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RAYS OF HOPE AMIDST CLOUDS          

OF DEATH 

 

C ovid-19 has overwhelmed the entire world and India 

also has borne the brunt of it. Its spread was so      

colossal that the World Health Organization (WHO) declared 

it as a pandemic. The only way to control and defeat this 

mammoth pandemic was to declare a complete lockdown. 

This method, though necessary but poorly planned in our 

country, left millions of people, especially the migrant   

workers stranded and bereft of food, water and shelter.  

 

 Looking into the gravity of the problem created by 

the lockdown, our Province took quick steps to reach out to 

the victims through Government mechanism and directly to 

the people in need to provide them with various aid          

materials like food (rice, dal, haldi, masala, salt, atta,        

vegetable and cooking oil), medicine, hygienic kits,            

sanitizers, masks, soaps and shelter including some         

monetary assistance. In some places the Jesuits and          

collaborators cooked food and fed the people in quarantine 

centres and reached food to many  families who had no   

access to grocery stores. The Province and some individual 

Communities donated money to the Prime Minister’s and 

Chief Minister’s relief funds. In many places Jesuits and    

collaborators conducted awareness programmes about the 

preventive measures to safeguard themselves from the    

impact of coronavirus. 

 

Remembering  

Fr. Adolfo Nicolás, S.J. 

(29 April 1936—20 May 2020) 

M any of us have spent some moments,   
either personally or in groups, with       

Fr. Nico and we remember him for his knack of humour, genuine    
simplicity, clear insight, foresightedness, focused vision, love for the 
poor, fallen in love with Asia with  universal heart and mind and 
natural warmth. The following lines make vivid his memory: 

 “Be happy, be free, be centred on God and Jesus Christ”. 

 He stressed the need for depth as against the “globalisation of 
superficiality”.  

 “Good Christian leadership”, he said, “is a service of love for 
community”.  

 “A good Jesuit parish,” he would say, “is first and foremost a 
good parish. Jesuit education must first be good education. It 

should model a way to reach the poor.” 

 His mantra: “Universality” (of our vocation and Jesuit mission) 
and “Depth” (in our Spiritual and Intellectual life). 

 He developed sensitivity and respect for cultural   difference 
and diversity. 

 His special love for the homeless and the migrant workers was 
very much visible in him. 

Good bye, Nico! 

 

 

FR. PROVINCIAL’S PROGRAMME 

  
 

Provincial's Programme for June and July 2020 is suspended 

due to the nation-wide lockdown. It will be  communicated 

later when there is a greater clarity about the lockdown.  
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 While we were still grappling with the crisis of     

coronavirus, we were struck with a deadly hailstorm. On     

24-25 April, 47 villages of Lureg, Tamamunda, Haldijharia,     

Karngabahla and Pathalgaon Parishes of Jashpur Diocese and 

5 villages of Birsingha and Bairdih Parishes of Raigarh        

Diocese were devastated by a severe hailstorm. In some 

places the weight of the hailstones were 700 to 800 grams 

which smashed the house roofs, destroyed crops and killed 

many animals. Our Province again responded the crisis                

immediately and together with the Diocesan Social Work 

Centres of Jashpur and Raigarh Dioceses extended its        

assistance by providing tarpaulin plastics to 492 of 1210  

families of Jashpur Diocese and 57 of 242 families of Raigarh 

Diocese. Special thanks to the Campion Community Bhopal, 
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MAP PROVINCE: TRANSFER LIST - II 

NAME FROM TO DESIGNATION 

Ajay Bernard Ekka Catholic Church, Kotma Nirmala Ashram, Jhingo 
Assistant P.P., Manager of Nirmala 
Primary School, Student Counsellor 
at St. Xavier’s Rajpur 

Ajay Kerketta (P)* Shanti Bhavan, Jashpur Shanti Bhavan, Jashpur Minister 

Alfred Toppo* 
Jiwandhara Ashram,     
Mauhapali 

Jiwandhara Ashram,      
Mauhapali 

Programme Manager of Social 
Work (Baramkela & Mauhapali) 

Alphonse Tirkey* Asha Deep, Pathalgaon Asha Deep, Pathalgaon BTC 

Casmir Ekka (T) Campion, Mariado Campion, Bhouri Treasurer, Teacher, Bus In Charge 

Clestus Baxla 
Khrist Milan Ashram,      
Namna 

Holy Family Hospital,      
Mandar 

Treatment 

Deobhushan Toppo Campion, Bhouri Campion, Mariado 
Teacher, Co-Pastor, Barela Out-
reach Programme 

Dilip Soreng* Loyola House, Kunkuri Loyola House, Kunkuri Vocation Promotion 

Elphiz Minj Asha Deep, Pathalgaon Catholic Church, Kotma Parish Priest, Youth, Garden 

Godfried Ekka* 
Khrist Milan Ashram, 
Namna 

Khrist Milan Ashram, 
Namna 

Farm & Garden 

Michael Tirkey* Shanti Bhavan, Jashpur Shanti Bhavan, Jashpur  Youth 

Robert Tigga St. Xavier’s Ambikapur Asha Deep, Pathalgaon 

Acting Superior, LTC/CTC, Land & 
Property, Member of Hoffman Le-
gal Cell (Province Land, Property, 
Building Records and Documenta-
tion, Agreement Papers) 

Satyaprakash Tigga* Loyola House, Kunkuri Loyola House, Kunkuri Dean of College Juniors 

Shanti P. Ekka* 
Khrist Milan Ashram, 
Namna 

Khrist Milan Ashram, 
Namna 

Minister 

Theodolus Ekka Nirmala Ashram, Jhingo Shanti Bhavan, Jashpur Asst. P.P., Farm and Garden 

St. Xavier’s Community Ambikapur and Loyola Community 

Kunkuri for their  monetary assistance for the relief work.  

 

 These events, though unpleasant and affect millions 

of people adversely, have given us an opportunity to              

experience the joy of serving and sharing. We are part of the 

suffering of the entire universe and in this suffering, we join 

hands with our collaborators and share the little we have 

with those who need them most. We are surrounded by the 

clouds of sufferings and deaths but in and through our 

works the victims see the rays of hope and we in turn          

experience the glow of the rays of hope in the suffering of 

the people we serve.     

    

- Fr. Ranjit Tigga, SJ 
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Please note:  

 The asterisk (*) indicates new assignment(s) in addition to the previous responsibility in the same community.  
 All appointments and transfers, unless otherwise communicated, should take effect before or from 20th June 2020. 
 All the customary procedures and rules have to be followed, namely: 
 - All inventories have to be passed on to the successor. 
 - Financial transactions have to be cleared before handing over.  
 - Handing over has to take place in the presence of the Local Superior, one member of Finance Commission / one 

   member of a neighbouring community, incoming and outgoing persons. 

 - A copy of the same has to be sent to the Province Curia by the Local Superior. 

 Official appointments of Parish Priests will be given by the Local Bishops.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAP JESUITS IN COMMON HOUSES AND ABROAD ATTACHED TO THE COMMUNITIES IN THE PROVINCE 

  

      Fr. Ranjit Tigga, SJ          03 June 2020    

             Provincial          Feast of St. Charles Lwanga & CC. 

NAME PLACE COMMUNITY 

Alphonse Kispotta JDV, Pune Asha Deep, Pathalgaon 

Ashok Kujur Omaha Nebraska, USA Loyola Niketan, Bilaspur 

Boniface Panna Satya Nilayam, Chennai Asha Deep, Pathalgaon 

Deepak Tirkey Madrid, spain Loyola Niketan, Bilaspur 

Herman Tirkey JDV, Pune St. Xavier’s, Ambikapur 

Leander Xalxo Vidya Jyoti, Delhi Shanti Bhavan, Jashpur 

Patras Kujur Papal Seminary, Pune St. Xavier’s, Pathalgaon 

Stephen M.Ekka Vinay Gurukul, Gurgaon Shanti Bhavan, Jashpur 

Vinay Kumar Ekka Rome, Italy Loyola Niketan, Bilaspur 

Vincent Ekka ISI, Delhi Loyola House, Kunkuri 

HAILSTORM DESTROYS HOUSES AND CROPS:                     
MAP PROVINCE CONTRIBUTES TO THE RELIEF WORK 
 

W hile still coping with the crisis of coronavirus 
pandemic, a deadly hailstorm destroyed  

houses, crops and killed many animals in 47 villages 
of Lureg, Tamamunda,   Haldijharia, Karngabahla and 
Pathalgaon Parishes of Jashpur Diocese and 5  villages 
of Birsingha and Bairdih  Parishes of Raigarh Dioceses 
on 24-25 April. In some places the weight of the    
hailstones were 700 to 800 grams which smashed the 
rooftops of the houses including the asbestos roofs 
which were thoroughly drilled and broken into pieces. 

People were left with no roof for shelter. Along with 
the standing crops in the field, the food grains in the 
houses were also destroyed. 
 In response to the crisis, an emergency 
meeting was organized in the Bishop’s House Kunkuri 
on 25th April afternoon which was attended by the  
Fathers of the Bishops House and Loyola Community 
and the Sisters of St. Anne and Holy Cross Convents. 
In the meeting Loyola Community sponsored for 50 
Tarpaulin Sheets (tirpal), St. Anne Convent for 50 
sheets, Holy Cross for 50 sheets, Gamin Vikas Kendra 
for 50 sheets and  Bishop Emmanuel sponsored for 
100 tarpaulin sheets. It was agreed upon that Gramin 
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Vikas Kendra will raise funds and coordinate the     
relief work. 
  
 The curia of the Madhya  
Pradesh Province of the  Society 
of Jesus also responded to the    
crisis and gave to the Gramin 
Vikas Kendra, Social Work    
Centre of   Jashpur Diocese, Rs. 
200,000/- (Rupees two lakhs) 
for the first phase of the relief work. With this         
assistance, MAP Province was able to provide             
tarpaulin sheets to 385 families of Lureg, Tamamunda 
and Haldijharia Parishes. In Pathalgaon area, Jivan  
Vikas Maitri (JVM) provided tarpaulin sheets to 57 
affected families. In Birsingha and Bairdih Parishes of 
Raigarh Diocese, MAP Province provided tarpaulin 
sheets to 57 families. Loyola Community Kunkuri     
donated 50  tarpaulin sheets. Thus, the  Society of   
Jesus provided tarpaulin sheets to 492 of 1210        
hailstone affected families of Jashpur Diocese and 57 
of 242 affected families of Raigarh Diocese. Through 
the efforts of Fr. Ashok Kujur and  Fr. Nickey Santos,     
Rector of Creighton University Omaha (USA), MAP 
Province is partially helping with the reconstruction of 
the roofs of the Church and  St. Anne’s Convent in 
Lureg. 
 Among the affect-
ed were the families of 12 
Jesuits – Fr. Mahant Ekka, 
Fr. Pancratius Minj, Fr. 
Ranjit Tigga, Fr. Anand 
Tirkey, Fr. Santosh Xalxo,  
Fr. Ashok Kujur, Fr. Ajay 
Kerketta, Fr. Blacius Kullu,   
Fr. Eligius Kandulna, Br. Ignace Xalxo, Sch. Fredrick 
Vivek Ekka and Sch. Ashish Ekka (Nepal Region). With 
the financial help of Campion Community Bhopal, the 
Province provided to the   families of these Jesuits 20 
sheets of asbestos (size: 10x3.5feet), 20 ridges (centre 
covers) and two tarpaulin sheets each. Special thanks 
to the Campion Jesuit Community, Bhopal, for its  
generous financial assistance to the families of the 
Jesuits. Also special thanks to the Creighton University 
Jesuit Community (USA), St. Xavier’s Community    
Ambikapur, Loyola Community Kunkuri, St. Xavier’s 
Community Pathalgaon and CLC Office Pathalgaon for 
the monetary assistance to help the hailstone victims. 

- Fr. Herman Joseph Minj, SJ 

JIWANDHARA   ASHRAM, MAUHAPALI 
 

T he invisible virus of Covid-19 has shattered    
human life and devastated the world by social 

distancing and lockdown. But we believe in the God 
of Jesus and St. Ignatius, before His providence it is a 
tiny little thing. With a deep confidence in God’s 
providence, we the members of Jiwandhara          
community have joined the people of goodwill in the 
world in praying for its early  ending. 
  
 During the several lockdowns imposed by the                   
Government, we are inside the boundary walls but 
when there is need of our help, we are readily           
available, of course with precautions. Fr. Alfred       
Toppo preached a retreat to the Diocesan Priests and 
Daughters of St. Anne of Banhar and Panchdhar      
Parishes from May 10-16, 2020 and accompanied 
them in journey with the Lord.   

 The repair work of the staff quarters and boys’ 
toilets were almost complete in the first week of 
March 2020 but unfortunately a very strong wind 
with heavy rain and  hailstones blew away the        
roof-sheets uprooting the angles and beams. We 
have started the repair work of these buildings. We 
are taking extra precaution while   fixing the sheets. 
The roofing work of staff quarters and boys’ toilets is 
almost complete. The internal furnishing is on. The 
repair work of community kitchen shed is complete. 
White washing of the school building is going on. We 
have more repair works which will be slowly done.   

- Fr. Sandeep Tigga,SJ 
 

XIDAS, JABALPUR 

L ife during Lockdown: XIDAS has been trying to 

make the best use of the time during the long 

stretch of the Lockdown due to the Pandemic Covid - 

19. First of all, the Faculty Members were                
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informed to guide the  Second Year Students'       

Summer Internship Programme (SIP) through Online 

Mode. Secondly, the Faculty Members themselves 

were offered a number of conferences through  

Webinar from the B-Schools all over the country and 

abroad. They had to  participate in them and write 

papers. Thirdly, under the leadership of Fr. Alex    

Ekka,  Director, all the Jesuit Faculty have been     

engaged in revising the XIDAS  Service Rules to bring 

out its Fifth Edition called "XIDAS Service Rules - 

2020". Fourthly, the  Management, the Dean         

Academics and the  Registrar of the Institute have 

been pursuing the process of the annual Extension 

of Approval from AICTE. Similarly, the admission drive has 

been going on  despite the hazardous Lockdown. 

   

 Besides, the Jesuit community has been     

caring for the "Common Home" -- the flower and 

fruit gardens. Inspired by the all-caring Minister Fr. 

Sanjay Kujur's daily watering of the flowers, plants 

and hedges in the Jesuit Residence, others too take 

care of other plots in the surrounding. Now attracted 

by the greenery of the campus, the birds of the air 

and the squirrels of the trees take their chances to 

enjoy the fruits of the garden and the fish of the 

ponds. So to maintain the sustainability of these   

resources, Fr. Dharam Kishore Lakra goes round to 

drive them away from time to time.  

   

 The month of May is almost over as the     

lockdown 4.0 continues with some relaxation here 

and there. Seeing no end of the lockdown, the five 

students who were stranded here in the campus 

since March managed to make arrangements and 

left for their respective destinations. Left in the     

campus were the five Jesuit community members 

and the gatekeepers. The support staff like the     

electrician, gardeners, cleaners, sweepers, etc. 

would regularly come to the campus in the morning, 

do their  assigned works, and go back home by 12.00 

p.m. to avoid the scorching sun. With all the         

hostellers out the work of whitewashing the hostel 

under the supervision of Fr. Binod Toppo is in          

progress right now.  

  

 Not being able to go anywhere out of Jabalpur 

during the lockdown we five Jesuits stayed put here 

and kept our community life alive and vibrant. We did 

not let any occasion of celebration go by quietly. Fr. 

Alex Ekka’s ordination anniversary on April 27, Fr.  

Sanjay Kujur’s on May 14, and Fr. Valentine Ekka’s on 

May 18 were celebrated   separately as they came to 

remind ourselves of the importance and uniqueness 

of each occasion instead of clubbing them together.  

- Fr. Valentine Ekka,SJ 

 

 ST. XAVIER’S NIWAS, NIMHA 

 

F r. Benedict Minj, S.J. the manager of St. Xavier’s 

School Nimha, gets up at 5:00 o’clock in the 

morning every day. He gets ready for his spiritual    

exercises. He does manual works for short time and 

then takes his breakfast, after it he does again his 

manual works. At about 10:00 a.m. he is free to do his 

personal works in the room and takes rest. Between 

1:00 to 2:00 p.m. he takes his lunch. Then he           

examines his conscience. Here it is very hot till 4:00 

p.m., after it, he works in the garden for half an hour. 

Twice a day he makes round the St. Xavier’s School 

campus. Here in the morning and in the evening 

weather is cool, so he enjoys life over here. He feels, 

days and nights are going very fast because he is       

always busy.  From 7:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. he takes his 

supper. He goes to bed early for his night rest. Before 

he goes to bed once again he examines his                    

conscience. This is how his everyday time table is.  

- Fr. Benedict Minj, SJ       

 

CATHOLIC ASHRAM, BOIRDADAR  

Eternal dwelling to Mother of Fr. Martin:- 

T he last wish to go home (as she was with her 

daughter at Deori, next to  Ambatoli) of Mrs. 
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Anastacia (age 70) the loving 

mother of Fr.   Martin M. 

Tirkey,S.J came true  to go to 

eternal bliss on 11th May 2020, 

at 4.00 p.m. in  Ambatoli 

(Ratasili). Fr. Martin M. Tirkey, 

S.J. rushed home via Loyola 

Kunkuri.  The relatives had already arrived and with 

the assurance of Police classmate for keeping social 

distancing     during the pandemic of    Corona Virus, 

the rites of funeral was officiated by Fr. Martin M. 

Tirkey, S.J. and thereafter the “gami” on the same 

evening. The Parishioners kept Fr. Martin M. Tirkey, 

S.J. and the members of family in prayer and offered 

supplications from the day one as they could not 

attend the last journey of her earthly life. One year 

back of the same date (11-03-2018) the father of Fr. 

Martin M. Tirkey, S.J. went to his eternal dwelling. 

May the loving     parents of Fr. Martin M. Tirkey, S.J. 

shower bountiful blessings, give constant guidance 

and grant choicest gifts to their near and dear ones. 

 

Physiotherapy & medication to Fr. Prabhu:- 

The suspicion about Fr. Prabhu Narayan Khalkho, S.J. 

due to his fair complexion, taken for a family member 

of “gora sahib” (Fr. William Missiaen, S.J.) by the   

people of Mauhapali at the historic moment of       

Corona pandemic panic compelled him to get          

discharged from massage sessions by Fr. Eligius     

Kandulna, S.J. and brought him to Dr. Nirmal Kr.        

Mallick, another physiotherapist at JMJ hospital,      

Raigarh for further treatment. He went through the 

rigorous and painful tonic of massage and extended 

from seven to nine days. It needs to have regular self 

exercises to have a complete healing. 

  

 Similarly Sch. Firoj Fulgence Bara,S.J. a novel 

victim of Lockdown, went through medication for his 

abdomen at JMJ hospital which suggested  to go 

through frugal diet and naturotherapy. “Get well 

soon” is our prayer and wish. 

Welcoming of Dn. Dilip Minj, S.J.:- 

Dn. Dilip Minj, S.J. was 

welcomed the second time 

( first on 21st March with 

his theologian compan-

ions) in the Community for 

his pastoral ministry and 

initiated his mission at 

Boirdadar. The first welcome was rather verbal and 

the second was ceremonial. He had lockdown      

himself at Loyola Kunkuri for more than a month 

and landed here along with Fr. Martin M. Tirkey, S.J. 

He settled      himself in a room allotted for drivers 

(as he is a very good driver). He intends to serve 

God and his       people under the guidance of Fr. 

Zacharias Lakra, S.J. the Parish Priest. His           

cheerfulness and the ability to move always forward 

will furnish his pastoral care of the people of   Boirdadar. 

 

Pandemic: a moment of grace in disguise:-  

Disaster (natural or man-made) never comes       

single. It has multiple/legion and numerous forms. 

Along with the pandemic, CG Govt. intends to bring 

another virus for private school fee-structure: DPI 

Fee 2020. The Managers and Principals of Catholic 

Private Schools of Raigarh town held a meeting (first 

of this kind) at St. Xaviers’ Community Boirdadar 

under the leadership Fr. Anuranjan Lakra, director 

(Nirdeshak) of Catholic Schools of Raigarh Diocese. 

The outcome of the meeting was incorporated in 

one memorandum of all Christian Private Schools of 

CG before 15 May 2020. 

 

 Similarly the Education officials of Raigarh 

District came to St. Xaviers’ School like home        

isolation for new appointments and transfer of the 

teachers. This facility they get is from Catholic      

Private School only. The school was asked to submit 

the balance sheets of last two years. The teachers 

are busy with online classes. Parents as well as        

students are anxiously waiting to look down the Lockdown. 
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 Mukti Prakash Primary School was white-

washed under the able care of its Headmaster          

Fr. Stephen Xaxa, S.J. Kudos for the new look.  

 - Fr. Zacharias Lakra, SJ 

 

PIPERSATTI 

T he Parish Priest of Pipersatti, Fr. Herman Joe, 

came out from his dwelling first time on 31st 

March during the lockdown (March 24-14 April) and 

identified 13 families from the village to assist them 

with ration. He received Rs. 12,000/- from Caritas  

India through Bilaspur Deanery and helped fourteen 

families with ration and medication adding his own.  

  

 The visit let him learn that Lata and Ishwar 

(Catechumen couple) were much troubled by evil 

spirit. They were possessed turn by turn practically 

every day and spoke nonsense and anti-life.  The   

couple requested desperately for prayers and         

deliverance. The faith of the poor Parish Priest was 

challenged. There was no other way than to accept 

the challenge to pray. He couldn’t say, “I don’t know 

to pray”. He drew his faith and trust on the Lord and 

prayed with a Protestant couple. The merciful Lord 

showed results to the prayers. The possessed used to 

fall unconscious during the prayer. They regained 

consciousness with the end of the prayer and felt 

better and released. The repeated attacks weakened 

the power of clutches slowly. The prayer sessions 

continued during the entire lockdown. The Parish 

Priest learnt and experienced that all Priests and the 

Religious should practice their faith and trust by     

exercising prayers for healing and deliverance from 

the bondage of evil one. It was something like the  

Corona virus. You cannot identify the body but see 

the effects in tangible ways.  

 

 Frs. Pancratius and Herman joined the thanks-
giving Holy Eucharist and simple celebration of Fr. 
Provincial’s Birthday at Loyola Niketan, Bilaspur. With 
their manifestation of conscience, Fr. Provincial     
completed the manifestation of all the members in 

the province. Fr. Provincial addressed the community 
for common exhortation with proper social distance 
in the reading room.  
  
 Fr. Herman did not feel joy during the                
celebration of passion, death and resurrection of the 
Lord in the absence of the faithful during the period 
of lockdown. He is concerned about the safety of the 
humanity against Covid-19. He prayed every day for 
the cessation of the Corona Virus from the country 
and the globe at large.   

- Fr. Herman Joe Minj, SJ 

 
 LOYOLA SADAN, LUCKNOW 

 

W e entered the month of May, dedicated to 
Mother Mary, with new vigour, zeal and     

enthusiasm. In this month we had many activities, 
beginning with classes on the Constitutions. The 
2nd year brothers had special classes. Fr. Christopher 
(Ass. Master) guided the novices in the absence of Fr. 
Vimal (Novice Master). They concluded their classes 
with charity classes. In this month we had office 
change too. We all are assigned different jobs. In 
May we had major and minor holidays. 
 
Minor holidays: 
                          On 11th of May we began our minor 
holidays, during which we were given full freedom. 
We were exempted from all the activities of novitiate 
life, except novice-ship, we all enjoyed musical       
instruments, art, typing and reading inspirational 
books and so on. It was beautiful time to grow in 
companionship and to share our limited knowledge 
with our companions. As freedom was given, it was 
the time to test and verify the sincerity of ours. On 
18th may we concluded the minor holidays. 
 
Major holidays: 
 On 18th of May we began our major holidays. 
During it, we played games either in the morning or 
in the evening in order to grow in community life. We 
had arranged many games. They did help us to grow 
in community life. Both these events were guided by 
Fr. Christopher. At the beginning of our major              
holidays Fr. Vimal came back to Loyola Sadan. He was 
away from the house for about two and half months. 
He did not join any of our activities and kept himself 
in quarantine. 
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 We were praying for the people affected by 
Covid-19 and for its solution. We are also praying for 
the migrant workers who are journeying day and 
night to their native places. 
 

 On 17th of May we resumed our classes. Fr. 

Vimal is guiding us on Psycho Sexual Spiritual               

Integration. It is helping us to become aware of the 

realities of our lives.  

- Sikander Tirkey, NSJ 

 
ST. XAVIER’S SCHOOL DEONIA, NEPAL 

 

I t was a blessing to receive Fr. Boniface Tigga the 
former regional superior in the community as a 

new member and a new principal of the school. All 
members of the community extended a warm       
welcome and it was captivating to see incoming and   
outgoing Principals welcoming each other with a hug. 
We sincerely appreciate and are grateful to Fr Dennis 
Soosai for generously carrying out the mission in the 
school. Father has toiled in the footsteps of his        
predecessors day and night to accomplish the vision 
of the school. Big thanks to Fr. Dennis and best       
wishes to Fr. Boniface for taking over as a new       
principal of the school. Currently Fr. Dennis and Sch. 
Ivin have joined online classes. Sch. Ravindra would 
join his Theological classes through online from 9th of 
June. We also celebrated Fr. Daniel’s birthday with a 
dinner inviting Sisters to join for the same. We eye 
witnessed giving away dried ration to people around 
our localities. Nearly 20 families are benefiting        
directly from the school relief fund, which was given 
to the Municipality for the same. The online classes 
are continuing for the student, the online assessment 
was conducted for all subjects. For the concern of our 
health, we had measurement of BP by Sr. Maria 
Goretti, F.C. The good news is that we all are having 
normal BP level.  The demise of Formal General Fr. 
Adolfo Nicolas has brought grace to the community 
we felt. Everyday till his burial Brothers read out  
messages of Holy Father, Fr. Limbardi and other  
messages during adoration in order ponder on the 
person of Fr. Adolfo. May Fr. Adolfo Nicolas find  
eternal bliss in the bosom our Father to whom he 
dedicated his life and gave service to His people. 

 
- Sch, Ravindar Bara, SJ 

JESUIT MISSION IN MP 
Article 28 

Open Persecution (Contd.) 
 26 June: “The Pracharak of Khaidkona sends 

me (Fr. Bressers) a ticket, calling me to Ujbak toli. I 
go to the zemindar of Harradipah, who is the 
bhandari of Ujbak toli, had been there the day     
before and had ordered all to apostatize. If they  
remained Christians, they could no more cultivate 
their land, not even their gardens. He would come 
tomorrow to perform the ceremony. Today, eve of 
the puja, no one is allowed to work. The Christians 
were very sad. No one wishes to leave our religion, 
but if all their land is taken away, how can they live? 
How will they feed their children? I try to reassure 
them and to leave them decided not to give in.  
27 June: “Comes the zemindar to perform the     
sacrifice. Having probably got vent of my visit, he 
speaks neither of sacrifice, nor of apostasy. I learn 
that a sawar (mounted police) has arrived at Talora. 
They say that he is going to take the people to      
Nagar. I hesitate to go there. Yet the Christians 
ought to be advised not to go to Nagar. If I do this, 
they will accuse me of impeding begari. I decide to 
go to Bildih, near Talora, for further information. 

 

“On the way, I pass by Harradipah, the      
second village that has surrendered and gone over 
to the enemy. The first was Alori already            
mentioned. I meet the people of the village in the 
fields. They come running to say “Jisu ki badai.” 
“Well, it seems that you have returned to               
paganism?” “How could we have done otherwise? 
Bolo of Manora, the thikedar of Ghatgaon and 
Dasein of Chikpat had come to the village and told 
us: ‘If you remain Christians, we are going to set fire 
to the hedges of your gardens, and you will not be     
allowed to sow any of your fields.’ In fact for 3 days 
they prevented them from cultivating, although they 
were in the Rainy season after that they gave in.” 

 

“At Bildih, I heard that the sawar had left 

Talora. He had gone for some kheir thatching grass 

which 5 Sadans and 5 Uraons had taken to Nagar.” 

The Father then adds that the Saturday before, the          

zemindar had gathered the Uraons of Talora and 

had threatened them with confiscation of their land 

unless they became pagans. To this he had added: 



          MAP Newsletter                                                                                                                                                                                     June 2020 

 

9 

“Tomorrow, Sunday, you will go and work on your 

fields, you will not go to girja.” Five men got frightened 

and worked on that Sunday. “These are facts, Mgr.,  

given as they occurred. At present everything is calm, 

but I feel certain that were I to leave Jashpur,            

difficulties would arise again. I repeat, till now the 

Christians are excellently disposed, but they are too 

weak to resist the threats of the Nagar people. I intend 

remaining here for another couple of weeks till most of 

the fields have been sown. But as much as possible I 

shall come back from Noadih every week. 
 

This long chain of suffering and terror, which 

will be followed by a second installment of no less     

distressing events takes the mind rather back to the 

first centuries of the church, than to those years of the 

enlightened 20th century. Miracles to ‘feel the            

supernatural’ were not bestowed on these Jashpurians. 

No wonder, they more easily wavered, but as the      

Father repeats, it was not intentional but due to fright. 

It was on the surface, not in the depth of reality. Not a 

few even boldly replied that they would never           

renounce Christianity. Others that, if the whole of  

Jashpur gave up, they would do so too, a mere                     

camouflage, knowing well that the whole of Jashpur 

was sufficiently determined not to do so. Even the 

weaker ones who outwardly gave in, nearly all returned 

at the first good opportunity. Who could explain this naturally?  
 

The persecution became more and more       

general. On 4 July, Fr. Bressers sent a second                

installment of his diary of events, to His Grace who was 

then in Europe: “Your Grace, here is the continuation of 

my Journal of Jashpur: always the same events that  

recur. Either the Christians are called to Nagar on some 

pretext or other and there by force of threats they ex-

tort a promise of becoming pagan. Or the zemindars 

and thikkedars, helped by majhis, mahtos and bhandaris, 

force the Christians to declare themselves pagans. For 

the    moment Bhanu dafedar seems to be the principal 

instrument of the Rajah. He appears to be his             

hangman. The Rajah himself does not wish to           

comprise himself in order, I suppose, to be able later on 

to throw all the fault on the police. One of the chief 

abettors of Bhanu dafedar is Dassein of Chikpat who 

at first was jungle sipoy (forest guard) and is now in 

charge of the fields reclaimed from the forest. He is a 

pagan Uraon. At Talasilih he told the Christians to 

abandon their religion, or to lose their fields. Their 

answer was: ‘If the whole Knoaraj becomes pagan, 

then we shall do likewise.’ The example of Karadirih 

village that has persevered due to my visit, has 

helped to keep up their spirits.” He then relates how 

Leddhe Patras of Benjoda was told by a sipoy, under 

threats, to go to Nagar. He refuses until a written 

summons be produced. Seven men of Lukhi were 

taken to Nagar for a land affair. Bhanu dafedar       

promised to settle everything in their favour if they  abjured 

Christianity.. ‘We shall not do so,’ was their answer.” 
 

On 30th June: Fr. Bressers was called to Bhimsela, 

where the Christians were on the point of yielding to 

the threats of Bingu, son of Mahaphris, zemindar of 

the village. In a heated discussion, Fr. Bressers told 

Bingu, who showed himself very insolent, that he 

had to desist from all violence to the Christians, in 

virtue of the Convention of 4 years before, between 

the British Representative and the Rajah. Fr. Bressers 

succeeded in getting him to acknowledge this duty, 

and also to admit that freedom of religion had been 

guaranteed to all. This was a great help to reassure 

the Christians, who moreover were promised the  

intervention of the Archbishop in case of violence. Fr. 

Bressers then proceeded to ask each one, in        

presence of the zemindar, whether he wished to       

remain Christian or become pagan. All with the     

exception of pradhan (chief) Khakhri and his brother 

Gossein  answered categorically that they wanted to 

remain Christians. Khakhri answered: “I become    

pagan. Why should I tell a lie?” “You see,” I told the 

zemindar, “all these people wish to remain Christians. 

Hence there can be no question anymore of     

threatening them to make them state the contrary. 

As regards Khakhri and Gossein, you may have them. 

They are not  Christians any more.”  
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The zemindar asked whether those Christians 

would do begari.” I answered: “They will, as they 

have always done. The Missionaries have always told 

them to do it.” “On Sundays too?” “No, not on      

Sundays, as was decided at the Nagar Convention.” 

The zemindar also insisted on their offering fowls for 

the village sacrifice. Fr. Bressers told him that          

Christians would not offer these fowls. But the            

zemindar answered that he would continue taking 

them, as long as the Rajah would not order the          

contrary. Fr. Bressers points out to the Archbishop 

that this is a difficult question, which should be         

regulated with the Rajah: “The Pracharaks try to       

prevent the Christians from giving fowls, but this 

leads to many disputes with the authorities in the 

villages, and generally the Christians give in from 

fear. He next relates what seems to be a new         

invention to annoy the Christians, making them go to 

Nagar to fetch loads of the Rajah for the hunt at 

Mandua pahad, a hunt that is likely not to come off 

this year, and to bring rice to Khonga. All this seems 

calculated to prevent them from working on their 

fields.Before going to Noadih for the July tarikh, he 

(Fr. Bressers) gathers the Jashpur Pracharaks at Asta 

for their tarikh: “I have congratulated them on their 

zeal. It is due to them that there have been so few   

defections”. Returning from Noadih, he is told that 

thikkedar of Andhla, Bissesser zemindar, orders the 

Christians to apostatize immediately. Fr. Bressers 

goes to Andhla and finds that the Christians appear 

to be discouraged, ‘as if condemned to death’. The 

thikkedar with 2 sepoys has called all the Christians to 

the bhandar, where he told them, “Tomorrow you all 

give up Christianity, else take away your ploughs, 

spades, etc. and go to work on Mandua pahad, where 

the Rajah wants to grow gundli and rice to attract the deer. If 

you become pagans, you will be dispensed from this begari.”  
 

 “Note,” adds Fr. Bressers, “that there is no 

more talk of taking away their fields. They seem to 

have changed tactics at Nagar, and instead they vex 

and annoy the Christians through all sorts of begari, so 

as to prevent them from sowing their fields. I hear      

today, 13 July, that at Sikdi, Lukhi, Saraitoli, the same 

order has been given to do cultivation at Mandua      

pahad for 15 days, i.e. to turn over the ground in the 

jungle and sow on it, to attract deer. I have answered 

that this is a new begari, and that the Christians should 

exact a formal order signed by the Rajah himself that if 

the Christians are the only ones to be called, and not 

the Sadans and apostates, they should not go either.” 
 

The same day the Father tried to have an      

interview with the thikedar of Andhla, but the latter 

wanted to evade it. When the Pracharak asked him 

why he ordered the Christians to apostatize, he          

naturally denied that he did so, pretending that it was 

all the same to him whether they were Christians or 

not. “I hear that 4 men of Andhla have become         

pagans, among whom the majhi and the mahto; for 

the last two it is not astonishing, but the other two 

were at Mass at Benjoda: one says that he ate the rice 

prepared for apostasy, but without evil intention; the 

other that they made him drunk and then forced the rice on him. 

This shows the true character of these   so-called apostasies.”  
 

July 13: “I hear that Suna, bhandari of Karadirih, who 

under the influence of people of Nagar, induced       

Christians to apostatize, has followed my advice and 

resigned his work of bhandari to be free to remain 

Christian. He has given up the fields which he had held 

as bhandari, after having worked for them. Now I feel 

sure about Karadirih.” 
 

July 14: “A man of Andhla comes to inform me at   

Benjoda that the thikedar of Andhla, Bissesser 

zamadar, has gathered all the Christians in the        

bhandar and is preparing the rice to confirm their 

apostasy.” Fr. Bressers goes to Andhla and on the way 

is told the same. The Father quietly enters the bhandar 

and finds in the interior court 3 Christians preparing 

rice. He asks them: “What are you doing here?” “The 

thikkedar has called us here and has given us ½ a 

maund of rice, to prepare a meal by which to declare 
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that we are pagans.” Just then Bissesser comes out of 

his house. “Why have you given this order?”, I ask him. 

“We do not force them to become pagans. They do it 

of their own free will.” “If this so, why then do they call 

me to their help, each time that you and your                

underlings try to make them apostatize? This is now 

the third time that they call me for this. You threaten 

to beat them, to take away their fields, if they do not 

abjure, and then you pretend they become pagans of 

their own free will. You pretend that they wish to     

return to paganism. I shall ask them in your presence. 

They do not fear me. They know that I shall not beat 

them, not take away their fields.” Then, before the 

thikkedar and the sipoy, I ask each one separately: 

“What do you wish? Become pagan or remain          

Christian?” All answer without hesitation: “Remain 

Christian” “Well, leave there the rice of the thikkedar 

and return home.”  
 

Fr. Bressers next at Khaidkona received the visit 

of Chonya of Khonga, a Christian whose tands had 

been taken possession of by the pagans. When he 

went to lodge a complaint at Nagar, the pleader, the 

master babu now judge, the sirsedar Deokinandan, all 

said: “Become pagan and we shall make a case.” “The 

sirsedar has assigned a new date. Let us see what then 

he will say. Further on will be given the issue of this case.” 
 

July 18: “Till now none of the thikkedars or zemindars 

whom I have interviewed have begun again                

hostilities. However, I think it is only a truce.” These 

very zealous and courageous tours of Fr. Bressers will 

have inspired confidence throughout the villages. But 

what hardships they will have cost him from the heat 

of June and the rains of July. Fr. Waelkens, Superior 

Regular, who received these letters in the name of the 

Archbishop, attached so much importance to them 

that he asked for further explanations.  
 

On 13 July: Fr. Bressers wrote to Rev. Fr. Waelkens  

from Benjoda where he was confined for already 2 and 

a half days by heavy rain, in a verandah, likely in 

Leddhe Patras’ house saying that orders to apostatize 

have ceased and nothing is said for the moment 

about seizing the fields of the Christians, but they are 

loaded with begari and given no time to cultivate 

their own fields. “The Christians also are much afraid 

of beatings. The recent events at Kastura and Nagar 

(where it seems Pracharaks were beaten) are far 

from reassuring them. As to some intervention on the 

part of the English Government, we see no trace. 

That also discourages them, and it becomes difficult 

for the missionary and the Pracharaks to keep up 

their spirits.” 

Twice already he had written to Raipur for 

news about the case. He received an answer that the 

papers had been sent to Nagar, and that the           

interested party will be called when these have been 

returned. He thinks that the case has been shelved 

and so also the promise of the Chief Commissioner to 

His Grace, to institute an enquiry. He suggests an     

appeal to the Viceroy, or to public Opinion through 

the big Newspapers of Calcutta, and perhaps of London. 

- Compiled by Fr. Agapit Tirkey, SJ 

 

THE 12 PROMISES WITH  DEVOTION TO THE MOST      
SACRED HEART OF JESUS 

 

I n 1672 a young girl from 
France, now known as St. 

Margaret Mary Alacoque, 
was visited by Our Lord in 
such a special and profound 
way that would transform 
the world. This visitation 

was the spark for the devotion of The Most Sacred 
Heart of Jesus. It was during the many visitations that 
Christ explained the devotion to the Sacred Heart and 
how He wanted people to practice it. In order to 
better realize the  infinite love of the Son of God, as 
manifested in the incarnation, in His Passion and in 
the adorable Sacrament of the Altar, we needed a 
visible representation of this love. He then attached 
many graces and blessings to the veneration of His 
adorable Sacred Heart. 
 
 He Said, "Behold this Heart that has loved 
men so much!" "I set neither limit nor measure to My 

https://www.zieglers.com/blog/the-12-promises-with-devotion-to-the-most-sacred-heart-of-jesus/
https://www.zieglers.com/blog/the-12-promises-with-devotion-to-the-most-sacred-heart-of-jesus/
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Fr. Adolfo Nicolás, SJ (JPN), 84/67, passed away in Tokyo on 20  
  May 2020 
Fr. Sidney D’Souza, SJ (BOM/AOR), 86/69, passed away in  
  Nairobi on 19 May 2020 
Fr. Thomas Anthraper, SJ (KER), 90/70, passed away in Kozhikode  
  on 6 May 
Mr. Vijay Kumar Toppo (47) the younger brother of Fr. Silas       
 Toppo. SJ, passed away on 09 May 2020 in Sundargarh 
Mrs. Anastasia Tirkey (70) the mother of Fr. Martin M. Tirkey, SJ passed 

away on 11 May 2020 in Ambatoli.  

Kindly send your News and Photos by 25th of every month to:  
 <mapsj.information@gmail.com> and a copy to <mapsocius@yahoo.co.in> 

 
                 JUNE 

 
01   Ekka Mahant G.  
01   Singh Peter Shilanand  
02   Minj Avin  
04   Ekka Alexander  
04   Ekka Praveen  
07   Ekka Theodoulus  
07   Tirkey Martin M.  
10   Kujur Martin  
12   Lakra Vikas Kumar  
13   Tirkey Lalit    
14   Xalxo Leander  
15   Kandulna Eligius  
15   TOPNO PASCAL  
16   Kujur Isaac  
19   Kispotta Abhay  
19   Toppo Jaiprakash  
20   Kindo Ignace  
27 Toppo Alfred 

       

 

         JULY 

07   Toppo Niranjan  
08   Lakra Alexius  
09   Tigga Anuranjan  
10   Xalxo Xavier  
12   Toppo Emilian  
13   Kujur Arohit  
13   Kujur Ashok (L)  
15   Bara Akhilsai Albert  
15   Minj Dilip  
20   Ekka Bernard Ajay 
21   Kujur Shreyash  
23   Ekka Vinay Kumar  
23   Xalxo Rajesh (M)  
24   Toppo Amritlal (A)  
25   Ekka Fulgence (B)  
27   Ekka Stephen M.  
29   Tirkey Alphonse  
31   Bara lgnatius  
31   Palhe Anthony 

12 

gifts of grace for those who seek them in My Heart!" 
Jesus Made Twelve Promises to Those Who Hold a 
True Devotion to His Sacred Heart: 
 
1. I will give them all the graces necessary in their 

state of life. 
2. I will give peace in their families and will unite    

families that are divided. 
3. I will console them in all their troubles. 
4. I will be their refuge during life and above all in 

death. 
5. I will bestow the blessings of Heaven on all their  

enterprises. 
6. Sinners shall find in my Heart the source and       in-

finite ocean of mercy. 
7. Tepid souls shall become fervent. 
8. Fervent souls shall rise quickly to great perfection. 
9. I will bless those places wherein the image of My 

Heart shall be exposed and honored and will im-
print My love on the hearts of those who would 
wear this image on their person. I will also destroy 
in them all disordered movements. 

10. I will give to priests who are animated by a tender 
devotion to my Divine Heart the gift of touching the 
most hardened hearts. 

11. Those who promote this devotion shall have their 

names written in my Heart, never to be effaced. 
12. THE GREATEST PROMISE - I promise you in the 
excessive mercy of my Heart that my all-powerful 
love will grant to all those who communicate 
(Receive Holy Communion) on the First Friday in nine 
consecutive months, the grace of final penitence: 
they will not die in my disgrace, nor without receiving 
their Sacraments. My Divine Heart shall be their safe 
refuge in this last moment. 
 
 It is important to note in order to obtain the 
GREAT PROMISE that the Nine Fridays must be made 
in  honor of Christ's Sacred Heart, meaning,            
practicing devotion and having great love of His     
Sacred Heart. They must be on the first Friday of the 
month for nine consecutive months, and Holy     
Communion must be received. If one were to start 
on a First Friday and not keep the others then one 
would have to start over. Many great sacrifices must 
be made in order to obtain this final promise but the 
grace when  receiving Holy Communion on First      
Friday's in indescribable! 
 

Mantra for June: “Sacred Heart of Jesus, I trust in You.”  
 

Courtesy:https://www.zieglers.com/blog/the-12-promises-with-
devotion-to-the-most-sacred-heart-of-jesus/  

REMEMBERING THOSE WHO HAVE LEFT US IN JUNE FOR ETERNAL REST 

S.N. NAME DEATH BIRTH 

01 Fr. Joseph Surin 02 Jun 1987 20 Aug 1901 

02 Br. Cyril Kerketta 15 Jun 2009 21 Jun 1929 

03 Fr. Charles Timmermans 21 Jun 1980  12 Oct 1893  

04 Fr. James Tirkey 25 June 2012  07 Dec 1934 

05 Fr. Barnabas Bara  29 June 2012  20 Jun 1926 

06 Fr. John Cardinaels  30 Jun 1995  17 Oct 1910  

https://www.zieglers.com/blog/the-12-promises-with-devotion-to-the-most-sacred-heart-of-jesus/
https://www.zieglers.com/blog/the-12-promises-with-devotion-to-the-most-sacred-heart-of-jesus/

