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APPOINTMENT BY FR GENERAL 

Fr Stanislaus D’Souza (KAR), President Jesuit 

Conference of South Asia  

 

TRANSCRIPTION TO KARNATAKA 

By a letter dated 14 May 2020, Fr General has 

transcribed Fr Jayanth Kumar Padival from Kohima 

Region to Karnataka Province.  

 

APPOINTMENTS BY POSA 

Fr Anthony Andrade (DEL), Spiritual Guide, DNC 

Philosophers 

Fr Anthony Mattapallil (PAT), Spiritual Guide. 

DNC Theologians 

Fr Keith Abranches (GUJ), Conference Delegate for 

Formation (CDF)  

Fr Ravi Sagar (KHM), Head, Centre for Human 

Rights and Law, ISI, Delhi 

 

APPOINTMENTS BY FR REGIONAL 

SUPERIOR  

Fr Francis Xavier (MDU), Jesuit Community, 

Phesama  

Fr Jeevan Prabhu (KAR), Jesuit Community, Palizi 

Fr Owen Chourappa, Child Safeguarding and 

Protection Officer (CSPO), Kohima Region 

Deacon Joseph Victor K, Mawkyrwat/Umoid 

Deacon Pheigathuaipou Gangmei, Ka Rympei 

Arrupe Jesuit Novitiate, Mawshohroh 

Deacon Zoliana Joseph, St Xavier Parish, Umbir 

W K Pradeep, diaconate ministry in Mary Help of 

Christians Parish, Jakhama 

 

DIACONATE 

Sch W K Pradeep will be ordained a deacon on 20 

June in Paris. Please keep Pradeep in your prayers. 

KHM Region will be represented by Schs. Daniel, 

Robin and Joshua.   

 

FIRST VOWS 

The following 10 Novices will take their first vows on 

21 June 2020. Although most of us are not able to 

attend the ceremony, let us join them in our prayers. 

 

At Ka Rympei Arrupe Jesuit Novitiate, Mawshohroh: 

NS Ashikho Adahrü Moses 

NS Daili Jacob 

NS Phiamphu Khup M Lian 

NS Pius Thepfuvizo Rutsa  

NS Ronghang Sum  

NS Tsükrü Kesetsol Stephen  

NS Nongkynrih Samborlang 

NS Weitsü Alex Kho 

NS Yona Veihrü Augustine 

At Manresa Jesuit Novitiate, Kalimpong: 

NS Kashung Justin 

 

NOVICES FROM RANCHI PROVINCE & 

KOHIMA REGION 

 

We welcome five novices from Ranchi Province who 

will be joining Ka Rympei Arrupe Jesuit Novitiate, 

Mawshohroh. We wish Anthres Tuti,  Avinash Ekka, 

Erik Kerketta, Ujwal Kerketta, and  Vicky Kujur well 

and assure them our prayers.These and two novices 

from Kohima Region Elijah Saithanmawia and  
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Samuel Basumatary, are working on plans to travel to 

Ka Rympei Arrupe Jesuit Novitiate, Mawshohroh. 

Please keep them in your prayers. 

 

 

DIAMOND JUBILEE OF FR GERARD L REGO 

At the community level, the Diamond Jubilee of Fr 

Gerard L Rego (Gerry) will be celebrated in 

Phesama on 30 June 2020, the day Gerry completes 60 

years in the Society. The Region will celebrate the 

Jubilee during the next Region Days. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Xavier‟s School, Bhalukpong has been taken for 

quarantine activities. At present the school is used as 

the transit centre for the Arunachalis coming back 

from other parts of India. They stay for one night and 

next day morning they go to their respective 

quarantine centres. Most of the people coming to our 

school are residents of Tawang and Bomdila. 

Bhalukpong market remains open only for three hours, 

i.e. from 6 am to 9 am. 

Because of lockdown we don‟t get any vegetables 

from the market. We survive on pulses, potatoes, 

onion and green leaves. Meat and fish are rare. Most 

of the time we are busy with the school up-gradation 

work. We request your prayer so that the process of 

the school up- gradation work may hasten.  

-Jerry SJ 

 

 

 

 

My First Online Guided Retreat: These Lockdown 

days are not typical. Preaching to an empty room or 

online is a necessity, not a choice. But this change is 

necessary and it helps us to reinvent or create a better 

version of ourselves.Preaching  a  Six-Day retreat 

Online to a group of Salvadorian sisters in Andhra was 

a challenge as well as an opportunity for me during the 

lockdown. The first day we had planned to have a 

Zoom conference (Video call) but it failed miserably 

due to poor mobile networks that day in Buragoan. So, 

Ad Tempus Juniorate in Mawshohroh 
Due to the covid19 induced travel restrictions, our 

second-year novices after their first vows will not be 

able to make a safe travel to the various juniorates. 

Keeping this uncertainty in mind, an ad 

tempus juniorate is being setup in the novitiate 

building itself with Fr Scotus Fernandes as its Dean. 

Two lower floors of the novitiate building will be 

made use for this purpose. The juniorate will mirror 

the syllabus of Mumbai Juniorate and all our juniors 

will join it by the first week of September. The 

novitiate staff will be shouldering the extra burden of 

running the juniorate. We want to thank Fr Gregory 

and all the members of the novitiate community for 

hosting this temporary arrangement. 

 

we had to settle for a normal voice conference. From 

the second day onward, I used all my video editing 

skills and prepared video talks for 15-20 minutes as 

well as Power Point presentations and creative 

handouts for the sisters. Daily spiritual conversation 

facility was also made available for them. At the end 

of the retreat one of the sisters said very beautifully 

that it was "online guided retreat". It was a learning 

experience for me. Praise God. 

       
                                                                    -Fr Nilesh 
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We are in the extraordinary times and to meet the 

extraordinary demands we need extra-ordinary 

response too. Once the school was closed due to 

lockdown, the staff and management of the school 

came up with the brilliant idea, „Why not use 

Whatsapp and Youtube as a means to teach our 

students.‟ We began our classes at first only for the 

class 10 students on march 25, and then subsequently 

to the whole school. Now, the students and teachers 

both use mobile, not only for entertainment or to play 

PUBG, as was the case before but the students now 

use the mobile for studies and to write online exams 

also.  Isn‟t that wonderful progress? Who says Covid-

19 has only brought destruction!  

Yet another Good News. A long wait and struggle 

which Fr Samir had started and was continued by Fr 

Albert to get the money for the construction of a 

Basketball court has been fulfilled even amid Covid-

19. Now, Fr Melwyn is itching to begin the 

construction of basketball court and try out the long 

forgotten shots without touching the rings. 

Another development of the mission is, the road going 

up to Olive Garden hostel has been laid with inter 

locks. Thanks to the generosity of Mr Georgemon. 

Now Fr Yan can zoom up to his beloved Olive 

Garden without using four wheels. 

Every year, Regent‟s contribution to the school is 

tremendous. This year too, Sch. Gerry, the regent, has 

left an indelible mark by making the campus clean and 

green. He, with the help of the Naga teachers, planted 

grass to almost 18, 600 sq.ft. Now every time the 

people pose for a photo session in front of the grassy 

building, we all remember Sch. Gerry fondly.  We 

gave Farewell to 

Sch. Gerry and 

welcomed our 

new regent Sch. 

Gaibi. On 

arriving, he has 

managed to 

plant more than 

50 saplings of 

Banana. He also 

is determined to leave his mark in the campus. Being a 

talented person, Gaibi is also busy teaching music to 

the students and the sisters. I am sure we can have a 

budding band soon which will lift the roof of our 

church. The teachers and some neighbouring students 

came together to observe „Environment Day‟ and 

planted plants with much dedication and pride. 

Being the Easter season all the priest involved 

themselves in blessing the houses which are far flung. 

Even Fr Albert blessed each day about 15 houses. Fr 

Albert also made use of the time to be with the Lord 

by doing his 8 Day annual retreat. Now he is back with 

renewed vigour and zeal.  

 

   

 

The COVID-19 has paralyzed many daily activities 

and events including our Parents Day that was 

supposed to take place in March end. At the same time 

it opened up new possibilities. Online classes, initially 

for class IX and X, then later from Nursery to VIII, 
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were quickly introduced to all the students, though 

some do not have smart phones. Often the teachers 

take the trouble to go and see these underprivileged 

children, help them with their assignments and follow 

up the class notes. The sisters have been fully 

cooperative in such situations.  

The village municipal distributed rice, potatoes, and 

onions to each person in the village. It was a great 

initiative and we were also helped equally. Since the 

beginning of the lockdown, Sch. Ronald was busy 

gardening. Within two and a half months we are able 

to reap maize, brinjals, beans, ladies‟ fingers (Okra) 

and cucumbers. Few more are yet to bear fruits. For 

the moment we don‟t lack any vegetables.  

Plantation of various trees is also going on. Fr Gerald 

D’Souza was determined to go around and chop the 

creepers, giving moral support to the workers and the 

campus staff. We did our job to celebrate the World 

Environment Day in the absence of the children. 

Nearly 450 trees were planted inside the school 

campus and down in the staff quarter‟s property. Our 

driver, workers and staff members (teachers who did 

not go home) including the regents are replacing the 

hard labour of workers from day to day.  

The effect of the Amphan cyclone in mid-may was 

also a disastrous one for our campus. Two huge trees 

fell on the electric wire, damaging three electric posts. 

It was a hectic day but we managed to clear the trees 

and the village electricians came to our aid.  

The renovation work in Dehangi St Michael School is 

completed and the staffs are quite happy at the 

initiative and interest shown by Fr Gerald. With much 

joy, community welcomes Sch. Cassini for his first 

year regency. He is picking up the campus rhythm 

progressively. This year our Class X result is 95% 

passed with two students being held by the SEBA 

Board. Finally, this month being the month of the 

Sacred Heart of Jesus is special to all Jesuits. 

Adoration is being conducted in the campus every 

Sunday after mass for all the participants. Overall, a 

time like this is also a time of bonding and solidarity 

with the others especially the sick and the suffering. 

We thank God that everyone is fine over here. No 

cases are being reported except a few in Halflong and 

Maibang.                     

-Sch Ronald Kharsohtun 

   

 

 

We quarantined ourselves „Covid-19 season of April 

and May‟ as we have three seniors above seventy. It 

was all within four stories of the building but we had 

the terrace vertically stretching on the slopping side of 

the green hill, out beyond our sight. Walter 

Fernandes, Boniface Lewis and Hector D’Souza 

marked their time and let each other have their space 

on the terrace „alone with the Alone.” The youngsters 

Owen Chourappa and Anup Minj jogged up and 

down the four stairs of steps and kept themselves trim. 

The Institutions and community were proactive in 

helping the needy along with the Region and the 

neighborhood Religious communities.  

Walter on popular demand from FMA Juniors 

ventured out after 59 days of quarantine to celebrate 

Mass for them. The news spread like fire and the 

demands for Walter are pouring in to celebrate Mass 

from other quarters who did not have the darshan of 

Walter for some time.  

The youngsters, Owen and Anup kept the hearth 

warm and put enough food on the table during 

quarantine time. They went on their „Father‟s 

Business‟ as usual. Walter, Boniface and Hector kept 

writing. The fruits will be seen soon in print. Walter 
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has been publishing in Daily Newspapers. It was a 

fruitful period for all of them. Four Birthdays during 

„Covid-19 season‟ of Hector, Walter, Owen and 

Boniface weren‟t quiet as the neighbourhood 

communities singing joyous melodies from afar. 

Walter stood on the balcony of the refectory and gave 

them a solemn papal blessing, „urbi et orbi’.  

During the first phase of the lockdown LCHR joined 

Purvanchal Pragati Samaj (PPS) to distribute dry food 

grains to stranded migrants. NESRC contributed to the 

funds of PPS for the distribution of food. LCHR also 

distributed food grain packets to migrants living in the 

neighbourhood. With the help of Para Legal Persons 

(PLP‟s) and the district coordinators we were able to 

distribute food grains to many families in the tea 

gardens and organize awareness programmes to 

conscientize people about COVID-19 and the need to 

remain safe etc.  As a safety net, 500 face masks were 

prepared to distribute among the people in the 

villages.   Due to lockdown we could not do much as 

the movement was restricted.  Now all the staff have 

returned to office and are planning for the next phase 

of the activities.  

NESRC began to function again on 4
th

 May after a 

month of a director without any staff – Abbas Nullius 

as canon law would call it. On 15
th

 May Walter gave 

the keynote address “Post-COVID Indian Economy” 

at a Webinar of 37 participants from 13 States on 

“Post-COVID India.” A day later he was a participant 

in the JCSA webinar on the migrants. 

As this news goes to the press, Fr Paul Raj Santiago 

has been held quarantined on the 5
th

 Floor till he 

„divorces‟ Corona. 

 

 

 

                                                                               

God‟s plentiful blessings were poured upon Loyola 

Jakhama. His majestic hands soothed our tensions as 

we fruitfully celebrated the golden jubilee of the 

Kohima Jesuit Region on 7th March 2020. We 

acknowledge the greatness of our Lord in showering 

us his blessings through the helping hands of 

everyone, far and near. All of us have carried a joyous 

memory of the Jubilee despite some limitations. 

Unpredictably, there was a deafening silence all over 

the world due to the COVID -19 p pandemic. The 

sudden lockdown resulted in closing down the 

educational institutions on 16th March, in Nagaland 

too like everywhere else. 

There was a sudden joy of some vacation due to our 

exciting fatigue but it became a long run vacation due 

to the increasing causalities and contagiousness of the 

virus all over. This lockdown brought lots of damages 

and goodness as well.  

Despite the lockdown, the Loyola campus continues 

its daily routines as usual. All the fathers and 

scholastics are in good spirit to continue their 

respective activities. Scholastics have been preparing 

for their semester exams for almost three months, 

which can be expected to secure higher percentage in 

the coming exams. Fr Charles, our Rector, went to 

Mangalore for his medical checkup and was caught up 

in 66 days of lockdown in Aloysius College, 

Mangalore. He is on his home returning but he is 

officially quarantined for 14 days in Holy Redeemer 

Centre, Chumukidima, Dimapur. The entire campus 

felt his absence. 

During the lockdown, the 

community took the 

initiatives to help the poor 

neighbouring villages with 

the help of the Nagaland 

Jesuit Educational and 

Charitable Society along 
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with the Purvanchal Pragati Samaj. The Scholastics, 

Sisters,  Pre-novices, and Co-workers helped in 

making the food packets. The relief work was done 

also in some of the Pomai Villages in Manipur. 

The entire campus part took in planting over 130 

banana plants in the campus, supplied by one of 

thenearby villages. We hope to have sufficient bananas 

soon.Beside,the scholastics have extended the 

vegetable garden under the effective leadership of Sch. 

Nobert. All the scholastics have fruitfully done with 

the annual retreat under the proficient guidance of Fr 

Arul SJ from 20 to 27
th

 April. Retreat was a time of 

spiritual nourishment. The scholastics had a heartening 

experience through the renewal of vows. Thereafter, 

Fr Victor and Fr Robert did their retreat in Phesama. 

We are all stirred and taken up by the dedicated works 

of Loyola staff. They began their online classes 

through WhatsApp, YouTube videos, quizzes on 

Microsoft form, google form, and zoom classes as 

soon as the lockdown was announced. All the students 

are benefiting a whole heap from their efforts.  

This year, Loyola Higher Secondary secured decent 

and satisfactory results both in HSLC and HSSLC. 

The overall result in HSLC was 91% topped by 

Viphrenu Khieya (91.6%) and Akhrieno Thorie 

(86.5%). There were 30 students who secured first 

division and 37 secured second division.  The overall 

result in HSSLC was 97% (Arts) topped by Vihoneinu 

Tase (82.6%) and 90% in Commerce topped by 

Rokoleno Thorie (88%). We are grateful to our dear 

Principal Fr Victor SJ and all the staff for their 

steadfast works and we wish good results in the years 

to come. 

The Jesuit training College has also kept a busy 

schedule for the second-year pre-novices and the 

would-be novices through various classes and 

activities. There has been a lot of human formation 

among the candidates. Fr Robert, the director, along 

with the candidates have been busy beautifying the 

JTCJ campus. They have given a new look to the 

campus and turned it into a more conducive place for 

early formation. All those who pass by JTCJ have 

something beautiful to say about the place. We thank 

God for all the good works that are happening in JTCJ. 

-Richard Pinto SJ 

 

 

 

As the lockdown is on we keep ourselves busy in 

completing our accounts, updating the parish registers, 

and polishing many unfinished works. Fr Gabriel for 

the first time cultivated vegetables in the garden for 

the hostel boys. But as all the boys have gone home 

due to the lockdown he started distributing vegetables 

now and then to the neighbours. As part of a five year 

plan project, we are planting some bamboos in the new 

land so that we can use them for constructions in the 

near future.  

Fr Wilfred went around to some of our poor villages 

of our parish along with the Sisters, the PPC secretary 

and the driver to distribute the ration of rice and 

potatoes to those who really needed. We are grateful to 

Fr Vally who helped us procure the food items for this 

purpose. The Jesuit community also contributed 

something to this. The beneficiaries were gently 

reminded that the food was meant for them to cook 

and to eat at home and not for preparing liquor. 

During this lockdown, in the school we also 

distributed Mid-Day Meals consisting of rice and 

vegetables to the parents of the students.                

Since we cannot go for digital class and not to be 

misunderstood by the media, with the permission of 
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the village leaders, Fr Gabriel wisely explained the 

people that for the class X & IX students the school is 

distributing notes instead of rice while maintaining the 

norm of social distancing. At the initial stage of the 

lockdown Fr Wilfred was a bit reluctant to pray for 

people, but later he continued to pray passionately for 

them and many got healed through his prayer. In the 

meantime the sisters quietly did their online retreat of 

Fr Errol Fernandes SJ (Mumbai). 

 

 

 

Clear blue skies, clean air, cleaner Brahmaputra river, 

morning birds' chirpings have mesmerized Guwahati 

and helped to pick up life over the coronavirus 

pandemic and here is the silver lining in the midst of 

gloom. The good news is that we are occupied in 

various activities. Fr Hector D’Souza directed our 

annual retreat in Guwahati Jesuit House, while the 

other priests in the house gave their prayerful and 

guiding support. It was an invitation to become 

relevant Jesuits. After the retreat, the scholastics took 

up the mission of giving homilies for weekday Masses 

in the community. Sometimes it is difficult to 

understand the Latin and Greek words and 

expressions, but there are no theological heresies and 

philosophical fallacies.  

Recently we had the annual house blessing of the 

Jesuit House to remind us that we always need the 

protection of God for ourselves and for our homes. 

Our domestic staff too participated wholeheartedly in 

the house blessing and they now feel more confident 

that the blessing is God‟s power to wardoff 

undesirable evils including coronavirus from the 

vicinity. 

We remembered God‟s abundant blessings on all of us 

as we celebrated the jubilee day by offering a solemn 

Eucharist on May 24, 2020. The memories of the 

opening celebration of the golden jubilee year as well 

as the report of Fr General‟s visit were read out just 

before the Mass, by Fr Anand and Fr Richard 

respectively. The whole Mass was a tribute to our 

pioneers who found God in a God forsaken place. Fr 

Melvil presided over the Eucharist, during which all of 

us shared our experiences in the region as Jesuits. 

Having heard the prayerful sharing, we the young 

Jesuits felt that it is an opportune time for all of us to 

fan the flame of missionary zeal and enthusiasm, and 

move on in the right direction.  

 

The day was also marked with gratitude to Fr Anand 

for his tremendous service to the scholastics as RCF, 

and with a welcome note to Fr Paul as the new RCF. 

In the absence of the new RCF, Fr Vally played the 

role of RCF to receive the files. After the evening‟s 

events, Fr Tarci offered us a sumptuous meal.  

 

Fr Vally offered us an insightful session on PPS and Fr 

Anand a session on teaching methods. Fr Melvil has 

been coaching the tricks of badminton shuttlecock to 

the scholastics, and he is happy that some of the 

trainees have learnt to execute the strategies better 

than the coach himself. Our evening recreations which 

include fun and frolic have helped increasing our 

bonding. As Sch Joji recuperates from spondylitis, 

others are enjoying good health in the humid climate 

of Guwahati.  

Some scholastics have left for mission centres while a 

new team of Chennai Scholastics has arrived. 

Presently they are in quarantine. After two months of 

holidays, JDV scholastics have started their new 

„online‟ academic year with a lot of enthusiasm and 
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vigour. Thanks to Jesuit House for making all the 

arrangements, to facilitate the virtual classes. 

 

The good news is that we have gained loads of 

confidence in games, cooking, preaching etc. Holistic 

education at our door!!! 

            

 

 

 

The lock down period was a desert experience for the 

Liyai Jesuit community yet it was worth experiencing 

it. Firstly: a time of self-reflection, reading books and 

sharing with one another, spending time together in 

deep conversation on one hand and on the other, re-

discovering the hidden gifts and talents of each 

individual. For example, old instruments and old notes 

are free from dusts now and properly retuned. 

Secondly: treasures hunt in the house; checking 

and cleaning the old almirahs. Files covers and shelves 

were thoroughly done as part of the daily manualia. 

Different activities were undertaken during this 

lockdown period: Spiritual renewal of reconciliation 

and reestablishing greater relationship with the Lord 

God by doing our annual retreat, one in Nagaland and 

the other in Manipur. We shared the richness of the 

retreat with one another.  

Apart from mental and spiritual activity for personal 

growth and development, regular physical work is an 

integral part of the lockdown. Planting trees in the 

campus, growing varieties of vegetables in the garden, 

digging fish ponds, maintaining and repairing the 

approach roads to the community and school, building 

of water tanks near the sources (for boys and girls 

hostels as well as for sisters and fathers) are other 

activities, keeping in mind the long term requirement 

of the institutions. Don‟t be surprised when you see 

these changes in the campus in your next visit to Liyai.  

Of course we are not sure when will be your next visit 

come.  

Fr Khathing has made use of the time to prepare 

notes as well as to study thoroughly for his B.Ed 

examinations which will be conducted soon but we are 

not sure when will the exams take place. On his part 

he is ready and willing to complete it as early as 

possible. 

We do regular visits to the students‟ houses especially 

to the students of class X. We motivate them to work 

hard and help them to prepare notes for them since the 

classes are not possible, even online classes are 

impossible in this part of the world. However, in 

collaboration with the teachers and village leaders, in 

whatever way possible, we help the students to keep 

busy in acquiring knowledge. We are also actively 

collaborating with the villagers to maintain law and 

order. This is our contribution to the village. Keeping 

in mind the protocols of the government, we reach out 

to the people in need especially the migrant workers 

including the Bihari workers in our campus. All the 

papers work to send the workers to their home town 

was completed from the state and central governments 

but there was huge land slide before reaching Jiribam 

railway station. They could not proceed further. We 

hope and pray that the railway line will be restored 

soon. 

In the last two weeks there was a little tension with the 

boundary demarcation of the land near Father‟s house 

and Boys‟ Boarding. There were claims and counter 

claims by one particular clan and the Catholic Church 

leaders. Having taken into confidence the Land 

Committee, the village jury members, the Church 

leaders and the particular clan, we have resolved the 

differences amicably in favour of the Parish. To solve 

the problem once and for all, we have started to 

prepare concrete posts for the resolved boundary to 

make the demarcation clear. We are waiting for the 

people and the Church leaders to complete the paddy 

plantation. As soon as it is over we will do a social 

work to complete it. 

 -Fr Ashuli 
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Since the lockdown began on 22 March, the 

community went through some hard times mainly the 

institution and the School building construction due to 

prolonged lockdown.  

School: Though the school declared indefinite 

holiday, we soon switched on to online classes, to 

which both the staff and students responded well. At 

present online classes from Nursery to class VIII is in 

full swing.   

Construction: The Construction of the high School 

building in progress had to be discontinued due to 

non-availability of materials. On the one hand the 

lockdown has caused a massive hold back for the 

development in the campus, on the other hand, it 

turned out to be a time for us to get the smell of the 

mud. 

At present the whole campus is busy planting a variety 

of vegetables and clearing up jungle in the campus. 

The arrival of the two young, fatten scholastics: 

Stephen and Biji from Guwahati, Jesuit House have 

increased the strength of both community life and 

labour force.  

-Sch. Remo 

 

 

 

 

We the Jesuits at Maweit together feel amazed at the 

rapidity, things move in the last couple of months 

under lockdown. We praise the Lord for the good 

health that we enjoy physically and spiritually during 

these times. We were 3 Jesuits, 3 students, 3 cooks, 1 

driver and 1 teacher until the arrival of the new regent, 

Sch. Gerald Myrthong alias Gerry, on 20
th
 of May. 

So we are now totally 12 in the house and its 

precincts. We were very glad to be visited by Fr 

Sebastian, the Region revisor and Fr Melwyn who 

came to drop Sch Gerry. He is integrated fully now to 

community activities after a period of 14 days of home 

quarantine. 

How have we been spending the time? Under the 

leadership and guidance of Fr Caldinus, we started 

off with planting vegetables and fencing the vegetable 

garden. Other works follow suit: dismantling an old 

carpentry house, distributing mid-day meal to school 

children, repairing our campus road, fencing the 

whole campus (with bamboos to prevent entry of 

cows), cutting trees and pruning branches for 

firewood, cutting grass are some of the activities we 

engage ourselves in. We also lend a helping hand to 
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the village farmers in planting paddy and at another 

time we helped in weeding in their soft broom field. 

We spent one afternoon to cover the holes made by 

huge hailstones 

on the roof of 

the Church. 

Occasionally we 

had a day out to 

spend fishing at 

the river. But 

the best of all 

we could relax and spend more time being together at 

tables- refectory table and chapel table and personally 

at our study table. 

Every morning, 

along with the 

sisters we celebrate 

the Eucharist in the 

Church sans singing 

and the faithful. 

Every evening, Fr 

Anba visits the 

parishioners‟ houses 

to pray the Rosary with them and also to bless their 

houses. One opportune week, Sch Jokim made use of 

the quiet time in doing his annual retreat in the house 

itself and another feat he went through an online 

interview at St Joseph‟s, Bengaluru for his entrance to 

postgraduate studies.  

The Catholic Community of Maweit village thanks our 

Region and well-wishers for their financial and 

material help that we have overcome together the 

strain of hailstone effects and the work is nearing 

completion as this news is being written. As we have 

more time for prayer and adoration, each member of 

the Region is remembered and thanked for the gift of 

life and service to the Region.  

- Sch Jokim & Fr Anbarasan 

 

 

 

Quarantine at Nazareth Primary School: On the 

request of the ADC, Pfutsero Sub-Division, we offered 

the primary section of NazarethSchool as a quarantine 

centre forthe people of the areareturning to Nagaland 

from other parts of India. 

The Government officials were very pleased when we 

offered our facility willingly and happily to help our 

people at this time of crisis. Their request to other 

places was rejected by other parties. The Mynitsida 

colony (our colony) people were unhappy with the 

administration for choosing our school.  The primary 

section has been cordoned off from the rest of the 

campus. It has its own entrance from the high way and 

the there is no thoroughfare through the campus. The 

Pfutsero Town Pastors Forum has been given 

responsibility to cook, pack and distribute food to the 

two quarantines (the other is in the CBCC guest 

house). The catholic community also get their turn to 

do the cooking, packing and distributing of food for 

the inmates. The inmates were very happy with the 

cooking and service of the catholic community. 

Fr Dhazü, who is staying at Kikruma, has also been 

requested by the Village leadership to offer St Peter‟s 

School as a quarantine centre as well. Dhazu has 

offered the school building and told them to convince 

the members of his Khel who are not in favour of the 

place. 

Scholastic Ebanezar has begun his theology 

programme through online classes from JDV. He has 

already started updating the rusty theology of Anto 

and Philip. The community is happy to have a young 

theologian about the house. He does a lot of searching 

around, when asked what he is about? he says “faith 

seeking understanding”.There is plenty of fun and 

frolic in the house. With poor connectivity he has been 

experimenting with self-assembled innovative 

technology to improve reception of online classes. The 

community is full of life. We have plenty of fun. There 

is a lot of give and take among the community 

members. The sisters are the other neighbours besides 

the two drivers‟ families and the cooks. 

PFUTSERO 
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Class X Results:Nazareth School is receiving a lot of 

appreciation for their outstanding HSLC results. With 

10 students securing distinctions and 70 percent 

scoring first division and above,  the result is by far the 

best in the district and among the high performing 

schools all over.The staff and students have done an 

outstanding job. The parents of the students of class X 

have Meanwhile the teachers are busy with preparing 

and offering notes online and some online classes as 

well. 

The community members along with sisters on 

campus planted many banana saplings above the 

basketball court. A thorough sprucing up of the 

campus including general clean up and reorganization 

has been going on through the lockdown.Members of 

the catholic community, theCYA, the Women's 

Association andour teachers have also done 7 days of 

social work in beautifying the campus; all this while 

maintaining physical distancing. 

The community has been using the occasion of the 

lockdown to get in more time for prayer and faith 

sharing. Our evening prayer every day is an hour‟s 

Eucharistic adoration led by members taking 

turns.We‟ve had opportunity to pray for the people at 

this difficult COVID time. We have also had faith 

sharing with the sisters on the campus. It was an 

enriching God experience for all as we cherish our 

vocation andcommitment to God in mission. We 

participated in two webinars with Fr General. 

Fr Dhazü is busy planting trees and beautifying the 

campus atKikruma. The CYA of Kikrumahelped in 

cleaning up the campus. 

Fr Philip, the Parish Priest blessed and inaugurated St 

Joseph Church Annex in Porba. This new building, 

next to the old kitchen, includes offices, guest rooms, 

the community kitchen and meeting room. 

-Fr Anto 

 

 

The Lockdown has brought a greater silence to the 

whole campus which helped the community members 

to do their annual retreat in the campus from 4
th

 to 12
th

 

May.Jesuits from Jakhama, Liyai and Phesama along 

with five Phesama Sisters and two Salesians were 

participants of the retreat. 

There was a half day session conducted by Fr T.P 

James S.D.B for the teachers of the school and TTC in 

the campus regarding the online classes for the 

students. The online classes are going on in full swing. 

The community is getting ready for the community 

level celebration of Fr Gerry’s Diamond Jubilee in 

the Society on 30 June 2020. The programme will 

begin with the Holy Eucharist at 10.00 am. Our 

neighbouring Jesuit communities will join us in the 

celebration. Some of his past students are also 

expected to come. 

Fr Emmanuel Patton underwent a surgery for the 

removal of a gall bladder in Bethel Hospital and he is 

recuperating very fast. With the good diet and he is 

already on his feet moving around in the campus.  

 

 

 

Life in Thrizino, during this pandemic lockdown has 

been very quiet and yet eventful. The two of us 

(Nuchiso and Darimio) have been organising our time 

pretty well between cooking, repairing things, 

gardening, tending to our animals and of course the 

daily morning Eucharist. In one way, this lockdown 

has been a blessing in disguise for us. We were able to 

do so many things in the campus which otherwise we 

weren‟t able to find time at all. Looking back at this 

last two months that have gone by, we marvel at 

PHESAMA 

THRIZINO 
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ourselves for doing things that we even never thought 

of doing; thanks to Covid-19 for these lockdown 

miracles. 

The result of the Board Examinations for classes V 

and VIII was declared and our school, St John 

Berchamans secured 100% passed. Pital Tra, our 

hostel boy who was studying in class VIII made all of 

us proud by securing 8
th

 rank in West Kameng 

District. Congratulations to Pital and to all the staff 

members for raising the flag of St John Berchmans a 

few inches higher. 

We were also happy to have Sch. Sumit with us for a 

forth night spending his time with the Lord (retreat). 

To ensure that Sumit prays well, Nuchiso and Darimio 

along with the driver tried their best to cook food that 

tasted like five star using only their local resources and 

limited cooking knowledge; nevertheless, Sumit had 

eaten his fill. 

                                                                                    

We celebrated World Environment Day (5
th

 June) 

along with some of our stranded staff members by 

cleaning the surroundings and planting saplings which 

cows, mithuns and goats do not eat.We are still 

preparing some more area to plant more trees once the 

children are back. 

                                                                  -Sch Darimio 

 

 

                                                                                   

The COVID-19 pandemic is confronting us with many 

challenges that will require patience and perseverance 

to overcome. One of the challenges that confronted us 

was our efforts to conduct online classes which did 

not yield the desired results. However, many blessings 

that happened engaged us during the last two months. 

In the last week of March the Government of 

Meghalaya allotted 15 bighas of land for the college 

and three of our benefactors from the locality provided 

us with a JCB, a dumper and a JCB loader which 

worked to level and landscape the newly acquired land 

and construct a pond for water storage and 

aquaculture. Thanks to our generous benefactors.  

The college in collaboration with Region Social 

Action distributed rice, dal and salt to 445 families in 

the far flung villages of Chiringrro area in East Garo 

Hills District.  Thanks to Loyola College NSS, staff 

and parishioners who managed the distribution. The 

joy and gratitude of the beneficiaries are our blessings. 

Loyola Alumnae, 17 of them, showed up to express 

their care for the Earth, our Common Home, on June 5 

on the occasion of the World Environment Day. To 

WILLIAMNAGAR 
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create awareness on “International Year of Plant 

Health 2020”, the alumnae brought many plants and 

distributed them to the villagers in the neighbourhood, 

and planted 35 trees in Loyola campus. Our MLA, Mr. 

Marcuise N Marak also planted an Agar sapling in the 

campus on the occasion. 

For the admission of 2020 academic year and regular 

classes in the coming days, the College has introduced 

online admissions and a blend of online and in-person 

teaching pedagogy, with the help of a customized 

Learning Management System (LMS) for Loyola. As 

COVID-19 continues to challenge us, the safety of 

students, faculty, staff and visitors remains a top 

priority when the college will be reopened for regular 

classes. We are confident to meet these challenges, 

and Loyola will find its way to walk on healthy 

ground. 

Fr Scaria continues to nurture the Dawachipet farm 

with his daily visit, construction of a temporary 

dwelling for the workers, and a more permanent one 

for the piggery. He got even the Sisters to plant some 

corn and tapioca there as well as in the College land. 

Fr Arock is busy keeping the students busy online. Fr 

Sunny keeps himself busy not just with the academic 

part of the college. He has made sure that the newly 

donated land is all spruced up and ready for whatever 

will be built there whenever that might happen.  

-EC Sebastian 

 

 

 

After being in Premal Jyoti for four years, Lambok 

went back to the Region for good, in the midst of the 

furnace and blessed Covid-19 of Ahmedabad. Four of 

us are left stranded in Ahmedabad along with few 

other scholastics. At least we can boast of having lived 

in one of the worst affected cities in India, till Covid-

19 leaves us in peace. The daily dose of chaas 

(buttermilk) helps us fight the heat. Hopefully, the 

peak is over and along with the slowdown of the 

economy, the heat too is expected to have a 

downswing. The house looks empty but musical 

instruments still echoes the campus. Poor piano, 

keyboards and Guitars have to be exploited day in and 

day out. Out of 41 scholastics, 11 scholastics are still 

in the house as of June 8
th

. Our Corona warriors are Fr 

Charlie, the minister of the house and Fr James, our 

superior, who made sure that a proper care is given to 

all the Scholastics especially during the phase of total 

lockdown.  

In the initial period of lockdown, personal meditation, 

mass (communion) and personal evening prayer were 

allowed on a trial and error basis. After a while, we 

had an annual retreat, in two groups. Since then, we 

have been having daily masses and meditations, 

dividing ourselves into two groups. There were 

courses on Ignatian spirituality, by Frs Hector, Peter 

and James our Superior. Other courses include Video 

editing (optional), Spanish learning (optional) and 

interculturality by the present editor of the Jivan, Fr 

Vinayak Jadav. 

The daily supper is being prepared by the scholastics 

according to the assigned groups. One can never 

expect or predict the outcome. But one thing is sure! 

Potato, Dal and pulses would be there. It's just a matter 

of how differently we add colours and prepare them. 

Back to the kohimites, Bosco Boamai is catching up 

with his accountancy, as it is a golden opportunity for 

him to master the subject. Sylvester keeps himself 

busy learning to edit videos. Polseng attended a week 

course on learning Spanish, and keeps himself busy 

also in learning research methodologies. Titus has 

been shifted to Kalol, a community of four priests 

including Fr Jose Changa, the former provincial, Fr 

Hector Pinto, the principal of the higher secondary, 

Fr Vincent Mooken, and Fr Raju, the superior of the 

community.  

We request your prayers for Titus' mother, age 49, 

who underwent stage 3 hemorrhoids surgery and is 

recuperating.  

-Sch Jangsinrei Gonmei 

AHMEDABAD : Scholastics 
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Firstly, I would like to extend my heartfelt gratitude to 

our former RCF, Fr Anand Pereira SJ, The Regional 

Superior Fr Melvil, the PCF of Karnataka Fr Francis 

Fernandez SJ, the Provincial of Karnataka, Fr 

Stanislaus D’Souza SJ and all the fathers in Satya 

Nilayam, Chennai. Travelling from Chennai to 

Bengaluru would not have been possible without their 

arrangement, guidance and support. I am also grateful 

to the Superior of Jnana Jyothi RTEC, Anekal, Fr 

Ivan Mendonca SJ for taking special care of me and 

the other 4 scholastics from Chennai during the 

quarantine stay in Anekal.  

Inigo Sadan community is now filled with newness 

and exciting atmosphere as there are many new 

members coming in. In the meantime, the whole 

campus exhilarates the viewers with lots of renovation 

work and painting of school buildings. I joined the 

community on 20
th
 May, Wednesday as a new Regent. 

Thanks to all the Fathers and the Scholastics for being 

hospitable and warmly welcoming. At present, I am 

assisting Fr Rohan D’Almeida SJ who is also the 

Principal of St Joseph‟s School CBSE. I am also 

learning the work in St Louise boarding and marketing 

for the community from the former Regent, Sch Arun 

Lobo.  

Fr Joseph Rodrigues SJ, the new Rector of the house 

has introduced various means to keep the community 

alive particularly in terms of spiritual nourishment. 

Scholastics are given time for spiritual conversation 

every evening from 6.30-7.30. The conversation is 

taken from the letter of Peter Hans Kolvenbach of GC 

33 about our Jesuit Formation. Scholastics were also 

given golden chances to prepare several delicious 

dishes on Sundays for the community. With the proper 

instructions and guidelines of the Provincial of 

Karnataka, we had our meeting for the implementation 

of Karnataka Province Apostolic Plan – 2019 – 29 

(KPAP) on 23
rd

 May, Saturday.  

Since the Scholastic could not have the opportunity to 

be present for their Scholastic meet in their own 

provinces, the PCF of Karnataka took the initiative by 

organizing a short gathering for all the scholastics 

studying in Bengaluru on 29
th

 May, Friday. The 

gathering was very much appreciated by all and was 

much delighted by the present of the Provincial of 

Karnataka. The staff and the house consultors had 

their management meeting and House consult on 4
th

 

and 5
th

 June respectively. It was indeed a great 

experience for me to be part of the meeting.  

In commemoration of the World Environment Day on 

5
th
 June, 2020, a short ceremony was conducted on the 

school ground with the Rector, Fr Joseph Rodrigues, 

the Chief Guest, Fr Lumnesh Kumar SJ, the 

Conference Coordinator for Ecology JCSA, and the 

Principal of St Joseph‟s School CBSE, Rev Fr Rohan 

D’ Almeida presiding over the function. With the core 

premise of „Time of Nature‟, students share their love 

and connectivity with the mother earth through their 

creative and amazing works at Home. Fr Jeevan 

D’Souza SJ is appointed as the new House Treasurer 

of Inigo Sadan. Thanks to Fr Jeevan Prabhu SJ for 

his systematic work and selfless service to the 

community. Fr Jeevan Prabhu SJ has left for Kohima 

Region and he is home quarantined in Jagriti Jesuit 

community, Guwahati.  

-Sch. Mark Donnam Iawbor SJ 

 

 

 

We thank God for protecting and keeping us safe from 

the deadly Covid-19 inspite of the possible 

vulnerability we are exposed to. Due to thelockdown 

the responsibility ofup-keeping the house was given to 

the juniors.  

We took over the job of our domestic staff such as 

cooking, gardening, house-keeping and others. Among 

them, cooking is the most thrilling, exciting, and 

taxing job with its endless possibility of learning. Yet 

by doing these household chores, we come to realize 

the toil and sweat that the workers put in order to 

make our life easy which go unnoticed sometimes. 

BOMBAY: Juniorate 

BENGALURU : Inigo Sadan 
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Taking as an opportunity in the midst of this pandemic 

we sneaked out some days to be with the Lord and 

made our annual retreat from 22
nd

 to 30
th
 of April.  We 

were guided by Fr Charles, Fr John and Fr Francis 

who led us through the UAPs. It was a profound 

experience of encountering the Lord through these 

UAPs. In order to utilize the time fruitfully, we 

organized different tournaments like Table Tennis, 

basket ball, volley 

ball and other 

indoor games. In 

the mean time, we 

have one class a 

day of different 

subjects organized 

by the fathers here 

with the initiative 

of our new dean, 

Fr Aubrey. We get to learn something new each day 

and that continues to make us Jesuits on the desk.  

-Sch George Banni 

 

 

 

Ravi Sagar took charge as the Head of “Centre for 

Human Rights & Law” (CHRL) at 3.00 p.m on 

08.06.2020 at Indian Social Institute (ISI-D).  In a 

simple Handing Over Ceremony,the outgoing Head, 

Fr Joy Karaipuram SJ handed over acopy of the 

original text of the Constitution of India wrapped in a 

traditional Assamese Gamucha.  This special copy of 

the Constitution contains the signatures of the 

members of the Constituent Assembly including Fr 

Jerome D’Souza SJ – the founder of ISI-D.  Ravi 

Sagar received it and unwrapped it in the presence of 

special invitees.  At this crucial juncture of our times, 

it symbolizes accepting the legacy to uphold the 

perennial values, interpreting them in the light of the 

Constitution and hand the baton over to the 

generations to come. 

Speaking on the occasion, Fr Denzil Fernandes, the 

Executive Director of ISI (ED), thanked Fr Joy, 

highlighting his contribution especially realizing the 

dream of JCSA of establishing a „National Law 

Resource Centre‟.“The experience specially 

establishing and administering Legal Cell for Human 

Rights at Guwahati (LCHR) and law-practice of two 

decades”, Fr Denzil highlighted, “Will enable CHRL 

to fulfil the aspirations of the South Asian 

Conference”. 

Fr Paul D’ Souza, the Superior of the ISI 

Community, reminds us that Handing Over is a 

continuity.  It is a beginning of a new chapter in the 

same book.  The presence of Mr Paul Jacob who has 

been working for the last 34 years is a living example 

of this continuity.  The CHRL has its origin in 1981 

when Fr P.D. Matthew launched the Legal Aid 

Programme through awareness &publication in the 

precincts of ISI-D. In 2004, the Human Rights & Law 

Unit was formed in ISI-D merging of two separate 

DELHI: ISI 
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Units namely Human Rights Unit and the Programme 

for Legal Aid.  Responding to the felt need and 

increasing demands from various persons and 

institutions across the country, JCSA mandated for 

establishing CHRL.  Accordingly, CHRL was 

inaugurated in December 2019. 

Apart from litigation in court-rooms, CHRL has the 

responsibility of editing monthly magazine – Legal 

News & Views, publishing much sought-after Legal 

Education Series, conducting seminars, workshops, 

round-table and trainings.  

  

 

The situation of COVID – 19 has relatively decreased 

in and around in Paris, and largely in France. Although 

our University is closed, classes are being held online 

and of course giving our whole self to be faithful to it, 

thus, leading us to the successful submission of our 

final files, which we call here “Dossier de fin d’annéé” 

to valid our exams of the year 2020. 

Good News!!! Sch. Pradeep has successfully 

defended his thesis which was titled, “Ecological 

Trilogy – balanced world view, Transformative 

Spirituality and Coherent praxis.” Despite the 

pandemics, our spiritual growth continues to take its 

shape every single day and with the difficulties to be 

present physically for the spiritual direction, they were 

done in a creative manner specially for those who are 

participating in the Spiritual Exercises in daily life. 

(Exercicesdans la Vie Ordianiare – EVO). Thanks to 

ZOOM or should I thank Xi Jinping. Both Pradeep 

and Daniel are bracing themselves to experience the 

heavy monsoons 

once they are back 

to India and yes 

obviously for their 

respective missions. 

We are happy to 

inform that Sch. 

Pradeep will be 

ordained deacon on 

the 20
th

 of June 

2020. We request 

you to keep him in 

your prayers. Sch. 

Joshua has 

successfully completed his French course in the 

Institut Calotholique de Paris, and he will be a full-

fledged student in Centre Sèvres from the next 

academic year. Apart from the exams, the scholastics 

are busy preparing themselves for the Summer 

apostolate to various part of France.  

-Sch. Robinson 

 

 

 

 

Just before the lockdown descended on us all, without 

any forewarning, I landed in Chennai on 21st March 

soon after midnight, and self-isolated myself at Satya 

Nilyam, as I could be a potential carrier from the 

hotspot Pune. I was to go to Macau for a retreat in 

April, and soon after my return, I had planned some 

other programmes in the South, besides visiting my 

brother in Pondicherry and our brand new great 

grandson there. Like everyone of you, I had to cancel 

all of these, as I entered into the common humanity 

that we all are, to stay safe, to stay home. The gates 

were locked, and I have not stepped out of this place 

ever since I arrived here! I didn't want to be party to 

the spread of this virus. This is already the first week 

of June.  

 

In the meantime, the Regional Superior has assigned 

me to Good Shepherd Seminary, Dimapur. And I am 

already in touch with the Rector there, and my first 

attempt to reach my destination started with the 

cancellation of the flights even before I booked my 

tickets via Kolkata. I was to travel on 8th June. Now I 

wait.  All this waiting these past 6 weeks has taught 

me to be at home with whatever is possible and 

available.  There had been a lot of agony and anguish 

as I virtually traveled with the migrants on foot and on 

train.  The Ignatian imaginative contemplation did 

help me to suffer with those who suffer to give them 

hope in God's name, even if virtually! The statistics 

that were put out periodically of the cases discovered, 

treated, recovered, and those who could not make it, 

were not mere numbers for me but people with faces, 

with families, with hopes and dreams. This was truly 

the passion and death of Jesus even today. The season 

of Easter has not yet brought much hope to the lives of 

real people, the labourers, except perhaps the easing of 

the lockdown and of the restrictions of movement. 

Waiting is a core of our Christian spirituality, as we 

await God's initiative in our life, however long we may 

PARIS : Scholastics 
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have to, and we do it in the hope that God will reveal 

his message to us all as God of life even in the midst 

of these deaths. 

"To bring my story to a happy 

ending, I was able to get a direct 

flight to Guwahati on 10th June 

by Indigo. It was an interesting 

journey as it resembled some 

science fiction movie. Besides 

the mask, I was asked to wear a 

shield on my face, and the whole 

aircraft inside looked rather 

weird. Before boarding, I took a 

selfie, and it looked like The Man on a Mission! Is 

there a film like that? On landing, after some 

paperwork, I was taken to a screening centre. After 

some more paperwork about lots of details about my 

home quarantining at Jagriti, the testing was over in 5 

minutes. Once I reached our house, all the 80 days of 

lockdown had helped to breathe my native air! I am 

back home all right." 

   

-Fr Paul Raj 

 

 

Pope Francis’ Prayer to Mary during 
the coronavirus pandemic 

 
O Mary, 

you always shine on our path 

as a sign of salvation and of hope. 

We entrust ourselves to you, 

Health of the Sick, 

who at the cross took part           

in Jesus' pain,                     

keeping your faith firm. 

You, Salvation of the Roman People, 

know what we need, 

and we are sure you will provide 

so that, as in Cana of Galilee, 

we may return to joy and to feasting 

after this time of trial. 

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, 

to conform to the will of the Father 

and to do as we are told by Jesus, 

who has taken upon himself our sufferings 

and carried our sorrows 

to lead us, through the cross, 

to the joy of the resurrection.  

           

 

Hector D’Souza 

“Beyond the Peripheries, Among the Transgender” in 

JIVAN, May-June 2020 

“Where the Supreme Declares…” in “Celebrating 15
th

 

Anniversary”, JRS, Afghanistan, April 2020. 

 

Nilesh Parmar 

"Barsa de Atma" is 14 Hindi Christian worship songs, 

sponsored by Mrs. Savita Nido from Arunachal 

Pradesh. 

"The Bible at Your Finger Tips" is a book published 

by St. Xavier's Parish, Palizi 

"We Proclaim Christ: The Profile of a Catechist", a 

book published by Gujarat Sahitya Prakash, Anand. 

 

Owen Chourappa 

 

“Auf einmal Staatenlos” (Suddenly Stateless), in 

JESUIT EN WELTWEIT, May 2020 

 

Walter Fernandes 

 

North Easterners Return Home to Poor Public Health 

Infrastructure,‟ The Citizen April 1 

“Jesuits Celebrate Fifty Years in the Northeast” The 

Shillong Times; April 22. 

“COVID and the Challenge of a New Economy,” The 

Shillong Times, May 21. 

 

 

-

  

 
 

CHAKHESANG: Where Boys became Men 

Compatibility of character, taste, way of being and 

doing are not easy to adjust easily with each other, so 

we part company and the very diversity of natural 

instincts takes us beyond the horizon we thought off. 

The story of Kohima Jesuits too had this aspect of 

being separated and coming together. In the early 70s 

suddenly Jakhama seemed crowded and the characters 

seemed to pull to go beyond. Like Abraham and Lot, 

 

 

 

  In the airport 

 

Amen. 
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Fr Coelho and Fr Castelino parted company in good 

faith to reach beyond the boundaries, they set 

themselves on and that made all the difference. 

Tuensang was going vacant and Bishop Rosario 

placed Fr Castelino at St John‟s School, Tuensang in 

1971 the Northern part of Nagaland, two full days‟ 

journey from Jakhama. Being there for some time, Fr 

Castelino smelt an opportunity to enter a new area, 

Kiphire was beckoning him. Fr Edwin Goveas was 

with him and Castelino was constantly visiting 

Kiphire. God took Fr Goveas in 1973, an untimely 

death due to diabetes. Fr Devassy took charge of 

Tuensang, Fr Castelino disappeared among the 

Sangtams and Yimchungers and pitched his tent at 

Kiphire, opened the mission, started Loyola School 

there in 1973. 

He was occasionally passing through Meluri and 

Chizami on the new cut shorter road to Kohima. Fr 

Keemattam joined him as Assistant at Kiphire. Within 

a few months, Mr Kazipa Pochuri showed interest in 

the new Church and Fr Castelino did not waste time. 

He moved to Meluri in 1974 handing over the charge 

of Kiphire to Fr Mathew Keemattam. The Pochuri 

tribe, the small gem among the Chakhesang became 

his new vineyard. Fr James (AND) joined Fr Castelino 

in and within a year a community was formed and a 

school was established. The story is the same, „the 

restless soldier of Christ‟ moved on to pitch his tent at 

Chizami in 1975 giving full charge to Fr James at 

Meluri and Fr Freddie Menezes moved in for a year in 

1975 at Meluri and when Fr Freddie moved out, Fr 

Boniface Lewis took charge of Meluri in 1976 and 

was there for full nine years.  

Meluri to Kohima was a long-distance then. Chizami 

had a small community. Mr Khaddu was one of them. 

He made room for Fr Castelino to stay and offer Mass 

for this small community. Mr Kutti‟s two-storey 

wooden hotel had a single room on the top. That 

became Castelino‟s five-star office and bungalow and 

the Cathedral. The aim was to capture the peak of 

Pfutsero but the Lord had other plans. 

So far Fr Castelino was traversing from North to South 

on a vertical line and came to be known as the 

„missionary of Eastern Nagaland‟. Being at Chizami, 

he created on this vertical line, horizontal arms those 

will become full-fledged Parishes later. By now he had 

the young enthusiastic men from Karnataka to assist. 

Jayanth Kumar to Zamai and Zelumai, Bostu 

(Sebastian Fernandes) to Thenyizumi and beyond, 

Norbert Fernandes to Porba and Pfutsero; Boniface 

Lewis to Lephori and Akwego in the East and 

Lozaphuhu and Phek in the West; Later Hector 

D‟Souza to Chasuba, K.Basa and Chetheba. All these 

men moved on their foot to reach the villages with 

great joy. The silver-haired, gentle pastor, was he 

discerning to plot, sending to spread, encouraging to 

strike? Yes, in a way he was! These and many younger 

men responded to the gentle, encouraging smile of this 

passionate missionary of Christ. 

It is not only the Jesuits but equal credit should go to 

the Ursuline Franciscan Sisters. Responding to the call 

to the missions, they came under the spell of this 

gentle pastor and the mission expanded. Meluri, 

Chizami and then on Pfutsero they opened their 

convents and the daunting pioneers of 70s, Srs Anita, 

Mary, Gracilda, Jyothsna, Veena, Benny, Irene, Annie, 

Jeraldine, Martha (and Lavina, now with the Lord) 

matched the steps with Jesuits. They too trudged the 

distances to plant the faith be at Yaruba, Kikruma, 

Kezokonoma, Chobama, K. Bawe and many more 

centres. The villagers heard the „little steps‟ with joy 

and that made the whole difference.  

These young boys and girls were toughened under the 

benevolent gaze of Fr Castelino. He taught them the 

great lessons in patient waiting on the Lord, to accept 

humiliation when they were called by all names for 

being Catholics, simple way of living and to be able to 

eat what was served in their plates. Distances were 

„just a few kilometres‟, walking to a new village with 

a group, consisting of Catechists and a couple of 

members of Catholic Youth Organization was a 

spiritual exercise; creating new hymns accompanied 

by action was a celebration. It took away the drudgery 

of the journey and created an experience of joy and 

they felt that the „Spirit of the Lord was upon them.” 

They were the foot soldiers who walked to different 

sub-centres every Sunday because there was only one 

Willys Jeep for the whole of Phek district 

(Chakhesang area) that went to the far off places. 

Going to Zamai, Zalumai, early in the morning via 
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Malli farm was a walking exercise; Porba, Sakraba, 

Pfutsero was a mountain climbing expedition; even 

Thenyizumi, a full day‟s walk from Chizami via 

Pisachedumi was an adventure, from Meluri to 

Lephori was a picnic of two days and these young 

Turks did it on foot.  It is here that the boys became 

men. 

-Fr Hector D‟ Souza SJ 

 

 

                                                  

 

                     
 

 

 

Fr SA Alphonse  SJ (AND, 69/51) on 10.06.2020 

Fr George K Pulparambil, SJ (MDU, 91/71) on 

22.05.2020 

Fr Adolfo Nicolás, SJ (JPN 84/67) ) on 20.05.2020 in 

Tokyo ( our former Superior General) 

Fr Thomas Anthraper, SJ (KER, 90/70, 06.05.2020  

Fr Jerome D'Souza SJ (BOM, 70/45) on 01.05.2020 

in  Andheri, Mumbai.  

Fr Michael Hawkins SJ (DAR, 83/63) on 30.04.2020 

at Pickering, Toronto. 

N. John Patton (73), father of Fr Emma died on 

14.06.2020 in Akuk village 

A.S. Maphokla Zimik (91),  maternal grandmother of 

Sch Mark on 29.05.2020 in Hungpung village 

 

                                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
“The best way to remember Father Adolfo Nicolás 

may be with a brief prayer, written in his own hand 

after an eight-day retreat with his General Council in 

2011, Exercises that I had the privilege to accompany. 

Many months after those Exercises, some meetings of 

the Council began with this prayer, which arose from 

the personal meditation of Father Nicolás on the 

miraculous catch of fish narrated by Saint John in 

chapter 21. It is an excellent synthesis of his person 

and of his spirituality. The original version of the 

prayer is this:” 

(From the letter of Fr Arturo Sosa, S.J. to the whole 

Society on 20 May 2020  on the death of Fr Nico.) 

 

Lord Jesus,  

What weaknesses did you see in us that made you 

decide to call us, in spite of  everything, to 

collaborate in your mission?  

We give you thanks for having called us, and we 

beg you not to forget your promise to be with us to 

the end of time.  

Frequently we are invaded by the feeling of having 

worked all night in vain, forgetting, perhaps, that 

you are with us.  

We ask that you make yourself present in our lives  

and in our work, today, tomorrow, and in the 

future yet to come. 

Fill with your love these lives of ours, which we put 

at your service.  

Take from our hearts the egoism of thinking about 

what is “ours,” what is “mine”, always excluding, 

lacking compassion and joy.  

Enlighten our minds and our hearts, and do not 

forget to make us smile  

when things do not go as we wished. 

At the end of the day, of each one of our days,  

make us feel more united with you and better able 

to perceive and discover around us greater joy and 

greater hope.  

We ask all this from our reality.  

We are weak and sinful men,  

but we are your friends. Amen      

F

 

          Fr Adolfo Nicolás 
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FR ADOLFO NICOLAS 

“CAD (Common Apostolic Discernment) in the light of GC35”  

on January 19
th

2009,  

To a group of some 86 persons 

 

Our discernment is not made once and for all. We have to keep on discerning. The process 

never stops. Those who are or have been provincials are well aware of this ongoing task, 

this ongoing challenge. The world is trying to respond to new needs, in new ways. New 

situations bring new discernment, new creativity and new response.   

 

Discernment is the way to live in the midst of a changing world. It has to be communal, 

for no single person can control everything, and God does not allow himself to be 

captivated by anyone. 

 

In discernment we realize that we can never fully possess the will of God. We can come very close to knowing 

it, and we can say, “Well, I think that in the present circumstances, with prayer, with consensus, with the data 

we have, with our convictions, it‟s the closest we can get to the will of God. That is our decision.” But St 

Ignatius kept stressing on and on that if we find new data that sheds new light on our problem, we should 

always be willing to reconsider. God is free and far bigger than our understanding. 

 

Communal discernment is, I think, a slow process; it is slow and down to earth. There is no such thing as 

instant discernment. True, as St Ignatius says, in some special cases one can get all of a sudden some 

extraordinary light, as St Paul got on his way to Damascus. But discernment is different; its nature is that of 

searching, and searching is a slow process. 

 

I think God hides in the process of discernment. If we follow a process that is real, we find God. If we 

overlook it because we are in a hurry, we will miss God who is hiding there. The process is a great help, and 

that is why St Ignatius was so keen on it. The process takes us from where we are to where God wants us to 

be, but we must not take it for granted that we are going to find him easily. 

 

I would say we need psychological literacy – not all of us are psychologists, but we have to be literate in 

psychology so that when we talk to people we are able to figure out whether there is lack of contact with the 

Spirit or simply a psychological inability to face reality or to make a choice and keep wandering on aimlessly. 

 

The Spiritual Exercises help us to find our attachments to places, to groups, or to results.  This is a very 

strong point in Christian spirituality, as also in Buddhism and Hinduism. You work and do your best, but then 

you are detached from the fruit of your work. Attachment to the fruit of our work is so much a source of 

unhappiness in many of us. We work hard and we want to see the results, but the results depend on so many 

other things besides. This is why all spiritual traditions insist on detachment from the fruits. Not detachment 

from the work – no laziness! Work hard, but then remain detached, free. 

 

Challenges make us uneasy. In the area of risk, I think we have to pay particular attention to how we value 

success. I think the feeling of success has been one of the toughest enemies we have to fight against.  True, 

success can be something we thank God for. But it can also be a great temptation, as when we feel we should 

remain where we are not needed only because we have been successful, or when we do not undertake any risky 
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task because we fear we might end in failure. Well, Jesus‟ life ended in failure. We celebrate success all the 

time. I do not know yet of a single religious community which has celebrated failure for the kingdom of 

God 

 

Learn how to approach and how to be touched by reality, how to be moved within this reality by the Holy 

Spirit. The Inquisition did not find anything unorthodox or inconsistent in St Ignatius, but it was worried 

because this man was pointing to something dangerous, something revolutionary. Indeed, he was a 

revolutionary because he took human reality very seriously as a starting point, and there he found the will of 

God. Like Jesus he lived in the midst of reality; he did not start from the law but from the life of people in a 

concrete way, and only then he pursued the law from there. 

 

                                               
 

              
 

           


