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From the Provincial’s Desk 

Dear Friends, 

The corona virus disease (COVID-19), which 

has been declared as a pandemic by the World 

Health Organization (WHO), is invading 

societies at their core. The outbreak affects all 

segments of population and is particularly 

detrimental to members of those social groups 

in the most vulnerable situations. It continues 

to affect the population, including people living 

in dire poverty, elderly, persons with 

disabilities and youth.  

Early evidence indicates that that the health 

and economic impacts of the virus are being borne disproportionately by the poor. For 

example, homeless people, often found on roads, being unable to find safety shelters are 

highly exposed to the danger of the virus.  People without access to portable water, fisher 

folks, farmers and day labourers suffer disproportionately both from the pandemic and its 

aftermath effects – whether due to restricted 

movement, fewer employment opportunities and 

inaccessibility to them, etc. 

The pandemic and its aftermath bother us all, as we are 

unable to function normally having to redefine our 

thinking and living. I wonder whether we will ever be 

able to function as we did earlier. If not properly 

addressed through well defined policy the social crisis 

created by the COVID-19 pandemic may also increase 

inequality, exclusion, discrimination and global unemployment in the medium and long 

term. Comprehensive and universal social protection systems, when in place, play a much 

durable role in protecting workers and reducing the prevalence of poverty, since they act as 

automatic stabilizers.  
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Time for communal discernment: Restructuring community life and works 

It is sure, all of us will be facing issues as to how to manage the day to day affairs in the 

coming months if this prevailing situation continues.  The Province Apostolic Planning in the 

light of UAPs will need to be discerned keeping the present situation in our personal and 

community prayers. The financial constraints in each apostolate need to be analyzed with 

attentive listening in Spiritual Conversation. Paying the salaries of our co-workers, 

maintaining our houses and work places, etc. can also become a challenge. We may find it a 

difficult task to send project proposals and find donors through Jesuit Missions and other 

Europe based funding agencies. How  we intend to be self-sufficient in raising funds locally 

will be the critical question in our apostolic planning.  

The prevailing situation has also opened our minds to re-evaluate the way we live our lives 

and how we can re-structure the way we want to live our lives in the future. We could limit 

our co-workers, and we, Jesuits can take charge of cleaning and maintaining our houses and 

cooking as well.  It would be appreciated, if a feedback is given regarding the employment of 

domestic and office staff in our communities and works. It is a good opportunity now to look 

back and see how far we could be independent of hiring outsiders and contributing more to 

the community living shouldering more responsibilities by ourselves in our day-to-day  

living.  

New Appointments of Fr. General 

Fr. Jerome Stanislaus D‟Souza S.J., New President of South Asia Designate. 

Fr Stany D‟ Souza was born on May 9, 1965 as the last child of 

the late Marcel D'Souza. Among his five brothers and four 

sisters two are religious - one a Jesuit (Fr Gilbert D‟ Souza) and 

the other is a Good Shepherd Sister (Sr Vinaya D‟ Souza). Fr 

Stany originally belonged to Modankap parish though presently 

his family stays in Mogarnad Parish. After his initial schooling 

in Modankap he went to St Aloysius College to pursue his 

dream to be a JesuitPriest.Fr Stany D‟ Souza joined the Society 

of Jesus on 20 June 1984. On completion of fifteen years of 

formation he was ordained on 27 December 1999. He began his 

priestly ministry in Loyola Pre-novitiate, Mangalore as the 

Vocation Promoter and Pre-novitiate director. Then on he has 

held many offices in the Society of Jesus 

He was the director of St Joseph‟s College of Business Administration, Rector of Jesuit 

Nivas, St Joseph‟s College residence, Vice President of BJES Bangalore. Prior to this he was 

the Consultor, Jesuit Provincial, Loyola Mandir, Bangalore, Rector of St Joseph‟s Indian 

High School Intuitions and administrator of St Joseph‟s College of Commerce, Bangalore, 

Vice Principal and lecturer in Kannada in St Aloysius College, Mangalore, Administrator of 

St Aloysius Evening College, Mangalore, Superior, Ashakiran, Mangalore and Director, 

Loyola Pre-novitiate, Mangalore. Fr Stany D‟ Souza got his MA degree in Kannada from 

Bangalore University in 1996 and Ph D from Mangalore University in 2010 on the thesis: 

Sabalikarana  prakriyeyagi sharana Chalavali: maru Odina neleyinda adhyayana - a Study 

of Sharana Movement of twelfth Century from the Perspective of Empowerment. He passed 

his UGC test for the eligibility for Lectureship in1997. He was appointed Provincial of 

Karnataka in 2014. Since 2017 he was Consultor of POSA and South Zone chair; Delegate 

for GC36 (Rome),President of CRI, Karnataka. His areas of interest are literature and 

Counseling. He has two books and 12 scholarly articles to his credit.  
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Fr Jose Jacob Maruthukunnel (KER) Appointed as Co-Tertian Instructor at Kandy 

Tertianship by Fr. General and his appointment will be effective from 1st May, 2020. 

New Appointments of the Province 

Fr. Sanjeeva Fernando appointed to Fatima Retreat House (FRH), Lewella Jesuit community 

effective from May 1st 2020. He will continue to be in charge of the PWNP & EYM and his 

name is proposed to the International Director for PWNP & EYM to be the National Director 

for Sri Lanka. Fr. Frederic Fornos, SJ., the International Director will contact the Bishops‟ 

Conference for its approval in due time.  

As a part of Fr. Sanjeeva‟s main apostolate  being in charge of the PWNP & EYM he will 

help the FRH community with the masses, especially the Sinhala mass on Sunday for the 

faithful, help in the confession of the religious and to help the Director of the FRH, Lewella. 

Fr. Sanjeeva will also conduct retreats and days of recollection to small and large groups 

when requested. 

Fr. Thierry Jean Robouam  has been appointed Director of LOYOLA CENTER for 

ECOLOGY & JUSTICE Trincomalee. He will be working along with Frs. Milroy Fernando, 

Anton Robert and Sch. Arulseelan. In his absence Fr. Anton Robert will act as the Director. 

The present Director Fr. Lazar Savarimuthu will hand over the centre and the details of the 

activities once he returns from India.  

Fr. Thierry apart from his main responsibility he will also help the Jesuit Pre-novitiate and the 

Loyola Campus with classes in English and Ecological subjects. He will also extend his help 

to the Trincomalee Diocese in the ministry of Inter-Religious Dialogue  

Returnees from Chennai. 

Scholastics Situm Fonseka, Arulseelan Manoharan, Dinoshan Mark, Salamanraj Masilamany 

from Satya Nilayam, Kingsley Amalanathan, Niroshan Cross from Berchmans Illam 

returned to the Island on the 26th of April and now they are following the 14 day quarantine 

period in Punani. After the period of quarantine they will return to the assigned places for 

their regency. 

BATTICALOA DISTRICT 

St. Sebastian’s Church, Puliyadikudah 

The Parish Priest and the community members wish all our companions A Happy Easter 

2020. In the month of April the parish had two very important events namely, a) The relief 

work and b) The Easter celebration 
The Relief work. 

As you all know the deadly Covid-19 (Corona Virus) has locked 

down most of our activities and our movements but still we were 

able to care for our brethren by doing some relief work.   On 3rd 

March 2020, the Parish Priest, with the help of the parish council 

and zonal members were able to identify the neediest in the 

parish and distribute some dry rations. There were about twenty 

families that benefitted. After hearing the cry of the poor the 

district gave to the Parish Rs. 50,000.00 to help the poor people 

in the parish. This was the second phase of our relief work which 

took place on the 4
th

 of April. There were around 52 families including Hindus who received 

help. 
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The Easter celebration 

The Bishop of Batticaloa informed the Priests and the Religious to have a meaningful Easter 

celebration within the communities. So we had the Holy week services as well as the Easter 

celebration at St. Theresa‟s Convent. On Palm Sunday 

Fr. Paul celebrated the Eucharist and on Maundy 

Thursday Fr. Richard celebrated the Lord‟s Supper. The 

Good Friday day liturgy was celebrated by Fr. Navaji 

and the Easter Vigil service was done by Fr. Richard. 

Every Sunday the three of us go to the convent to 

celebrate the Eucharist.  

The parish community is blessed with a Chef who had 

worked in a five star hotel. Mr. 

Benedict Fernando, a friend of 

Fr. Richard‟s is a brother in-law 

of Fr. Benny. The food now is delicious. We all enjoyed his “KOLA 

KENDA” and a variety of “RASAMS‟.  Thank you Mr. Benedict for 

your kind services to our community at this critical moment 

St. Ignatius Parish, Kalladi Dutch Bar 

On 8th September 2018, the HMSP (Hermanas Misioneras 

Servidoras de la Palabra) three Sisters started their mission at St. 

Ignatius Parish, Kalladi-Dutch Bar, Batticaloa. They live in a rented 

house in front of the Church. 0n 1
st
 

December 2019, Rt. Rev. Joseph 

Ponniah, Bishop of Batticaloa came to 

celebrate the feast of St Anthony and 

presided over the Eucharistic 

celebration at St. Anthony‟s Church, 

Kallady. After the celebration, HMSP 

Sisters along with the Jesuit Superior 

and Parish Priest Fr. Roshan S.J. met 

the Bishop at their convent to discuss 

the feasibility of having their own 

convent in the Church campus and 

shifting the Pre-school building into 

their convent building. The pre-school 

building was situated at the north end of the Church campus. Due to lack of students, the Pre-

school was not run for more than 2 years. The Parish Priest wished to allot the vacant Pre-

school premises to the HMSP Sisters. The Bishop had immediately approved the proposal 

and he was generous enough to contribute for the entire renovation of the building. The 

Parish Priest Rev. Fr. Roshan S.J., headed the project and received funds from the Bishop in 

three installments and spent it for revamping and altering the existing structure converting it 

to a convent for the HMSP Sisters. 

On 26th March 2020, Rt. Rev. Joseph Ponniah, Bishop of Batticaloa opened and blessed the 

new building.  We all expected the blessing to be postponed but miraculously on that day the 

curfew was lifted for some hours and the blessing took place in a simpler way than how it had 

been planned. Still all the blessing was done in an ambience of joy because several of the 

Jesuit priests and a few Parishioners joined in and gladdened the event. The sisters are very 

grateful to the Bishop and to the Jesuit community for supporting them in their mission as 

they clearly see God‟s providence at work in their mission at St. Ignatius‟ Parish. They 
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gratefully remembered Rev. Fr. Dexter Gray, S.J., the Jesuit Provincial of Sri Lanka for 

taking initiatives to welcome them to Sri Lanka. 

On 9th March 2020, one-day Lenten retreat was preached to the catechist students and the 

teachers at St. Ignatius Church. Frs. Nicholas and Crighton guided the participants in prayer 

and worship. The participants found it a very meaningful and enriching experience: to focus 

one‟s life towards God. 

On Friday 13th March 2020 Fr Sulaxsan celebrated a special Lenten mass at the foot of 

Calvary, St Ignatius Church. He inspired the participants with his powerful charismatic 

prayers and thought provoking sermon. All the participants devotedly participated in it. 

Due to the Corona virus epidemic, the Church was shut down from 18th March 2020, 

however the parishioners continue to come with their family members and visit the Blessed 

Sacrament and pray in silence.  

During the Holy week, Fr Roshan took the initiative to telecast holy week services through 

„Holy Mary TV channel‟ and parish official face book; it helped the faithful to participate in 

the services and in the Eucharistic celebrations.  

During the long hours of the Curfew the Parish Council Committee (PCC) worked hard to 

distribute Rs. 500 worth of dry rations to more than 350 deserving families. The beneficiaries 

are very grateful for the timely help by St. Ignatius‟ Parish. The PCC gratefully 

acknowledges all the Jesuits, parishioners and others, who contributed generously to reach 

out to the needy in Kallady- Dutch Bar. 

Eastern Technical Institute (ETI), Batticaloa 

On 2nd March 2020,  one day orientation program was conducted for the parents of ETI 

students at ETI. Mr.Sarkurunathan welcomed the participants and shared his experience to 

motivate the parents to be the role models to their children. Fr. James delivered a talk on the 

topic „the role of parents in educating the students‟. 

Due to corona virus pandemic, the ETI was closed from 17th March 2020 to 19th April 2020. 

It was reopened on 20th April 2020 for the staff members to come and finish up work still 

pending. All the staff members get their normal salary and unregistered employees are 

financially assisted to buy provisions. Soap, sanitizers and masks have been distributed to all 

the employees. 

Kalkudah Estate 

Due to corona virus pandemic, activities during mid-March to April 2020 were very quiet and 

silent. Majority of those living in the area are daily bread winners who have been left with no 

income as a result of recurrent nationwide lock down imposed by the police. We extended 

humanitarian aid to 156 widowed families and 225 daily bread winners in the Koralipattu 

division. They were provided with rice, dhal, sugar, milk powder, soya meat, soap, tinned 

fish, etc for one week. The Grama Seva Officer and the Kalkudah Police helped us in the 

distribution of these provisions to the said families. 

 

We are in the process of providing dry rations for one week, to about 325 fishermen‟s 

families in this area using the generous financial assistance provided by the Provincial and 

local donors. This is a very timely support for which we are extremely grateful.  
 

Loyola Candidate House 

At the beginning of the year, we initiated a three months residential programme for 2019 O/L 

batch students. Though our target was 15 students only 6 boys came for the programme. The 



 
6 

 

low number was due to our short time notice which did not reach many boys. Anyway, we 

started the programme. Its main focus was to teach English. However, there were also a 

number of seminars on relationship, adolescence, social responsibilities, healthy living, 

religious hymn practice, art of knowing oneself, spiritual training and other valuable topics 

offered. The programme went on for two and a half months and the boys were gradually 

developing a taste to learn a foreign language and other subjects. Unfortunately, we had to 

call off the programme in the middle of March due to the unexpected event brought to our 

doors by the corona pandemic.  

Since, the government announced the closure of schools and institutions, the director of the 

candidates in Batticaloa decided to send them all home except for one, who would be sitting 

for his A/L examination this August.  With limited help from teachers, he is preparing 

himself for the upcoming examination. Let us keep him and all our candidates who are 

preparing to sit for the August exams in our prayers. 

Fr. Lorio, S.J., s growing feeble both physically as well as mentally. He is experiencing a loss 

of memory. He often repeats stories again and again and tells everyone that his life in is 

danger.  Sometimes, he goes and hides himself in different places. Furthermore, due to his 

ailing health he needs a helper who could attend to his daily needs. Though, there are two 

helpers, one during the day and the other at night, he feels insecure when there is no one by 

his side. 

While wishing you all our risen Lord‟s presence and accompaniment during this critical time, 

I pray that Jesus our Saviour protect all of us and save people by setting them free from all 

their fears and worries brought by this corona disease. 

 

COLOMBO DISTRICT 

Daham Sihila - Novitiate 

At this time when the whole world is struggling with the Pandemic - Covid19, we novices 

earnestly unite ourselves with the suffering world through our prayers and petitions.  

Being conscious of the great disruption caused by the virus, our Daham Sihila community is 

following the instructions issued by the government in the prevention of this pandemic. The 

month began with a Day of Prayer under the theme “Suffering of Christ” guided by Fr. 

Master. It was indeed a time of prayer and reflection for all of us.  

During the Holy Week all the liturgical services were held in the novitiate chapel. The 

Novices and Juniors creatively and devoutly participated and made the prayer services alive 

and meaningful. After Easter we continued our regular novitiate program with classes and 

other activities.  

The first year novices have begun their classes on the History of the Church and the second 

years did a study on the Deliberation of our First Fathers (1539). The Novices are also busy 

giving presentations during their classes on the history of the Society of Jesus from the birth 

of St. Ignatius in 1491 to the suppression of the Society in 1773. This assignment was given 

by Fr. Socius dividing them into five groups. They all presented their topics creatively by 

way of role-play, power point presentations etc.  

As we are nearing the end of April, let us place all our hopes in the risen Lord to overcome 

this fatal pandemic and get back to a peaceful existence.  

Let us continue praying for the suffering world. 
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DAHAM SIHILA – JUNIORATE  

Peace and joy of the Risen Lord.! The month of April was very different from the other 

months of the year. Since, the whole island was under curfew, we could not go out for any of 

our outings or ministries. Hence, we spent most of our time doing the usual chores inside. To 

liven up our lives we had a few friendly matches of basketball and volleyball between the 

novices and the juniors. 

Despite the fact that we were confined to stay at 

home, our spiritual atmosphere was not dormant. It 

cannot be locked down or encaged. Thus, we 

celebrated the Easter Triduum on a grand scale at 

home. The Easter Triduum was celebrated with joy 

and hope. Fr. Tharanga Saminathan celebrated on 

Palm Sunday while Fr. Sujeewa Pathirana 

celebrated on Maundy Thursday. Good Friday 

service was conducted by Fr. Ahilarajah and the 

Easter vigil was celebrated by Fr. Sanjeeva 

Fernando. On the day of Easter Vigil, we also 

celebrated the Birthday of our brother John Britto 

Lambert.   

We began our 

annual eight-day retreat under the guidance of Fr. 

Theirry Jean Roboaum, on the 14
th

 night ending it on 

22
nd

 of the month. It was a special period of grace that 

we needed to connect with our Lord and free ourselves 

from any inordinate attachment. We look forward to the 

future with hope. When the situation of the country 

improves, we are expected to leave for our assigned 

places and communities for various ministries. When 

„stay home and stay safe‟ have become buzzwords, we 

earnestly and firmly believe that all of us would never fail to say, „stay with us, Lord’! 

Thoughts on Corona lockdown of a city Jesuit - Theodore Fernando, S. J. 

It would seem that Coronavirus has added one more commandment to the Decalogue, given 

by the Church and the World leaders, namely, “Thou shall not congregate.” As I begin to 

reflect, my neighborhood which consists of regular mass goers of “Nirmala” Jesuit Chapel” 

has become a basic Christian community caring for one another. It is almost two months 

since we have been ordered not to come out of our gates. However, basic food items and 

medicine have to be found. I thank God for the pioneer Jesuits of “Nirmala” who are no more 

among the living but whose spirit is alive among our worshippers who live in the Flats of 

Colombo 4. They regularly keep informing me or “texting” that a van bringing vegetables, 

bread or eggs is at one‟s doorstep and so on.  So, I rush to the main road even violating 

curfew rule and join the queue to do my purchases. Of course, the police are there to see to it 

that the “social distance rule is strictly kept. Another day is gone. The phone rings, and it is 

the voice of the niece of Fr. Peter Gomez. She says that one of her uncles, namely, her 

father‟s elder brother has passed away in a home for the elderly and as the Parish Priest of 

Bambalapitiya cannot help, whether I can step in to do the needful.  I remember Pope 

Francis‟s advice to the priest. “Be available to the people especially at this time”. 



 
8 

 

I agree to help. I have read how 

hospital chaplains in England are 

coping with so many people dying in 

big numbers. “Wear a mask, put on a 

pair gloves in both your hands,carry 

some cotton buds to anoint the dead.” I 

follow their advice. The body is at 

Raymond‟s funeral parlour, and only 4 

people are allowed to assist. I conduct 

the service and go to the 

cemetery.  Another day is over. 

Night Visitor. 

Days and weeks seem to move fast. At 

the end of the day so many surprises and reasons to thank God for small and big miracles. 

Suddenly someone sends a bag of red onions, rice and dhal. All of a sudden someone sends 

lunch.  I am getting used to teaching online which are two and half-hours long.  Of course, 

more tiring than a face to face class. More time to study, more time to prepare for classes, 

more time to pray and thank God for his providence.  Yesterday was another big surprise. 

Since the day is over and I am about to go to sleep. The time is 9.30 P.M. I hear a knock on 

our gate. I am being called by my name. It is a whole day curfew and I wonder who has come 

in spite of it. I open the gate to find one of the priests from Colombo standing outside the 

gate.  He calls my name and hands over two bags of rice, fresh vegetables and one bag of dry 

rations. He says Cardinal Malcolm Ranjith wants me to have all these. What a lovely 

surprise! Then he asks for Fr. Ranjith. He hands over another parcel similar to mine to be 

handed over to Fr. Ranjith. I accept the parcels with profound thanks. Fr. Ranjith Abeysinghe 

is informed about the kind gesture of the Cardinal.   Morning comes and I phone to thank the 

Dean. He thanks me for accepting the gifts that his Eminence has sent. I realize Coronavirus 

treats young or old, rich or poor, religious or secular in the same way. We are one family, and 

all are our brothers and sisters. Our relations have to be I & THOU not I & I.  Inspiration is 

from MARTIN BUBER. 

 White Van visits Nirmala and Dalugama Community during Covid-19 

In Sri Lanka, the White Van is a fearful symbol.   We use our White Van, at this time, not to 

abduct people but to help them. As we are locked in because of the ongoing curfew, selling 

one‟s products at a moderate price has been a problem for the producer. Television news 

these days show how helpless the producer are because no buyers come out to buy their 

products. Whether it is eggs, chicken, fruits or vegetables, it is the same. On the other hand, 

consumers badly need all of these but they 

cannot go out to buy. However, there are 

middlemen who profit from both sides. They 

normally exploit the poor producer as well as 

the consumer especially these days abusing 

curfew passes. Frs. Sujeeva, Tharanga and 

Theodore broke the curfew on two occasions 

and brought some of the above items to the 

city dwellers making both the parties happy. 

With so many checkpoints though it was 

difficult to cross two districts, they managed 

to bring those items without a  problem. Fr. 

Tharanga made use of the visit also to buy 
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some basic food items for his community. In addition to distribution of money allocated to 

the poor by the Province, a kind gesture much appreciated by all consumers (Nirmala 

chapelgoers)  as well as producers in the Gampaha District. Frs.Sujeeva and Tharanga took a 

big risk coming to Colombo bringing food items and at the same time to pay a visit to 

Frs.Theo and Ranjith. For a further trip from Gampaha to Kelaniya  Frs. Sujeeva and 

Tharanga were helped by Police officers known to Fr. Theo. The transport was by a Police 

van. People were happy and amazed how such help was made possible. 

Negombo 

The-Covid-19 Pandemic-

situation has worsened the life 

of people in Sri Lanka 

especially in the Western 

province now declared as 

Danger Zone. Continuous 

curfew is imposed due to many 

positive cases. As a result lives 

of the poor people in Negombo 

are very much affected. Many in this area are 

fishermen, daily labourers, domestic workers, auto drivers, 

small-scale vendors, unorganised workers and other 

marginalized people.  At this juncture, the Jesuit Community at 

Akkarapanaha, Negombo has initiated a relief programme 

headed by Fr. Dexter Gray, the Provincial. Recently we 

distributed rice, dhal, coconuts, soap and other groceries to fifty 

mostly affected families at Sea Street and „Bosco Puraya‟ near 

Eththukala in Negombo.This is our second round of 

distribution. Twenty families around Akkarapanaha, Negombo 

were aided during the first round. We are planning to reach out to more families in the near 

future. 

KANDY DISTRICT  

Cholankande Youth Training Centre (CYTC) 

The COVID 19 Pandemic has taught us that all of us are vulnerable as a human family. In 

such a context, we are impelled to care for others   with love and generosity. With such a 

caring attitude, the Jesuit Community of CYTC came forward to help with cash and kind, 

families in Cholankande whose bread winners are daily wage earners. To start off,  15             

( fifteen) families were helped with cash to buy food and medicines, and in kind by sharing 

the “Fruits of the Earth”, like jak, drumstick and  greens, found in plenty in the compound of 

CYTC. 
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A timely initiative taken was to encourage families to organize home gardening.  

With the help of the Sisters of the Cholankande Convent, families were encouraged to spend 

the Holy Week in a prayerful and devotional manner, and the children to do drawings 

depicting especially the current health crisis and the environment in order to strengthen their 

mental well-being, during a crisis. 

22
nd

 April was International Earth Day. Although CYTC is on a temporary recess Earth Day 

was marked by a well-planned tree planting program. 

Fr. Ranjan Jayamanne (Principal) issued guidelines to the staff members of the three sections 

(Automotive Mechanic, Electrical and Computer) to contact all the students through 

WhatsApp to complete their Lessons. 

Fr. Peter Kurukula Aratchi, due to the prevailing health crisis celebrated his 50
th

 Anniversary 

of Ordination to the Priesthood during a simple Thanksgiving Holy Mass at the CYTC 

Chapel. Fr. Peter‟s many relatives, friends from here and abroad remembered him with 

congratulatory and prayerful messages. Among those who remembered him and Fr. Anton 

Weerasinghe, ordained with Fr. Peter, was Frs. Bill Kreutz, S.J. and Asandas Balchand, S.J., 

of the Philippines Province, contemporaries of theirs at the Loyola House of Studies, Quezon 

City, the Philippines. 

 

Fr. Tyrone Mihindukulasuriya writes from Napoli (Italy) 

 

After the 2nd Sunday of the 

month of February, 2020, we 

stopped our "Daham Pasala" 

(Catechism classes) for all the 

children. The suspension of 

classes very badly affected the 

children who were preparing to 

receive the First Holy 

Communion (fixed for May 24) 

and the youth to receive 

Confirmation (scheduled to be 

held on May 30th).These two 

events have been postponed 

indefinitely. 

 On March 8 Sunday masses, all our services were stopped according to instructions received 

from the Cardinal's house. For 2 weeks the main Gesu Nuovo church was kept open in the 

mornings for personal visits. But after 2 weeks it was closed due to the spreading of the 

Corona virus. 

On March 23rd, Fr.Rosario Torise, S.J, aged 91+ was taken to hospital with a complaint of 

Tooth ache and fever. On March 27
th

, after 27 days, he was confirmed as positive for Covid-

19. From March 9th onwards Fr. Rosario had no contact with outsiders or with any 

community members. The community members were prohibited to visit the old Jesuits 

because some were weak and bed-ridden. From where did Fr.Rosario contact the virus is a 

big question. Frs. Rosario and Santucci were the two Jesuits, who were at the confessionals 

for hours and hours before the lockdown was enforced. 

Due to Fr. Rosario getting infected, all of us were under house quarantine for two weeks. The 

Holy Week services were held; but the church was open only for the community members 
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who were present wearing masks and maintaining social distancing. Even at the Refectory we 

were instructed to maintain social distancing. Everyone was given a Thermometer and we 

were expected to read the temperature three times a day and check on the Oxygen in our 

lungs. These tabulated readings were to be emailed to the Superior daily. 

Due to this lock down, the You-tube and FB came very useful to keep in touch with our 

Catechism children and also with our faithful. By making use of the social media we twice 

conducted the way of the cross and celebrated the Good Friday service, though confined to 

different places. Mr.Kasun Champika, a Sri-Lankan provided music during these services. 

Many have written to me inquiring about the situation in Napoli. Except for Fr.Rosario, all 

the old Jesuits in the infirmary proved negative in their Covid-19 blood test. Up to date, I 

have not heard any Sri Lankan in Napoli succumbing to Covid-19. Our people started 

drinking "Coriander" with ginger, garlic and venivalgata and perumkayam etc. Whatever the 

Western Doctors may say, these Sri Lankan native medicines have saved our people in 

Napoli from Covid-19.  I too got a bottle full of variety of dried and powdered ingredients for 

me to drink before going to bed. 

Let me take this opportunity to thank many Province Members who have written to me to 

find out about the situation. Let me also take this opportunity to wish all our Province 

members “A Very Happy and Blessed Easter” and Our Risen Lord will come to our 

assistance to eradicate this Covid-19 menace. 

 Fr. Lasantha De Abrew from Kakuma, Kenya 

 

Thank You JESUS for my humble journey in JRS Kakuma 

during the past year 

The month of April becomes special as I completed a blessed 

year with the JRS East Africa, more specifically in Kakuma. I 

received very appreciative, heart-warming and energizing 

letters written by the superiors from Rome and Nairobi (a rare 

phenomenon in my life). With these testimonies, I had a 

personal recollection, thanking God for all His gifts during 

the year and for my own limitations, that barred the grace of 

God to flow into our beneficiaries. “What more” in the New 

Year?  

Three powerful images emerge when summarizing the year as a Jesuit Priest in JRS.  

 Walking with our beneficiaries as a co-pilgrim and a co-refugee 

 Presence by becoming a servant to wash the feet of our beneficiaries and 

others who walk with them – to build bridges  

 Re-telling stories of our beneficiaries and JRS Kakuma to passionately evoke 

solidarity and to feel their pain and joy 

 

The main grace I have received from the Lord is to daily leave the outer garment of my 

identity and more precisely the Ministerial Priestly garb to serve in this way. Yes, with the 

Lord‟s continuous blessings I look forward to be closer to these marginalized ones with a 

compassionateheart (MAGIS). I am ever so grateful to all those who welcomed me to JRS, 

supported me during the year, especially the National & Incentive Staff and for the love and 

affection of our beneficiaries, who walked with me specially the children with Special Needs. 

I accompany them, 
most marginalized 
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At present, many of our ministries are 

suspended due to the Covid 19, but I have 

had the opportunity to visit our teachers, 

children with special needs (our students) 

and our helpers in their own homes. They 

were elated to see me visiting in their living 

conditions. The hospitality of these poor 

ones has been amazing. 

As our inmates in the protection centres are 

feeling bored, Sr. Epiphanie the Acting 

Coordinator invited me to teach English using my „little‟ knowledge of Kiswahili. I began 

with the „Amani Boys‟ and „Mothers in Safe Haven‟. They are very keen, but sometimes I 

wonder who will learn what? It is a powerful way to enter into their lives of pain-becoming 

refugees.  

We in JRS were blessed to celebrate the Holy Week in a 

meaningful way with all precautionary steps taken. There 

were some from WFP too, who attended our services. The 

liturgies were more “Word of God” focused. There were a 

few comments from our congregation. 

“Yes, this Holy Week was different. Earlier we saw the 

rituals, but this time I realized the meaning behind these 

practices through the help of the scriptures”.  

“I was inspired by the Passion Narratives of Sts. Matthew 

and John. They were powerful messages for those living in 

fear, like us today. I really appreciate the Prayers of the 

Church “on Good Friday. …. They were so 

meaningful….I have never felt this way before”.  

 

 

Working with them... 

You should wash each other's feet 
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  Assistancy Appointments 

Between 1
st
 Oct, 2019 – 30

th
 Apr, 2020. 

 

Appointments by Fr General: 

Fr Boniface Panna (MAP)  Appointed, Rector of SatyaNilayam, Chennai  

     on 2
nd

 Apr 2020. Took charge on 12April, 2020. 

JDV Pune: 

Fr Herman Tirkey (MAP)  Additional charge. Appointed Secretary and Treasurer, 

     of  JnanaDeepa and Jesuit Educational Trusts, JDV  

     Pune, w.e.f. 1
st
 Jan 2020. 

Fr Ryan Rodrigues (KAR)  Appointed to JDV for Trial Teaching,  

     w.e.f. 1
st
 Jun 2020;residing at DNC. 

Papal Seminary Pune: 

Fr George Cordeiro (BOM)  Additional Charge as Moderator of Philosophers Papal 

     Seminary, w.e.f. 15
th

 Sep, 2019. 

Fr Dinesh Braganza (GUJ)  Appointment as Spiritual Director of Philosophers Papal 

     Seminary, w.e.f. 15
th

 Sep, 2019. 

Fr Vincent Crasta (KAR)  Appointment as Secretary, Papal Seminary Trust w.e.f. 

     1
st
 Jan 2020. 

Fr V.M. Jose (DUM)   Appointment as Treasurer, Papal Seminary, w.e.f. 1
st
 

     Jan 2020. 

DNC Pune: 

Fr Richard Lopes (GUJ)  Additional Charge as Secretary DNC Trust, w.e.f. 1
st
 

     Jan, 2020. 

Fr Patrick Arockiaraj (PUN)  Residing at DNC community with immediate effect. 

Fr Martin G. Pragasam (AND) Residing at DNC community from June 2020. 

Fr Anthony Andrade (DEL)  Appointment as Spiritual Guide to DNC Philosophers, 

     from  June 2020. 

Fr Anthony Mattapallil (PAT) Appointment as Spiritual Director to DNC Theologians 

     from 1
st
 June, 2020. 

S.N Chennai: 

Fr SatyabalanArokiasamy (CEN) Appointed to SatyaNilayam, Chennai for Trial  

     Teaching w.e.f. 1
st
 Jun 2020. 

Fr VinodSoreng (RAN)  Appointed Librarian of SatyaNilayam, w.e.f. 1
st
 April, 

     2020, in addition to Teaching. 

VJ Delhi: 

Fr Sunil Padannamakkel (KER) Appointment as Treasurer VJ, (Additional charge)  

     w.e.f.15
th

June, 2020. 

Fr Boniface D‟Souza (KHM) Appointment as Spiritual Director VJ w.e.f. June end 2020. 

 

ISI-D: 

Fr Anthony Dias (BOM)  Appointment as JESA Secretary, w.e.f. 1
st
 June,  

     2020:Office in ISI_D, Residence JorBagh, Community. 

Sadhana Institute: 

Br. Antony Arockiam (KHM)  Appointed as Administrator and Secretary of Sadhana

     Institute and Trust, w.e.f. 1
st
 June 2020. 

Kandy Tertianship: 

Fr Jose Jacob Maruthukunnel (KER) Appointed as Co-Tertian Instructor at Kandy  

     Tertianship w.e.f. 1
st
 May, 2020. 

Conference Development Office (New Delhi): Fr SijiChacko (PAT) Additional charge as 

    Conference Communication Coordinator for  three  years  

    w.e.f. 25
th

 April, 2020. 
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Ms. Elsy Samuel    GIAN and Conference Coordinator for Ecology,  

     w.e.f. 15
th  

May, 2020. 

JRS Mission: 

Fr Alex G., SJ (JAM)   Appointed to JRS Afghanistan Mission. 

Fr Robert C. Rodrigues (KAR) Appointed to JRS Afghanistan Mission. 

Fr Jesu Raja Raju (MDU)  Appointed to JRS Afghanistan Mission. 

 

Studies for Conference Common Works: 

Fr Ronald Lawrence Serrao (KAR) Assigned to Common Works, for Islamic Studies. 

     Residing at ISI_D Hostel. 

Fr Midhun Francis (KER)  Appointed to Study Arabic & Urdu at Henry Martin 

     Institute, Hyderabad; residing in the hostel on campus. 

Assistancy Committees: 

Fr Lancy Lobo (GUJ) & Ms. Auxilia Peter Resource persons to JFFSA. (7
th

 Nov, 2019). 

 

Fr Joy Karayampuram (PAT) Coordinator for “Safeguarding work”, along with Frs. 

Stanislaus Alla (AND), Konrad Noronha (BOM), Joye James (KER), Sr. Tersa Paul CSC. 

(7
th

 Nov, 2019) 

 

Gratitude for services rendered to Common Houses & Works of South Asia: 

Fr Michael Amaladoss (MDU) & Fr Rudi Heredia (BOM) for services to the JFFSA. 

Fr Gnanapragasam Alex (JAM) for services to JDV, Papal Seminary as Secretary &  

Treasurer and of estate manager and investments for JDV, PS & DNC. 

Br. FulgenceEkka (MAP) as Treasurer VJ Delhi. 

Fr Caesar D‟Cunha (GUJ) as Spiritual Director VJ Delhi (2017 – 20). 

Fr Sannybhai (Jebamalai Stanislaus) GUJ as JESA Sec. (Oct 2011 – May 2020). 

Br. Hermon Anthony (NEP) Adm& Sec. Sadhana Institute, (2014-2020) 

Fr Ilanko Xavier M. (CEN) as Spiritual Director DNC, Pune. 

Fr Robin Seelan (CEN) as Librarian of SatyaNilayam, Chennai. 

Fr Thomas Anthonysamy (PAT) as Tertian Instructor at Goa; Co-Tertian Instructor Kandy. 

Fr Lumnesh Kumar (KAR) as GIAN & Conference Coordinator for Ecology. 

Fr Paul Raj Santiago (KHM) as Spiritual Director of DNC, Pune. 

 

 

 

 

Fr George Pattery, SJ 

President, Jesuit Conference of South Asia 

Date: 28
th

 April, 2020 
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REMEMBRANCES      MANY HAPPY RETURNS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAY 

01/1999     Fr. Wilfred Manatunga 82/44 

05/1958 Fr. Joannes Santoro  68/50 

07/1945 Fr. Ferdinand Bonnel  07/45 

07/1955 Fr. Aloysius Melpignano 62/46 

07/1949 Fr. S. Frappe   72/50 

10/1941 Fr. Henry Bury  80/57 

11/1985 Fr. Julius Pogany  76/51 

14/1930 Fr. Augustus Standaert 71/51 

14/1955 Fr. Peter C. Beach  36/17 

15/1988 Fr. Olivio Morelli  76/56 

16/1941 Fr. Albert Fraser  35/12 

16/1961 Fr. K. Aloysius Mary  69/46 

17/1934 Fr. F. X. Heimburger  77/60 

17/1944 Fr. Charles Louwers  67/49 

19/1913 Fr. Theodulus Neut  63/38 

21/1929 Fr. Louis Lennerts  44/26 

25/1960 Fr. Gopal Theophilus  66/41 

26/1949 Fr. Adolphus Closset  85/65 

27/1965 Fr. Francis D‟Amelia  60/45 

 

 

MAY 

 

03/1967 Premkumar Alexis 

10/1927 Lorio Lloyd 

10/1971 Thurairasa Sahayanathan 

11/1994 John Britto Lambert  

20/1996 Randil Jayamaha  

26/1978 Juan Carlos Pallardel  

30/1943 Perera Baylon 

30/1958 Stanley Charles Philips 

30/1964 Pitchai Richard 

JUNE 

12/1939    Weerasinghe Anton  

16/1974    Fernando Milroy 

22/1959    Fernando Patrick 

28/1992 Abraham Ilonthan (Novice) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEXT   EDITING 

Please send your reports/pictures/photographs on or before Monday 25
th

 May, 2020 to the 

Editor, Sri Lanka Jesuits‟ NEWSLETTER, 

 

 
  

        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

sociussrilanka@gmail.com 


