
OFFICIAL…...

FR. GENERAL HAS APPOINTED

Fr. Jerome Stanislaus D’ Souza, SJ, - President of South Asian Assistancy, (POSA). He has been the 
Provincial of Karnataka Province since 2014

Fr. Sebastian Jeerakassery, SJ (DEL), the Provincial of Delhi, as Assistant General Treasurer, General 
Curia. Fr. Jeera is the Provincial of Delhi Province since Dec. 2016.

Fr Boniface Panna, SJ (MAP), Rector of Satya Nilayam, Chennai, on 02 April 2020. He took charge on 
12 April, 2020.

POSA HAS APPOINTED

Fr. Anthony Mattapallil (PAT) – Spiritual Father to DNC Theologians, 
            Pune, from June2020

Fr. Siji Chacko (PAT)   –   Additional charge, Conference Communication Coordinator

Fr Joy Karayampuram (PAT) Coordinator for “Safeguarding work”, along with Frs. Stanislaus Alla 
(AND), Konrad Noronha (BOM), Joye James (KER), Sr. Tersa Paul CSC. (7th Nov, 2019)

Thanks to Fr Thomas Anthonysamy (PAT) who served as Tertian Instructor at Goa; Co-Tertian Instruc-
tor Kandy.

FR. PROVINCIAL HAS APPOINTED

With effect from July
Ignatius Topno – Principal, SXCE

Gabriel Michael – Asst. PP, Chenari

 PROVINCIAL’S PROGRAMME

MAY - JUNE 2020

Provincial will be in office and visit our communities. 
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR

A Meeting for the Discernment of Province Apostolic Planning at Atmadarshan is indefinitely postponed 
till further notice. Similarly, the Province Days to be held in May are also indefinitely postponed.  

Fr. Anand Kerketta will pronounce his final vows at Prabhat, Sakri on 13 May 2020 at 11:00 a.m.

Fr. Christu Savariraj will pronounce his final vows at St. Xavier’s, Patna on 24 May 2020 at 6.00 pm.

CONGRATULATIONS

In the Education World magazine, April issue, St Xavier’s College of Education, Patna, is ranked 78th 
among 240 top private autonomous colleges in India.  
Congratulations to Fr. Thomas Perumalil, SJ, the Principal and the staff for their hard work!

EDITOR’S NOTE 
On the occasion of the centenary of the Patna Jesuit Mission (1921-2021), the Ganga Lahar presents a 
supplement aimed at bringing alive to our readers the history of the mission and the legacy of our veteran 
missionaries. We are grateful to Fr. Jose Kalapura, SJ, our historian and Director of XISR, for briefly 
presenting the vast history.

 LOCAL REPORTS

ARA: The Parish Priest, Fr. Francis Palliparambil added many more Parishioners to the WhatsUp Group 
of Ara Parish which was a great help to be in touch with the Parishioners during this lock down period. On 
all the Sundays, especially during the Holy Week, readings and reflections were shared among this group. 
You Tube videos of Mass and other li-
turgical celebrations too were regularly 
forwarded to them. The parish members 
were encouraged to attend the online 
Masses, link to which was given to them 
beforehand. The timing of Holy Week 
Liturgy was shared with the group so 
that all could sit at home and join us who 
were here in the parish church celebrat-
ing. They had been already instructed 
as to how to prepare themselves and the 
family for Video Mass, Adoration, Way 
of the Cross, Spiritual Communion, Confession etc.   I think it was much appreciated by the Parishioners.  
I will not be surprised if this has helped to foster family prayer in which, as some reported, attendance was 
really encouraging and was an unforgettable experience. 
Our school gate remains closed as a result of the extension of the national lockdown due to COVID-19. 
Since the admission process was almost 75% complete, the online classes for the new academic session 
began at the beginning of the month. Both the teachers and students are introduced to the new way of 
teaching-learning through online classes. We received mostly positive responses both from the students as 
well as parents. The school office and accounts office could function with fewer office staff to complete the 
admission process, even then we couldn’t complete it as the parents didn’t want to take any risk, which we 
encouraged and appreciated. If the first year’s admission, already 420 and more than 80 forms yet to be re-

Ganga Lahar, May - June 2020

Page 02



turned, to St. Xavier’s, Ara, is any indication of its acceptability, we have all the reason to feel satisfied that 
we have responded to a long felt need of the general public of Ara. Our hunch is that in the coming years, 
we will be facing a big rush for admission. 
The old Middle school building is given a face lift, now that it is going to be St. Xavier’s, ICSE, English 
Medium School.  Fr. Alwyn D’ Souza and Fr. Jacob and Fr. Amalan of Buxar Diocese together are burning 
midnight oil in planning and executing it. Shifting Middle school to High School campus and finding and 
creating space for both the schools in the existing structure are no easy task. We want to make sure that in no 
way our Hindi Medium students are inconvenienced, if anything we want to provide them better facilities 
than before. 
When everything is said and done, I would say Covid – 19 was not after all that bad for us.  We took ad-
vantage of the occasion and rested and relaxed.  We sat together and chatted a lot, something that rarely 
happens. We took time out for some deep reflection and prayer too which could be gauged by the level to 
which our conversation rose: The mystery of death, puzzle that is life, its meaning and end, our need to be 
totally dependent on God, the necessity of accepting His plan and project for the universe, our intercon-
nectedness to all creatures etc.   Then, deeply aware and sensitive to the plight of the poor who are the most 
affected by this lock down, we reached out to the most deserving with dry Ration Kits. A few of our staff 
and well-wishers readily helped us to do the needed survey, obtain permission from the officials, buy food 
materials from the wholesalers,  packing and then reaching them to the people, mostly Mushars. We distrib-
uted around 400 dry Ration Kits. Some of our family members substantially donated for this work of mercy. 
Two or three parishioners too came forward offering financial help. What a time we are going through.  It 
is the worst of time. It is the best of time.
                                                 - Francis Palliparambil

AURANGABAD: The school remained closed as per the direction of the Government but the academ-
ic activities remained open for every student. It was thoughtful to have the online classes for the students 
during the lockdown period. We looked for various options for online class. We collected the Whatsapp 
number of most of the students and created the groups for each class. At last, we started the online class 
on 09 April for the Senior sections and on 13 April for the Junior sections. Now each day, all the teachers 
are busy taking online classes, giving assignments, correcting home-works, taking tests, etc. Many parents 
have appreciated the efforts and initiatives taken by the school administration regarding online classes. Frs. 
Saji and Manish are busy observing the classes and doing other office works in the absence of office staff. 
The helping hand of Fr. Norbert is tremendous during this time. His expertise was helpful in academic 
scheduling in the midst of COVID-19. He helps out in preparing the various worksheets for our students 
to be given online. Each day, we are busy learning something new and innovative regarding school admin-
istration. Sch. Pramod is seen everywhere with his service to the community and school. Since our cook 
could not return from his home due to lockdown, we have our night guard Noel cooking for us. Sometimes, 
we too try our culinary skills in the kitchen. The vegetable garden planted by Fr. Albert T., and Br. Abra-
ham came to much use during this time. We have some fresh vegetables from our garden. The Easter cele-
bration was like the First Easter. We were all locked inside the campus. It was quiet and prayerful. We had 
the liturgy of the Paschal Triduum among ourselves. In the midst of death and despair, we searched for the 
deeper meaning of the resurrection. 
The social action centre played a supportive role during the pandemic. Through our supervisors, animators 
and teachers in 19 Musahar villages, we first tried to find out if any family is in dire need of ration. Fortu-
nately, the District Administration had allowed the daily wagers to work in the field for harvesting. Hence, 
we focused our attention on a few things, such as, creating awareness and safety measures regarding the 
spread of the disease, ensuring that all our target group families receive their monthly ration, take deliv-
ery of the gas cylinder given by the Government and obtain the benefits of Jandhan Yojana of the Prime 
Minister. In the last 15 days, we helped 125 families in getting new ration cards. We also supported NGOs 
in distributing masks and precautionary medicines. We collaborated with Jeevan Sangham, Bodhgaya by 
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financially contributing to the distribution of dry rations to the needy in Bodhgaya District. With all these 
uncertainties, we look with hope and trust to the Lord that he may turn our gloom into joy soon. As we 
have begun the month of May, we as community come together every evening for the Holy Rosary and the 
Marian prayer of the Holy Father.  
                                                              -Manish Osta 
GAUNAHA: St. Xavier’s school campus, Gaunaha, is converted into one of the quarantine centers at 
the Block level from 28 April 2020. 84 migrant workers (23 women; 61 men) have been accommodated in 
our campus. They have walked miles from Allahabad, Lucknow, Azamgarh, Faizabad and Gorakhpur and 
got tested negative before being admitted in our campus. We got the campus enclosed with the help of the 

local Mukhiya to ensure social distancing and 
safety. We have ensured regular medical check-
ups, nutritious meals and social distancing for 
the people in quarantine.
 
Gaunaha community underwent deeper reflec-
tions and discernment during the lockdown to 
distribute ration to the 215 most deserving fam-
ilies and persons like widows, elders, different-
ly-abled, leprosy patients and Bengali refugees. 
Each family was given rice-5 kgs, daal-1 kg, 
soya bean-250 gram, half a litre of mustard oil, 

beaten rice-1 kg, jaggery-250 gram, soaps - 2 pieces, biscuits-2 packets. Since there was a problem of mo-
bility and  availability of ration, we gave the responsibility to our staff to feed the hungry in their respective 
villages. They were encouraged to share with the needy whatever they had. They themselves identified 
about 58 widows, aged and sick people who were given ration in the first week of April.  Networking with 
the Mukhiyas and ward members, tola sevaks and Vikas mitra around 78 people in quarantine centers were 
given ration. With the cooperation of SHG women and adolescent girls of our tailoring centers, we orga-
nized mass scale mask making initiative in 6 tailoring centers. The girls stitched about 3680 masks for fam-
ilies in 8 villages and distributed them. Moreover, we spent quality time in community recreation, reading, 
reflection and prayer during the lockdown.                  -Babu Jagadeepan

JEEVAN SANGHAM, BODHGAYA: The regular activities of Bodhgaya Jesuit Inter-religious 
Dialogue Ministry (Bodhgaya Jesuit Peace Mission) came to a stand-still in March-April due to the complete 
closure of schools and colleges or rather due to Covid-19 Lock-down. But there was no closure of hearts 
and connectedness among our Inter-religious friends 
in Bodhgaya and Gaya areas. One who stands out tall 
among them all is Ven. Amjila Baba, the Head monk 
of the Tibetan Monastery in Bodhgaya that belongs 
to His Holiness the Dalai Lama’s sect of Buddhism. 
Hearing the news of many families suffering without 
food on account of lock-down, he gathered around 
Rs. 90,000 so that we could distribute to about 177 
families dry ration enough for for two weeks of 
consumption. A group of some more Inter-religious 
friends, namely Ven. Deki and Ven Tashi of Buddhist 
Root Institute, Bodhgaya, and Dr. Anjum Nes, a Muslim Professor of Magadh University, collected about 
Rs. 10000 to distribute ration to another 15 poor families. The Bodhgaya Jesuit Peace Mission served as 
the bridge to reach the food to the remote villages where the poor families live. Though there is closure and 
lock-down everywhere there is no closure of connectedness, compassion, charity and generosity among our 

Page 04
Ganga Lahar, April 2020



Inter-religious friends here in Bodhgaya. The unity, co-operation, generosity and trust that the Bodhgaya 
Jesuit Peace Mission has established among friends from different religions in Bodhgaya signal a bright 
future for our Inter-religious Dialogue Ministry in Bodhgaya and Bihar. 
Jivan Sangham has put in a mechanism whereby we are daily in touch with the animators and community 
leaders to identify any person in real need and also to identify those who are coming from outside and in-
forming the BDO so that administration is aware of them for follow up. Meanwhile with donations from 
Jesuit and other institutions, Jeevan Sangham, Bodhgaya, reached out with dry ration to mostly musahar 
families in Bodhgaya, Sherghati and Barachatti blocks. We also distributed 545 masks stitched by SRA 
sisters, Bodhgaya, who are also actively involved in the distribution of ration.   - Eucharist Lawrence

K. R. CAMPUS, BETTIAH:  In the month of April, we had a number of events taking place during 
the lockdown. The month of April was filled with  happenings at small level, even though we are confined 
to our campus. Mostly we restricted ourselves within the campus and continued to engage in formation and 
education ministries. We strongly experience the guidance and support of the Almighty in our daily minis-
terial life. All of us are safe and healthy in the campus.
St. Xavier’s HS School began new session with online classes. Having online classes was a new, creative 
and leaning experience for the staff and students. Sincere thanks to Frs. George Nedumattam and Rich-
ard D’Souza for initiating this wonderful use of technology for the leaning purpose of students. Now the 
classes are in full swing with minor network disturbances. On 03 April, K R Candidates House welcomed 
Fr. Albert Abraham as the acting director and thanked Fr. Gabriel Michael, the outgoing director, for his 
services. All the fathers at KR made their online retreat before Easter. Frs. TM Joseph and Christopher 
Kerketta made full retreat in complete isolation. KR Community had meaningful services of Maundy 
Thursday, Good Friday and Easter vigil. Fr. Richard D’ Souza offered the vigil mass.

The Community is grateful to the Rector, Fr. Joe Maripuram and the minister, Fr. Paul Varickamthotty 
and George Nedumattam for making necessary arrangements for the distribution of dry ration to 200 
families in nearby villages. We are glad to have Fr Remy Sah (DEL) with us. He was in Bettiah to visit 
his sister, but due to the lockdown he could not return. He is here with us and takes time out to be with the 
candidates as well. The candidates were also delighted to have him as he shared his vocation and religious 
life with them. 
On 19 April, the candidates had campus picnic. These days the second year candidates are having English 
classes by Fr. TM Joseph and the first years are attending online classes. Along with studies, the candidates 
are also busy preparing farewell programs. On 28th April, the KRCH bid farewell to Frs. Gabriel Michael, 
George Nedumattam and Sch. Ashish Paul with cultural program and fellowship meal. On 29 April, Fr. 
Lawrence Pascal joined KR community. He is at his home. He had come to Bettiah on an official work and 
could not return to Patna due to lockdown.          - Ashish Paul

KURJI PARISH: The ongoing life threat-
ening pandemic had paralyzed all activities of 
the month. Nevertheless, the parish team did not 
surrender to the danger of pandemic. On 03 April, 
in preparation for the Holy Week as well as to 
gain strength and courage to be part of people’s 
suffering, we joined St. Michael’s community 
for a day of recollection. In spite of lockdown, 
we reached out to meet the spiritual needs of our 
people, especially the sick and aged, in different 

ways. Indeed, we were united with the people through prayers as the Holy Week witnessed the peak of 
lockdown due to COVID-19. We were concerned and worried about the parishioners for not being able to 
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be part of the Holy Week Services. However, all the services of the Holy Week were video graphed and were 
uploaded in the Kurji Parish You Tube Chanel through which people could pray and be part of the Services. 
The parish team thanks and congratulates Mr. Ajit Julius, Mr. Vijay Xalxo, Mr. Navin Anthony and Mr. Mel-
wyn Lobo for making the telecast possible. We were also blessed through different lay units for their contin-
ued presence with us in reaching out to people. It was an encouraging experience with regard to lay collab-
oration. On the other hand, with the generosity of some of the parishioners, we helped the neediest people 
with dry rations. On 18 April, Fr. Donald Miranda, the Provincial, came for visitation to Kurji Parish. His 
presence and interaction was encouraging and motivating. With the hard work of Fr. Junas Kujur, a small 
vegetable garden is made in our campus. Soon, we are hoping to enjoy the fruits and share them with you if 
lockdown continues. In a unique measure, this Easter was a tangible experience of the resurrection of Jesus 
as we reached out to the poor and the deserted with spiritual and material food. Let us continue our prayers 
for the healing of the world from the pandemic.                                                      - Nicholas

LOYOLA SADAN, LUCKNOW: The month of April filled our hearts with peace, joy and hap-
piness of the Risen Christ. During the second week of April, we had many spiritual experiences. We cele-
brated Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday in the novitiate itself. During this 
Holy week, we had Triduum conducted by Fr. Christopher. We had monthly spiritual meetings with Fr. 
Christopher which regenerated us. He is concerned about our spiritual life as well as physical and academ-
ic lives. He comes to the games field as well as to our vegetable garden to teach us many things. We have 
improved more and more in many areas of our life through his help and his classes on the Constitutions 
and spiritual classes. Fr. George Ayyankanal is concerned about our health. He gives many precautions to 
protect ourselves from dangers. He is also taking care of our spiritual needs through the Scripture classes. 
He manages to get food materials from outside in spite of the many difficulties. Fr. William D’ Souza, took 
care of other community’s spiritual needs during the Holy week. He is inspiring us in many ways through 
his exemplary life. We are waiting to see our Novice Master Fr. Vimal Kishore who is struck in Patna due 
lockdown.                   - Sidhu

READ, BETTIAH:  The lockdown caused by 
Covid-19 brought greater misery and chaos to all of us. We 
have suspended all the classes and sent all our students to 
their homes. READ has also cancelled all the village cen-
ters and rural operations. Fr. Joyson Fernandes who had 
gone to Delhi to attend the Leadership Training program 
couldn’t travel back due to the lockdown. Though READ 
had suspended all the regular activities, we extended our 
helping hand to the poor and needy by distributing Dry Ra-
tion and sanitary items to the poor families in 9 blocks of 
West Champaran district. Thanks to Fr. Anil and Team for 
making the distribution work possible and effective by obtaining necessary permission and assistance from 
the District administration. Our animators and supervisors also did a wonderful job in collecting the data 
and helped us in the smooth functioning of distribution of relief material. Now a days, we are busy harvest-
ing wheat and maize; the untimely rains have badly damaged the standing crops.                   - Robert Razeem

SANJIVAN NIWAS: We witnessed a number of campus based activities in April as a lively and 
spirited community. Fr. Mathew Chemplany spiritually guided us into the Holy week by leading us into 
a day of recollection and sharing. We had the Holy week celebrations quietly and prayerfully praying for 
nations. It was a moment of deep internal union with the suffering brethren all over the world. The Holy 
Spirit Sisters joined us for the Eucharistic celebrations during the Holy week. Fr. Lawrence Paschal who 
went to Bettiah for official work is still stuck over there due to the lockdown. The B.Ed. Scholastics had 
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our online classes and assignments regularly. We enjoyed the 
community spirit and fellowship by doing some special activ-
ities in quarantine. Scholastics Amul, Punit and Savari, look 
after the cleanliness of the house and the campus accompanied 
by Fr. Sushil and Br. Manoj. We prepared mango pickles and 
chips. We generously extended our help to cut drumstick trees 
for SND Sisters at Sevashram. With the initiative of Fr. Sushil, 
We helped financially 22 catholic families with a small amount. 
We also distributed rations to more than 80 poor families of our 
neighbourhood. The community members cheerfully packed 

the rations with the help of SND Sisters of Sevashram to help the needy. Fr. Provincial`s visitation on 25 
and 26 April helped us to manifest ourselves and grow deeper in the spirit of our Jesuit charism. In the eve-
nings, we have special adoration and rosary praying for the victims of corona virus.
                           - Amul Jacob

SEVA SADAN, RATANPURWA: The pandemic crisis 
and lockdown brought to a standstill our usual education and 
social action activities but did not deter our spirit. It provided an 
opportunity to visit many of the neighbouring villages of Man-
jhi and Dom communities in Bagaha -2 block and get to know 
the ground reality of our people who depend on daily labour for 
their survival. The Seva Sadan, Ratanpurwa community along 
with FSMA sisters swung into action by doing a survey and 
making a list of the beneficiaries to be reached out with relief 
materials. With the help of the local police administration, we 
distributed dry ration to 634 Manjhi and Dom families of 16 
hamlets under Chihutaha and Semra Police Stations. It took seven days to reach out to these deserving 
villagers as we had to follow strictly the norms of the government such as social distancing, using sanitizer 
and masks etc. Amidst lockdown, Br. Vijay managed to get the harvest done with difficulty due to untimely 
rain.                  - Stephenraj

ST. MICHAEL’S, PATNA:  Fr. Provincial came for the visitation from 18 to 21 April. It was a peri-
od of grace for all of us.. He addressed the community after meeting all of us individually. The school team, 
headed by the Principal went on to pack all the books for the children as the book distributors were unable 
to come to Patna. Since we didn’t get the permission to reach the books to the parents, we had arranged them 
in separate classrooms for the distribution. Fr. Armstrong wrote letters to the official and moved forward to 
get permission to distribute the books to the students. We finally got the permission on 25 April to distribute 
the books to the parents. A detailed time table was designed for the parents to come in small numbers and 
take the books. We had three Book Counters in which Frs. Armstrong, Francis and Johnson sat along 

with our office staff to distribute the books to the parents. It was 
well arranged for all the parents to take the books and all of us 
felt happy that the students now have the access to the books and 
notebooks. Fr. Armstrong joined the food distribution in Pat-
liputra Railway station arranged by the IRCTC. We celebrated 
the birthday of Fr. Kalyanus Minj (MAP) on 25 April 2020. All 
of us attended the webinar meeting of Fr. General on 30 April 
2020. We had a prayer service followed by refreshments for all 
our supporting staff on 01 May to mark the day of International 
Workers’ Day. 
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SXCE: At the time of total Lockdown, the College of Education had the honour of leading the organiza-
tion of a Webinar on “Academic Challenges and Role of Teachers during Lockdown” from 21 and 22 April, 
2020. Along with the Principal, the college faculty had a couple of meetings through Zoom App and Google 
Meet App to organize the logistics of the webinar. The college created history as the leading institution in 
Bihar to organize such an event. The principal of SXCMT, Fr. Tomy Nihsant played the role of a Good Sa-
maritan to help the college to provide the link for the webinar from their Google meet App subscribed. Most 
of the resource persons were from outside Bihar except the Dean & Head, School of Educational Training 
and Research from Aryabhatta Knowledge University, Patna, who delivered the Valedictory speech. The 
college places on record the role of Mr. Piyush Verma, who went out of his way to help the college with 
his technical knowledge. At that time, most of the teachers were busy taking classes online. Meanwhile 
Fr. Ignatius Topno has been inducted as one of the members of editorial board in International Journal 
of Advance Research (IJAR) which  is an open access, double blind peer-reviewed International Journal 
recognized by UGC.
RESPONSE TO COVID-19: We as a community decided to reach out to the needy and extended 
our help to Prabhat Social Centre, Sakri who helped out the physically challenged people and other needy 
persons at the time of this lockdown. We also helped Chenari Jesuit community to help the needy persons.  
At our campus the Alumni had arranged the relief distribution to the really needy people through a survey 
conducted by them. They were given the coupons on the previous day and then came to collect the dry ra-
tion. The ration distribution was in three phases and covered about 950 families. Some of our parents also 
contributed to the alumni and the Principal and other school men gave a helping hand in the distribution of 
the ration.              
             - Francis Chinnappan

VIDYA NIWAS, VARANASI: All in Vidya Niwas, Varanasi, are fine amidst the corona virus crisis. 
With all the ups and downs that go with this crisis and the lockdown, we are all ok. Fr. Prakash Louis 
and Anil D Almeida of Karnataka Province who is with us, were in the Bishop’s House working with the 
Diocese of Varanasi in its response to the covid crisis. Under the leadership of Bishop Eugene Joseph and 
in collaboration with the priests, religious and volunteers, the Diocese was able to accompany over 14,000 
families with family package. The high risk families were identified and supported. Over 2,000 Muslim 
families were provided with relief. Now during the Ramzan, another 2,000 poor Muslim families were 
provided with special Ramzan package. Fr. Raymond Cherubim held the fort. During the Holy Week, we 
spent special time in prayer. We also helped out in the masses and services that were telecast from our parish 
to the faithful.                                                   -Prakash Louis

XAVIER BHAWAN:  Our senior citizens are 
cheerful and healthy amidst the lockdown, thanks to the 
generosity and dedication of our co-workers who stayed 
in Xavier Bhawan during the lockdown. Bro. Joseph Ul-
lattil who joined Xavier Bhawan on 28 February is active 
making pickles. Fr. Sevanand, our local doctor, is busy 
preparing medicines and relieving the pain of the senior 
citizens with his massage and medicines. Br. Francis 
Thattaparambil is relishing the company of the fellow 
Jesuits at Xavier Bhawan. After a grand farewell from 
Sanjivan Niwas, Fr. Thomas Karthanam joined XB community on 03 May and was warmly welcomed 
by his friends in the Lord. Fr. Vimal Kishore who came to Atmadarshan to give a course, is also in Xavier 
Bhawan due to lockdown. Frs. Rajesh Jacob and Gyan Prakash make all the necessary arrangements for 
the smooth functioning of XB during the lockdown. Thanks administrators !
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XTTI CAMPUS: St. Xavier’s College responded to the pandemic situation by the distribution of 
ration among the poor in our neighborhood. The sisters of St Joseph’s Provincialate, Digha Ghat, did the 
packing. As on 02 May, we have distributed ration to 2203 families. The Jesuits of XTTI community, Mr 
Pawan Kumar (coworker), Mr Surendar Manjhii, Mr Mitesh Kumar, Ms Priyanka Kumari (social workers) 
and many volunteers helped us in identifying the needy families and distributing coupons to the people.  
Institutions like St Xavier’s School, Patna; Sacred Heart Provincialate, Congregation of Jesus Provinci-
alate, Fatima Mata Susamachar Kendra and Sanjivan Niwas have contributed to the fund.  The staff and 
students of our college also contributed their bit.  The relatives, well-wishers and friends of some of us 
chipped in their share too.  Altogether, we have received a total of Rs 4,37,988/- as on 30 April, 2020.  
Besides these, Mr. Ajay Kumar, the Director of NSS, has reached out to many people.  Our students who 
belong to Youth for Free India (YFI) collected funds from their friends and relatives and distributed ration 
to the needy.  Mr. Farhan Khalid and many students distributed ration to poor families in their own person-
al effort. Professors continue to conduct online classes to complete the syllabus. The college has licensed 
version of Google Meet app for this purpose. Many professors are doing online courses to update their 
area of specialization. Online application form for the academic year 2020-21 is available from college 
website: www.xaviercollegepatna.org       - Sebastian Alphonse

XAVIER NILAYA:  The month of April was a silent and a 
prayerful one. We had the fear of Corona-Virus looming over us. 
During the Holy Week, we had the services as scheduled for us 
alone. Fr. Philip Cheruthuruthy stayed with us for about a month. 
On 28 April, he returned to Atma-Shakti, Bangalore. Fr. Daniel 
Raj accompanied him. The candidates set to begin plus-two are 
being taught by the resident Jesuit staff their subject matters each 
day. In spite of their academic engagements, the candidates con-
duct adorations beautifully, with their personal reflections, with-
out any help from the staff. In this situation, the aunties and un-
cles and Mr. Dass Anna, our cook, help us by their timely services towards us. Besides our daily prayers for 
them, we are obliged to thank them all. We are instructed by our Director well, and so the norms and regula-
tions are well followed by all the community members without fail. We keep the ethos of social distance and 
wearing the masks ever in mind so as to avoid creating panic to all who care for us and not to subject ourselves 
to unnecessary interrogation by the police. It was a great opportunity for us to be a part of the two NGOs for 
the relief work, for the poor and needy, at St. Joseph’s College and Jesuit Niwas respectively. For about two 
weeks, we helped out there. The DGP of Bangalore came and appreciated and encouraged all the volunteers 
at the venue with his words and by his very presence.             - Sanjeev 

REQUESTING YOUR PRAYERS
FOR THE SICK: 
Fr. Paul Jackson was admitted in KHFH with stomach ailment. He is better now in XB.

FOR THE DEPARTED:
Mr. Abraham (94) brother of Fr. Joseph Vellaringatt, SJ, expired on 06 April 2020 in Kerala.
Mrs. Mariamma Joseph (88), mother of Fr. Anto Joseph, SJ, expired on 07 April 2020 in Kerala.
Fr. Jose Javier Aizpun, SJ, (GUJ 90/72) died on 10 April, 2020 in Buenos Aires, Argentina.
Mrs. Aneyamma (65), younger sister of Fr. Mathew Kattathara, SJ, died on 14 April 2020.
Mrs. Annakutty, (83), elder sister of Fr. Joy Karyampuram, SJ, died on 25 April 2020 in Kerala.
Mr. Elias Lakra, father of Fr. Deepak Lakra, S.J., died on 29 April 2020.
Fr Michael Hawkins, SJ (DAR), 83/63 died on 30 April at Pickering, Toronto, Canada.
Fr. Jerome D’Souza SJ (BOM), 70/45, passed away 01 May 2020 at Andheri, Mumbai. 
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Assistancy Appointments by POSA
Between 1st Oct, 2019 – 30th Apr, 2020.

JDV Pune:
Fr Herman Tirkey (MAP) – Add. charge., Secretary and Trea-
surer, of Jnana Deepa and Jesuit Educational Trusts, JDV Pune, 
w.e.f. 1st Jan 2020.
Fr Ryan Rodrigues (KAR) - JDV for Trial Teaching, w.e.f. 1st 
Jun 2020; resides at DNC.

Papal Seminary Pune:
Fr George Cordeiro (BOM)- Add Charge,- Moderator of Philos-
ophers, Papal Seminary, w.e.f. 15 Sep, 2019.
Fr Dinesh Braganza (GUJ) - Spiritual Director of Philosophers 
Papal Seminary, w.e.f. 15th Sep, 2019.
Fr Vincent Crasta (KAR) - Secretary, Papal Seminary Trust 
w.e.f. 01st  Jan 2020.
Fr V.M. Jose (DUM) - Treasurer, Papal Seminary, w.e.f. 1st Jan 
2020

DNC Pune:
Fr Richard Lopes (GUJ)  - Add Charge, Secretary DNC Trust, 
w.e.f. 1st Jan, 2020.
Fr Patrick Arockiaraj (PUN) - Residing at DNC community 
with immediate effect.
Fr Martin G. Pragasam (AND) - Residing at DNC communi-
ty from June 2020.
Fr Anthony Andrade (DEL)- Spiritual Guide to DNC Philoso-
phers, from June 2020.
Fr Anthony Mattapallil (PAT) - Spiritual Director to DNC 
Theologians from 1st June, 2020

S.N Chennai:
Fr Satyabalan Arokiasamy (CEN) - Satya Nilayam, Chennai for 
Trial Teaching w.e.f. 1st Jun 2020.
Fr Vinod Soreng (RAN) - Librarian of Satya Nilayam, w.e.f. 1st 
April, 2020, in addition to Teaching.

VJ Delhi:
Fr Sunil Padannamakkel (KER)- Add. Charge Treasurer VJ, 
w.e.f. 15th June, 2020.
Fr Boniface D’Souza (KHM) - Spiritual Director VJ w.e.f. June 
end 2020

ISI-D:
Fr Anthony Dias (BOM) JESA Secretary, w.e.f. 1st June, 
2020:Office in ISI_D, Residence Jor Bagh 

Sadhana Institute:
Br. Anthony Arockiasamy (KHM)  - Administrator and Secre-
tary of Sadhana Institute and Trust, w.e.f. 1st June 2020.

Kandy Tertianship:
Fr Jose Jacob Maruthukunnel (KER)- Co-Tertian Instructor at 
Kandy Tertianship w.e.f. 1st May, 2020.

Conference Development Office (New Delhi):
Fr Siji Chacko (PAT) - Add. charge Conference Communica-
tion Coordinator for three years w.e.f. 25th April, 2020.

Ms. Elsy Samuel GIAN and Conference Coordinator for Ecol-
ogy, w.e.f. 15th  May, 2020.

JRS Mission:
Fr Alex G., SJ (JAM) -  JRS Afghanistan Mission
Fr Robert Rodrigues (KAR) - JRS Afghanistan Mission
Fr Jesu Raja Raju (MDU) - JRS Afghanistan Mission

Studies for Conference Common Works:
Fr Ronald Lawrence Serrao (KAR) Assigned to Common 
Works, for Islamic Studies Residing at ISI_D Hostel.

Fr Mudhin Francis (KER) - To Study Arabic & Urdu at Henry 
Martin Institute, Hyderabad; residing in the hostel on campus.

Assistancy Committees:
Fr Lancy Lobo (GUJ) & Ms. Auxilia Peter Resource persons to 
JFFSA. (7th Nov, 2019).

Fr Joy Karayampuram (PAT) Coordinator for “Safeguard-
ing work”, along with Frs. Stanislaus Alla (AND), Konrad 
Noronha (BOM), Joye James (KER), Sr. Tersa Paul CSC. (7th 
Nov, 2019)

Gratitude for services rendered to Common Houses & 
Works of South Asia:

Fr Michael Amaladoss (MDU) & Fr Rudi Heredia (BOM) for 
services to the JFFSA.

Fr Gnanapragasam Alex (JAM) for services to JDV, Papal 
Seminary as Secretary & Treasurer and of estate manager and 
investments for JDV, PS & DNC

Br. Fulgence Ekka (MAP) as Treasurer VJ Delhi.

Fr Caesar D’Cunha (GUJ) as Spiritual Director VJ Delhi (2017 
– 20).

Fr Sannybhai (Jebamalai Stanislaus) GUJ as JESA Sec. (Oct 
2011 – May 2020).

Br. Hermon Anthony (NEP) Adm & Sec. Sadhana Institute, 
(2014-2020)

Fr Ilanko Xavier M.(CEN)-Spiritual Director DNC, Pune.
Fr Robin Seelan (CEN) as Librarian of Satya Nilayam, Chen-
nai.
Fr Thomas Anthonysamy (PAT) as Tertian Instructor at 
Goa; Co-Tertian Instructor Kandy.
Fr Lumnesh Kumar (KAR) as GIAN & Conference Coordina-
tor for Ecology
Fr. Paul Raj Santiago (KHM) as Spiritual Director of DNC, 
Pune

Fr George Pattery, SJ
President, Jesuit Conference of South Asia

Date: 28th April, 2020

PRESIDENT
Jesuit Conference of South Asia
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Centenary History of Patna Jesuit Mission-3,

Exit the Capuchins, Interregnum, Diocesan Clergy and Religious
Jose Kalapura, SJ

As noted in earlier chapters, the diocese entrusted to the American Jesuits was not a virgin area. There were 21 mis-
sion centres already existing in the vast area of Bihar, established by the Capuchins and managed by a few church 
personnel.  In this chapter we shall have an overview of the interregnum: after the exit of the Capuchins in 1915 and 
before the arrival of the Jesuits in 1921. 

Of the 21 churches/stations, eleven churches were founded by the Italian Capuchins (1706-1919). Ten churches were 
founded by the Austrian Capuchins (1892-1919) during the short period (1892-1910) under the able leadership of Fr. 
Hilarion Abtei, the Prefect of Bettiah Prefecture. 

After the departure of Fr. Hilarion in 1910, Capuchin Fr. Remy was administrator of the Prefecture till 1916. There-
after Fr. Felix, a Belgian Capuchin from Punjab, shouldered the responsibility till 1922. 

In 1919, the newly created Patna Diocese (including Nepal) had an area of 218,000 square kilometres and a popu-
lation of 26 million people. The Catholics in Bihar area numbered about 5,000 and consisted of Bettiah Catholics, 
Anglo-Indian Catholics and European Catholics located under 15 churches, 7 chapels, 10 mission stations and 17 
sub-stations. There were a few church institutions such as schools, orphanages, press, seminary, etc. 

How was the Church managed during the interregnum? Besides the three Capuchin priests lent by Allahabad Diocese, 
the Church was sustained by 8 diocesan clergy and a few religious persons belonging to five Congregations.  

First, about the diocesan clergy who sustained the missions in Bihar during the crisis period. They, too, wrote from the 
beginning brilliant pages of Church History in India, in the newly-¬erected Patna Diocese. It is important to highlight 
the tremendous work of the heroes of the interregnum. 

The Capuchin Fathers had the foresightedness to plant the Church locally by recruiting local young 
men as diocesan clergy mostly (7 out of 8) from Bettiah. In this context it is worth noting the very first 
recruit for priesthood from Bettiah, Fr. Cajetan Cesary, though he belonged to an earlier period. He 
was ordained in Rome in 1860. For two years, he worked in Bettiah in the Patna Vicariate, and then 
for twenty years at Calcutta in the Bengal Mission till 1883. Back in the Patna Vicariate, he served at 
Jamalpur and Bhagalpur till his death at the age of 70 (1903), at Benares, under Allahabad Diocese.  

Cesary’s biography is very interesting and inspiring. Against parental opposition he was sent off secretly by night in 
1850 to walk to Patna – a five day’s journey in those days before the railway; he was pursued by his family members, 
but escaped by climbing a tree and hiding until his pursuers gave up the search; on reaching Patna he was taken by 
a homeward bound English Catholic as far as Malta; thence he proceeded to Rome, where ten years later he was 
ordained. 

Fr. Cesary will long be remembered in Patna Mission for three things: books, flowers, and the present church and 
presbytery at Jamalpur.  His writings outlast his life and other achievements. He wrote both in English and Hindi. 
Among his eight publications are The Beautiful Countries or Travels in Australia, New Zealand and Tasmania, Indi-
an Gods, Sages and Cities, The Science of the Invisible and Visible, The Truth and Beauty of the Gospel (760 pp), 
Katholik Girja ki Taliam aur Namaz (483 pp) Purane aur Naye Dharam Pustak ki Katha, Hindi Kavita ki Pustak, etc.

The first priest of this period was Fr. Constantine Comelius. His parents had refused to allow him to 
become a priest. So he ran away from home, with the consent of the Capuchin Prefect Fr. Hilarion, be-
came a priest on December 22, 1906 and returned to Bettiah on January 1, 1907 to offer his first mass at 
his home parish. He served in the Mission in various capacities as pastor, teacher, writer and so on. He 
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was musically inclined, and was responsible for hymns which are still remembered today. He was a Hindi scholar and 
translated the Imitation of Christ into Hindi. He died of consumption, September 16, 1925, at Bhagalpur. 

The second priest was Fr. Lucas Patrick, ordained in 1907, who served at Ma rpa, Latonah and Khoriah. He was an 
expert in the Indian land tenure law and was honorary magistrate and head of the village panchayat at Khoriah. He 
died on January 14, 1965, and was buried in the cemetery of Latonah

.The third priest was Fr. Alban Heracleo, ordained in 1908, taught history in Khrist Raja School and served at Lato-
nah, Khoriah, Bettiah and Chakhni. He died on May 20, 1943.

Fr. Anthony Romuald, the fourth priest, was ordained in 1912. For 21 years he was posted to work alone  in the 
challenging mission of Rampur. A Hindi scholar, he translated the four Gospels into Hindi, besides writing a ‘Life of 
Christ’ according to the four gospels, based upon his Hindi translation.

Fr. Joachim Augustine, the fifth priest, ordained during World War I, assisted the newly arrived pioneering Jesuit, Fr. 
Henry Westropp since March 1922. Both went visiting villages around Chuhari. Later he served in Jamalpur. Mon-
ghyr, Samastipur, Sonepur , Muzaffarpur, Chapra, Siwan, Chuhari, Chanpantia and assisted Fr. Sullivan (the future 
bishop) in pastoral duties in Bankipur. He also served as Director of the Apostolic School. Aged 72, Fr. Joachim went 
to his reward, on December 18, 1962, at Kurji.  

The sixth one, Fr. John Baptist Seraphim was assistant pastor in Bettiah in 1921 with Fr. Constan-
tine; was headmaster of the Mission School (1912-1923). Later he was at Latonah, worked among the 
Santal tribals living in Khoriah, and in Marpa and Chakhni. He translated the life of St. Rose of Lima, 
written by Mrs. Theodore Maynard, into Hindi.  He expired on November 22, 1953. 

The seventh one, Fr. Benedict Celestine served as pastor in many places such as Rampur, Dusseya, 
Chanpatia, Latonah, and Chakhni. In 1924 he started an apostolic school, like a minor seminary, in 
Danapur from where it was shifted to Patna Cit y. He died on August 23, 1927, aged only 37 years 
due to para-typhoid. 

The eighth priest, Fr. William Smith, an Anglo¬ Indian from Agra, from Agra Diocese volunteered to work in Bihar 
and served as pastor at Samastipur, Muzaffarpur, Darbhanga and Barauni. In 1927, he returned to his home diocese 
of Agra. 

In summary, from the beginning the diocesan clergy established a fine record of zea l in pastoral care, and each, in his 
own way, made a commendable contribution to the Church in Bihar, working under the Bishop of Patna in collabora-
tion with the Jesuit missionaries in perfect harmony. 
Among the Religious personnel who served in Patna Mission around 1921 were 18 Sisters of the Institute of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary (now Congregation of Jesus) (since 1852), 10 Irish Christian Brothers (since 1864), 10 Sisters 
of the Holy Cross (since 1894), 5 Sisters of St. Joseph Chambery (1911-1927)--all Europeans, and 11 Indian Sisters 
of the Third Order of St. Francis (Clara Bahins), the first indigenous Congregation in Bihar, founded by the Capuchins 
in 1880s, at Bettiah. These served the Church through educational, medical, humanitarian, pastoral and catechetical 
services.

           Fr. Lucas Patrick                          Fr. Alban Harcelo                 Fr. Anthony Romuald     Fr. Joachim Augustine


