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Father Adolfo Nicolas SJ

None of them questioned why such horrible
tragedy should occur in a “developed”
country like India. None of them tweeted
about their “shock and astonishment.”

One pregnant elephant was killed eating an
explosive laden pineapple in Palakad District
of Kerala. Two central ministers expressed
their anguish and disgust. Several Bollywood
and cricket stars tweeted expressing shock
and astonishment. It is not right to kill an
animal. But the question here is about the value
of human life. Does human life mean anything
at all? Migrant tragedy is not a matter of
importance for news channels, social media,
Bollywood stars, cricket stars and so on. Over
300 human lives lost is nothing compared to
the loss of life of an elephant because those
humans who lost their lives are poor,
powerless and voiceless. By standing for
them, you may not get headlines.

Whom do we stand for? As disciples of Jesus,
we are called upon to support and empower
the voiceless, exploited and marginalized. We
should be present among the migrants and
do whatever is possible to help mitigate their
sufferings. We are doing what we can but still
we can take a few more steps to be with them
at this hour of need. Let God give us the
courage to stand for the anawim of Yahweh.

It is said that around 305
migrants died on their way
back home due to starvation,
dehydration, accidents,
exhaustion and the  like. Very
few dignitaries and
Bollywood or cricket stars
expressed their sorrow at the
loss of lives.

Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network (PWPN):
The Way of the Heart: We pray that all those who

may suffer find their way in life, allowing themselves

to be touched by the Heart of Jesus.

Father Adolfo Nicolas SJ, former Superior General
of the Society of Jesus, from 2008 to 2016, died at
Tokyo, Japan on 20 May 2020, at the age of 84 years.
Born in Palencia (Spain) on 29 April 1936, he entered
the Society of Jesus in 1953 and, after philosophy,
was sent to Japan. After his priestly ordination and
studies, Fr Nicolas taught theology at Sophia
University in Tokyo and later was assigned other
important ministries as  director of EAPI in Manila,
Rector of Scholastics in Tokyo and Provincial
Superior of Jesuits in Japan in 1993. He worked
among the poor immigrants of Tokyo for four years.
In 2004, he was appointed moderator of the
Conference of Jesuit provincials for East Asia and
Oceania. General Congregation 35 elected him as
General. After eight years in office, he convoked
General Congregation 36, which accepted his
resignation. His successor, Fr Arturo Sosa SJ,
announcing his predecessor’s death, wrote: “Fr
A. Nicolas served the mission of the Society of
Jesus……with a spirit of joyful service to others,
smiling….(when) under pressure.”
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Celebrating Golden Jubilee

Mr Shyamal Palmer, Sahibganj

On 31st May, Pentecost Sunday as well as the
Birthday of the Church, the Jesuit residence at St
Xavier’s, Sahibganj was brightly decorated for the
celebration of Fr Bhaskaran Maria John
Chandran’s 50 years in the Society of Jesus. The
St. Xavier’s Chapel on the first floor of the Jesuit
residence welcomed the Religious and the Laity of
the local communities. Fr Varghese Palli SJ, the
Provincial, Fr Stany Pinto SJ, the Socius and this
year’s Golden Jubilarian, Br Bernard Kisku SJ of
Jisu Jaher, Dumka, arrived early in the morning to
represent the Province. At 7:00 am Fr Chandran SJ,
flanked by Fr Melchisedek Tigga SJ, the Rector and
Fr   Maria Ambrose, the Parish Priest of Sahibganj
Parish, made his way to the Altar, while the
congregation led by the choir under the able
direction of Mr Shyamal Palmer sang the entrance
hymn “All over the world, the Spirit is moving…”.

The Holy Mass began with a few words of welcome
by Fr Rector, pointing out briefly the significance
of the day. Fr Hilary D’Souza SJ, the Principal, then
read out a short narration of the bionotes of Fr.
Chandran. Fr Hillary said that Fr Chandran hails
from a devout Catholic family of Brahmin converts,
guided and cared for by the French Jesuit
Missionaries and the Indian Jesuits of Madurai
Province. He had nurtured the desire of becoming
a Jesuit priest after he came under the influence of
his singing Parish priest, a French Missionary and
Fr Paul Wenisch SJ joined the Madurai Province
on June 1st 1970, at the age of 20 after completing
his B.Sc. Physics from St Joseph’s College, Trichy.
Later on, he discerned and decided to opt for the
Santal Region in the year 1975. As Jesus was
tempted three times, Fr Chandran, too, was tempted
to leave the Society three times. But his close
connection with the Lord through Prayers saved his
vocation. Fr Chandran has been serving in the Santal

He was the man on a mission to lead the Society to
seek the ‘magis’ (depth) in the intellectual and
spiritual life and the universal apostolic options.
He embarked on the restructuring of the Society to
meet present-day needs worldwide. May the Lord
repay his faithful servant with His Beatific Vision!

Region in different capacities: Socius to Novice Master,
Assistant Parish Priest in Mundli, Cilimpur and Mariam
Pahar, Assistant Director and Director at Vinay Bhavan,
Teacher of St Xavier’s Sahibganj, Raiganj and Jisu
Jaher, Dumka, Vice-Principal of St Xavier’s Raiganj
and Sahibganj, Counselor at St Ignatius Hostel as well
as St Xavier’s Sahibganj and Chaplin of the Convents
of Sahibganj. Fr Hilary also added that the Jesuit
community at Sahibganj is privileged to have him in
this community as he keeps the community lively, being
an outspoken person. He also sets an example to other
community members to live a Jesuit way of life. During
his homily, Fr Chandran shared his vocation story with
all of us. He expressed his gratitude to God and to all
those who had been guiding him throughout his religious
life.

Though these were ‘Lockdown’ days, courtesy of Mr
Covid 19! On this auspicious day we wish and pray
that Fr Chandran be filled with the Holy Spirit to work
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All of us have now come to know better the pain
and sorrow, as well as the heartbreak, of true
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more zealously in the Lord’s vineyard for many more
years. After the Mass, in the same Chapel, Sr Anita
Kispotta DSA emceed a short felicitation programme
which included songs and dances by the Sisters of the
local Convents. At the end, Fr Chandran thanked
everyone. All, then, proceeded to the refectory to the
accompaniment of music, beating of drums and dancing
led by Sr Virginia and other DSA Sisters. All had a
sumptuous breakfast, thanks to Fr. Xavier SJ, the able
Minister. Fr Melchi, Fr. Xavier and all the other
members of the Jesuit Community at St Xavier’s saw
to it that the celebration went off pretty well to the
satisfaction of all.

big or small. Judging by the pandemic’s effects on the
world, it is apparent that the coronavirus has caughtthe
global health care sector unawares on how to combat
it, not to mention to prevent its prevalence. It has also
revealed an appalling shortage of doctors and
paramedics, hospitals and life-saving equipment, not
to mention medical materials and drugs.

I am deeply saddened as we experience the reality of
death or the struggling for survival of friends and family
members because of this disease. We see many around
us who have lost jobs that have sustained them and
their families just disappeared literally overnight, as
the Indian economy had to shut down in order to curtail
the spread of the virus. To be compassionate on such
occasions is a natural feeling in many of us. We too
were moved to do something for the poor neighbours.
Three times we distributed food materials to families.
We systematically organized the project and distributed
the packets for which the families were very happy and
grateful.

      Corona: An Eye Opener for Humanity

MJ Peter SJ, Kalidanga

An unknown virus called corona has brought the world
to a standstill. The Covid-19 cases today have
exceeded 6.8 million, and more than 398,000 people
have died. In India, there are already more than 235,000
cases and 6500 deaths. The merciless pandemic
continues to wreak havoc across the globe with no
end in sight. The Lockdown has made people stay at
home and what a nightmare for those who live in tiny,
ramshackle dwellings, or for the homeless! Imagine
the situation of the migrant workers, daily labourers,
and construction workers. I think of all these people,
especially women and children who try to make both
ends meet. I think of the number of sick people who
were coming to our centre, the elderly small farmers
and their families who work hard to produce healthy
food without destroying nature, without hoarding,
without exploiting people’s needs.

As we so often come to discover during and after a
crisis passes, there are silver linings and often
beautiful by-products that emerge through the
sorrow and pain.

Coronavirus keeps attacking the world with spine-
chilling aggression and intensity, sparing no nation,
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isolation. I personally have experienced the frustration
that comes from being stuck in the house. I have now
lived with the anguish of the loneliness of not being in
the daily presence of patients, friends and neighbours. I
strongly believe that as a people of faith, we can and
must emerge from this pandemic more empathetic than
ever to the reality of loneliness. What we now feel must
serve as the spark needed to fan into a flame the desire
to do more to be present to those among us who suffer
the inability to move beyond their homes.

Exodus without a Promised Land                       Jacob Hembrom SJ, Satia

The announcement, just four hours before the lockdown was due to start, caused an exodus among the
working poor. Thousands fled to their villages on foot, often hundreds of kilometers away, leading to the
death of several people. But not all of its effects have become apparent yet. With the lockdown suspending
all forms of work for several weeks, India’s poorest from some of the country’s most underdeveloped regions
now face penury and deprivation.

A man walks ahead carrying a bundle of bags on one
of his shoulders, another child holding on to his right
hand. Ahead of them walk similar groups. This is a
common sight on the roads of Dumka, Pakur, Godda
and Sahibganj Districts of the Eastern part of the State
of Jharkhand, the famous land of Sidho and Kanhu, the
great heroes of Santals, who gave identity and dignity
to the Adiwasis especially in this part of the region by
rescuing the land from the rich ‘Zamindars’ and the
British exploitation. India is also the land of Mahatma Gandhi, the Father of the nation, who had told the
Indian political leadership that whenever they made a policy of governance they should keep the last and the
least of the Indians in their mind. That wise advice was not heeded to over the years by the then policymakers.
That has been proved during the Corona virus lockdown that started on March 25. The plight of India’s
hapless migrant laborers came into sharp focus when 16 were crushed by a speeding goods train near Aurangabad
in Maharashtra state around 5am on May 8. These sorts of harrowing human stories still continue to haunt and
disturb us.
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In order to respond to the situation aptly and meaningfully Paharia Seva Samiti, Satia has opened a “Quarantine
Home” rather “Welcoming Home” for our neighbors  who came walking, covering hundreds of kilometers on
foot and some who were reached at least to their destinations. It’s basically for all those who are asked by the
government to be in the home Quarantine but unable to have the basic facilities due to the poor infrastructure at
home. We have 38 inmates (Paharias and Santals) hailing from Littipara Block. They had been to different
cities and towns (Hydeabad, Tamilnadu, Pune, Kolkata, Rajasthan, Gurgaon, Visakhapatnam ) in India in search
of their livelihood. It’s really heartbreaking to listen to their journey of “the way of the cross”. We fruitfully
engage them by giving to them the inputs on life in general.

There is a general feeling in our area that the impact of lockdown on farmers will be really harsh. Due to
insufficient income people have already started selling the seeds that they had. To respond to the issue, the
Samiti has planned to distribute some seeds to the farmers. The villagers will also be given vegetable saplings
to plant in their fields so that they can generate some income for their immediate needs.

The Samiti has distributed 10 kgs of rice and a soap to every student studying in our school. The total strength
of the students in the school is 510. The Samiti is also trying to help the villagers to benefit from the various
schemes from the Block.  The NAREGA is one such scheme. This would fetch our people some work to keep
the families going especially at this critical period of the pandemic when people find it difficult make both ends
meet.

Thank You, Front Line Warriors! Mr Shyamal Palmer, Sahibganj

While staying at home due to Covid-19, the students
of St Xavier’s School, Sahibganj, are not only attending
the online classes but also making use of their time at
home doing some useful works given by the school.
One of these is making attractive “Thank You” cards
for the frontline warriors like doctors, nurses, sweepers,
and policemen. The school has, recently, collected from
the students about 7000 such cards. Fr Hilary D’Souza
SJ, the Principal, in the company of Fr Ignatius Lakra
SJ, the Headmaster of Hindi medium, met the D.C. of
Sahibganj and handed over these cards to him. The D.C.
was quite appreciative of this gesture and sent the
following message to the students: “Dear Students,
Thanks a lot for such a lovely gesture and your warm

wishes. We are overwhelmed to see so much of support coming
from you all. It means a lot for all of us especially our front

line workers like Healthcare and ICDS workers, safai karmi,
policemen. The painstaking effort you all have taken in

designing these cards shows the strong character and a feeling
of empathy you carry for others. I would also like to thank

your school administration and teachers who are mentoring
you to be responsible citizens of the country. It has reignited

our passion to work more vigorously for the cause. We assure
you that we will do whatever it takes to check the spread of

virus. You all please Stay at Home!  I also appeal to your
family to do so and follow the precautionary guidelines.  Regards, Varun Ranjan, DC Sahibganj.”
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LOCKDOWN Experience at the Parish M. Arockiasamy SJ, Murguni

During this time of struggle and strife due to Covid-
19, many challenging questions and thoughts pass
through my mind as a pastor. What is happening in
the world and in our country: so much of suffering,
agony, pain and desperation makes me to think and
reflect, and ask the question: in what way can I be a
relevant Jesuit Pastor today? Jesus says in the Gospel:
“I tell you, whatsoever you did to one of the least
important of these brothers and sisters of mine, you
did it to ME!” (Mt 25/40). What shall I do? In my
room I have a picture of Praying Jesus. Whenever I
see or look at that picture, I raise my hands in prayer
and remember all the suffering brothers and sisters and offer them all to Jesus so that He may console them all.
Not only that, my daily celebration of the Holy Eucharist also becomes a source of intercession for all the people
who are in need of my support and spiritual help. There was a desire to read the New Testament during this time
of ‘LOCKDOWN.’ When I was reading through the Gospels two thoughts deeply touched me: first, “As he saw
the crowds, his heart was filled with pity for them…. (Mt 9/36); second, “He went up a hill by himself to pray”
(Mt 14/23). Yes Jesus was a Man filled with compassion and love for humankind and He was a Man of prayer
indeed. This is the heartfelt desire and wish of Jesus for all of us: to be a compassionate Jesuit and to be a man
of prayer. By praying with our Mother Mary – by reciting the Rosary – in the morning and in the evening we
could bring down ‘showers of blessings’ today on our sisters and brothers.

To be concrete in action to reach out to ‘the poorest of the poor’ we Jesuits in Murguni Parish in two phases
distributed some essential things like rice, potatoes, onions, dal, mixed masalas and mustard oil. We are grateful
to our Province for supporting and encouraging us to do some relief work in the parish.

Nature’s Gift       Dayal Lakra SJ, Jibonpur

Mrs. Celina Murmu, the Mukhia of Kotalpokhar panchayat and a parishioner of Jibonpur parish, made every
effort to get the much-needed ration from the Block for each family. As we inquired from the villagers, we
learned that each family had been provided ration for two months. Moreover, the elderly men and women were
provided with one meal a day in the Angan Bari centres. Nature itself opened the gate of Jibonpur campus for
some form of charity on the 26th of May. The boundary wall collapsed and many trees were uprooted due to
heavy wind and rain, and women and children rushed into the campus for firewood. We allowed them to carry
small branches freely for three days. We also gave some wood for seven families to repair their houses. The
whole Jibonpur village, consisting of thirty five families, has now enough firewood.

Helping the Migrants     Vernard Antony SJ, JOHAR

The only word that comes to my mind constantly in these two months is ‘Migrants.’ I was disturbed when the
migrants were treated very badly in the country after the announcement of lockdown. As I began my Online
Retreat, reflection and prayer were centered on the Migrants of India. Prayers and reflection continued as the
days of Lockdown increased. It is not the time to be silent, watching the miserable conditions of the Migrants,
but the time to reach out to them as they are badly in need of our help and support. For them everything is
DARK at this moment. Let me be a LIGHT, God’s Light to the Migrants. Yes, today the call for us is to give
God’s light to them.
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In the beginning of May, the Migrants began to reach Jharkhand. Most of them were found walking on foot
hundreds of kilometers and some in the cycles riding. Johar Community initiated ‘Johar-Team Helping the
Migrants’ movement in the middle of May. Dr. Sanjay Sabastian Marandi (Bablu), old student of St Xavier’s
Sahibganj, Ms. Sunita Murmu and Lawyer Samuel Soren joined this movement. In the beginning the team
was moving on the vehicles to different places reaching out to the Migrants with food and water and covered
Masanjore, Raneshwar, Asanbani, Pathabadi, Basukinath, Nunihat, Hansdiah, Jharkhand-Bihar Border,
Podayahat, Guhiajori, Gopikandor, Gumamore, Maheshpur, and Pakuria.

As the Migrants coming to Jharkhand and passing Dumka to reach West Bengal by cycles, buses and trucks
started increasing, Johar-Team chose Phulo-Jhano Chowk, near Dumka Bypass as the place to serve food and
water. Many Religious Congregations and the Lay people voluntarily came forward and joined ‘Johar-Team
Helping the Migrants.’ St Xavier’s Maharo, Sisters of Charity, Dudhani, CSST Sisters, Khijuria, Prof. Mary
Margaret Tudu, Sidu-Kanhu University, Dumka, joined the Johar-team and generously offered food and water
to the migrants on different days. Many Lay people are ready to offer help to the Migrants through Johar-
Team which is very encouraging. From May 14th to 31st the ‘Johar-Team Helping the Migrants’ has served

2095 Migrants with food and water.

God has chosen us to reach out to the Migrants at this
time with food and water and to LISTEN to their CRY.
‘Johar-Team Helping the Migrants’ so far was serving
food and water at the roadside; now in the second
phase, Johar-Team under the leadership of Fr Marianus
Minj SJ, Dr. Sanjay Sabastian Marandi, Mr. John
Soren and Lawyer Samuel Soren will focus on the
Migrants who have reached the villages and give
importance to Migrants’ Health, PDS, Job
opportunities through MNEREGA, Livelihood, and
Skill development. Central Zone, under the leadership
of Bagaicha, working hard to help the Jesuits and the
lay organizations to help the Migrants who are

reaching the villages. “Father, if WE don’t reach out to the people, who are in need, then, whoelse will ?”
These words of Dr. Sanjay Sebastian Marandi who is with ‘Johar-Team Helping the Migrants’ from day one
onwards constantly rings in my heart. Today my CALL, Our Call, is to help the Migrants. The Lord, who is
walking with the Migrants in their journey back to their home, is with us. He is our guide and our strength.
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Helping the Migrants Mr Shyamal Palmer, Sahibganj

In its first two phases of social service during

Covid-19, St Xavier’s School Sahibganj was
able reach out to about 900 needy families

in and around Sahibganj. The school has

already stepped into the third phase where

the focus is more on the migrants who are

travelling from different parts of the country.

The school vehicle leaves the Campus thrice

a day everyday (5:00 am, 8:00 am and 3:00

pm) with food items, water, masks etc in

search of these migrants on the roads in and

around Sahibganj town. We have already

distributed 453 packets of food items and

513 water bottles from 18th May to 28th May. Each packet had ½ kg sattu, ½ kg beaten rice, biscuit packets, 2

onions, 2 green chilies, salt, a plastic glass and one mask, and a water bottle separately. On the days of scorching

heat, an orange was also added in each packet. It is heart-wrenching and heart-breaking to see groups of migrants

walking down to their native villages in shabby dresses and fully exhausted. There are cases of migrants who

are not welcomed in their villages, even by their own people. They had to come back to Sahibganj to be

quarantined. One such migrant, who ran

away from the quarantine centre and

was not welcomed by his village

people, was given a lift by us to the

quarantine centre when he was found o n

the road fully exhausted and helpless.

Occasionally, monetary help was also

provided by us to some who did not

have a pie in their pockets.  Besides,

about 18 people attached to Disney

Land Mela, held at Sahibganj, who

were stranded due to lockdown, were

helped out by us with 75 kg of rice, 3 0

kg of chana dal, 30 kg onions and 50 k g

potatoes. They badly needed this help

from us as they are stranded without any income.

Fr. Xavier SJ, Sch Marianus Ekka SJ and Fr Ignatius Lakra SJ deserve special thanks as they have been playing

a leading role in leading and guiding the other Jesuits, Nuns and the teacher volunteers of the school in reaching

out to the needy migrants and stranded people. We are also grateful to both our teaching and non-teaching Staff

who once again expressed their willingness to sacrifice one more day’s salary to raise funds so that our school
is able to reach out to a maximum number of needy people at this time of crisis. A few of our teachers have been

regularly coming to the school to stitch masks and packing food provisions. May God continue to bless us!
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Relief Measures John Ravi SJ, Maharo

The Jesuit community at Maharo was very much
involved in the relief measures taken by the Province
to face the challenges of COVID-19. During the
nation-wide lockdown, in the last two months, we
extended our help by providing food provisions to
350 families in and around Maharo and Sarsabad
Panchayat under Jama block. This work was carried
out in two phases.  The community also provided
800 safety facial masks and 250 Sanitary Soaps to
the BDO of Jama to show our solidarity with
hundreds of people who were in the Quarantine
Centre in Jama.  In the month of May, we joined
hands with the Johar team and provided more than
800 lunch packets and 550 breakfast bags for the

Migrant workers who were travelling back to their homes from faraway states via Dumka. This was made
possible because of the many generous people who contributed their widow’s mite for this noble cause. Our
members of the staff in three of our institutions here namely St Xavier’s College, St Xavier’s Inter-college and
St Xavier’s Collegiate School contributed some amount from their salary despite their own constrains during
this lockdown. Our collaborators namely, Sisters of the Ursuline of Tildonk and Franciscan Aloysius Gonzaga
Sisters too generously extended their helping hands in preparing the food packets for migrant workers. In the
absence of two of our members, our community still worked together tirelessly to show our solidarity with our
suffering brothers and sisters. The Inter-college staff and the school staff specially deserve much appreciation
because they rose to the occasion to conduct online classes and online test for our students. Though it was a new
experience for many teachers, they involved themselves in teaching with dedication and devotion. Over all it
was a great learning experience for us all. On a personal note, the daily Eucharist and the evening adoration
helped us to pray for the world and the suffering humanity at large. It also helped us to surrender ourselves to
the Lord’s will in this challenging time of distress and uncertainty.

Covid-19 Relief Work Robert Lakra SJ, Kodma

The worldwide pandemic
Covid-19 has affected the
lives of many individuals in
an unimaginable way. Most of
the people are finding it
difficult to come to terms with
this new reality. Though
people are making an effort to
adjust to this new reality with
the expectation that the
pandemic will end soon, it is
impossible to foresee how
long it will last and what its
outcome will be. We have

realized from our observation and experiences that the struggle for survival of our people has become the
uppermost concern for us at this hour and we try our best to continue with our service by providing rations to
the most vulnerable and disadvantaged people.



As we see the lives of people, we realize the despair and frustration among the people created by the continuous

lockdown. We have taken a resolution to reach out and serve the most vulnerable people of our areas and show

our empathy towards them who are unable to cater to their needs during this hour. We have developed and

enhanced our helping hand and

emerged as a guiding light for the

people to fight hunger and pain

during this pandemic in the most

backward areas where surviving is

a challenge among the people. We

have taken initiative to provide

food and hygiene kits to the people

as they are the most sufferers

among all during this lockdown

period. Kodma Jesuit Community

along with Sona Santal Samaj

Samiti (SSSS) has so far distributed around 2000 face masks, Soaps and Rations (3kg of Rice, 1kg Dal and 2

kg Potatoes) to 833 families. We are also conducting Awareness programs to prevent the spread of Coronavirus

and take precautionary measures to avoid contracting the Virus. At the same time we are also trying to find

more and more people who are facing food crisis so that we can reach them and render our services. As people

of faith, it becomes mandatory for us to be united in spirit and create cooperation and unity among all to

approach them with our compassionate hearts with the expectant hope of a better society. We continue to pray

for all the people during this lockdown and also express our gratitude to the Governments and the Health

departments all over the globe who are trying their level best to find a cure and taking care of the affected

people with tremendous risks of their lives.

Humble Service to Our Paharia Families    Deepak Tirkey SJ, Bathbanga

Covid-19 has spread its dreadful tentacles all over the world. As a result the whole world is under the grip

of a grim Lockdown. Millions are affected by this pandemic. Many families are destroyed as people are

jobless, hungry and thirsty; many labourers are walking to reach their homes to meet their loved ones.

Many are psychologically disturbed. Overall the world is in chaos. The good thing is many NGOs and

people of goodwill are coming forward to help the labourers in various capacities. We, the Bathbanga

community, reached out to our neighboring Paharia people who really are poor and do not have enough to

eat. We approached Bathbanga, Digra, and Bhurkunda village headmen requesting them to help the families

who don’t have ration cards, and help the widows and old women who are really in need of help. Thanks to
St Xavier’s Sahibanj, Loyola Community Mundli and Kodma for the food materials, we could help our 80
Paharia families during this difficult time of Lockdown.
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Covid-19 Relief Work and Quarantine Peri Moses SJ, Tinpahar

Though the long drawn lockdown due to covid-19 affected everybody, the most affected are the poor and the
daily labourers. In our own neighbourhood, we came across many such people. They lacked money and food.
We, the Jesuits of Mundli community, decided to show our concern to them by way of sharing at least a few
days of food provisions with them. Our collaborators, Sisters from FC and St Anne’s convent too joined us. We
contacted local leaders from 10 neighbouring villages and requested them to prepare a list of people who really
need our help. They came up with the list of 260 households from different communities and religions. For two
days, 23rd & 24th May, we distributed packets of food provisions such as rice, dal, potatoes, onions, cooking oil,
salt, spice, soap, masks, and towels to them. It helped us to build relationship with our neighbours.

Nearly after two months after lockdown was announced, the people of Jharkhand who went to other States in
search of work started coming back. They were
almost abandoned and left to themselves to take
care of. Our school has been chosen to be one of
the quarantine centres from 25th May. Fr Sunit
Kullu SJ is the Director. We have provided space
for accommodation and cooking. About 85
persons including four women are staying here.
Most of them have landed from Maharashtra.
Listening to their stories is very heart-breaking.
Most of them lost their jobs and had to wait weeks
before they could get trains and connecting buses
to reach Jharkhand. When they landed in our
School, they were literally starving and hungry.
We are trying our best to make them feel wanted
and their stay comfortable. One of our own
Scholastics, Sushil Hansdak’, coming from
Bengaluru by Shramik express, landed in Taljhari
quarantine centre. After ten days, he has been

transferred to our quarantine centre here in Mundli, Tinpahar, where he complete his mandated fourteen days’
stay.

Rest in Peace!

Fr Valentine De Souza  SJ(GUJ, 92/74) on 06.04.2020 in Our Lady of Pillar Hospital, Vadodara, Gujarat,
India.

Fr Jose Javier Aizpun SJ (GUJ, 90/72) on 10.04.2020 in Buenos Aires, Argentina.

Fr Michael Hawkins SJ (DAR, 83/63) on 30.04.2020 at Pickering, Toronto, Canada.

Fr Jerome D’Souza SJ (BOM, 70/45) on 01.05.2020 at Andheri, Mumbai, Maharasthra. 

Fr Thomas Anthraper SJ (KER, 90/70) on 06.05.2020 at Christ Hall, Kozhikode, Kerala.

Fr Sidney D’Souza SJ (BOM/AOR 86/69) on 19.05.2020 in Nairobi.

FR ADOLFO NICOLÁS SJ (JPN, 84/67) on 20.05.2020 in Tokyo, Japan.

Fr K. George Pulparambil (MDU, 91/71) on 22.05.2020 in Dindigul, Tamil Nadu.

Sr Martha Tigga (Handmaid of Mary), aged 80, the elder sister of Fr Hilarius Prasann Tigga SJ on 28.04.2020,
in Chhattisgarh.

Mr Ruben, 30 yrs, brother of Sch A. Donic Raja of Chennai Province on 04.06.2020 in Coimbatore, Tamil
Nadu.   
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