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MADHYA PRADESH JESUIT 

THE CONSIGLIO ALLARGATO: JESUIT   

LEADERS UNITED BY THE SAME MISSION 

 

We invited Fr. Franck Janin to share his experience   
during the week of 7 January at the Extended Council 
convened by Father General. Here is his testimony: 
Once again, at the beginning of the year 2020, and as 
President of the 
Jesuit Conference 
of European Provin-
cials, I have been 
invited to partici-
pate in Father Gen-
eral’s Extended 
Council. In my jour-
ney as a Jesuit, I consider it an opportunity and a     
privilege to collaborate in the work done by Father 
General and all those who assist him in his mission of 
government. These meetings provide an opportunity to 
address the most crucial issues affecting the life of the 
Society in its universal dimension. Without a doubt, the 
most       outstanding session that I have lived these last 
three years was the one dedicated to the discernment 
of the Universal Apostolic Preferences. I was struck by 
the quality of the process that was followed, rooted in 
prayer and in an authentic “spiritual conversation” 
among the members of the Council, seeking to feel and 
recognize, with finesse and great interior freedom, the 
action of the Spirit. The practice of discernment in   
common is now promoted throughout the Society of 
Jesus. What a consolation to see it rigorously              
implemented by those who bear such responsibility! 
This “way of proceeding”, so typically Ignatian and    
Jesuit, has its place in each of our meetings. We         
experienced it again this time when Father General 
asked us to help him define the mission of the new   
secretary for the Service of Faith. This is a crucial theme 
in a world that is becoming more and more multicultural 
and “multiconvictional”. Likewise when it was a      
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APPOINTED BY FR. GENERAL 

Fr. Shekhar Manickam, SJ (GUJ) - Regional Secretary for  

        South Asia, General Curia, Rome 

FR. PROVINCIAL’S PROGRAMME 

  
February  

01-03  Loyola Niketan, Bilaspur 
04  Province Consult, XISA, Raipur 
05-07  Loyola Niketan, Bilaspur 
09-11  DNC, Papal Seminary, Pune 
12-13  Loyola Niketan, Bilaspur 
15  GB Meeting, Campion, Bhopal 
16  Visitation: XIDAS, Jabalpur 
17-18  Visitation: Nimha, Umaria & Manpur 
20-21  Loyola Niketan, Bilaspur 
22-01 (March) JCSA Meeting, Nepal 
 

March 
02  Visitation: Gurgaon, Delhi 
05-06  Raj Mantrana, Kunkuri 
08-10  Visitation: Boirdader (8), Baramkela (9), 
  Mauhapali (10) 
11-14  Loyola Niketan, Bilaspur 
16-20              Visitation: Baikunthpur (16), Bhainswar(17),   
  Kota (18), Kotma (19), Sarbhoka (20) 

22-23  Visitation: Loyola Niketan, Pipersatti &  
  Risda 
24-29  Loyola Niketan, Bilaspur 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Schs. Akhilsai Bara, Alok K Toppo, Dilip Minj, Dino Pinto 

Toppo, Pritam Prakash Panna and Virendra Tirkey have 

been approved for Diaconate Ordination. Dino will be 

ordained a Deacon on 9 Feb 2020 by Bishop Thomas 

Dabre in DNC, Pune and others by Archbishop Anil J.T. 

Couto on 22 Feb 2020 at St. Xavier’s School (VJ), Delhi. 
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question of opening perspectives in order to   improve 
networking. The Society of Jesus is more and more 
aware that the great questions that are stirring our   
societies must be approached from a global               
perspective. This requires setting up international 
structures that are challenging in terms of organization 
and governance. Of course, there has been an update 
on the integration and the implementation of the     
Universal Apostolic Preferences. They question our  
mission, invite us to conversion and are reference 
points to help us discern where the Society will best 
serve. The evocation of regions where Jesuits are     
present in situations of poverty, war, and religious    
minority was a moment that touched me greatly. Isn’t 
it in these places of vulnerability that we reach more 
fully the essence of our vocation? We also talked about 
what is being prepared in the different regions of the 
Society for the Ignatian Year 2021-2022. An important 
moment with the evocative theme “to see all things 
new in Christ”. These Consiglio Allargato are blessed 
times and they give a taste of the great fraternity that 
can exist between companions of Jesus harnessed to 
the same mission. 

- Courtesy: https://sjcuria.global/en/more-other-news  
 

ASHADEEP, PATHALGAON  

A three day retreat was arranged for the women     
leaders of Pathalgaon town in Ashadeep from 10th to 
12th January 2020. Twenty five leaders   participated. 
The retreat was conducted by Fr. Dr. Oscar S. Tirkey, SJ. 
Their feedback shows the need of frequent  retreats for 
bigger groups. 
Pathalgaon Zonal 
UAP and PAP 
was organised in 
Ashadeep Path-
algaon on 18th 
January 2020. Fr. 
Satya Prakash 
Tigga, SJ and Fr. Virendra Xalxo, SJ guided the sessions.  
Twenty three Jesuits participated in it and the sessions 
were very clear and fruitful. 

- Fr. Oscar Tirkey, SJ 

 

JEEVAN VIKAS MAITRI, PATHALGAON 

 

The team of Assistancy Development Officers (ADO), 
Delhi, along with the members Mr. Devjeet and Ms. 
Pratibha visited JVM on 16 January, 2020. They listened 
to JVM and the others centres to have a clear idea so 
that they could develop need based project proposals 

and enhance the performance of the social centres. 
JVM shared its vision and mission competency and 
commitment with the poor and marginalized           
especially in the promotion of livelihood and justice. 
Fr. Bipin K. Kujur escorted them to visiting RVTC 
Kerakachhar and Jhingo to analyse the situation.  
 
Fr. Yacub gave a talk to the trainees of RVTC on NRC, 
CAA and NPR on 11 Jan 2020. He encouraged them to 
adopt self-employment. JVM organized a one day 
New Year celebration at Kilkila village on 19 Jan.          
Leadership games were conducted for children, youth 
and adults after Holy Mass. The winners were given 
incentives. After the games JVM team departed to 
Ranchi-Bagaicha for zonal workshop of Lok Manch. 
The villages had their community meal in the evening. 
After the introduction all participants of the workshop 
went to SDC for a seminar on NRC, CAA and NPR on 
20 Jan. Ms. Teesta Setalvad, Mr. Sashikant Senthil and 
Mr. Jean Dreze were the main speakers. The speakers 
told that since CAA is unconstitutional they should 
show their protest peacefully. 
 
Fr. Yacub was invited to attend the National            
Consultation on Adivasis organized in collaboration 
with NITI Ayog and UNRC, WNTA, LEADS and Offer 
held at Hotel Raindew, Ranchi on 21 Jan. After the 
presentation of the situation of Adivasi, Sate wise,  the 
participants were divided into 10 groups for             
discussion. The   members sorted out three main    
issues of Adivasis and five suggestions to solve them 
to be presented to NITI Ayog for policy formulation of 
Adivasi development. 
 
A meeting of social apostolate of the province was 
held at Loyola Niketan, Bilaspur on 26 Jan. There were 
nine participants including Fr. Rranjit Tigga, Provincial 
and three from JVM- Fulgence, Bipin and Yacub. The 
purpose of the meeting was to do SWOT analysis of 
social apostolate for Province Apostolic Preferences 
(PAP). There was a sharing of experiences on the     
internal and external challenges of the province.  
 
Yacub conducted a meeting in Kastura-Saraitoly on 
FRA, PESA and current affairs on 28 Jan evening. He 
presided over a thanks giving Holy Mass on the hill top 
of Gundhara on 29 Jan. The villagers go to the     
mountain to give thanks to God for saving the lives of 
two boys. The incident was of 18 August, 1999. Villag-
ers were grazing the cattle on the hilltop. It rained 
heavily. Lighting stuck the stone under which 29 goats 
and two young boys had taken shelter.  All the goats 
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died but the boys were safe miraculously. The villagers 
perceived God’s hand in saving the boys. Fr. Bipin was 
busy in auditing and in the preparation of the projects 
in the month of January. He also visited the other   
centres to help them in making project proposals.  

-Fr. Yacub Kujur, SJ 

 

XIDAS, JABALPUR 

 

Fr. Binod K. Toppo, SJ, and Mr. Anchal Mishra           
represented XIDAS, Jabalpur at the 9 National          
Congress of Jesuit Alumni Association of India (JAAI) 
held at St. Joseph’s College, Tirchy, Tamilnadu, from 17 
to 19 Jan. About 650 delegates from Alumni               
Associations across India had gathered on the            
occasion. Some prominent participants included Fr. 
George Pattery, SJ, POSA, Fr. Danis Ponnaiah, SJ,      
Provincial of Madurai, Fr. Jebamalai Raja, SJ, Provincal 
of Chennai, Fr. Sunny   Jacob, SJ, National Alumni     
Advisor, Mr. Alain Deneef, WUJA (World Union of    
Jesuit Alumni) President,  Belgium, Dr. Devendra Singh, 
JAAI National President, Province Coordinators for 
Alumni of 18 Jesuit Provinces, and Principals and      
Directors of works of Jesuit Institutions. 
 
The keynote address was delivered by Prof. John     
Varghese, Principal, St. Stephen’s College, New Delhi. 
The theme for the gathering was “Networking for a 
Harmonious World.” All the talks by different speakers 
were woven around this central theme. The topics of 
talks included judiciary and networking, organ          
donation and networking, Jesuit education and        
networking, media and networking, global networking 
for social harmony, networking in gender sensitization 
and child protection, opportunities in the networked 
world, and networking for a safer and disaster resilient 
India. 
 
Issues like strengthening the Alumni Network and        
involvement in social activities, etc. were taken up in 
zonal discussions. Reports of the discussions were         
presented to the congress. To acknowledge and        
encourage the good works done by Alumni Associa-
tions, the JAAI National Awards were instituted this 
time. 
 
XIDAS family celebrated the 71st Republic Day on     
January 26. The ceremony started with a march past 
by the students at 9.00 a.m. followed by flag hoisting 
and national anthem singing in front of Loyola Audito-
rium. The Preamble of the Constitution of India was 

read aloud. Dr. Fr. Alexius Ekka, SJ, Director, delivered 
his message. Cultural items added joy to the celebration.   

- Fr. Valentine Ekka, SJ 

 

SSC, SITAGARH  

 

We had Psycho Sexual Integration Course for six days  
from 9 December. It was conducted successfully by Sr. 
Marianne S.C.N. We participated in Formiee’s            
Christmas Gathering in O.C.D. with our Carol Singing 
Group on 14 December. The second semester exams 
were conducted by the professors for the Juniors who 
performed well. Professor Geoff’s questions  papers 
were not distributed due to his ill-health; he was       
hospitalized before the exam. Professor Shyam’s exam 
was speech delivery which continued up to the end of 
January 2020. The exams were conducted from            
December 18 to 21, 2019. 
  
We were fully engaged in crib making from 22            
December onwards. The outcome of our hard work 
was  a magnificent crib emerged with the theme 
“Jesus is born in the broken world”. We had vigil Mass 
in the Parish on 24 December followed by Community 
Christmas gathering in the house refectory at the very 
dawn of 25 December. It was a moment of joy and the 
ambiance filled the hearts with gladness. All the            
Novices and the Juniors made an alliance for carol  
singing to various communities at Sitagarh campus on 
26 December. It was a graceful moment to share the 
joy of the nativity of our Lord with each other. Four  
Jubilarians were melodiously congratulated in the 
evening of 27 December at Arrupe Niwas, the            
Provincial’s house. The next day we started our annual 
Triduum and renewed our vows under guidance of          
Fr. Prabodh. We were blessed with amazing graces. 
We attended the vigil Holy Mass in Parish in the mid-
night of 31 December. We expressed our gratitude to 
God for good life.  
 
All the Novices and the Juniors provided were with Rs. 
125 each along with our pocket money of the month 
to have a delicious lunch outside the campus on 1    
January 2020. We spent our time and money fruitfully               
celebrating companionship. We sojourned at Jesuit 
Residence Kajarkilo for a picnic on 5 January. We were 
on seventh heaven by the hospitality of Fr. Pius 
Kerketta S.J., P.C.F. (Haz). We visited nearby places 
and Konar Dam. We had election of new office bearers 
in the Juniorate on 6 January. Our regular classes     
began on the following day. We had Fr. Augustine as 
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the new professor who dealt with Basic English Gram-
mar since 13 January. We are very enthusiastic to pro-
gress in all spheres of lives and picking up Hindi and 
English.  

- Scho. Shreyash Kujur, S.J.  
 

DNC, PUNE 

 

In the last month of year 2019, after finishing our mid 
semester exams, we got involved in carol singing and 
visiting houses of our tribal people. We celebrated the 
Lord’s Nativity with a lot of enthusiasm and vigor. Hindi 
Vigil Mass was well organized by our Chotanagpur       
Cultural Association (CCA) of JDV. The number of             
Christian tribals has increased in Pune over the years. 
There is not need to say that we danced and shared 
our joy after the Holy Mass in the Silent Night.  
 
We have begun regular classes after the Christmas           
holidays. Keeping UAP in mind, “Accompany the young 
in the creation of a hope-filled future”, around 25 tribal 
youth of Pune had gone to Khandala for faith sharing 
and group building exercises on 19 January. Scholastics 
accompanied them. It was a fruitful experience,              
listening to their joys and sorrows, success and          
challenges.  
 
The POSA and the ADF visited DNC community from 
January 21 to 24. They shared with us various news and 
views of the Assistancy. They encouraged, motivated 
and challenged us, our Jesuit life and  mission.  

- Sch. Dino Pinto Toppo, SJ 

 

SATYA NILAYAM, CHENNAI 

 

It was indeed a happy choice to have community get 
together on New Year day. It was an occasion to take 
resolutions to commence a journey together and to 
strengthen our union of hearts and minds. A day long 
workshop on “HUMAN EXCELLENCE”, organized by Loy-
ola College, Chennai on 3rd of this month, was a    les-
son to appreciate. We resumed our classes on 6  Janu-
ary after Christmas celebration and vacations.  January 
10 was an interesting day to see two Trans-persons 
speaking to us on theme “Transgender in Society”. 
Beauty of this session was their joyful  expression and 
direct lived experience. One of them was Naleena 
Prasheetha,  Associate Secretary of the student’s union 
of Loyola College, Chennai. It was followed by a peace-
ful protest, organized by Scholastics on the theme, 
“Pray for the Nation” in Satya Nilayam campus on 11th 

January 2020. It was a live streaming prayer, where 
many people both young and old joined from all cor-
ners of Chennai. Having done all these events, there 
was time for living group animation and community 
recollection. We celebrated “PONGAL” in Satya Nila-
yam community, Chennai on 15 January. The excep-
tional joy of having Pongal Mass early morning dressed 
up in the best  suited traditional attire, participation in 
traditional fun games and finally enjoying lunch with 
traditional food items, served in banana leaves with 
varieties of dishes, was really beauty beyond the 
boundary of imagination. We sincerely prayed and 
thanked the Lord for loving us, gifting us with bountiful 
crops, cattle, families and friends. After all these lines 
of events, we began our academic internal assessment 
towards the end of  January. 

- Sch. Pingal Lakra, SJ 
 

VIDYAJYOTI, DELHI 

 

No sooner than our mid-semester exam got over we 
had a Christmas gathering in the college on 20 Dec 
2019. The celebration started with our melodious carol 
singing and prayer service in multi-languages harmoni-
ously. The programme seemed to short to last even 
after two and half hours. We experienced really peace. 
All the professors and the students couldn’t loose en-
joying the celebration heartily. What a beautiful Christ-
mas crib it was at the entrance of Vidya Jyoti College. 
On the following day, 22 December, Christmas gather-
ing for the co-workers and their family members was 
organized in the lawn of VJ residence. Different fun 
games were conducted for all. Sch. Ajay Bara, the MC 
had the progrmme in his fingers. A short Christmas 
message by Sch. Cyril Beck elated all. A group of 
friends went to different religious communities singing 
carols for them.  Some of them made a crib just out-
side the entrance of VJ residence, by passers profited 
from the look of infant Jesus. The decorations in the 
Chapel, refectory, kitchen and in the entrance con-
veyed the competition of spirit of love. For the Christ-
mas vigil mass all of us went to different parishes and 
ministry places. On December 25  evening we  enjoyed 
a short Christmas program in the community. Fr. M. T. 
Raj, SJ, Rector gave a beautiful Christmas  message. 
Two Jesuit Scholastics from Africa sang a  melodious 
Christmas song. On 26 December the first year broth-
ers went to Agra to see the Taj Mahal. They said, it was 
an enjoyable day. The third year Schs went to make 
their Diaconate retreat to Naveennta, Okhla on 27th 
Dec. The second years went for an outing to Mother 

Teresa Ashram, Chhatrapur. The first and the second 
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years had Triduum from 2 to 4 Jan under the guidance 
of Rev. Fr. Paul D’Souza, SJ. The college was re-opened 
on 6 Jan. On 10 Jan all the students joined in the pro-
test to show their solidarity with the JNU students. Fr. 
Leander Xalxo attended the Golden Jubilee celebration 
of the Cathedral and priestly ordination of Dn. Sanjeev 
Tirkey, SJ and Dn. Sandeep Tigga, SJ on 30 Dec’ 19 and 
3 Jan respectively at Kunkuri.  
 
The Tamil Brothers and Sisters of VJ College  exhibited 
Pongal through Rangoli, songs and dance, pot breaking 
play with blind folded eyes, distribution of Payassam, 
sugarcane and other sweet items. Fr. M. T. Raj, SJ gave 
a beautiful message on the day. The staff-members, co
-workers and students enjoyed the celebration. Akhil 
Sai won 1st prize in breaking the hanging pot.  
 
The second years attended the seminar on 
“International Consultation on Human Rights of Per-
sons with Disabilities”, at Indian Social Institute, Delhi 
from 17-19 Jan. They had a very enriching experience 
of being in company with the galaxies of the visually 
challenged scholars and dignitaries. It was very inspir-
ing to listen to their sharing. They said that their blind-
ness or deafness turned to be their strength in gaining 
success in life.  The purpose of the seminar was to ap-
peal from the government and other private organiza-
tions and institutions to see them as equal members of 
the      society by creating opportunities for them.    

- Sch. Cyril Beck, SJ 
  

JESUIT MISSION IN MP 

Article 24 
Open Persecution (Contd.) 

His Grace asked Sir A. Napier to take up the Kastura 
case, as it did not seem that Mr. Blakesley gave his 
attention to it. Reports show that the Rajah was       
determined to stamp out Christianity. After having 
stated his inability to come to Jashpur as first           
projected, Sir A. Napier, informed the Archbishop that 
he had sent his letter to Mr. Blakesley then just on his 
way to Jashpur. He adds: “I will do all I can to stop any 
oppression but you do not make things easier for me. I 
have not the slightest doubt that the Rajah’s attitude 
would change considerably if you took my suffusion of 
impressing upon the Christians in an open way. I mean 
open to the Raja and his officers their duties as     
Christians, of submission to the powers that exist. The 
Raja will not have an imperium (supreme power) of the 
Roman Catholic Church in his imperium as Raja. That is 
the matter in a nutshell. I don’t think he cares two 
pence what religion they profess.”  

 Sir A. Napier’s personal views were evidently 
communicated to other high officials, like Mr. Laurie, 
and Sir B. Robertson, the new Chief Commissioner, all 
of whom sided also more with the Rajah than with the 
Mission, as we shall see. If only Sir A. Napier’s dear 
wish had been complied with, the Mission might have 
fared much better at their hands and oppression might 
have been curbed much sooner. During his tour Mr. 
Blakesley gave a very patient hearing to the Fathers: 5 
hours’ interview with Fr. Van den Driessche, and a long 
one also to Fr. Van der Linden. For the moment we are 
concerned with the latter. On 12th April 1912, Fr. Van 
der Linden gave the Archbishop an account of his      
interview with Mr. Blakesley at Nagar. He found the 
Lutheran ministers put up in a tent near the bungalow: 
“After the usual salutation: I (Fr. Van der Linden) asked 
him whether he had heard of the doings of Gandur 
Ram, zemindar of Kiling. On his answering in the     neg-
ative, I began by telling him that I wanted to bring to 
his notice what had happened. On this he stopped me 
and asked if I wanted to make a complaint. As he gave 
me no alternative but to do so or keep quiet, I said that 
I wanted to bring a complaint. On this I told him what 
had happened at Dadgaon and Bartoli and also the de-
struction of Noas Pracharak’s house. He wrote down 
everything I said and then asked me some questions, 
the whole lasted for fully two hours. I thanked him for 
his trouble.”  
 

It is the first time we hear of Dadgaon, a very large 
village at the extremity of the deep Barway enclove 
that penetrates Jashpur along the Lawa river. The     
village is peopled by men of various castes, among 
whom the Uraons are numerous. The few remaining 
Catholics spoke to me when I (Fr. Vermeire) visited 
them in 1946-48 of the sufferings they had to undergo 
at the hands of the cruel Gandur, who drove the bulk 
of Uraons back into paganism, to the remaining    
Christians left no lands, so that for a long time they had 
none to cultivate. Today, this remainder forms a       
nucleus of good Christians under an able Pracharak 
who looks after them well. Fr. Van der Linden thought 
that nothing further would happen to him after that 
interview; he was not a little surprised to receive some 
days later a letter from Mr. Blakesley asking him to 
come to Mandua Pahad on 2nd April, as he was going to 
make an inquiry on matters concerning the Mission.  
Fr. Van der Linden sent ahead his tent, and on the way 
took Fr. Bressers with him from Noadih. Mandua      
Pahad, called Madhua pahar on the Survey maps, is the 
large hilly jungle between Harri and Sikdi i.e. close to 
Noadih district. Political Agents and other friends used 
to be taken there by the Raja for large hunts. 
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often gave answers that showed they had not             
understood the questions. These nearly all tended to 
elicit from them that they had become Christians to 
get rid of begari, and obtain a diminution of rent. Of 
course these men being all in the service of Gandur, 
i.e. the Raja, abounded in the sense of the questions. 
“After Blakesley, I (Fr. Van der Linden) had to cross-
examine them and I think I succeeded in making them 
admit that they had heard no such promises from the 
mouth of the Padri Saheb, nor even from the Pracha-
raks, but that they only thought this would be the re-
sult, if they became Christians. One only out of 8 per-
sisted in saying that the Padri Saheb had held out such       
promises. Gandur Ram appeared last of all and under 
examination, admitted that the Rajah had lent him 
money to give to those who had abandoned Christiani-
ty. 

 

 “The examination of these 9 men lasted more 
than 6 hrs. and at the end I protested that only        
witnesses on one side had been called, which seemed 
unfair. This Mr. Blakesley admitted and sent a sawar 
(horse mounted police) during the night to call some 
of the remaining Christians of Dadgaon. These arrived 
on Thursday morning, 5 in number and were examined 
from 12 till 4 on that day. They did fairly well,            
especially the catechist whom I asked Mr. Blakesley to 
examine. The first was Lachhman and his son Somra, 
from Dadgaon. The latter had been beaten by Gandur, 
this seemed well proven. It was also proved that     
Gandur Ram had come with 10 or 12 chaprassis 
(masters), and gathered the Christians forcibly on the 
khalihan (threshing floor) to make them eat rice. This 
was meant as a declaration that they went back to  
paganism. Fr. Van der Linden then asked: “Was it 
freely or under coercion that you ate the rice of the 
Sarkari” All replied: under coercion.” The P.A. asked: 
“Did they beat you?” “No, only Somra was beaten.” 
“Then why did you say to the Padri Saheb, that you ate 
the rice under coercion? You must have said that to 
please the Padri Saheb?” One of Fr. Van der Linden’s 
witnesses, was Lunju, the Pracharak of the village. 
Fr.Van der Linden asked the P.A. to question him     
himself. He began: “Did you give hope to the          
Christians that begari would vanish?” “No, never” 
“And the other Pracharak neither?” “Neither.” “Then, 
how to explain that since my arrival in Jashpur 12 or 15 
deputations came to me to complain of begari. They 
were all Christians. Not one pagan among them.” The 
Pracharak could not answer. 

 

Another question that seemed to interest 
much the P.A., was the loans given by the Missionaries 

to the Christians. He said to the Pracharak: “You say 

Fr. Bressers told me (Fr. Vermeire) that Fr. Van 
der Linden and he arrived there about noon. Fr. Van der 
Linden sent immediately to know from the P.A. when 
he expected them to come. The answer was: “Come 
immediately.” As they had taken no breakfast, and the 
interview lasted 7 hrs., they were fasting that day. Mr. 
Blakesley offered them nothing. Fr. Bressers has himself 
written an account of those Proceedings, from his ac-
count: Questions put by the P.A. 
1. Why have you become Christians? 
2. Why have you returned to paganism? 
3. Has any violence been exerted to make you return to 
paganism? [Kuchh dabao (coercion) hua tha? Kuchh 
ummed hua tha. (Some Allurement).] 
4. Did the pagans make you sign a muchilka (a bond)? 

 

To the 1st question, all answered about the same 
way, in the same terms: “Because we hoped to get rid 
in that manner of begari as in Barway.” “Who has given 
you that hope?” “The Pracharaks”; one or two “the   
Padri Sahib of Tongo. To the 2nd question, all or nearly 
all answered: “Because we saw that begari did not di-
minish.” To the 3rd question, all or nearly all answered: 
“No”. It is to be noticed that the P.A. put the questions 
in the above stated Hindi, or Urdu words, which no one 
understood. To the 4th question, all answered: “No”.  It 
was evident that all these witnesses, in favour of the 
Rajah, had been well prepared and the answers had 
been suggested. After this, Fr. Van der Linden was 
asked to cross examine them, and next Mr. Bagehee. 
During that cross-examination was shown that the    
Assamis (cultivators) of Pindih, who have returned to 
paganism, had asked the Rajah to get rid of the Barahil 
(village in charge) and become a village of the Rajah, 
and also to get rid of the sepoy who resided there since 
long, and that this was granted immediately (i.e. on 
their offering to become pagans). “Also came out that 
Gandur Ram had received a loan of Rs. 200/- from the 
State to enable the apostates of Dadgaon to return the 
loans granted by the Padri Saheb. “Fr. Bressers has 
since told me (Fr. Vermeire), that also came out that 
these chaprassis were paid by the Raja and held their 
uniform from him, and that Mr. Blakesley strongly     
objected to State money being diverted to such         
purposes.”   

 

“The inquiry at which Fr. Bressers and I (Fr. Van 
der Linden) assisted was very much favouring one side 
because: a) those examined were the new chaprassis 
appointed by Gandur, b) those had evidently been 
warned whilst we knew absolutely nothing about the 
subject matter of the inquiry. It proceeded in this way: 
Mr. Blakesley began by putting questions. He did not 
know to make himself understood, hence the men 
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that it is not in view of the religion (dharm) that the 
Padri Saheb gives loans. Then, those who have be-
come pagans again, why do they immediately return 
the loan?” The Pracharak could not answer any-
thing. The day before, a witness had answered: 
“Because they fear the interest to be paid might in-
crease.” “Does the Padri Sahib also grant loans to 
the Pagans?” “Yes, sometimes.” It was evident that 
the P.A. stuck to observe all the rules and to prevent 
any accusation of partiality. He asked Fr. Van der 
Linden if he wished to site any other witnesses, that 
he was ready to call them and interrogate them the 
following day. The great defect in the inquiry was 
that it was all conducted by a man, who knew nei-
ther the language nor the customs of the country. As 
interpreter he used a munshi (clerk) who knew not 
better the popular language. Both spoke only  book-
Hindi, which the Jashpur Uraons were unable to un-
derstand.  

 

“They clearly contradicted the sayings of the 
preceding and established that Gandur Ram had 
used force and beaten at least one Christian boy. 
During the whole proceeding Mr. Bagehee, former 
instructor of the Rajah’s son, was present and his 
whole business was to try and prove that the doings 
of Gandur Ram had nothing to do with the Rajah’s 
Government. Hence when he examined the  wit-
nesses he always tried to show that these doings 
had not been reported, and tried to elicit from them 
whether they had brought their grievances to the 
notice of the authorities. Fr. Van der Linden then 
mentions some cases which were certainly known to 
the Rajah, like the treatment meted out to the peo-
ple of Ambakona side for their petition to build a 
chapel; the beating given to 4 men of Bartoli;   Lach-
hman of Dadgaon being forced to make and sign a 
rajinama (bond) and withdraw his complaint, after 
his son had received a beating from Gandur Ram. 
The witnesses of Gandur Ram gave so strikingly the 
same answers that even the pagan chaprassi of Jiling 
said the people of his village became Christians to 
get rid of begari, although they had never been 
Christians at all. About his own Christian witnesses 
brought by the sowar, they all said that they were 
forced to become pagans, but the P.A. seemed un-
willing to believe that they were forced since they 
had not been beaten. One boy Somra, who had real-
ly been beaten spoke out bravely and singled out 
Gandur, clearly telling how he had been beaten and 
he stuck to his guns.   

“From the way the P.A. tried to excuse the 
chief when anything went against him, I (Fr. Van 

der Linden) am afraid that his Report was not in our     
favour. One good result produced was that from that 
day Gandur Ram did no more move about with his 
chaprassies and those that reverted to paganism after 
the inquiry were no more invited to go and dance be-
fore the Rajah at Jashpur Nagar, to show their sup-
posed joy at their perversion. During his stay in Jash-
pur, many women took occasion to complain to Mr. 
Blakesley about the hard way in which they were treat-
ed. They did so while washing his hands (honour done 
as salutation). He seemed much exercised to know why 
only Christian women should do this. A little reflection 
would have shown that all the vexatious measures of 
which they complain, have begun since they became 
Christians. The pagans reproach them with it. The men 
of the Rajah are not slow to let them know that this is 
the reason. What will come out of the enquiry I do not 
know, but I hope Divine Providence will arrange all for 
the best.” 

 

After this Mandua pahad incident there fol-
lowed a break of 6 months before another letter of Fr. 
Van der Linden was received, or at least recorded, by 
the Archbishop.  On 19th October he wrote: “In  Jashpur 
things are quiet, but the chaprassis appointed by Gan-
dur remain in office, and none of those who have 
turned pagans dare to come back. Is there any news 
about the report sent by the Political Agent? He said he 
would send in a report about the inquiry he made at 
Mandua pahad.” Fr. Bressers on 3 August had written: 
“In Jashpur everything is as calm as possible.” Fr. Van 
den Driessche on his return from a tour in the Nich 
Ghat, wrote on 3rd November 1912: “The situation con-
tinues to remain rather calm; at least there is no more 
open persecution like last year, but we are far from 
complete peace.” As on other occasions he does not 
agree with Fr. Van der Linden, whose policy is to keep 
quiet. “The journey of Your Grace to Raipur,” adds Fr. 
Van den Driessche, “and our complaints to the Political 
Agent have least produced this result, to put a stop to 
open persecution. To resolve to remain quiet after this 
first result, would if not be like declaring that we are 
satisfied and give up all other subjects of complaint (no 
leave to build bungalows, chapels, etc.)?” 

 

Fr. Van der Linden’s policy was certainly not the 
one represented here, but he was against continual 
complaints from almost everything with the risk of 
turning the local administration more and more against 
the Missionaries. There is no denying that Fr. Van den 
Driessche was a splendid Missionary, but there is also 
no denying that if he had the prudence, tact and       
diplomacy of Fr. Van der Linden, the interests of the 
mission would have been served much better. The 
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18.01.2020   Late Josephina Tigga (80), mother of Fr. Ranjit Tigga, SJ 

(Provincial) expired in Holy Cross Hospital, Kunkuri  

19.01.2020   Br. Arockiasamy Sebastian SJ  (MDU, 72/52)  

20.01.2020   Fr. Thomas Pullenkave SJ  (CCU, 80/37)  

21.01.2020   Fr. Joachim D Mello SJ  (GOA, 68/46)  

27.01.2020   Fr. Lankapalli Prasad SJ  (AND, 54/34) 

calm was but a passing phase. On 7th December, Fr. 
Van der Linden wrote again: “I am just back from a 
short tour in Jashpur. As I have already told Your 
Grace, those Christians who have resolutely refused to 
turn pagans are left in comparative tranquility. Those 
who have externally renounced Christianity find it very 
difficult to come back as you can judge from what   fol-
lows: 

“On 24 November 1912, six men of Bhudkela 
had gone to church at Bartoli. On their way home, they 
were met by Gandur Ahir, zemindar of Kiling, who    
reproached them for their going to church. The next 
day Kotre, the Bhudkela chaprassi of Gandur, went to 
report them at Nagar. On Wednesday, a sepoy came to 
take the 6 men to Nagar and they were brought before 
the Chief. He told them: “You have once renounced 
Christianity, why do you go to church again, will you 
give up going to church yes or no?” They answered: 
“We have been deceived in renouncing Christianity 
and we will continue going to church.” On this the 
Chief told them: “Go and make girja everyday if you 
like, but leave your land and village.” Some wanted 
them to sign a document by which they gave up their 
land but the men boldly refused. 

 

He then relates that on passing through 
Bhudkela he saw 2 sepoys taking 7 men of Bhudkela to 
Nagar for begari. There they wrestled that they would 

be allowed to go home if they gave up going to 
church and promised it. They answered that they 
were ready to go to Raipur (headquarters of the P.A.), 
if necessary, but would continue to go to church. I 
hear today that they have been allowed to go home.” 
He says that Jadia and Tukutola, who have come back, 
had been treated similarly. “I went to their village and 
learned that 17 men had been taken to Nagar. There 
also they were told to give up going to church and on 
their refusal were told to carry wood and then al-
lowed to go home with threats that they would get 
worse from the Chief, who was then at Nagar. I think 
if those men keep steady no great harm will be done 
to them, but it is hard to resist threats coming from 
the Chief himself. Several other villages are only 
waiting for a favourable occasion to come back. And if 
they do come back they will be better Christians than 
before, for they will have come for the sake of reli-
gion itself.” (To be contd.) 

- Compiled by Fr. Agapit Tirkey, SJ 

Kindly send your News and Photos by 25th of every month to:  
 <mapsj.information@gmail.com> and a copy to <mapsocius@yahoo.co.in> 

 

            FEBRUARY  

 
01   Toppo Amit  
03   Minj Sameer  
05   Hadde Basil  
08   Kujur Ajay Kumar  
08   Toppo Virendra  
10   Kujur Ajay  
12   Tigga Satyaprakash  
13   Xalxo Fabianus  
14   Ekka Basant  
18   Tirkey Vincent   
20   Kujur Albester  
20   Kujur Alok  
20   Toppo Amritlal (R) 
21   Tigga Nilesh  
21   Toppo Binod Kumar  
23   Lakra Almon  
24   Tirkey Stanislaus  
24   Toppo Manibhiushan  
26   Toppo Pratap  
27 Toppo Silas 

    

 

 

 

 

 

MARCH 

 
02   Toppo Anuranjan  
03   Ekka Godfried  
03   Khalkho Prabhu Narayan  
04   Tirkey Sikander  
05   Xalxo Ravi  
05   Baxla Roshan  
06   Xalxo Amarjeet  
08   Tigga Ashwin  
09   Badne Rajkumar  
10   Ekka Cornelius (R)  
11   Lakra Nelson  
11   Minj Cyril  
12   Beck William 
16   Lakra Pingal    
13   Beck Cyril  
18   Minj Fabianus  
20   Tigga Santosh  
21   Lakra Edwin  
22   Tirkey Michael  
24   Kujur Charles  
26   Tigga Robert Pradeep  
28   Ekka Michael  
28   Kerketta Bartholomis  
28   Tirkey Herman  
29   Toppo Abraham  
30   Lakra Shailendra 
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REMEMBERING THOSE WHO HAVE LEFT US  
IN FEBRUARY FOR ETERNAL REST 

S.N. NAME DEATH BIRTH 

01 Br. Joseph Solozabal, SJ 01 Feb 1984 30-01-1905 

02 Fr. William Missiaen, SJ 06 Feb 2013 12-04-1921 

03 Fr. John Ancot, SJ 07 Feb 1983 07-07-1899 

04 Fr. Jules Hens, SJ 22 Feb 1983 21-09-1902 

05 Fr. George Lakra, SJ 25 Feb 1985 25-04-1932 

06 Fr. Henry Geerts, SJ 26 Feb 1983 13-09-1905 


