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COVID-19 pandemic is playing 
havoc all over the world and 
creating sufficient disruptions in 
the human society. The worst 
disruption has been taking place in 
the lives of migrants, daily wage 
workers ,  farmers ,  landless  
labourers, contract auto/taxi 

drivers and families below poverty line in cities. 
The visuals of migrants walking home reminds 
some about the biblical exodus and some others 
about the heartbreaking partition of India and 
Pakistan. 
The three Eastern states of India, Bihar, 
Jharkhand and Odisha, sends most number of 
men and women as labour force to the Southern 

and Western states of India. 
Jamshedpur Province area did not 
feel the disruption in the lives of 
people, initially. A good number of 
Good Samaritans in Jamshedpur 
city made sure that deserving 
people do not go hungry in the East 
Singhbhum district. Our visits to 
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COVID-19 Disruptions Offer New  Apostolic Priority    -Fr Jerome Sequeira, SJ



railways station, bus stand and 
market places did not connect us to 
people in whom we need to be 
involved. 
What shall we do? Whom shall we 
reach out? These two questions 
taunted Jamshedpur Jesuits when 

the first phase of nationwide lockdown was 
introduced in the country. While the Southern 
and Western Jesuit Provinces were fully engaged 
in accompanying stranded migrants from 
Eastern states of India, the Jamshedpur Jesuits 
and alumni of our institutes started connecting 
with the families of migrants in remote areas of 

the Province area. Since then we 
have reached out approximately 
8825 households and 24221 
individuals through various relief 
activities. 

Until May 13, the Jamshedpur 

Province area maintained green zone 

status, except Bhubaneswar, the capital 

of state of Odisha. This scenario has 

completely changed and recording big 

spike in positive cases. Within a period 

of two weeks, Jamshedpur city area has 

recorded 96 positive cases, including two of our 

Scholastics Biren Baa and Nitish Xaxa who came by 

shramik train from Chennai.  Sch. Praveen Jose 

narrates the travel ordeals from the time they were 

asked to go back to their respective Provinces. The 

return of migrants from cities to the villages is 

pushing us to new frontiers. The post covid-19 will 

offer new apostolic priorities as the 

youth may not prefer to return to cities 

in the near future. 

Covid-19 has brought some changes 

in us. The people whom we thought 

as our guardians and the place 

which we felt as comfortable 

as mother's lap disowned us. 

We had to leave Chennai and 

proceed to Jamshedpur. The 

mere thought of traveling back 

to the province by the Shramik 

Special crippled us with 

anxiety. We tried some other 

possibilities but our efforts 

went in vain. Finally, with 

great struggle and efforts we 

walked to reach Egmore Railway 

station. We were made to wander from place to 

place before the officials let us go inside the station. 

There we saw our migrant brothers with their 

families waiting without much food 

and water to get back to their native 

places. It was impossible to 

think how they would get the 

train, because as educated 

people, it was difficult for us 

to get a place in Shramik 

Special. Social distancing was 

maintained only before 

boarding the train. Once we 

boarded the train, it was like 

an ordinary train journey 

where people sit together 

comfortably. Amidst all 

uncertainties, we began our journey 

Learning to Live with COVID-19 - Personal Encounters

Sch Pravin Jose 

Relief Activity Beneficiaries Number Amount  

Dry ration Distribution  
Non-ration card families, rag pickers, daily laborers, widows, single parents, differently 

abled, migrants, slum dwellers 
8825 4141695 

PPEs - mask, sanitizers, 

gloves  

Street children, differently abled, senior citizens, daily wagers, widows, orphans, 

farmers, volunteers, vegetable sellers, staff 
3700 178000 

Nutrition packets Children below age 6, pregnant women & lactating mothers 4421 625076 

Awareness Program  Students, parents and Staff 16100 36000 

Chief Minister Fund     1400000 

Quarantine Center Basahatu, De Nobili School Gomoh, Sanghabhanka   

PDS & Testing Center Loyola School Bhubaneswar * Jamshedpur,    

 Approximate amount spent by the Province, including Institutes and alumni 33046 6380771 

 



to CKP. All the passengers were 

served with breakfast, lunch and 

supper by people assigned by the 

government. The journey from 

Chennai ended at Dhanbad that was 

unexpected because our plan was to 

go to CKP. So it was a challenging experience 

because we were not knowing what would happen 

after getting down in Dhanbad. There we had to 

wait for a long time to board a bus to Jamshedpur. 

Because of God's providence we could reach 

Jamshedpur safely but our experience in Covid-19 

testing center at Loyola School was 

disgusting. We reached Jesu Bhavan 

safe, tired and hungry. All the same 

we are grateful to God and others 

who helped us to reach our 

destination. 

The lockdown imposed by the 

government caused negative 

impact on all sections of people 

especially, the migrants, daily 

wagers and also to our men in 

formation. Though we are going 

through a tough situation, yet we, 

e s p e c i a l l y  C a j e t a n  a n d  

Prabhakar, took classes for the 

candidates, concluded on May 2 by 

conducting tests and gave farewell 

to Sch. Binay.  The local candidates 

left for home and the rest requested 

repeatedly to go home for holidays.  

On May 18, Ranjit and Sch. Binay 

reached two of them to Simdega 

and on May 22, another group to 

Tangrain. But two of them had to 

come back to LPG, and one form 

Sambalpur volunteered to stay back.

 My journey was different from others, never 

thought of riding a bike for almost fifteen and 

half hours, 365 km on a day in hot sun. Initially, it 

was anxiety but later it turned into freedom. Like 

Abraham, I was guided by the Spirit; it was not an 

ordinary journey but a journey with faith. I saw 

migrant workers returning home, some walking, 

some by trucks, buses and some by train. Seeing 

their pathetic situation, I questioned myself 

about the existence of the omnipotent God. Later 

I realized that God has given free will to us 

humans and for this reason it is not God who is 

responsible but humans. Deep within me I could 

hear “I am with you always, to the end of the 

time”. From then on I whispered prayer for the 

health and safe journey of the walking migrants. 

While returning I could hear the train coming and 

stopped for a minute and saw the smile and joy on 

the face of the migrants. My 

personal reflection and answer is 

that God is there with the migrants, 

giving them strengths and energy to 

walk miles and miles even today. 

Sch Binay Kerketta

Fr Biranchi Soreng

A pall of gloom loomed large as the 
Khordha bound train from 
Pondicherry halted nearly 60 Km 
away at Neergundi Station. Worse 
still, “The passengers from 
Khordha and Ganjam were not 
allowed to de-board even at 
Neergundi Station but instead were 
taken to Balasore Station despite 
their tearful supplication for 
empathy  f rom government  
authorities. At the station, I could 
see tight security arrangements as if 
some notorious criminals were 
coming out from the train. The 
plight of covid travellers is beyond 
words” minces and reminisces an 
exhausted Gerry during our supper 
time.                              
With prompt response to the 
emergency call of His grace, 
Theodore Mascarenhas, the 
auxiliary bishop of Ranchi Arch-
Diocese, our diplomatic tempered 
Gerry prudently approached the 
higher authorities of the police 
department and arranged a bus 
service for the safe travel of some 
30 students from Jharkhand 
pursuing their engineering in 
Pondicherry. “Thanks to the 

Tahsildar, after all the detailed screening and 
other formalities, our young students were 
escorted into the bus destined for Ranchi” beams 
our Gerry with a sigh of relief. 
On behalf of Odisha Jesuit Society, our 
magnanimous Gerry distributed appetizing food 
packs to all the students that compensated their 
nutritional deficiencies of the lockdown period. 
Some students spontaneously uttered, “Pichle 

do mahine se hamlog thik se 
khana nahi khaye hai” (We have 
no proper food for the last two 
months). Expressing their profuse 
gratitude to Gerry, all the 30 
students waved their hands as the 
bus rolled into motion. JAI HO, 
Gerry! 
During our table talk, Gerry 



KM Joseph

Loyola School, Jamshedpur is one 

of the Screening and testing centres 

of migrants and students returning 

to Jharkhand from various part of 

the country. 

T h e  w o r k  
th

began on 13  

May when  

the district 

administratio

n brought the 

first batch of 

people to the 

campus. As 

the days went 

b y  t h e  

number  o f  

migrants also 

i n c r e a s e d .  

The migrants 

were picked 

up from the 

r a i l w a y  

stations and 

from Ranchi airport were brought 

to the campus for registration and 

test. After the initial hic ups the 

work began to flow smoothly. The 

administration provided the people 

with drinking water and meals 

while they waited for their turn for 

registration. The number of 

officials visited the campus 

showed the seriousness with which 

government  has  taken the  

wellbeing of the people. The 

cleaning workers from the 

administration made sure that the 

place was kept clean and hygienic. 

Some of the officials were in the 

campus for 14 to 16 hours regularly 

for days. There was a committed group of 

medical team that examined the people.

With occasional rain fall the first few days were 

quite comfortable for the people who came in for 

registration and test. But as the temperature and 

humidity began to soar misery also increased. It 

became hard to wait hours in the gallery for their 

turn of examination and arrangement of 

transport to their places of quarantine. It was 

painful to watch the mothers with children 

restlessly waiting for their turn. The most painful 

thing was people reaching at the wee hours at the 

gate waiting in the buses till the administration 

finally allowed them to enter the campus at 7 or 

later. It is not at all pleasant after travelling hours 

and days by train and road with minimum 

facilities to control the need for a washroom and 

fresh water for refreshing themselves. 

We cannot but notice the eagerness of people to 

reach their homes at the earliest. There is 

nothing, after all, in this world like one's own 

home where one really feels 

secure. People considered the 

hardships worth when think of the 

comfort and security of home.  

From our part we 

provided the best 

that we could offer 

to keep high the 

dignity of our 

brethren. Without 

a second thought 

the school gave the 

auditorium with 

all its facilities to 

the people. We 

also made sure that 

w a t e r  a n d  

electricity was 

available twenty-

four hours. Our 

interaction with 

the people were 

minimum since 

the administration 

discouraged it for health reasons. 

However, the community showed 

its solidarity with our people. The 

campus looked something like a 

bus stand with buses coming and 

going and at times we had a dozen 

buses parked in the basketball 

court. The work will go for a few 

more days if not weeks. Though the 

reopening of the school does not 

seem a reality soon, our hearts are 

open to welcome our brothers and 

sisters from far and wide.

demystified the horrendous plight 
of the worst-sufferer poor masses 
due to poor communication and 
coordination among various 
g o v e r n m e n t  d e p a r t m e n t s .  
Seemingly, starvation is more 
frightening than corona pandemic 
to the “Anawims” of the lockdown 
period as their traumatic flight 

speaks volumes on their pitiable plight. At this 
juncture of salvific history, the Suffering Servant 
is awakening the consciousness of all the 
servants of Christ's mission for the immediate 
actualization of “the Option for the Poor” 
through their apostolic involvements.

Fr Ajit Soreng

The unplanned decision to 

lockdown the country brought 

untold miseries and sufferings to 

the poor, especially the daily wage laborers, auto 

rickshaw drivers and rickshaw pullers, widows 

with little children, the domestic helps and their 

families supported by others who 

all of a sudden lost their means of 

income. At the invitation of the 



Province, Jesus Bhavan decided to 

reach out to 30 such deserving 

families. Mrs. Julie Khatoon, from 

Loyola Hindi School and Mr. 

Sanaulla Ansari, a three-wheeler-

auto driver helped 

identifying such 

families.

I n  o u r  

neighborhood, the 

poor were getting 

regular supply of 

cooked food and 

other materials, and 

their needs were, to 

some extent, met. 

So on looking out 

for areas where no 

help was reaching, 

w e  f o u n d  t h a t  

K a p a d i a  a n d  

D a n g o r d i h  i n  

S a r a i k e l a -

Kharsawan District 

needed attention. 

Julie helped in 

identifying the most deserving 

families in Kapali and Sanaulla in 

Dangordih and we selected 16 

families from Kapali and 14 from 

Dangordih for weekly supply of 

dry ration consisting of rice, dal, oil 

and salt. With the help of the first 

year novices we packed the food 

items on Saturdays after supper and distributed 

on Sundays. Avoiding large numbers to maintain 

social distancing, distribution was done in our 

campus.  The group from Kapali came at 9.00 

a.m. and from Dangordih at 10.00 a.m.  Most of 

them walked all the way including the widows. 

Discipline was not a problem since most of them 

came alone at staggered intervals but within the 

stipulated time. 

We were able to know the situation of their 

respective families well and to experience their 

pain and agony caused by lockdown. A widow 

with five children, worked in families cleaning 

utensils, rooms and washing 

clothes, lost her job and had 

nothing to feed her children. On 

certain days, she received some 

help from her neighbors to feed her 

c h i l d r e n  a t  

least one meal.  

R e c e i v i n g  

ration from us 

brought tears 

of joy and a 

sense of relief 

in her.  Our 

contact with 

these families 

have given us 

an opportunity 

to know how 

blessed we are.  

We  h a v e  a  

secure place to 

stay and are 

assured of our 

regular meals.  

The novices 

t oo  had  an  

occasion to see people suffering 

and to experience the joy in 

reaching out to them in such 

misery. James Kalapura with the 

help of Ajit and James Bara, leave 

no stone unturned to make this 

relief program with human touch.

during the Lockdown St. Xavier's 
Parish and School, distributed 
rations to 400 families and 
nutrition packets to 360 individuals 
sponsored by JJS and XLRI. On the 
first day of the relief work, the 
Provincial, Socius, Fr. Christie, Fr. 
George Mutholil and Prof. 
Madhukar came that made a big 
difference to our collaborators, 
teachers, catechists and youth. In 
t h e  a f t e r n o o n ,  t h e  B D O ,  
Khuntpani, also joined us in the 
good work. We receive a lot of help 
from the village Mundas too.  The 
rations were distributed to the 
families of sick, old, widows, 
orphans, the crippled and non-
ration card holders, which included 
10 Kg of Rice, 2 Kg of Pulses, and 
one litter of oil per family. The 

nutrition packets were given 
to the pregnant and lactating 
women, and children below 
age six with malnutrition. 
The nutrition packets had 1.5 
Kg of red gram and 1 Kg of 
Jaggery per person.

The beneficiaries were 
selected through the survey 
of four Panchayats – Bhoya, 
Keyadchallom, Matkobera 
and Purunia – comprising of 
30 villages. Survey and 
distribution were done by 
the teachers, the catechists 
and the youth under the 
guidance of James Samad, 
Benedit  Minj ,  Nelson 
Castelino and Joseph Surin, 
Roshan Toppo and James 
Deep Xalxo.

COVID-19: Response 

At Basahatu 



At TRTC, all the programs were 

cancelled, the Staff stayed at home 

and after the first phase of 

Lockdown, they 

were asked to 

resume work  

s t r i c t l y  

m a i n t a i n i n g  

s o c i a l  

d i s t a n c i n g .  

Directed by the 

Province Covid-

19  Response  

C o m m i t t e e ,  

together with 

Lok Manch, we 

t o o k  t r o u b l e  

i d e n t i f y i n g  

names of needy 

f a m i l i e s ,  

obtained ID Pass 

for relief work 

from the local 

BDOs to begin the work. TRTC has 

finished the first phase of relief 

work through the support of JJS 

Covid-19 Response Committee. A 

total of 250 families from remote villages around 

Saranda, Pandabir and Barkela Panchayats of 

Khuntpani block were given relief materials 

while the Provincial sparked the event in Bara 

Lagia weekly hut. Simultaneously, TRTC is 

focusing on the sustainability of the villages. The 

Aadhaar card, Job card, Ration card, if any, and 

Family data is collected to help in 

MNREGA Scheme. We are also 

helping the BDOs implementing 

the Govt. projects like 

plantation, small scale 

irrigation, fishery, etc. 

The second phase of 

R e l i e f  w o r k  i s  

continuing now through 

the help of the Azim 

Premji Philanthropic 

Initiatives. The family 

data from different 

p a n c h a y a t s  o f  

Khuntpani Block is 

collected that shows 

650 families will be 

benefitting from this 

relief work. The hectic 

a w a r e n e s s  d r i v e  

regarding Covid-19 is 

carried out from village 

t o  v i l l a g e  b y  

dis tr ibut ing pamphlets  and 

banners.

At Chaira…on April 21, Pancras came with a 

truck load of essential articles for 

distribution in the villages to seven 

hundred pregnant and lactating 

women of Dhalbhum block through 

the Anganwadis and to three hundred 

a n d  f i f t y  b e n e f i c i a r i e s  i n  

Gudabandha block. We distributed 

food stuff sent by the province but the 

supply ran short and three Anganbadi 

centers in Dhalbhumgarh block could 

not be supplied. On the arrival of the 

supplementary food for these centers, 

first Pancras and then Niral with the 

help of the Sisters distributed the stuff 

in three days' time. The remaining 

food packets were distributed to some 

Sabar families in Dumarbandhi 

village. 

Chaira

At TRTC

Tumudibandha,

At Tumudibandha, despite the lockdown, the OCI made 

inroads into the villages.  From May 1 to 9, it was engaged in 

contacting people and meeting them in smaller numbers to 

create awareness about Covid-19 and the preventive 

measures, demonstrating how hands should be washed 

often, and then distributed soap and masks. Side by side, we 

made assessment and selected the most vulnerable 

households from four Gram Panchayats – Subarnagiri, Ora, 



Madaguda and Sartul that needed support 

to cope with the situation created by 

lockdown. On May 12 and 13, both 

Tumudibandha and Pajikeri community 

had a hectic schedule for making relief 

packets for distribution well marshaled by 

Fr. Wally. From May 14 to 18, we 

distributed the packets to 400 selected 

families. Sincere thanks to the Sarpanche 

and Community Leaders who offered 

voluntary services in awareness building, 

identifying the vulnerable households and 

distributing relief packets. The relief 

packets would be distributed again in the 

second week of June.

At XIMB, “Xavier Relief 
Team” comprising of the 
outgoing and the present 
student council members, 
and some staff and faculty 
members successfully 
completed the third phase 
of Covid-19 relief work 
by distributing 1100 relief 
kits to the Home for the 
street children and the 
aged, Centre for the 
differently abled and to 
t he  dese rv ing  s lum 
dwellers.  

XUB

At Kalijharan, as the whole humanity experiences 
the grace of oneness by extending their helping hand, 
so too we offer our help to ten poor families of sick, 
old, orphan and widows by providing them essential 
provisions for time being leaving the future to God 
our loving Father. 

Kalijharan



Amda John Sumbrui

COVID19 Lock-down affected 
the normal and regular work of 
CSWC. The RCS program of 
April was cancelled with the 
hope of having in the month of 
June. The AC in the operation 
theatre is out of order. The solar 
charger and water filter in our 
Jesuit house is not working. The 
mechanics for the regular 
maintenance-repair have been 

contacted with the hope of having them after 
the lockdown is lifted. Gyan is keeping in 
touch with DFIT office, Chennai for various 
requirements and needs. He has equipped the 
hospital with thermal scanner, gloves and 
masks, and moving around for urgent work 
like bank transaction, marketing and 
hospital work within the districts of West 
Singhbhum and Saraikela-Kharswan, but 
not around East Singhbhum. To go to 
Jamshedpur, each time he needs to acquire e-

pass. Dr. Ravi, from Adityapur, 
has secured weekly e-pass to 
come on motor bike and attend 
his duty. He and his staff are 
ready to fight Covid-19. During 
May the Fathers, Sisters and the 
faithful couldn't come together 
for common rosary but Gyan and 
John had regular rosary and said 
special prayer for Covid-19 
victims to Mother Mary. 

LCE, Telco P Tony

Concluding the online classes 
the students were pressed into 
semester-end internal online 
exam from May12-20. The 
scores were generated and 
results were published on each 
exam day.   As  for  the  
assignments, the students had to 
make e-content in the form of 
video and upload on our portal 
for evaluation. To keep the 

students motivated and to hone their skills 
some online competitions were conducted. 
Had three webinars: on May 17, with the 
request of IGNOU Regional office, Ranchi, 
Tony served as a resource person for their 
counsellors on call for flexible learning in 
post-Coved-19. The second one was for the 
Principal of St. Aloysius Institute of 
Education on May 20, as resource person on 
Emotional well-being during Covid-19 
outbreak. The third one was an in-house 

webinar on “The happiness Pill” 
with Dr. Shantanu Chakrabarti, 
as resource person on June 29.  
On 7-8 May, the entire faculty 
attended a webinar on Outcome 
Based Education hosted by 
SXCE, Palayamkottai. Now the 
stage is set to host a two day 
national webinar on June 4-5, 
2020. Recommended by KU, 
the HRD in a letter dated May 8, 

News From Our Houses

Gande Dungri Bhincent Bhengra

The lockdown and social 
distancing did dominate three of 
us, Polidor, Bhincent, and 
Ignace. We kept ourselves busy 
in gardening, cleaning the house 
and the school campus. On May 
14, Polidor asked all the teachers 

to prepare lesson plans for the high school 
section and continue till May 26. Some of the 
teachers started teaching the students 
through Watapps. Came from the generous 
hands of Fr. George Cheradayil…so we 
received 600 masks that were distributed by 
Polidor along with teacher Niranjan to our 

neighboring villages, Saludih 
and Gandedungri, and to Dudra 
Panchayat. Truly it was a timely 
help. 

Guidera Residence George CL

A warm welcome was extended to 

Fr. M K George, our General 

Counsellor and Regional Assistant, 

to Jamshedpur. The last item on his 

agenda was the canonical consult to 

finalize the terna for the new 

provincial to complete and fly back 

to Rome. But he had to stay back 

due to sudden declaration of the 

lockdown. However, he was able to 

function well from XLRI net 

connectivity and participate in 

conferences with Fr. General and 

other counsellors in Rome online. 

The lockdown gave him a chance to 

visit some of the rural areas where 

the province is involved in 

distributing relief materials to 

people affected by Covid-19. He 

visited almost all the works of our 

province and is impressed by the work, 

especially in some remote-rural areas. He used 

his time productively in publishing some of his 

captivating reflections on the expected impact of 

Covid-19 in the future. 

Fr. Provincial had appointed a team of three 

people – Frs. Jerome Sequeira, Minchael 

Fernandes and Benjamin Lakra to organize 

and oversee the Province relief work for the 

distribution of nutritional food, face masks and 

other essential materials in the rural areas with 

the permission of the DC, BDOs and with the 

help of local leaders. A video titled “Then she 

smiled” was made and dispatched showing our 

province involvement in the relief operation at 

the time of Covid-19 attack. 

Fr. Provincial, with special permission from the 

police, visited most of our rural communities 

along with Frs. M K George and Christie to 

support and encourage our people in their good 

work. These gestures were highly 

appreciated by the Jesuits working 

in remote areas. The community 

gave a farewell to Clarence Mukti, 

Benjamin Lakra and Niral 

Drogam to wish them before they 

moved to take up their new 

appointments. Jerome Sequeira 

used his time in giving retreats and 

providing spiritual support to 

various groups online as well as 

offline. Somy Mathew is busy 

looking after our scholastics 

quarantined in Upasana. The senior 

and ailing members of the infirmary 

are all fine and doing well under the 

good care of Pascal Kerketta.  



2020 ,  ha s  ex t ended  the  
affiliation of LCE for the 
academic session 2020-22. In an 
attempt to increase the speed of 
the process of admission for 
2020 batch, Tony has written to 
both the Hon'able Governor and 

the Chief Minister of Jharkhand. He had a 
cordial meeting with the new VC of KU, 
Prof. Gangadhar Panda to welcome him on 
May 29, 2020. 

In the community…we are well  
disciplined…keeping social distances as 

desired but with care for each 
other… keeping ourselves 
occupied with meaningful 
activities and regular physical 
exercises…also praying for you 
a n d  y o u r  g o o d  
work…Gautama. 

Loyola Bhawan, BBSR George Anthony

With no exit plan in view, the 
Lockdown in Odisha continues 
as the summer temperature is 
soaring. Br. Tony is keeping 
abreast with the happenings in 
India, praying for the suffering 
and with the Air conditioner 
working, spending more time in 
his room. Biranchi, besides 
preparation for exams, has found 
a new passion in kitchen 
gardening and in preparing new 
cuisine to keep the community 

happy. Thanks to Biranchi who had secured 
the house in such a way that cyclone Amphan 
did not cause any damage to our property. 
Gerry goes to his Loyola office everyday 
faithfully; besides his spiritual ministry to 
the Holy Spirit sisters, he is busy getting 
farewell from friends and families on 
Sundays. OJS reached out to Covid-19 
Relief work through OCI, Tumudibandha 
and Khalijharan Jesuits. We anticipated the 
octogenarian, Joe Kalathil's Birthday in May 
during his flying visit. He returned to 
continue relief work in Puri, which depends 

on tourism with a setback due to 
lockdown. He is now busy with 
his “Roof for Roofless” project 
and feeding the children during 
this period with his generous 
heart. George is busy doing the 
V R O  w o r k  f r o m  h o m e ,  
thankfully cyclone Amphan 
spared the VRO sites in Jajpur 
and Keonjhar Districts. Our 
Jesuits in diaspora are keeping 
well too.

Tangrain Amit Lakra

L o c k d o w n  h a s  c r e a t e d  
d e s p e r a t i o n  f o r  p e o p l e  
everywhere. Having somewhat 
similar experience, the assistant 
parish priest of Bairlapta along 
with four HM nuns came out to 
see Tangrain parish on May 15. 
They were greatly impressed 
seeing the massive school and 
convent  bu i ld ings  under  
construction in good speed. 
Ranjit and Binay from Inigo 
Niwas were here on May 22 to 
reach the candidates from 
S i k a j o r ,  K a h u p a n i ,  a n d  
K u s u m d e g i  p a r i s h e s  o f  
Rourkela. Ranjit and Binay 

proved to be hundred times better than the 
government who show little concern for the 
migrants returning back home.
Our LG-2 flower garden has redefined the 
entire look of our campus, a blessing in 
disguise at the lockdown. The white and 
shining border with bricks are eye-catching. 
Kudos to Augustine and Amit for their hard 
work in making this a reality. The vegetable 
garden is another added beauty to the 
ambiance. The supply of vegetables to our 
kitchen has increase significantly during the 
lockdown. We appreciate the hard labor of 
Cyril and Oscar, our cook Anjush and 
gardener Promila. The construction work of 
buildings are going well, though slow but 
steady. Fr. Charlie is faithfully supervising 

the works; rain or sun, nothing 
can stop him from being with the 
workers. His dedication and 
c o m m i t m e n t  i s  h i g h l y  
appreciated.  Sick calls and 
funeral prayer services are the 
only pastoral works we are doing 
during this time while Cyril is 
ever ready. The word 'deprived' 
d o e s  n o t  e x i s t  i n  h i s  
d i c t i o n a r y … h e n c e ,  t h e  
parishioners do get pastoral care 
as required. The good news is 
that we all are safe and keeping 
disgustingly healthy.

XITE Hilary Lobo

Community: Mukti Clarence was 

cordial ly  welcomed to  the  

community on May 4, while James 

Santhanam moved to Loyola 

School  on a  t ransfer.  The 
thcommunity celebrated Mukti's 39  

birthday on May 8 in a Eucharist 

which was followed by a palatable 

dinner. Two community meetings 

were convened on 18 and 25 May 

regarding the closure of the XITE 

entrance by TGS.  School: 

Admission for Std. XI has begun 

and the teachers started giving online classes for 

them.  So far 54 students have taken admission – 

26 in Science, 20 in Commerce and 8 in Arts. 

More students are expected to take admission in 

Std. XI in due course. The school office is open 

for office work. The Moderators of the junior 

section had a meeting on Friday May 22, and the 

Moderators of the senior section had a meeting 

with the Principal on May 26. The syllabus for 

the classes are being prepared by the teachers. 

All support staff have been provided with face 

masks. 

College: During the lockdown in May, regular 

online classes were carried out by 

the faculty. Through online 

facilities, Mukti was inducted to 

the College by the Principal and 

warmly introduced to the faculty. 

Later, he engaged himself in giving 

online classes to the B. Com 

students. On 23 May, a faculty 

meeting was held online to discuss 

and finalize the webinar on the topic 

'Looking towards an Aatma Nirbhar 

Bharat, Dream, Dare and Deliver.'



Return to the Lord in May

01 May – Fr Michael Hawkins, S.J. (DAR, 83/63), Pickering, Toronto, Canada

01 May – Fr Jerome D'Souza, S.J. (BOM, 70/45), Andheri, Mumbai

06 May – Fr Thomas Anthraper, S.J. (KER, 90/70), Kozhikode Kerala, 

20 May – Fr , S.J. (JPN, 84/67), JapanAdolfo Nicolás

30 May – Mr Leo Surin (60), elder brother of Fr. Joe Surin, S.J

Appointment by Fr Provincial 

Praying with Pope Francis

 “O Holy Mother of God”…In the present 
tragic situation, when the whole world is prey to 
suffering and anxiety, we fly to you, our 
Mother, and seek refuge under your protection.
O Virgin Mother, turn your merciful eyes 
towards us amid this Covid-19 pandemic. 
Comfort those who are distraught and mourn 
their loved ones who have died, and are buried 
in a way that grieves them deeply. Be close to 
those who are concerned for their loved ones 
who are sick and who, in order to prevent the 
spread of the disease, cannot be close to them. 
Fill with hope those who are troubled by the 
uncertainty of the future and the consequences 
for the economy and employment.
Mother of God and our Mother, pray for us to 
God, the Father of mercies, that this great 
suffering may end and that hope and peace may 
dawn anew. Plead with your divine Son, as you 
did at Cana, so that the families of the sick and 
the victims be comforted, and their hearts be 
opened to confidence and trust.
Protect those doctors, nurses, health workers 
and volunteers who are on the frontline of this 
emergency, risking their lives to save others. 

Support their heroic effort and grant them 
strength, generosity and continued health. Be 
close to those who assist the sick night and day, 
and to priests who, in their pastoral concern and 
fidelity to the Gospel, are trying to help and 
support everyone. Illumine the minds of men 
and women engaged in scientific research, that 
they may find effective solutions to overcome 
this virus.
Support national leaders, that with wisdom, 
solicitude and generosity they may come to the 
aid of those lacking the basic necessities of life 
and may devise social and economic solutions 
inspired by farsightedness and solidarity. Stir 
their consciences, so that the enormous funds 
invested in developing and stockpiling arms 
will instead be spent on promoting effective 
research on how to prevent similar tragedies 
from occurring in the future.
Beloved Mother, help us realize that we are all 
members of one great family and to recognize 
the bond that unites us, so that, in a spirit of 
fraternity and solidarity, we can help to alleviate 
countless situations of poverty and need. Make 
us strong in faith, persevering in service, 
constant in prayer.
Mary, consolation of the afflicted, embrace all 
your children in distress and pray that God will 
stretch out his all-powerful hand and free us 
from this terrible pandemic, so that life can 
serenely resume its normal course. To you, who 
shine on our journey as a sign of salvation and 
hope, we do entrust ourselves, O Clement, O 
Loving, O Sweet Virgin Mary….Amen

Name From To Status W ef 

Fr. Eric Cassel Lupungutu Jesu Bhavan Teacher or Formator 15 May 20 

Fr. Vivian Richard (KAR) Bengaluru Faber Residence Studies  
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