AiDIl ALOGUE I S ACTI VE AND HAPPENI NGo

ZONAL MEETINGS OF THE COORDINATORS OF DIALOGUE
AND THEIR COLLEAGUES IN MINISTRY

NORTH ZONE
(Provinces/Regions of Calcutta, Darjeeling, Delhi, Patna, Kohima, and Nepal)

(November 2£'2018-St . Xavi er 6ata)Col | ege, Kol k

On2f'November 2018 North Zo@oerdinatbsalory gith¢heir(arimersi s s i
met at St . Xavierds Coll ege, Kol kata under t|
JCSA Secretariat for Dialogu€oordinatos and their paners involved in Dialogue Ministry from

the Provinces of Hazaribagh, Patna, Kolkatad Kohima attended this valuable meeting. The
members from the Provinces of Delhi, Nepal and Darjeeling did not or could not attend this one day

meeting.

Fr. Timir Sindha, Coordinator for Kolkata Province made all the necessary arrangements for the
meeting and explained all the practical details to the visiting members in the begirtmengafter
Fr. Vincent Sekhar expressed the importance of having the meeting ogu#iaio Kolkata which
has the spirit in its rhythm of life. Then he conducted an dreigious Prayemwith readings from

various religious traditions leading all to a mood of communion and religious harmony.

With the blessings and prayers of RRD.OLinus Nirmal Gomes the inaugural session staiResy.
Fr.DrrDomi ni ¢ Savio S.J., Rector of St. Xavieraos
with a warm heart. After welcoming all the participants, Fr. Reictdnis felicitation highlighted



some of theointsin thepapers of Fr. Michael Amaladoss S.J., namiebpe Francis ad Dialogue
and of Fr. Rui Heredia, namelfnother Indiais PossibleHe said that the ministry dfiter-religious

Dialogue issignificant and challenging in thaurrert situationof India. Fr. Timir Singhe gave vote

of thanks

| Session: After Cofféddea break, in the first session, Fr. Philip Abraham from exposed the main

points of the paper of Fr. Michael Amaladoss &.PopeFrancis and Dialogue.The hidnlights of

Fr. Amal adoss6 paper as presented by Fr. Phil]

1) Pope Francis is a man of Dialogue.

2) This fact is very clearly revealed by the attitudes and the writings of Pope Francis.

3)y The main aspects of Pope Bwreaymmudh sobvineet that Gadd e s
doesndét belong to only the Catholic Church
has very deep respect for the dignity and freedom of each and every human person. The Pope

has deep devotion to St. Peter Faber wias known for dialoguing with others to arrive at



consensus. Further the Popebs conviction is
them rather than by baptizing them.

4) Referring to the writings of Pope Francis, Fr. Amaladoss points that Rapeis advocates
Social Dialogue as a means for establishing Peace in Society. Development of all humans and
specially the Poor with the equitable distribution of profit is a special concern of the Pope. As a
summary of all the writings of Pope, Fr. Aradbss says that Pope proclaims a sense of hope in
the midst of divisions in the world by saying finallyity will prevail over Conflicts Thus Pope

Francis stands out as a tall figure in the modern world who promotes dialogue at all levels to

promote PEAE in the world.

Il Session: In the second session, Fr. P.J. Ja@wwdinator oHazaribagh Provingeresented the
paper written by Fr. Rui Heredia with the tideother Indiais Possible The highlight of Fr. Rui
Her edi ads p a pkldiffererstiatet betaeten Bleetorad dnd Substantive Democracies and
work for an integrated perspective where Dialogue and Reconciliation will diffuse into a symbiosis.
Fr. Rui Heredia expounds many other insights in his paper which calls for deeper study a

reflections.

lIl Session:Sharing of the Coordinators of North Zone Provinces

a) Dialogue Activities in Hazaribagh Province: The third session began with the sharing of Fr. P.J.
James regarding the Integligious activities that are carried on in thezBliabagh region. He
mentioned two Intereligious organizations, namely MURDA KALYAN SAMITI which buries
the orphaned dead bodies and ROTI BANK which collects food from people to feed the poor in
the city. The Jharkhand Land Issue is also uniting mangstrib fight for their Land Rights
unitedly.



b) Dialogue Activities in Kohima Region: Fr. Philip Abraham from Kohima recounted that the
main task in Kohima region is promoting Ecumenical Unity since the members of the Baptist
Church are quite against the Galtb Church. Through dialogue slowly the situation is
improving but still a lot could be done to deepen the unity among Christians belonging to
different denominations living in the North Eastern States.

c) Dialogue Activities in Kolkata Province: Fr. Timand Mr. Dipankar Basu enumerated the
different dialogue activities taking place in West Bengal. They pointed out that the Ramakrishna
Mission is fighting against the divisive activities of RSS by organizing celebrating the memory
of Swami Vivekananda thrgi the country who proclaimed -@peration and mutual respect
between all religions. Further in January during the Unitive Octave people from all religions
joined together and prayed for PEACE. Diwali festival is also celebrated with people of all
religions gathering together. Thus Kolkata always promoted-hefegious Harmony and Peace

as its way of life.

d) Dialogue Activities in Patna Province: Fr. Sumit representin@tardinatorof Patna Province
from Patna narrated the activities undertaken bylése Kalapura in Patna. Fr. Jose organized
many Nukkad Natak shows for National Unity in many schools in Patna areareligjeyus
celebration of religious feasts and talks by different spiritual gurus are regularly organized in
Patna. Another importamitiative taken by Fr. Jose is publication of a book which explains the

salient features of different religious feasts in India.

Fr. Soosai Eucharist Lawrence froBodh Gaya Patna Provingeshared the dialogue activities
carried out by him in Bodhgayahich is the most sacred land to the Buddhists. He conducts retreats,
recollections and seminars for Catholic religious sisters, brothers and priests integrating Buddhist
Psychespirituality and Biblical Spirituality. Also he conducts Workshops for stugjeyauths and
teachers to enhance their moral and spiritual development through PEACE EDUCATION



PROGRAMS. He is promoting Meditation in schools and colleges to promote Concentration and
Charactefformation among students and teachers. Conductingreligrous celebrations of Diwali,
Mahavir Jayanti, Buddha Jayanti, Christmas, Guru Nanak Jayanti and Id is a regular activity by him
in Bodhgaya every year.

IV Session: In the final session, a National level Dialogue meeting was deliberated upon to be

conduced in October 2019. Chennai or Bangalore was cited as the possible venue for the meeting.

At the end Fr. Vincent Sekhahe Assistancysecretaryfor Dialoguethanked all the participants for
having participated in the meeting in the midst of theilylsehedule. He extended special gratitude

to Fr. Dominc Savi o, R e c t ,dhe Jesuft CoBimunity Yaaticuladyrth@ s C
Minister for having gone out ofheir way by beinghospitable tothe North Zonalparticipants
especially for proming the hospitality and special Dinn@the participants were much thankful to

Fr. Timir for his meticulous and painstakingeparations andrrangementsindeed it was a
meaningful coming together &fartners in Dialogum the North Zone

(Report prepred by Fr. Eucharist Lawrence SJ, Director of Jivan Sangham, Bodh Gaya)



SOUTH ZONE
(Provinces of Andhra, Karnataka, Kerala, Madurai, and Sri Lanka)

(November 1516, 2014- Ashirvad, Bengaluru)
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JSD had the second Zonal meeting of the Southern provinces in Bengaluru. The first was held
in Jamshedpur for the Centfdbrthern provincesFr. Vincent Sekhar, the Asst. Secretary briefed
the coordinators and partners in dialogue on the encouraging and growing positive attitude and
practices within the Catholic Church and the Society in the ministry of interreligious dialogue,
especially aftr Vatican 1l documentNostra Aetate He mentioned about the several
Interreligious/cultural/animation centres in various provinces, their activities and the challenges they
face, etc. After inculturation in the 70s and 80s, dialogue with the poor awidlitseehas taken the
upperhand in the last two decades, moulding the Jesuit ideals and thrust. In educational institutions,
dialogue with the youth in the several areas of academic and spiritual life is taking a shape.
Foundation courses and value educatitasses and training are being given to faculty and students.
Campus Ministries are becoming more and mor e
autonomous set up. But interreligious thrust is still to catch up and spiritual animation programme
for the Hindus and others are minimal.

There is also a lacuna from the Jesuit side. Hardly any new members are recruited and trained
in this area. There could be people from the Formation sector, possibly sociologists, Religionist,
| ndol ogi s tpénterreligious diklogue as part of their job. Meanwhile young scholastics
need to be identified particularly in Philosophy stage, encouraged and animated. They should be sent



for higher studies relevant to this filed. The Secretary is appealing thie tBrovincials and the
PCFs. Our scholastics also are motivated to learn to be open to other cultures and religions, equip
themselves in professional |l earning and deep
to go round the common Juniorgt@hilosophates and Theologates to address the scholastics on this
ministry of Interreligious dialogue, fostering openness to diversity as he did several years ago during
his firsttime engagement as JCSA Secretary from 220007 .

Then Fr. Devadhas preseed t he summary form of the 21
Laboriso (Education Today and Tomorrow: A Ren

Education. The document highlighted the diversity of learners in our institutions and its challenges. It

cdl ed for being 6truly Catholicé and o6truly o
summari zed another document MAEducati hlgvingimo | nt
Har mony f or a civilizat i ogatioofor ChthokceEducafioR)0Thid f r

document again highlighted the plurality of cultures and the importance of the curriculum in teaching
world religions for acquiring knowledge of their own religions, aiming at the values of dignity,
honour and respecfo human per sons: AThe Values of other
and understoodo. The educational communi ty ¢

exchanges and dialogue in order to experience intercultural relationships.

Thenthe coordinators of the respective southern provinces Fr. Victor Lobo (Karnataka), Fr.
Devadhas (Madurai), and Fr. Roy Thottathil (Kerala) [Fr. Packiaraj for Andhra was absent but sent a
report]] shared about thei r ntprrelmwous and eultucabdmlogue 6 s
Interreligious Harmony Movement in Bengaluru, interreligious retreat, interreligious and walking
pilgrimages (candlelight walks to different places for praying), school/college seminar on
ARel i gi onso, wntedida SWMQAT rarallyse knaiewpof the evaluation of the ministry

of dialogue, an inspiring model and act to be emulated by other provinces and regions.



Kerala province highlighted the activities of Sameeksha, Sahayatri Sangamam, value
education handbds, use of other scriptures, Dharma Sameeksha (seminar) on every Saturday. They
also plan for a Centre for Religion and Culture in Cochin and a Centre for Arts and Heritage in
Trissur. In Kerala, zonal wise dialogue forums are planned.

Fr. Devadhas higldhted the general dialogue activities in the province and Fr. Vincent
Sekhar shared on the various centres within the province such as IDCR (Aikiya Al@femnnai),
Bodhi Zendo (Kodai kanal), Fr. Kor koniwties@ndAs hr
new initiatives (IFTAR prayer & meal, Research Project on the challenges of Interreligious
Marriages in India, Yoga & Natural Healing, Interfaith Christmas in parishes, Zen initiation, apart
from the several activities undertaken in educationsditutions. He circulated the newsletter of
IDCR to all the participants.

On the second day, the participants joined the Interreligious Harmony Movement of
Bengaluru to visiting the different religious sites within the city. The exposure brought apood a

feel among the participants in learning and understanding the various religious communities.
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Vincent Sekhar SJ
Secretary for Interreligious Dialoguelesit Conference of South Asia
Email: sekharsj2010@gmail.com

SOUTH ZONE
(Provinces of Andhra, Karnataka, Kerala, Madurai, and Sri Lanka)

(March 18, 20171 IDCR, Loyola College, Chennai)



A Inspired by the invitation of the GC 86row intothe deep and to have an audacity of faith
the South Zone Dialogue Coordinators met at IDCR, Loyola College, Chennai.

A An article by Fr. Michael Amaladoss titled
Then the Coordinators for Dialogue preserttemr confliccharmony situation (challenges,
opportunities, and hope) in their respective regions.

A Growing religious fundamentalism and extremism, communalizing politics and religion,

polarizing the citizens, etc. were the major concerns.

Acknowl edgi ng POSAb6s efforts:

A Having observed the ongoing events and incidents that disturb the secular character of our
country, the Jesuit Provincial of South Asia (POSA) formed a core team of Jesuits from
various disciplines on®lof May 2017 to make propdsaonhow to respond to the challenges
to secularism in the country

A As one of the responses, Dr. Sunny Jacob SJ, Secretary for the School Education, called for

the meeting$%outh Zone Action Plarmf the soutkzone principals.



A Harmony WeekndInterreligious Prayemere considered priorities in schools among other
things, giving the young minds awareness of interfaith conflicts and training in-peace
building. Hopefully, other Secretariats would follow suit.

A Now the Official JCSA Statement is out. Antidve circulated this Statement to nearly 2000

persons and institutions through email.

Vincent Sekhar SJ
Secretary for Interreligious Dialoguelesiit Conference of South Asia
Email: sekharsj2010@gmail.com

WEST ZONE
(Provinces of Bombay, Goa, Gujaratand Pune)

(April 5, 20187 Vinayalaya, Mumbai)

Vincent Sekhar SJ, Secretary of JCSA for Dialogue organized a meeting ofdhdirators of the

four Jesuit provinces of the Western region along with their lay collaboratof8 anaril, 2018 in
Vinayalaya, Mumbai. The eordinators present in the meeting were the following: Prashant
Olalekar SJ of Bombay Province, Prakash Bhalerao SJ of Pune Province, Jose Panadan SJ of Gujara
Province, and Menino Gonslaves SJ of Goa Province. Besides the fodinetars, there was one

lay associate from Bombay province who is a social scientist and two lay associates from the Pune

Province, who work in close touch with Sneha Sadan, Pune.

The meeting began with a prayerful reflection led by Vincent Seklech emphasized on the

themeDiversity and ToleranceThis was followed by a summary presentation on the given articles



by each of the cordinators. After each presentation there was a moment of silence followed by a

response at the feeling and discuedievel.

Prashant Olalekar presented the article titRgbe Francis and Dialogueritten by Dr. Michael
Amaladoss SJ, which focused on some of the approaches and initiatives taken by Pope Francis in
certain contexts with a focus on dialogue and recoticiiaboth in words and deeds. Menino
Gonsalves gave a summary of the docunigakogue in Truth and CharityPastoral Orientations for
Interreligious Dialogue, which was published by the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue in
2014. The group resated with the basic openness towards dialogue shown by therabatiened
document but at the same time strongly felt that South Asia must play a much more effective role by
providing greater doctrinal clarity and practical implications. The third pamer presented by
Prakash Bhalerao under the tilanaging Diversity: the Challenges for Ingdihich was a unique

paper in the sense that it offered certain perspectives on managing diversity from the point view of
the corporate secular world. Just ae torporate companies use diversity to gain a competitive
advantage in the market, the model invited us to promote diversity and dialogue to build a better
society. Jose Panadan gave a PéaceiEducation:uheieed of o f
the Hour, which provided concrete proposals to make peace education more effective through
educational apostolate.

After the Eucharist presided over by Prakash Bhalerao, the group met again in the afternoon to listen
to one another the initiatives taken bfferent provinces towards inteeligious dialogue. Of many
positive efforts, the following are worthy to mention: the monthly magakimepya edited and
published by Sneha Sadan; theerreligious gatheringson Christmas and other occasions; the
Interreligious Studies ni ti ated in St. Xavierodos Coll ege;
executed in an established institute like the IDCR, Chennai. Many initiatives are taken by several
individuals, but sadly discontinued after the time of their deparfrom their places. And some

centres with political overtones are at the verge of closing!



The meeting came to an end with a short presentation by Vincent Sekhar on the statement issued by
the JCSA titled Contesting Hindu Rashtra: An AlternativBlarrative and Strategies for
Reconciliation in the New Indid his document imposed a great challenge on the minorities and the
well-intended citizens of India in preserving the tpillars of democracy and secularism,
guaranteed by the Constitutions aflia. The present religipolitical scenario in the country called

for the conviction in and promotion of the Constitutional values of liberty, equality, justice, and
fellowship. But the participants generally felt that the discussed JCSA Statement om Hind
Nationalism has not really picked up in the provinces for various reasons. The West Zone meeting
gave a new impetus to the participants to once again assure their individual and networked
collaboration with their religious neighbours and institutions a@s ensuring dialogue and

harmony.

(Reportprepared bylose Panadan, S)J.

CENTRAL ZONE
(Provinces of DumkaRaiganj, Hazaribagh, Jamshedpur, Madhya Pradesh, and Ranchi)
(November 17" 2018- MANRESA, Purulia Road, Ranchi)

On 17" of November 2018 the Central Zone dialogue coordinators, particularly Fr. Sudhir Kumar
Kujur and Fr. Victor Edwin (preferred to meet in Ranchi) met with Fr. Vincent Sekhar at Manresa,
Purulia Raod, Ranchi. Fr. Sudhir had made excellent arrangements fomasttd=r. Victor Edwin
summari zed the i deas of t he paper written b
Il ntrerreligious Dialogueo. He highlighted the



