
OFFICIAL……..
On being presented by Fr. Provincial
Archbishop William D’ Souza, SJ, has 
appointed:

Prashant Pius Michael – Parish Priest, Kurji

Fr. Provincial has appointed:

Prashant Pius Michael – Vice Superior, Kurji Parish
Susai Raj - Prison Ministry, Res: St. Xavier’s, Patna

PROVINCIAL’S PROGRAMME
January 2020
01 – 04 – Province Office
05 –      Kurji Parish, Bodh Gaya
06 – 07 – Sakri Visitation
10 - 12 – Mokama, Triduum 
13 –         Province Consult
16 - 19–  XTTI Vis.
21 – 22 –Apostolic Planning
22 - 29 – W. Champaran Vis.
30 –         Shanti Sadan, Allahabad Vis.

February 2020
30 JAN – 03: Shanti Sadan Vis.
11 –              Ahmedabad Vis.
12 - 15 –        Pune Vis. 
21 –                Delhi
23 – Mar 1 – JCSA (NEP)

CONGRATULATIONS
To the Superior, Principal, Staff and Students of St. Ig-
natius School, Aurangabad on the Silver Jubilee Cele-
bration of the School on 15 Dec. 2019 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
PROVINCE DAYS 2020: Fr. Provincial has called for 
the Province Days on 28, 29 and 30 May 2020 at XTTI, 
Patna, inaugurating the Centenary of the Patna Jesuit 
Mission. The theme of the Province Days will be “Ap-
ostolic Planning and Re-orientation for Mission”

There will be a Meeting of the Superiors, Coordina-
tors, Community Leaders and Directors of Work at At-
madarshan, Patna from 01 to 04 April 2020 to discern 
the Province Apostolic Plan. The meeting will start 
on the evening of 1st April and end on 4th April after 
lunch. The Patna Jesuits coming from outside Patna 
will be given accommodation in the campus. 

REMINDERS ON APOSTOLIC PLANNING:  
The drafts of the Perspective Plans will be prepared 
by the 15th of January, 2020 and sent to the Convenor, 
Fr Jose Vadassery, SJ, who in turn will send them to all 
those who are going to meet in Patna to review them. 
The Core Team will review all the Perspective Plans 
during a meeting at St Xavier’s, Patna. The meeting 
will start at 3.00 pm on the 21st January, 2020 and will 
end on the 23rd January, 2020. The Convenor has sent 
the schedule of the meetings. 
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The Diaconate Ordination of Sch. Rajesh Somepalli, SJ, along with other third year theologians of Vidyajyoti 
will be held on Saturday, 22nd February 2020 at 3.00 p.m. The Diaconate will be conferred by His Grace Anil J.T. 
Couto, D.D., Archbishop of Delhi, in the auditorium of St. Xavier’s School, Delhi. 

The Young Priests Forum of Patna Province will have the next gathering cum reflection on 14-15 January 2020 
at Atmadarshan. The members will gather for supper on 13th January 2020 and the introductory session will 
be after supper. We will conclude with lunch on the 15th January.

House Histories 2019: Superiors and Community Leaders or their delegates are requested to send the house 
histories to the Provincial’s office by 31 January 2020. The Guidelines for writing have already been emailed to 
all the Local Superiors and Community Leaders.

Schedule of North-Zone Retreats in 2020
 (Based on Universal Apostolic Preferences)

 PRO                                      Place               Dates excluding 
                                                                                                                 arrival/departure
 PAT                                              Atmadarshan, Patna  Feb 21 (pm) - 29 (pm)
 NEP    Godavari Ashram, Kathmandu                May01(pm)–09(pm)                                                              
 KOH    Arrupe Retreat Centre, Shilong   June29(pm)–July07 (pm)
 DAR     LPC, Matigara   Oct 18 (pm) – 26 (pm) 
 CCU    Dhyan Ashram, Calcutta  Oct.10 (pm) – 18 (pm)
 DEL     NRC, Delhi        Nov 01 (pm)–09 (pm)

Correction from the previous issue:  
The Concluding Celebration of the Centenary Year of the Patna Archdiocese was on 29 November 2019 and 
not on 20 November as reported in the previous issue of GL.

Barbigha: December was a grace-filled month for us in Barbigha. On 
the 5th December, Fr. Prakash went to Bhopal to attend the JYMSA 
meeting. We had a Christmas programme in the school on the 20th 
December. The joy of Christmas began for us all with the starting of 
‘Carol Singing’ in our villages from the 14th December. Congratula-
tions to Fr. Peter Ignatius and the Parish core team for meticulously 
planning and executing the programme. On the 22nd December, Fr. 
Irudayaraj celebrated the mass on the 4th Sunday of Advent and pre-
pared the faithful for confession. Many parishioners participated in 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation and prepared themselves spiritually 
for Christmas. We had the Christmas vigil mass at 10.00 pm attended 
by many with devotion and joy. On Christmas day we had Mass in 
the morning at 8.30 am. People of all faiths visited our campus on this day to light candles and to pray from 
morning till evening. We celebrated the birthday of Fr. K. P. Dominic on the 26th December. Frs. Dominic, 
Raneesh and Prakash went to Mokama to celebrate the birthday of Fr. Pradeep Kumar. On the 31st December, 
we had an hour long thanksgiving Adoration, where our faithful from the neighbouring villages participated 
with faith and gratitude. 
              -Prakash Antony

Gaunaha: The students of St. Xavier’s school, Gaunaha began the month of December by taking an oath to 
uphold the values enshrined in the preamble of the Indian Constitution. They resolved to promote love and 
respect for fellow human beings. Painting and singing competitions and a kabadi match marked the feast 
day of St. Francis Xavier which brought enthusiasm and joy among the students. The students of Class II, 
III, & IV with all the staff went for a picnic to Bhikhna Thori on the 14th December. They were fascinated 
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by the Himalayan ranges but were disturbed by the 
water scarcity in the Indo-Nepal border area. Hence, 
they realized the need to plant trees and to save water. 

As winter arrived, Bro. Francis was fully engaged in 
taking care of the children who had severe cold and 
fever. Through his healing hand, the children keep 
good health in the campus. Through the initiatives of 
Fr. Rajan Lakra, the children are taught to keep the 
school campus green and plastic free. Joy and festivity 
filled the campus as people came in big numbers on 
Christmas day to see the crib and receive blessings 
from baby Jesus. With the help of the New Education 
Group (NEG-FIRE), Fr. Babu organised a three day 
Training in Mathematics for the 65 primary teachers 
from government schools from 19-21 December. The 
Block Education Officer (BEO) and the Block Devel-
opment Officer (BDO) were very impressed by the 
initiatives taken by Jan Shiksha Bhavan in 30 govern-
ment schools and 21 Anganwadis of Gaunaha Block 
to ensure quality education.
            -Babu Jagadeepan

K R Campus, Bettiah: We had a number of events in 
December. On the 2nd December, St. Xavier’s School 

celebrated its Annual Day with colourful cultural 
programmes that mesmerized the parents and other 
spectators. On the 7th December, the KREA orga-
nized a one day retreat for all the catholic staff and 
students in the campus. We are grateful to  Frs. K.P. 
Dominic and Joyson who helped us to pray and pre-
pare ourselves spiritually for Christmas. 

Our community participated in the Annual Feast of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe, Dussaiya on the 9th Decem-
ber.  On that day Fr. Joe Maripuram went to CMC, 
Vellore for his medical checkup.  On the 15th Decem-
ber, KR School organized its 92nd Annual Athletic 
Meet. Mr. Sanjay Kumar IG, SSB was the Chief Guest. 
He is also a former student of KR School. On the 
17th December, Fr. Gabriel Michael, the director of 
the K.R. Candidate House, participated in a meeting 
for formators in Patna. We had carol singing in our 
neighborhood led by Fr. Albert Abraham from 18- 21 
December. We had a Christmas gathering for all the 
teaching and non-teaching staff of the KREA on the 
21st December. The K.R. Candidate House joyfully 
celebrated the birthday of Candidate Dharam Raj. 
On the 23rd December, the K.R. Community had 
a Christmas gathering for the campus co-workers. 
The K.R. community is grateful to Fr. Paul Varick-
amthotty for illuminating, decorating the house and 
preparing a beautiful crib at the K.R. Campus Gate. 
The Christmas Vigil Mass was offered by Fr. Gabriel 
Michael and concelebrated by Frs. Joe Maripuram, the 
Rector and K.M. Joseph, who came all the way from 
Patna. On the 26th December, we and the people of 
Bettiah were saddened by the departure of Mr. Cher-
ubim Fidelis, who was a dedicated, self-giving and 
generous teacher at K.R. School. He continued to 
serve K.R. Non-Formal School after his retirement. 
We pray for his departed soul and will surely miss 
his presence amidst us. On the 28th December, Sch. 
Ashish Paul went to Patna to join other regents for 
the Regents’ Recollection. On the 29th December, the 
community took part in the concluding ceremony of 
the sesquicentennial jubilee of Chuhari Parish. As 
the year ended, our community had a “Thanksgiving 
Adoration Service” for all the graces and blessings re-
ceived throughout the year.                                                      
        - Ashish Paul

Kurji Parish: As the holy season of advent began, the 
Parish Council in its meetings discussed the prepa-
rations for and celebration of Christmas. The clean-
ing and decoration of the church started and other 
preparatory steps began. The feast of the Immaculate 
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Conception of Mother Mary was celebrated on the 
9th December. A Rosary procession started at 4.30 
pm from the grotto and concluded in the church and 
was followed by the Eucharist. 
On the 15th December, the Kurji Parish Senior Per-
sons’ Association had its 14th annual and Christmas 
gathering in the parish hall from 10.00 am to 02.00 
pm. After reviewing the activities of the last one year 
and taking the suggestions to strengthen the Asso-
ciation in the coming years, 4 members who had 
reached the milestone of 75 years of age and 2 of the 
senior most members in their early 90s were hon-
oured. Confessions and the Eucharist were  followed 
by coffee and cake. The lovely part was the meal to-
gether sharing ‘the good old times’. About 60 mem-
bers who participated left for the loneliness of home, 
rejuvenated. 
The Kurji parish unit (Conference) of St. Vincent 
De Paul Society (SVP) celebrated its ‘Christmas and 
annual blanket distribution cum meal’ celebration 
on Sunday, the 22nd December. Most Rev. William 
D’Souza, SJ delivered the Christmas message to the 
poor who had gathered, including the members of 
the SVP along with many of its donors/well-wishers, 
and distributed over 200 blankets. The Christmas 
meal was shared by over 400 poor persons who had 
gathered on the occasion. 
Christmas Carols were sung in different localities of 
the parish and many institutions and schools of Patna 
from the 15-21 December. A group of children carry-
ing Baby Jesus and going from house to house singing 
Christmas Carols may be an age-old practice and a 

familiar Christmas sight. However, this practice has 
not lost its charm. Rather it is growing stronger, as 
was witnessed this year in Christian families. It was 
a source of indescribable joy and spiritual blessing 
for the family members and members of institutions 
when little ones said prayers and sang songs. Baby Je-
sus indeed blessed everyone with joy and peace. 
The Christmas celebration was filled with devotion 
and joy, worshipping Baby Jesus in the crib and wel-
coming him into our hearts, families and commu-

nity. The big church turned out to be small for the 
overflowing crowd at the Vigil Mass. The church was 
nearly full at both the morning liturgies. The church and 
the campus were lit with colourful and creative light-
ing, facilitating the festive spirit. As we are witness-
ing a surge of crowds in the last few years flocking to 
churches and ecclesiastical institutions on Christmas 
day, in Kurji parish also, the parish campus witnessed 
a massive turnout of people of all religions and strata 
of society all through the 25th December. Even with a 
contingent of over 15 police men and women, crowd 
management became a nerve-wracking experience; 
and, by 7.00 pm all the decoration lights of the church 
and entire campus had to be turned off to convince 
the crowd that the celebration of the day was over. 
On the 5th January 2020, Fr. Prashant Pius Michael, 
SJ was installed as Parish Priest of Kurji Parish during 
the Sunday first Mass at 6.30 am. Fr. Donald Miranda, 
SJ was the main celebrant of the Eucharist and as the 
Archbishop’s delegate received the Profession of Faith 
of Fr. Prashant during the installation ceremony.  Af-
ter serving for a year as Acting Parish Priest, Fr. Susai 
moved to St. Xavier’s, Gandhi Maidan, to restart the 
Prison Ministry.                                      
             - Susai Raj

Prabhat, Sakri: We welcomed the Advent Season in 
the beginning of December. Some of the significant 
events of this month were accomplished successfully. 
For the first time, we began a one month residential 
programme for the adolescent girls who would appear 
for the matriculation exam in the coming years. Our 
attempt is to make them pass the matriculation with 
good marks. On the 23rd December, we witnessed 
one of the major events when a district level advo-
cacy programme was held with government officials, 
members of PRI (Panchayati Raj Institution) and lo-
cal NGOs. This programme was significant as men 
and women leaders of our target group participated 
in large numbers. Fr. Jose Vadassery addressed the au-
dience emphasizing the importance of education and 
highlighted the work done by Prabhat in the field of 
education in Saday and Manjhi tolas.  The next event 
was the evaluation of the Khilte Phool Project” run 
by NEG-Fire for which Mr. Amitabh Bhushan and 
Shailendra Avasthi came to Sakri and went around 
the villages to inspect the effectiveness of the project. 
On the 22nd December, Prabhat reached yet anoth-
er milestone in its history when a new CRC (Cluster 
Resource Center) at Sakma village was inaugurated 
in the presence of students and their parents. It was a 
good start as we got the support of the school head-
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master, ward member and Mukhiya. They assured us 
of their assistance in whatever way possible to run the 
CRC center. A leadership training in public speaking 
was organized by Fr. Anand for CBO (Community 
Based Organization) and members of Roshani Ki 
Toli.

Christmas time is a time of merriment and celebra-
tion. We celebrated Christmas meaningfully. The joy 
of Christmas is to be shared with our friends and 
neighbours. We shared our joy with the staff and 
neighbours on Christmas day with a small gathering 
cum prayer service. The local MLA was present for 
the celebration. Fr. Anand gave a beautiful Christmas 
message on that occasion. We thanked the Lord for 
all the blessings that he bestowed on our community 
and for all the works that we have done during the 
year 2019. We bid farewell to the year 2019 with a 
meaningful prayer service conducted by Ravibhu-
shan. We hope to accomplish more in the New Year 
with the grace of God. 
      -Ravibhushan Kumar

Sanjivan Niwas, Patna: We had a few remarkable 
events to cherish in December. The B.Ed. students 
passed their third semester examinations with flying 
colours. The college level Christmas celebrations cre-
ated the atmosphere to enter into the spiritual rhythm 
of welcoming the Baby Jesus in our hearts. Sch. Sa-
variappan went home to meet his father who met 
with a motorcycle accident. His father is now gradu-
ally recovering. We prepared ourselves for Christmas 
with the recollection guided by Fr. George Karamay-
il. We had a get-together with coworkers and shared 
the joy of Christmas with them. After the Christmas 
celebration, some of the community members went 
out of station on different purposes. Fr. Sushil Bilung 
went to Ranchi to bless two marriages and also made 
his home visit. Br. Sadhu Shilanand was admitted in 
the Kurji Holy Family hospital with breathing prob-
lems almost over a week. Sch. Amul, a coworker from 
Xavier Bhavan and an associate of Sadhui took turns 

to help Sadhuji in the hospital. He has joined the 
community now. The B.Ed. students have already be-
gun their fourth semester and are looking forward to 
their second term of school internship in the coming 
future.                                                                        - Amul 

Sasaram: The month of December brought immense 
joy and graces beginning with the blessing of the 
new Grotto in our parish on 08 December. This aus-
picious occasion was graced by Most. Rev. Bishop 
Sebastian Kallupura. On 13 November, we had the 
annual sports day at St. Anne’s school. The children 
participated with enthusiasm and finally blue house 
was crowned as the overall champions. On 14 No-
vember, Fr. Richard D’ Souza attended the silver Ju-
bilee celebration of St. Ignatius School, Aurangabad. 
Amidst the outpouring rain, we had a joyous Christ-
mas gathering in Dehri with the local parishioners. 

As a preparation for Christmas, Frs. Benny and Rich-
ard offered Mass in various villages, sang carols and 
conducted prayers in the houses. On 22 November, 
we had Christmas gathering with all the staff of our 
three schools. The gathering began with a football 
match for men, followed by tug of war for the wom-
en and other entertaining games. Fr. Benny Moolan 
shared the Christmas message and distributed gifts. 
The gathering ended with a delicious lunch. On 23 
November, we celebrated Samantha Diwas with cul-
tural programmes in Burhan. The students brought 
litti and potato from home which was served for all 
the school children, parents and teachers. On 24 De-
cember, Fr. Richard D’Souza went to Amulya to of-
fer the vigil mass and help out in confessions. also A 
large number of faithful attended the mid night mass 
in the parish church at Sasaram. On 25 December, 
thousands of people gathered in our campus to seek 
the blessings of child Jesus. It was really captivating 
to see some of them praying and lighting candles in 
front of the crib with full devotion.  On 28 Decem-
ber, Sch. Arock attended the regents’ recollection in 
Atmadarshan.
                                                                 -P. Arockiasamy
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St. Michael’s, Patna: We celebrated the 49th Annual 
Sports Meet on the 7th December 2019. The Chief 
Guest was Mr. Deepak Anand, IAS, Additional Sec-
retary, Art, Culture and Youth Department, Govern-

ment of Bihar, Patna. Fr. Jacob Olickathottil was the 
guest of honour. Mr. Cherubim John, the elder broth-
er of Fr. Seraphim, died on the 13th December and 
so, Fr. Seraphim rushed to Bettiah for the funeral. On 
the 15th December, many of us went to Aurangabad 
to attend the Silver Jubilee of St. Ignatius School. On 
the 20th December we had the Christmas celebration 
in the school and in the B.Ed. College. Fr. Kalyanus 
Minj, S.J. helped us to make a meaningful recollec-
tion in preparation for Christmas on the 22nd De-
cember. We celebrated the 86th birthday of brother 
Hilary Goveas on the 23rd December. Some mem-
bers of the community took a break after Christmas 
and returned to celebrate the New Year.The school 
team is busy with the admission process of LKG. The 
B.Ed. College reopened on the 3rd January after the 
Christmas vacation.             
                                                     - Francis Chinnappan

St. Xavier’s, Patna: The months of November and De-
cember were fully packed with a lot of activities. The 
Children’s Day was celebrated on the 14th Novem-
ber with a colourful cultural programme organized 
by our teachers. A new chapter began in the history 
of our School on the 13th November 2019 when we 
staged the  Annual Concert of Primary Students. The 
grand occasion was graced by two of our illustrious 
alumni. Justice Vikash Jain of the Patna High Court 
was the Chief Guest and Mr. Abhyanand, the former 
DGP, Bihar, was the Special Guest. It was a mega 
event in which almost 900 students performed on the 
stage and was organized successfully by Fr. A. Chris-
tu Savarirajan, Fr. Devashish and Sr. Phyllis PBVM, 
the Coordinator of the Primary Wing. The English 
skit, ‘Dare to Dream and Dare to Win’ presented the 
message that the young minds be free to dream and 

follow their dreams in order to achieve even seem-
ingly unattainable goals. The enacting of the Hindi 
skit, ‘Choti si aasha’ spread the message that parents 
should give their valuable time to their children to 
help them to grow to their full potential.
A rainbow of colours appeared on the stage of our 
School with the Kid Zone organizing its First Annual 
Musical Concert on the 7th December. The Concert 
was directed by Fr. A. Christu Savarirajan, Fr. Devash-
ish, Mrs. Sanober Imam, the Coordinator of the Kid 
Zone and an entire team of dedicated teachers. The 
occasion was graced by Fr. Edison J. Armstrong, the 
Principal of St. Michael’s High School, Mr. Pankaj 
Kumar, Additional S.P. Jehanabad and Fr. Joseph Se-
bastian, Secretary of the School. The tiny tots took 
to the stage with utmost ease and comfort leaving 
everyone spell bound with their welcome dance. The 
highlight of the concert was an English Skit – ‘Secret 
Superstars’. 
We had a Christmas gathering with Christian chil-
dren and parents on the 15th December. We also 
celebrated Christmas with students and staff with a 
meaningful cultural program on the 20th Decem-
ber. It was a special moment for all of us when we 
shared our joy with hundred underprivileged kids 
from Ashray Abhiyan, an NGO run by Sr. Dorothy, 
PBVM, by distributing sweaters.  St. Xavier’s Res-
idence, illuminated with colourful lights and a well 
decorated Crib attracted thousands of people from 
different faiths on the 25th December. We thank Br. 
Tony Dias for his creativity in making the Crib and 
decorating it. 
                                                            -Devashish Prasad

Vidya Niwas: With our efforts in collaboratng with 
the Sisters of Gap, youth of Nagwa cum DLW par-
ishes and the Diocesan Social Work Society, blan-
kets were distributed to the needy rickshaw pullers 
of the town as part of Christmas Milan. Fr. Raymond 
was the preacher for the Christmas midnight mass 
at the Parish. He also prepared the people of DLW 
parish for the Christmas celebrations by giving talks 
and listening to confessions. Fr. Prakash Louis took 
the priest students staying with us for a mission tour 
of Kudra, Sasaram and Aurangabad culminating in 
the Silver Jubilee Celebrations of St. Ignatius School, 
Aurangabad. He facilitated the starting of the Alumni 
Association of Hartmann Inter College of the Dio-
cese of Varanasi. He was the main celebrant for the 
Christmas Midnight Mass at Mawaiya Parish. 
                      -Prakash Louis
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Vidyajyoti, Delhi: The protests against CAA and NRC 
helped to realize and to see the need and the mean-
ing of the birth of Christ in today’s context. We had 

a day of meaningful community recollection guided 
by Fr. Siji SJ, on the topic of Reconciliation with the 
creation and others. As the mid-term exams came to 
an end, we prepared ourselves to celebrate Christmas 
with the VIPs (destitute people with whom the com-
munity shares food on Sundays), with the co-workers’ 
families and also went to a few places for carol sing-
ing. Though the pollution levels really made life dif-
ficult for the common people, it was challenging and 
also inspiring to see and partake in the protests and 
stand by people. During the Christmas holidays, as 
Sch. Rajesh made his Diaconate retreat along with his 
companions at Navinta, Delhi, Schs. Jeevan and Rajeev 
made their Triduum in the New year and from 5th 
January, they will be living in Majnu Ka Tila (one of 
our slums) for their immersion experience along with 
another two companions of theirs, for three months. 
We wish them a fruitful experience of life among the 
poor, the face of Christ.                              
            - Rajesh Somepalli

Xavier Nilaya, Bengaluru: We began the month well 
with the celebration of the feast of our Patron, St. 
Francis Xavier on the 1st December with our extend-
ed family of Xavier Nilaya. On the 3rd December we 

had the Sacrament of Reconciliation as a preparation 
for Christmas. We have already started practicing for 
our annual play scheduled in the month of February. 

Well before Christmas, we took part in a Christmas 
get - together with the local CRI of Richmond Town. 
On the 16th December, our Director,   Fr. Daniel Raj, 
went to Patna to participate in the Formation & Voca-
tion commission meeting. On the 18th November, the 
scholastics from Inigo Sadan came to our community 
for carol singing. We too went for carol singing to a 
few families and religious institutions.  On the 22nd 
December, it was a joyous occasion for all of us be-
cause Fr. Donald Miranda, the Provincial of the Patna 
Jesuits, visited us as part of his Annual Visitation. Fr. 
Donald was the main celebrant for the Christmas Vig-
il Mass this year. On Christmas day, we put up a short 
cultural Programme in honour of the Provincial. 
Thank You Fr. Provincial for your visit!  We welcomed 
a group of twenty scholastics from Satya Nilayam. Be-
sides, we also welcomed other guests from Delhi and 
Patna, like the niece of Fr. Job with her daughter, Frs. 
Alwyn D’Souza, Bernard & Jose Kalapura and Sch. Sa-
vari, and Sch. Rosan (KER).
        Candidates- Arpit Bhengra & Jack  Kerketta

The Patna Province Education Commission organised 
a four-day training programme for selected teachers 
from all the schools of Patna Province at Atmadarshan 
from January 03, 2020 to January 06, 2020. Twenty 
seven teachers from our ten schools participated in 

the programme. The objective of the programme was 
to acquaint these selected teachers with Ignatian Spir-
ituality, Jesuit Heritage and Education Leadership in 
the Society of Jesus. The province envisages that these 
Lay Collaborators will become motivators and leaders 
in all our schools to take up responsible roles in im-
plementation of the Jesuit Vision of Education. 
During the Training programme, the participants 
were familiarised with the history of the Society of Je-
sus, Spiritual Exercises, Examination of Conscience, 
history of Jesuit Education, Characteristics of Jesuit 
Education, Ignatian Pedagogy Paradigm, etc. The par-
ticipants also were guided to understand the current 
thrusts of the Society of Jesus through sessions on the 
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Four Cs, Universal Apostolic Preferences and Jesuit 
Schools: A Living Tradition.  The programmes pro-
vided special focus on the Global Identifiers of Jesu-
it Schools and the Universal Apostolic Preferences 
to find ways of implementing these in our schools. 
All the participants immersed themselves fully into 
the programme and experienced a spiritual renewal 
in their own personal lives and renewal in their pro-
fessional lives. They expressed their appreciation and 
satisfaction at the end of the training programme and 
suggested that this opportunity should be provided 
to all the staff of our schools to make them truly Je-
suit Schools. The programme was conducted by Frs. 
Norbert Menezes and George Nedumattam with the 
assistance of other resource persons.           
    – George Nedumattam

For the Sick: 
Sadhu Shilanand was admitted into KHFH with 
breathing difficulties. He is discharged from the hos-
pital and is recuperating at Sanjivan Niwas. 

For the Departed:
Fr. Mathew Otheal (1963-2019) of 
Muzaffarpur Diocese died in a road 
accident. Fr. Mathew was ordained 
a priest in 1996 and served in dif-
ferent capacities including being the 
VG of the diocese. He was appointed 
as parish Priest of Latonah Parish in July 2019. On 
December 14, 2019 about 2.30 pm. Fr. Mathew Orathel 
met with an accident. He and his Catechist Mr. Ha-
bil were going to Khoria Parish on motor cycle. Mr. 
Habil immediately informed the other Priests in the 
Parish who rushed to the spot and immediately took 
them to the local clinic from there he was referred to 
Supaul hospital. There he was declared brought dead.
 
The funeral Mass of late Fr. Mathew was held at the 
Cathedral Church, Muzaffarpur at 10 am on 17 De-
cember 2019. Most. Rev. William D’ Souza, SJ, Arch-
bishop of Patna,  Emeritus Bp. J B Thakur, SJ (Muz), 
Bp Fulgence Tigga (Raiganj), Bp. Cajetan Francis 
Osta ( Muz)  and Bp. Peter Goveas (Bettiah), priests 
and religious from Patna, Buxar, Bettiah and Muzaf-
farpur dioceses were present for this funeral Mass.

At request of the relatives, the mortal remains of 
Fr. Mathew were taken to his native place in Kerala 
for burial. Fr. Philip K. accompanied the relatives to 
Kerala. The burial took place on the 19 December in 

his village Church. Our heartfelt condolences to the 
Bishop, clergy and laity of the diocese at the sudden 
and shocking demise of a dynamic priest!

Mr. Cherubim John, the elder brother of Fr. Seraphim 
died on the 13th December.
 
Mr. Mathai (95), father of Fr. Mathew Muthuplackal, 
S.J., died on the 15th December in Kerala.

Fr. Edwin A. Sumit Menezes, SJ, (68/ 47 PAT) died on 
the 18th December in Bodhgaya.

Fr. Fidelis Jayabalan Packiam (AND, 71/55) passed 
away on the 26th December in Dindigul.

Fr. Civiac Joaquin, SJ (GUJ 87/68) died on the 27th 
December in Vadodara, Gujarat.
 
Br. Pascoal Colaco, SJ (BOM, 78/55), passed away at 
Shirpur on the 30th December.

Fr. Errol D ‘Lima, SJ  (BOM 77/61) passed away in 
Mumbai on the 05th  January, 2020.    

PLEASE SEND YOUR NEWS BEFORE 
THE 02ND OF EVERY MONTH.

Editor’s Email ID : socius@patnajesuits.org

FOR PRIVATE CIRCULAION ONLY
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FR. EDWIN A. SUMIT MENEZES, S.J. (68/47)

Died in Bodhgaya, India, on the 18th December 2019.

Born  : 16-04-1951          Ordained        : 03.05.1987       
Entered the SJ : 12-01-1972        Final Vows     :  21.11.1993 

Family:  31, Wellington Street, Dhobitalao, Mumbai-3.   Apostolic Assignments as a Priest:  
Father : Late Mr. Salvador Aleixo Menezes.                Pastoral Year, Catholic Church, Darbhanga, 1987           
Mother: Late Mrs. Catherine Menezes           Asst. Pastor, Catholic Church, Khagaul, 1988-1990
Edwin was the fifth child in a family of nine children.       Father in charge, Siwan 1990 (6months)
Formation               Asst. Parish Priest, Gaya, 1991  
Candidacy  : Xavier Hall, Patna, June, 1970                    Non-Formal Education, Sasaram, 1992
Novitiate : XTTI, Patna – 1972-1974                 Social Work, Pioneering in Bodhgaya, Nov., 1994
Juniorate : XTTI, Patna -- 1974-1975               Province Coordinator of Dialogue, 1995
Philosophy : S.H. College, Shembaganur, 1978-1980    Co-pastor, Khagaul, 2004
Regency 1       : CHSl, Ara – 1980-81                Assist. Director, Prabhat, Madhubani, Dec, 2007
Theology : RTC, Danapur & VJ, Delhi; 1984-1987     Acting Director, Sakri- Dadarwara, 2008
Diaconate  :  Delhi, 28.02.1987            Asst. Director, Jan Shiksha Kendra, Gaunaha, 2010
Ordination       : Mumbai, 03.05.1987            Co-pastor, Catholic Church, Latonah, 2012
Tertianship      : Sitagarha, Hazaribag1991-1992                  Director, SVS, Aurangabad, 2013-2019    
Final Vows        : Sasaram, 21.11.1993           Social Work, Jeevan Sangham,Bodhgaya, 2019 –

 “Go set the world on fire.” These are the famous words of Saint Ignatius to St. Francis Xavier when Ignatius sent Francis 
as a missionary to India. These very words brought Fr. Edwin Sumit to Bihar in 1971 when he was just twenty years old. 
He said goodbye to his home in Mumbai, his parents and his eight siblings.

Fr. Sumit Edwin was on fire to set free the oppressed, the core of the mission of Jesus in Bihar. What stood out in the life 
of Fr. Sumit was his passionate love for Jesus whom he encountered in the poorest of the poor, the dalits, especially the 
Manjhis and the Bhuias of the districts of Gaya, Rohtas, Patna, Madhubani, West Champaran and Aurangabad. He was 
deeply attached to the poor and did not seek power, position, comforts, status and prestige. He identified with the little 
ones of this world and enjoyed the company of the least and the last of society. They brought out his creative best in the 
work of non-formal education, conscientization and the establishment of self-help groups. The poor people remember 
Fr. Sumit Edwin with love and warmth.
 
Fr. Sumit spent his last days working in Jeevan Sangham, Bodh Gaya. The centre was very close to his heart. He was the 
pioneer of this centre in 1994. On many occasions Sumit told me that a number of Jesuits wanted him to start an English 
medium school. However, Edwin stood firm in his preferential option for the poor and established a centre with the 
help of other Jesuits that would serve the poor of the area, especially the dalits. He also wanted to establish a dialogue 
centre since Bodh Gaya was an important religious centre for the Buddhists and Gaya for the Hindus. While the dream 
of a dialogue centre has yet to be actualized, the work of dialogue has become a reality and is being done in the area. 

During the last five years of his life which he spent in Aurangabad district, Fr. Sumit found the going tough. He had back 
trouble. He was also asthmatic. And so, he had difficulty in breathing. However, despite his health problems he did his 
level best to go to the villages to be with his people and supervise the educational programme.  

It is significant that Edwin had just completed the project with DK Austria in Aurangabad. However, the good Lord had 
other plans. Hence, he called Sumit to be with him forever sharing eternal life on the 18th December 2019 at around 
5.00 p.m. 

Edwin Sumit, our bother and friend with mixed feelings of sorrow and joy in our hearts we say goodbye. Sleep forever 
in peace with your Creator and Saviour Lord for you have gone many miles and more in the faithful service of your God 
and his people.                                            - Fr. Dionysius Rasquinha, SJ
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Silver Jubilee of St. Ignatius School, Aurangabad (1994-2019)

The year 2019 marked the Silver Jubilee Celebration of St. Ignatius School, Aurangabad. Here 
is a brief history of our mission and its expansion. 

The Patna Jesuits started working in Gaya in 1937 specially to cater to the spiritual needs of the Christians 
working in the railways. They also started literacy classes for children of poor and non-literate parents and 
other social and economic development works benefitting deprived sections of society.

The Patna Jesuits began their work in Burhan, Sasaram in 1956 when Fr. Joseph Mann, SJ, pitched his tent 
under the shadow of a banyan tree. Later, living in a small mud house at Burhan at the foothills of Kaimur 
Mountains, he cared for the poor especially in the drought affected areas by building community wells, village 
roads, mud houses, and other activities. In 1966, Fr. Mann brought the Notre Dame Sisters to begin a school 
for the poor and disadvantaged children, who could not afford to get educated in the existing schools.

In 1991, the Patna Jesuits felt that they should have their presence between Gaya and Sasaram and also be-
tween Patna and Daltonganj. Keeping this in view, Fr. Prakash Louis, SJ, was sent to Aurangabad in 1992 
to explore the different possibilities of ministries in Aurangabad. In the following two years, in spite of stiff 
opposition from vested interests, he man-
aged to acquire 2.82 acres of land and put up 
a residence. Originally our plan was to have 
some social involvement like primary and 
non-formal education in the nearby villages, 
environmental education, empowerment of 
women, etc. This was met with strong op-
position.  In order to find a firm footing in 
Aurangabad, we realized that we needed a 
school which would provide quality and af-
fordable education for all.  
 
In 1994, the primary section of St. Ignatius School was started in a modest scale. From the beginning, a size-
able number of poor children of the nearby villages were admitted in the school and they were provided with 
financial help and special coaching. Social work in many villages were already going on. With the education 
ministry, the Jesuit presence became a reality and the officials, influential people and the general public were 
very happy with our presence and ministries. The campus also became the mass centre for the few Catholics 
working here.

In 1995, four sisters of the Congregation of the Franciscan Sister of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, Pondi-
cherry, arrived in Aurangabad. The sisters began collaborating with the Jesuits in educational, social and 
healthcare apostolates. The sisters helped out in the schools till 2004 and later started a school of their own. 

In 2001 the school got provisional affiliation to CBSE board and the first batch of students wrote X class board 
exam in 2003. The medium of instruction according to the then province policy was science and maths in En-
glish, and the rest of the subjects in Hindi. In 2011, the medium became fully English due to public demand. 
In the same year, Plus Two classes were also started with science and commerce streams. But in 2015, the Plus 
Two classes were suspended because parents wanted their wards only to register in the school and not attend 
class but to join coaching classes for competitive exams in Patna or elsewhere.     
          

Ganga Lahar – Supplement
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Fr. Prakash Louis, SJ, pioneered the mission at Aurangabad in 1991. In 1994, then Provincial, Fr. Mathew 
Chemplany, SJ, decided to start a school in Aurangabad, Staring with the first principal, Fr. Cyriac Poovakot, 
SJ,  (1994-1995) and the successive principals, Fr. Mani Poovakot, SJ, (1995-1998), Fr. Mathew Poovakkottil, SJ, 
(1998-2002), Fr. Joe Villakunnel, SJ, (2002-2003), Fr. Norbert Menezes, SJ, (2003-2005), Fr. Ignatius Topno, SJ, 
(2005-2008), Fr. Joseph Thalanany, SJ, (2008-2009), Fr. Josey Mathias, SJ, (2009-2013) and Fr. Richard D’ Souza, 
SJ, (2013-2019), Fr. Saji Mathew, SJ, (2019- present) have contributed to the growth of the school as a premier 
institution. The principals were ably guided and supported by the successive Jesuit superiors of Aurangabad 
under the leadership of the successive Provincials. The superiors also served as the secretaries of the school. 
Starting with Fr. Prakash Louis SJ (1994-1995), Fr. Edward Mendonca, SJ (1995-1996), Fr. Paul Varickamthotty, 
SJ (1996-2002), Fr. Josey Kunnunkal, SJ, (2002-2005), Fr. Ranjan 
Lazarus, SJ (acting sup 2005-2007), Fr. Mathew Chemplany, SJ, 
(2007-2014), Fr. Norbert Menezes, SJ (2014-present). The Jesuit 
community at Aurangabad was attached to Sasaram community 
in the beginning until it was established as a separate commu-
nity with Fr. Paul Varickamthotty, SJ, as the first superior in No-
vember 1999. We gratefully remember all the Jesuits, religious, 
teaching and non-teaching staff who have enriched this institu-
tion with their service

Currently, there are six Jesuits and 42 teachers involved in educating 1600 students. Among them, 106 stu-
dents are dalits and 14 students are tribals. Our special target groups are the Mahadalit children belonging to 
the Bhuniya and other dalit communities. 40 children who belong to Mahadalit communities are given free 
education in the school. Further many students are given concession in their school fees. Some students are 
helped to purchase uniforms, books and stationeries etc. 

The school marked its Silver Jubilee Celebration on 15th Decem-
ber, 2019. The preparation began a month before and the school 
was all decked up for the celebration. His Grace William D’Souza, 
S.J., the Archbishop of Patna Archdiocese was the Chief-Guest of 
the day. Honourable Shri Rahul Ranjan Mahiwal, IAS, the District 
Magistrate of Aurangabad, was the Guest of Honour. Most Rev.  
Sebastian Kallupura, the Coadjutor bishop of Patna, Rev. Fr. Donald 
Miranda, S.J., the Provincial of Patna Jesuit Province, Rev. Fr. James 

George, the Principal of Creane Memorial High School, Gaya, were the Special Guests of the day. Though the 
weather did not allow us to stage the programme as we had planned, yet the enthusiasm of teachers and stu-
dents helped us to have a short cultural programme for the guests in the school auditorium. A good number 
of well-wishers, collaborators and dignitaries arrived for the function in-spite of incessant rain and witnessed 
the togetherness of one other. A large number of Jesuits from other communities in Patna and around came 
and encouraged us with their presence.
 
Now as we complete the Silver years, we look forward with great hope and enthusiasm. There is no doubt that 
this school has changed the lives of thousands of pupil who have passed out from this temple of learning. Our 
life has changed, our thinking has broadened and our approach has expanded beyond the limit. As we move 
ahead, we thank God for giving us this wonderful opportunity to celebrate these years of blessings. Congratu-
lations to Fr. Norbert Menezes, SJ, Superior, Fr. Saji Mathew, SJ, Principal, Fr. Manish Osta, SJ, Vice Principal, 
Br. Abraham, SJ, (Treasurer), Fr. Albert Tirkey, SJ and Sch. Pramod SJ, and the teaching and support staff and 
the students and parents on the Silver Jubilee of St. Ignatius School and for their commitment, hard work and 
team work. 

- Fr. Manish Osta, SJ 

Ganga Lahar


