ignatius 
Loyola, 
Ambadi 
Road and 
Holy 
Family, 
Chakala 
along with 
some 
students from St. Xavier College.  There 
were a variety of activities to engage them 
all focusing on the theme - Divergent: 
Going against the tide of 
contemporary culture. 
 
The one day programme included the Holy 
Eucharist, interactive sessions, 
presentations, praise and worship and also a 
treasure hunt. A special session ‘Coffee with 
the Jesuits’ was conducted to answer the 
questions that were raised by the youth. Fr. 
Ivan, Fr. Assis and Br. Sumit were part of 
this segment. The youth animators 
conducted the examination of consciousness 
for their groups towards the end of the 
programme. We pray that our youth may be 
instrumental in bringing about a social 
transformation through a personal 
experience. 

 Sumit D’Souza 

Lights, Camera, Action! 

Juniorate, Vinayalaya 
The second semester began with full gusto and 

energy after a well-deserved holiday to Kune 

Mission. We Juniors were privileged to attend a 

conference on “Jesuit Initiatives in Higher 

Education in South Asia” at St. Xavier’s 

College, Mumbai. Eminent Jesuit and lay 

speakers from institutes across India presented 

papers covering different aspects of Jesuit 

involvement in higher education. It was a 

revelation to see the pioneering works of our 

predecessors and be inspired to make a 

difference in this apostolate of the Society. 

 

We live in a world where we speak less yet 

communicate more. To keep pace with this 

evolving world we were introduced to the world 

of media and communication through two 

courses. The first one on Film Appreciation by 

Fr. Jerry Fernandes (from Gurjarvani, Gujarat) 

helped us get a glimpse of the various genres of 

movies, the technicalities of movie making and 

its contribution in shaping human society. The 

second course on Convergence in Media 

Education was organized by XIC, Mumbai. The 

course was well packaged with sessions on 

social inclusiveness, social media, data 

analytics, journalism and film making, replete 

with hands on experience on photography, live 

studio recording, editing and live newsroom 

work. We are very grateful to Fr. Conrad Pesso 

and the entire XIC team.  

 

 
 

Song, dance and a sumptuous dinner in a 

heritage building – what else could define a 

Jesuit night? The Xavier’s college community 

hosted a dinner for the Juniors on 11
th
 Dec. The 
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recently concluded structural audit at the college 

did not deter us from making some generous 

dance moves the tremors of which were visibly 

evident on Fr. Keith’s face. We are grateful to Fr 

Keith D’Souza, Fr Francis de Melo and the 

entire college community for hosting us and for 

all the fun we had as one Jesuit family.   

With grateful hearts, we look forward to begin 

2020 with our triduum and Renovation of Vows. 

There is a lot in store for this year too! 

 Seby & Joshua   

 
Eco themed Parish Feast Mass 

Celebrating the splendor of God’s creation 
At Holy Family Parish, the four UAPs 
adopted by the Jesuits, are consciously 
assimilated into the daily lives of 
parishioners.  The ‘preferences’ are after all, 
expressions of a mission and life in 
collaboration.  From releasing a publication 
for children titled ‘Finding God…in All 
Things’ to observing the World Day of the 
Poor in the communities, the parish has 
warmed up to the UAPs wholeheartedly.  
The Novenas preceding the feast of the 
Holy Family focused on the theme Walking 
with the poor and excluded during which each 
SCC enacted skits linked to the theme.  

The theme of Ecology selected for the Feast 
Mass on Dec 01, 2019 revolved around 
another of the UAPs namely, Care for our 
Common Home. The Eucharist was 
celebrated in an almost perfect setting - an 
imaginatively placed open air altar with the 
sun peeking through a beautiful canopy of 
green trees. All this framed against a clear 
blue sky above which enhanced our sense 
of oneness with nature. The weather stayed 
perfectly pleasant throughout, as if God 
Himself was sending down His blessings. 

The need for ‘ecological conversion’ was 
highlighted throughout the liturgy.  Starting 
with a peppy creation dance by the Altar 

Servers, the theme reverberated through the 
readings, the meditation on Psalm 23, the 
penitential rite, the hymns, the homily and 
the Laudato Si pledge.  As the main 
celebrant Fr. Luke so succinctly put it – God 
made us His partners in creation and it is 
our responsibility to work with Him to 
make His creation blossom.   

The Offertory gifts - a sun board depicting 
the upcoming butterfly garden, a shroud 
and a basket of compost - symbolized the 
various green initiatives undertaken by our 
parish for preserving and enhancing Gods 
precious gift of nature to us.   

 

The innovative action blessing given by the 
Celebrant at the end served as a reminder 
that as we receive God’s blessing, we 
become a source of blessing to others.  After 
the mass ended, parishioners present at the 
Mass were gifted a cloth bag each made out 
of donated old clothes and fabrics which 
would otherwise have been discarded.  

 “Think of a world without any flowers, 
think of a sky without any sunshine……We 
thank you Lord and praise Your holy 
name.” The words of this classic 
thanksgiving hymn sung by the JFC choir 
aptly summed up the theme.   

 Marietta Azavedo  
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Louis Menezes (1934-2019) 

Requiem for a Jesuit missionary 

In the late 60s, the English Jesuits working 

as missionaries in  Guyana, South America, 

asked their confreres in Bombay to help 

them with personnel. The Bombay Province 

accordingly sent many Jesuits to this distant 

land. Louis Menezes was one of these.  

During the twenty years  -- 1971 to 1993 -- 

he spent in that beautiful, tragic country, 

Louis moved from parish to parish, 

preaching, organizing, inspiring, healing and 

helping, as most pastors do. Most of his 

years were spent in the coastal areas, where 

the bulk of the people lived. But he also put 

in many years ministering to an indigenous 

people living along the Orinoco river, which 

divides Guyana from Venezuela. They were 

the Warao -- and so closely did Louis 

identify with them that years later in 

Mazagaon, he published a dictionary in their 

language, with an accompanying grammar. 

Mission was Louis’s overwhelming 

preoccupation, and so it broke his heart to 

have to return to India in 1993. This had 

become sadly inevitable however, for the 

privations in Guyana during the years of the 

Referendum broke his health, both 

physically and emotionally.  

It was then that we first met, when I invited 

him to St Mary’s in the early 90s to help in 

the parish.  

But Louis did much more, both here and 

later at St Xavier’s – he re-organized the 

library, he tutored the scholastics, set 

himself to translate anew Lakshmibai 

Tilak’s pioneering autobiography, Smriti 

Chitre, subsequently published by Katha 

(1998). For years he served unostentatiously 

as a proof-reader and book-editor for 

numerous publications of Gujarat Sahitya 

Prakash, Anand. And then in 2003, with a 

little nudging from me, he  published One 

Day at a Time, a diary  of his twenty years 

in Guyana, written with great tenderness and 

transparency, and interwoven with a number 

of his poems. It is truly the “diary of a 

country priest” for today.  

Louis had chosen as his priestly motto those 

words of St Paul, “to spend and be spent in 

the service of God’s people”. God took him 

at his word. The dedication of  such men  

and their total availability for mission, tell us 

that  we are in the presence of a grace-filled 

life.  All that remains for us is to echo those 

words from the Gospel, “Well done, good 

and faithful servant, Louis. Enter now into 

the joy of the Lord!”   

- Myron Pereira 

 

In Christ’s Peace 

+ Fr. Louis Menezes (BOM), 85/66, passed 

away at Mumbai on 9 December. 

+ Fr. William Bourke (DAR), 94/71, passed 

away at Darjeeling on 29 November.  

+ Fr. Edwin Menezes (PAT), 68/47, passed 

away at Bodhgaya on 18 December.  

 

For all that has been, Thanks. 

To all that shall be, Yes. 
                (Dag Hammarskjold) 

Happy New Year 2020  


