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JC5A Meeting 16-22 February 2025, Chennai

—

Il roads led to Loyola College,
AChennai, Tamil Nadu as the Je-

suit Major Superiors, along with
the Regional Assistants, Frs. Vernon
D’Cunha and M K Ceorge, gathered
there for the meeting of the Jesuit
Conference of South Asia (JCSA) from
16 to 22 February 2025, to deliber-
ate on several issues. They took many
decisions to enhance the life-mis-
sion of the Society of Jesus in South
Asia. Continuing with the last JCSA
meeting in Delhi, the Major Superi-
ors focused primarily on the process
of the Re-imagining and Re-struc-
turing (RR) of the Society of |esus
in South Asia and they shared their
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personal journey of RR in smaller groups
and Zonal Chairs, their perception of the
process in their zones in the larger aula.

During the first two days, the Secretar-
ies presented their annual reports in and
through the lens of the RR process, dwell-
ing on the activities conducted, success-
es experienced, challenges faced, and
alternatives explored while implementing
the RR process in their six Secretariats.
In response, the Major superiors, while
acknowledging and appreciating the good
work being done by the Secretaries, as-
sured them of their support. The attraction
of these presentations was the presence
of and observation made by the Interna-

tional Secretaries for Social Justice
and Ecology and School Education,
Fr. Roberto Jaramillo and Fr Alber-
to Mesa. They commended the great
work done in these two Secretariats
and reminded the Major Superiors of
their responsibility to make them more
effective by underscoring profession-
alism and integral formation, collab-
oration and networking in all minis-
tries. They also presented the status
of and global perspectives on the
School and Social Justice apostolates.




The other highlights of the meeting
were the presentations on the Eco-pol-
icy and on the De-addiction and Re-
newal programme by Fr John Kennedy
and Fr Francis Jayapathy respectively.
They enlightened the house on the cri-
sis in homes and in the conmon home,
and ways to address them. Along with
these, we had a series of sharings on
Nepal region, Bangladesh Mission and
Sri Lanka province by the respective
Major Superiors, on the Jesuit Confer-
ence of the European Provinces by the
Conference President, Fr Renic Dalibor,
on the Discernment in Conmon and the
Magis Digital Home by Fr John Dardis
and on the Apostolic Plan of the Curia
Conmunication Department by Fr Chuks
Afiawari, the Director of Conmunica-
tions. It was indeed food for thought and
an opportunity to widen our horizons.

The privileged moment of the Chen-
nai JCSA meeting was the presence of
Fr General, who, during the two ses-
sions, interacted with the Major Su-
periors on various issues. He began
with the general issues like the health
of Pope Francis and the ethnicity that
is all pervasive in the Society and need
to combat it, and then proceeded to re-
flect on the governance in the Society
from the perspective of reimagining. He
observed that our life and activities are

defined and directed by the mission and
hence, there is bound to be tension. He
invited the Major Superiors to focus on
the mission and explore various ways
to serve our mission more effectively.

The session with the Regional Assis-
tants, as usual, was informative and
enlightening. Fr MK George made a
few general remarks on our way of pro-
ceeding and Fr Vernon D’ Cunha clari-
fied some issues related to finances and
property inthe Society of Jesus, and gave
a historical perspective on the October
2025 meeting of the Major Superiors
in Rome. He also spoke on the spiritual
governance in the Society of Jesus as
a way of being, doing and witnessing.

Of course, as the curtains were drawn
to the JCSA meeting we bade goodbye
to three of our outgoing Major Supe-
riors, Fr EP Mathew, the provincial of
Kerala, Fr Jebamalai, the provincial of
Chennai and Fr Ranjit Tigga, the pro-
vincial of Madhya Pradesh, who, with
their experience and expertise always
made a difference in the JCSA meetings.

As a whole this JCSA meeting was re-
laxing and refreshing. The visit to Sa-
tya Nilayam and an outing to a resort
enlivened the group. The time for
prayer and sharing inspired the group
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BE BRAVE.
Even if you are not, pretend to be.
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and of course, the generous hospi-
tality with a personal touch of the
Chennai province and Loyola Commu-
nity made the Major Superiors hap-
py and the JCSA meeting memorable.

Thomas Perumalil, S.|.
Socius to POSA




Appointments by Fr General

Fr Dolichan Kollareth (KER)

President of Jnana Deepa, Pune

2 Fr Amal Kulandaisamy (MDU) Rector of Satya Nilayam, Chennai
=

Appointments by POSA
1 Br Patrick Fernandes (GUJ) Minister, Sadhana Institute, Lonavla
2 Fr Alexander Toppo (HAZ) Minister, Vidyajyoti, Delhi
3 Fr Alphonse Kispotta (MAP Tertianship, SHC Shembaganur
4 Fr Anderson Fernandes (GOA) Tutor, Jnana Deepa, Pune
5 Fr Anthony Joseph (KAR) Spiritual Director, Satya Nilayam, Chennai
6 Fr Cyril Antony Swamy (MDU) Director, ISl Delhi
7 Fr Dominic Savio (CCU) Secretary, CSHE
8 Fr Doni Raja (MDU) Masters in Philosophy in Boston “(US)
9 Fr Francis Fernandes (KAR) Tutor, Jnana Deepa, Pune
10 Fr George Beck (DUM) Spiritual Director, Vidyajyoti, Delhi
11 Fr Gideon Warisa (KHM) Doctoral Studies, Pontificio Instituto Biblico, Rome
12 Fr llanko Xavier (CEN) Tertian Director, SHC Shembaganur
13 Fr Jagdish Parmar (DAR) Spiritual Director, Papal Seminary, Pune
14 Fr James Kulvi (KHM) Doctoral Studies (US)
15 Fr Jerome Francis (CCU) Spiritual Director, De Nobili College, Pune
16 Fr Joseph Victor Pitchai (DAR) Director, CDO (ISID)
17 Fr Leander Xalxo (MAP) Spiritual Director, De Nobili College, Pune
18 Fr Neelam Kerketta (JAM) Masters in Psychology, SJU Bengaluru
19 Fr Kala Pavan Vinay (AND) Licentiate, Gregorian, Rome
20 Fr Rakesh Kumar Bara (MP) Staff, Indian Social Institute, Bengaluru
21 Fr Raneesh Jose (PAT) Tutor, Jnana Deepa, Pune
22 Fr Ravi Sagar (KHM) Superior, Indian Social Institute, Delhi
23 Fr Robin Vazhaparambil (DEL) Doctoral Studies, Trinity College, Dublin
24 Fr Roshan Kiro (DAR) Tutor, Vidyajyoti, Delhi
25 Fr S Krishnamurti (CEN) Licentiate in Philosophy, Jnana Deepa, Pune
26 Fr Santosh Minj (HAZ) Tertian Director, SHC Shembaganur
27 Fr Valentine Sinduria (RAN) Researcher, Indian Social Institute, Delhi
28 Fr Vibin Padayadan (KER) Asst. Professor, Satya Nilayam, Chennai
29 Fr William Britto (BOM) Director, CSHF Pune
30 Fr Wilson Kandulna (RAN) Licentiate in Theology, Jnana Deepa, Pune
31 Fr Xavier Tharamel (KER) Continental Coordinator, PWPN/EYM
32 Sch Anupam Dhan (DEL) Licentiate in Philosophy, Jnana Deepa, Pune
33 Sch Paulus Marandi (DUM) Licentiate in Philosophy, Jnana Deepa, Pune
34 Sch Stanislas Tirkey (RAN) Staff, CHRL, Indian Social Institute, Delhi
35 Sch Thomas Philip (KER) Digital Library Project, Jnana Deepa, Pune
36 Sch Vikas Lakra (MAP) Licentiate in Philosophy, Jnana Deepa, Pune
37 Sr Sylvie Rodrigues BS Lecturer, Jnana Deepa, Pune




SATYA NILAYAM FEBRUARY. 2025

he second half of December

‘ was a time, to prepare spiritu-
ally and to celebrate Christmas

with joy along with socio-spiritual
fervor. The social thrust of celebrat-
ing Christmas was very visible this
year at Satya Nilayam. \We took time
to visit Ashaniketan, a home for men-
tally challenged, Karunai lIllam, home
for dying destitutes by M.C. Brothers,
Christmas with our neighborhood and
slum children were some of the key
celebrations. We as a community too
took time to share the joys as we had
community Christmas celebration shar-
ing a festive meal and gifts. We took a
day off to Queens Land, an amusement
park nearby to spend time together as a
community and celebrate the Christmas
season. Our staff and students reached
out to many parishes in and around
Chennai helping out in Christmas and
New Year services and programs.
The staging of the annual drama on ‘The
Book of Mormons’ gave us an opportu-
nity to exhibit our talents and to be con-
nected to the neighbors as they came
to witness the drama in big numbers.
We joined in prayer and at Mass to
remember two of our men who had
served in Satya Nilayam and have
now marched to eternal life - Fr K.C.
Philip S| from Ranchi Province who
had served SN as spiritual father and
Registrar and Fr Antonysamy from
Madurai Province who had served as
Minister here. May they rest in peace.
The New year began with a Triduum
for us as we desired to spend time in
quietness to herald the New Year. The

Pongal celebration, festival of Tam-
ils was celebrated in the community
as well as at Loyola college. Our stu-
dents from department of Philosophy
participated in Pongal and Rangoli
competition and at SN we had a fes-
tive Mass followed by variety of games
ending with Pongal meal. This was an
occasion to celebrate the local cul-
ture with all the fun, color and gaiety.
Apart from the festivities we taok time
to host an international seminar with
the theme: Hope for a better world:
Philosophical Reflections on social
and Ecological justice. We wanted to

FELICITATIO:

carry forward the jubilee theme Pil-
grims of Hope reflecting on social and
ecological concerns. It was a two-day
seminar — the first day was in Loyola
College and the second day was at Sa-
tya Nilayam. Apart from students from
in and around the city of Chennai we
also had paper presenters from Ma-
harashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Kerala,
and other parts of the nation. Two pa-
pers from Africa gave an internation-
al fervor to this intellectual exercise.
We celebrated the Republic Day with
all the solemnity and fervor. As part
of the study of Constitution of In-
dia we invited a High Court law-
yer from Madras to speak to us on
constitution and the civic society.
The interdepartmental sports com-
petition held at Loyola college gave
much opportunity to us to exhib-
it our talents in sports. We were
the football champions and played
well in Cricket and basketball too.
The first continuous assessment is
now over and we are all set to welcome
Fr Ceneral Very Rev Arthuro Sosa
who is to visit us on 18th February.

Lawrence Fernandes S|



VISITS OF FR. ROBERTO JARAMILLO BERNAL, SJ

R. ROBERTO J. BERNAL, SJ,
Secretary, SJES (Social Jus-
tice and Ecology Secretariat),

Rome visited our Social Action
Centre(s), operational areas and
interacted with our men in Social
Action, young Jesuits, and our col-
laborators (religious, men, women,
and youth) from January 20 to Feb-
ruary 17, 2025. He visited Ranchi,
Dumka-Raiganj, Patna, Bombay,
Karnataka, Madurai, and Chennai
Provinces. His travels across dif-
ferent Provinces, his sensitivity and
energy to put up with various diffi-
culties, his visits and meetings have
been very encouraging. His visits
culminated in his sharing about his
findings in the JCSA meeting on
17th February, 2025. He appre-

ciated the work that the Provinc-
es have been doing in the area of
non-formal education, i.e. in Patna,
Bombay, etc. He insisted that we
must continue to invest our time
and energy in the service of our
priority groups. Regarding the lack
of human and financial resources,
he said that if the Society wants, if
a Province wants, it can make the
resources available for social action
ministry. He appreciated the works
of Lok Manch and MAIN (Migration
Assistance Information Network).
He emphasized that there was a
need of professionalism in our ap-
proaches and works of social action.

THE TRAINING OF CCFFS BY
SCOPE

On 11th Feb, 2025, the SCOPE,
one of the ESP partner organisa-
tions of Pune, organized an aware-
ness program for the CCFF (Com-
munity Convergence Facilitating
Forum) of a village called Wadgaon
Bande and distributed the IEC ma-
terials on government schemes to
10 women, including 3 Conmmuni-
ty Leaders (CLs), who hosted and
organized the program for the day.
The Pension & health issues were
taken up for the discussion and it
was decided to follow them up. All
women from the village have a plan
to organise a meeting of Gram Sabha
and invite the government officials
for passing a resolution to have a
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Mahila Asmita Bhavan in the vil-
lage for having different programs.

On this day, the participants had
three programs: (1) Haldi Kukum
with sharing of gifts for all the
women participants, (2) Aware-
ness program on pension / health
schemes and PDS grocery scheme
and (3) Soyabeen food processing
demo training. The duration of the
program was 11.00 am to 5.00 pm.
Thanks to the Conmunity Leaders
(CL) Ms Punam Khunte, Priyanka
Jadhav and Swatitai for organising
the program. The training by Com-
munity Trainers: Capacity Builders
and Campaign Facilitators was very
enriching and the presence of the
local IBC Team was very encourag-
ing for the trainers and participants.

MR. JAYANTA KUMAR PATRA
LEAVES THE NETWORK

Mr. Jayanta Kumar Patra, National
Coordinator of Lok Manch has vol-
untarily resigned and left the Nation-
al Office of the Network on 19 Feb-
ruary, 2025. He was given an online
farewell by the representatives of

100 partner organisations. He joined
Lok Manch on 01/03/2020 and of-
fered his rare and valuable services
to the network for about five years.
He came in when the COVID 19
had the whole world by its sway.
Mr. Jayanta took charge and carried
out his responsibilities of a leader
through the critical period very cou-
rageously for which the Lok Manch
will remain ever grateful to him. He
himself went through some tragic
experiences on the family front, but
patiently and with lot of resilience
continued to inspire and guide the
network so that Lok Manch / ESP
was able to pull through the difficult
times and offered credible services
to those affected by the pandem-
ic. He was quite approachable and
kRnown for his involvement with the
people at the grass roots. He coor-
dinated and guided the activities of
the network at the National, State,
Unit and Organisational levels quite
well. The 100 partner organisations
will remember him for his valuable
contributions to the capacity build-
ing of the State Level Trainers,
Community Trainers and Conmuni-
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ty Leaders and strengthening the
Lok Manch / ESP in various ways.
The network thanks him profuse-
ly for all his services, friendship,
accompaniment and leadership

and wishes him well for his future.




ecember and January were
Dmonths of rich spiritual, aca-

demic and community activities
at De Nobili College, Pune. December
opened with the celebration of the feast
of St. Francis Xavier. It was a moment
not only to honor this great Jesuit mis-
sionary but also to mark the transition
of office bearers; a time of reflection
on leadership and service in the Jesu-
it tradition. The month continued with
an inspiring session on Ignatian Lead-
ership by Fr. Jose Marie Guibert, S.].,
from Spain. The celebration of Christ-
mas was a moment of deep faith and
community bonding, followed by cul-
tural and spiritual excursions, including
a pilgrimage to Goa and a visit to the
historic Ajanta and Ellora caves. January
welcomed the new year with the feast
of the Blessed Virgin Mary and a friend-
ly basketball match. The cultural eve-
ning by the South Zone was a vibrant
expression of diversity and mission,
while the Republic Day celebration in-
stilled a renewed sense of patriotism.

December 2024
Feast of St Francis Xavi-
er and Change of  Offices

On December 3, the community joyfully

celebrated the feast of St. Francis Xavi-
er with a solemn Mass. It was a time of
gratitude and transition as the conmuni-
ty expressed deep appreciation for the
outgoing office bearers, acknowledging
their dedication, leadership and selfless
service. Their invaluable contributions
to the growth and well-being of the
community were sincerely recognized.
Following this, the newly elected office
bearers were warmly welcomed and
entrusted with their responsibilities.

Talk on Ignatian Leadership

by Fr. Jose Marie Guibert, SJ
Fr. Jose Marie Guibert, S.J., from the

University of Deusto, Bilbao, delivered
an inspiring talk on “Ignatian Leader-
ship” on December 6. He emphasized
the core principles of self-awareness,
discernment, and service-oriented lead-
ership, drawing from the wisdom of St.
Ignatius of Loyola. Leadership, he ex-
plained, is not just about guiding others
but also about fostering personal growth
and driving social transformation. His
insights on ethical decision-making and
compassionate action struck a chord
with the audience, underscoring the
need to lead with integrity, purpose and
a deep commitment to the greater good.

DNC Media team met Fr. Ve-

nard, SJ

Fr. Venard, S.J., Media Coordinator for
JCSA, visited DNC on December 12
and interacted with the DNC Media
Team. During his session, he shared
valuable insights on media ministry,
conmunication strategies, and digital
evangelization. His guidance inspired
the team members to harness media
more effectively for mission and out-
reach, reinforcing their conmitment to
creative and meaningful storytelling.




Pilgrimage to Goa and Cul-

tural tour to Ajanta/Ellora

As part of their annual cultural tour,
the second-year philosophy students
went on a pilgrimage to Goa from De-
cember 27 to 31. A highlight of their
journey was the rare privilege of wit-
nessing the exposition of the body of
St. Francis Xavier. They also visited
several historic churches and cultur-
al landmarks, immersing themselves in
the rich heritage of Goa. Meanwhile,
the first-year philosophy students had
a cultural tour to Ajanta and Ellora,
where they explored the breathtaking
rock-cut caves and ancient sculptures.
The experience was deeply enriching,
offering profound insights into history,
art and spirituality. It was a journey of
learning and companionship, foster-
ing a deeper appreciation for India’s
rich cultural and religious heritage.

January 2025

Felicitation to Fr. Dolichan (Pres-
ident), Fr.  Henry and Rich-
ard (25 years of priesthood)

A special celebration was held on Janu-
ary 8 to felicitate Fr. Dolichan Kollarath
on his appointment as President of jnana
Deepa and to honor Frs. Henry D’Almei-
da and Richard Lopes on the Silver Ju-
bilee of their priesthood. The joyful oc-
casion began with a thanksgiving Mass,
followed by a heartfelt felicitation pro-
gramme that recognized their dedicated
service to the Church and conmunity.

AwarenessprogramonCadget Addiction
On January 10, the community hosted
an awareness progranme on “Cadget
Addiction” led by Mr. Shubham from Lo-
kayat. He shed light on the impact of ex-
~cessive screen time and emphasized the

importance of mindful use of technolo-
gy. The session encouraged the com-
munity members to develop healthier
digital habits, promoting balance, focus
and more meaningful real-world issues.

Cultural evening by South Zone
The provinces of Madurai, Chennai,
and Andhra came together to orga-
nize a vibrant Cultural Evening, cele-
brating the significance of the Indian
festivals Makar Sankranti and Pongal.
The event offered the community a
glimpse into their rich history, diverse
ministries, and new initiatives. It was
an evening of learning, appreciation
and unity that reinforced our conmit-
ment to faith and social transformation.
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\ational Seminhar on Climate Change,

Health and Disadvantaged Grroups in India

he Research Department of

| the Indian Social Institute,
Delhi, organised the above
seminar from 6 to 7 February 2025.
Fr. Stany D’Souza gave a message,
and Dr Edmond Fernandes, Hon.
Director of Edward and Cynthia In-
stitute of Public Health, proposed a
kReynote address. There were four
sessions and a panel discussion.
The first session addressed un-
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derstanding climate change and its
impact, chaired by Dr Shashikant
Kumar. The second session had the
theme of marginalised and disadvan-
taged groups: refugees, displaced
people, migrant labourers, PwDs,
LGBTO+, tribal communities, and
individuals. Dr Edmond Fernandes
chaired it. The third session had the
theme: Climate Crisis and Health:
state, civil society, policies and way
ahead, chaired by Dr. Lancy Lobo.
Dr. Denzil Fernandes chaired the
fourth session. He also shared his
overall reflections on the seminar.
The panel discussion had three em-
inent panelists, Professors Virginius
Xaxa, Sonajharia Minz and Amit
Mitra. There were 35 participants.

The entire seminar brought to light
empirical details of how the health
of disadvantaged groups in India
was affected by climate change.

Lancy Lobo s.).




INSTALLATION CEREMONY OF
NEW PRESIDENT OF JNANA DEEPA

DR DOLICHAN KOLLARETH SJ
12:00 NOON, 15 JAN 2025

he installation ceremony of the

‘ newly elected President of Jnana
Deepa Institute of Philosophy

and Theology, Pune, Dr Dolichan Kol-
lareth S} was held on Wednesday, 15
Jan 2025. Br. Anmol Lakra of Ill year
STB did the MC for the day. The pro-
gramme also included felicitation to the
outgoing President, Prof. Dr Francis
Consalves S|. The occasion was graced
with the presence of Most. Rev Fran-
cis Serrao SJ, Bishop of Shimoga, Rev.
Agnelo Mascarenhas S.]., the provincial
of Pune, guests, campus superiors, es-
teemed faculty members, and students.
The progranme began at 12:00 ncon
with the prayer song which was led by |D
women’s forum and the |D student body.
Prof. Dr. Nishant Irudayadasan, the Dean
of Philosophy, read out the rescript from
the Dicastery of Culture and Education,
Rome, in Latin which was then followed
by reading it in English by Prof. Dr. Pe-
ter Ignatius SJ, the Registrar. It was fol-
“»lowed by honouring the new president
with a shawl and saplings by Prof. Dr.

John Karuvelil S}, the Dean of Theology.
Then Prof. Dr. Nishant Irudayadasan,
the Dean of Philosophy, felicitated both
the outgoing and the new president
and Prof. Dr. John Karuvelil S}, the Dean
of Theology, honoured the outgoing
president with a shawl and sapling.
Following this Prof. Dr. Francis Gon-
salves SJ, the outgoing president
shared his deep words of wisdom and
encouragement. Following the speech,
Fr. Francis Gonsalves handed over the
key and file to the new president as a
sign of handing over the responsibil-
ity. Thereafter Dr Dolichan Kollareth
S), the new president professed the
Nicene Creed while the people stood
in silence and prayed for him, after
which, he addressed the gathering and
expressed his vision for the Institute.
Finally, Br. GClanson D’Souza, the
JDSC  Chairperson  proposed the
vote of thanks, and the progranmme
concluded with the D Anthem.
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KEPOKT OF GEOKGE LOBO MEMOKIAL
LECTUKE FOK THEOLOGIANS

he Ceorge Lobo memorial lec-

‘ ture was held on Friday, Jan-
uary 10, 2025 on the topic
‘Bhartiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) and its
possible impact on the Indian society
and the Catholic Church’. The speak-
er was Adv. Nolencia Pereira-Dharmai.
The lecture was attended by all the
Baccalaureate, Licentiate and Doc-
toral students of theology faculty as
well as theology faculty members.

The lecture began with a prayer
song, followed by the lighting of a
lamp. Dr John Karuvelil, the Dean
of the Faculty of Theology, formal-
ly welcomed the speaker and the
participants. He also introduced the
speaker, Fr George Lobo, in whose
memory the lecture was organized.

The lecture was divided into two ses-
sions. In the first session Adv. Nolen-

cia spoke about the Bhartiya Nyaya
Sanhita (BNS), and the changes it has
brought about in the Indian judiciary.
In the second session, she spoke on
the other two new laws i.e. Bhartiya
NagrikR Sureksha Sanhita (BNSS) and
Bhartiya Sakhsha Adhiniyam (BSA).
Again, she highlighted the changes
that have been brought about. She
also spoke about the implication for
the Indian society and especially for
the Catholic Church in India. At the
end of the session, she answered all
the questions and clarifications. At the
end of the memorial lecture, a vote of
thanks was given and the lecture end-
ed with the singing of the |D anthem.

“Be the
change that
you wish to

wo wlhe seeing
in the world.”

- Mahatma Gandhi
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Report on Prof. Richard De Smet and Prof. Jean de

Marneffe Memorial Lecture for Philosophers

he Prof. Richard De Smet and Prof.

‘ Jean de Marneffe Memorial Lecture
was held to honor two great scholars

known for their contributions to Philosophy
and Theology. This year’s theme “Philoso-
phies of Resistance and Freedom: Exploring
Buddhist and Bhakti Poetry”, aimed to ex-
plore how poetry can express deep philo-

sophical ideas about freedom and resistance.

The program started with a prayer song.
It created a peaceful and reflective atmo-
sphere for everyone. Fr. Doni Raja gave
the welcome address. He greeted everyone
warmly and spoke about the importance of
the theme. He also gave a brief introduc-
tion about the speaker. Fr. Henry explained
the legacies of Prof. Richard De Smet and
Prof. Jean de Marneffe. Their work in phi-

losophy and theology was praised, and

their influence on the field was highlighted.

Cavatri Mendanha delivered the first lec-
ture on Buddhist poetry. She explained
how these poems reflect ideas of resis-
tance, freedom, and spiritual depth. Her
examples and explanations were easy to
understand and kept everyone engaged.
After the lecture, there was a ques-
tion-and-answer session. Many partici-
pants asked interesting questions, and Ms.
Mendanha responded to them thoughtfully.
In the second session, Ms. Mendanha fo-
cused on Bhakti poetry. She explained how
Bhakti poets used their words to challenge
unfair practices in society and promote
equality and love. The audience enjoyed
her clear and passionate explanations. The
session ended with another lively Q®A
session where the audience shared their
thoughts and asked meaningful questions.

¥ Richsnd 0 S, ), Fran
i ATy

The memorial lecture was a great suc-
cess. It was a day of learning and in-
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spiraton  for all  who  attended.
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Youth Semihar and lol (Iraining, of' Iraihers) -
al Bumkea-Reaidanj Province

outh Seminar on the theme
Y‘Knovv yourself and set a goal

for your life,” was held on 03-
04 January 2025 at Nunbata Parish,
Dumka-Raiganj Province. The aim for
this seminar was to help the youth for
building self-awareness and a clear
sense of direction in life. Fr Shailen
Minj, Dumka-Raiganj JYMSA Coordi-
nator, led interactive sessions, includ-
ing thematic dance, group sharing, and
discussions. Fr Solomon Thomas S
delivered a talk on “The Importance of
Our Rights,” urging the youth to stay
vigilant and seize opportunities. Fr Ajit
Hemrom S| expressed gratitude to the
speakers and the youth for their ac-
tive participation, making the seminar
a meaningful and enriching experience.

Fr Vernard Antony SJ, JCSA Youth Co-
ordinator, interacted with the youth
both at Nunbatta and Kajaladahamore,
encouraging the youth to take leader-
ship roles in both the Church and soci-
ety for fostering a sense of responsibil-
ity and active participation in conmunity
development. This created a great plat-
form for young people to reflect on
their aspirations and responsibilities.
JYMSA Dumka-Raiganj Province or-
ganized Training of Trainers (TOT)
for the Youth Leaders at St Xavier’s
School, Sahibganj on 11-13  January
2025. About 62 youth from Jharkhand,
West Bengal and Bihar participated in
it, benefiting from sessions designed
to boost confidence, leadership and
responsibility. Fr Ignatius Bunty Tudu

spoke on “Relevance of Faith in Daily
Life,” and Fr Pratap Samad S| explored
career possibilities. Fr Vernard Ant-
ony SJ, |CSA Youth Coordinator, the
resource person for the Youth TOT,
discussed “Youth Empowerment.” He
then spoke on the four Apostolic Pref-
erences of the Society of Jesus empha-
sizing the importance of being a leader
focusing more on unorganized youth.
Big thanks to the Youth leaders |o-
seph Marandi, John Marandi, Charles
Hembrom and Martin Kujur who en-
gaged the youth with MAGIS dynam-
ics, focusing on its five pillars, the four
pillars of the Catholic Church, group
discussions, skits and reports and mak-
ing them a transformative experience.
JCSA Youth Coordinator Visit to Jaspur,




Kunkuri, Pathalgaon, and Ambikapur
Accompanied by Fr Virendra Xalxo S,
Madhya Pradesh JYMSA Coordinator,
Fr. Vernard Antony S|, the JCSA Youth
Coordinator, visited Jaspur, Kunkuri,
Pathalgaon, and Ambikapur on 16-19
January 2025, where he actively en-
gaged with the youth through meet-
ings and interactions. During his visit,
he encouraged young people to take
on leadership roles, emphasizing their
responsibility both in the Church and
society. A key focus of his message
was the importance of working for the
unorganised youth, urging those pres-
ent to reach out and support young
people who lack guidance and oppor-
tunities. His words served as a motiva-
tion for youth leaders to be proactive
in creating inclusive and empowering
spaces. Through his interactions, Fr.
Vernard inspired the youth to reflect
on their roles, set meaningful goals,

and contribute positively to their communities. His visit left a lasting impact, re-
inforcing the commitment to building a strong and responsible youth conmunity.

Vernard Antony, S.




‘News from Papal Seminary, Pune

n 3rd December, Papal
Seminary celebrated the
feast of our patron, St.

Francis Xavier, with great en-
thusiasm and grandeur. We hon-
oured his unwavering dedication
and faithful service to the Church
of Christ. The day concluded with
a fellowship dinner, fostering a
sense of community among all.
On 4th December, we had a
lecture on St. Francis Xavier to
deepen our understanding of
our patron saint. Fr. Jose Guib-
ert S) presented a scholarly ar-
ticle highlighting the saint’s ex-
emplary leadership  qualities.
During their annual visitation, Fr.
Stany D’Souza, our POSA, and Fr.
Somy, the CSIF, met separately
with the philosophy and theolo-
gy brothers. This was a grace-
filled opportunity for everyone
to share their thoughts, ideas,
and feelings about academic, for-
mative, and other aspects of life
at Papal Seminary. The Seminary
expressed gratitude to POSA for
his encouragement and fi-
nancial support to the House.
Papal Seminary consistently

nurtures the spiritual life of its
members through daily practices
such as the breviary, Eucharist,
special prayer evenings, ado-
rations, and Rosary at the grot-
to. Rite Masses are celebrated to
help everyone learn about dif-
ferent liturgical traditions. Lan-
guage Academies also celebrate
the Eucharist in a special way on
their allotted feast days. Recent-
ly, the Hindi Academy celebrated
the feast of the Inmaculate Con-
ception of Our Lady on 8th De-
cember, with Fr. Alphonse Kispot-
ta presiding over the Eucharist.

Similarly, the Marathi Acade-
my celebrated the feast of St.
Consalo Carcia, the first saint of
India, on 7th February, with Fr.
Roland Coelho celebrating the
Marathi Mass for the conmunity.
Our Tamil Academy hosted the
Pongal Celebration for the com-
munity, with a meaningful pro-
gramandatraditional festive meal.

On 26th January, we joyfully
celebrated Republic Day, pay-
ing tribute to our nation, its
rich democratic values, and
its remarkable diversity. Our
co-worker, Simon, was the chief
guest and unfurled the National
Flag. Patriotic speeches by our
brothers reminded us of the sac-
rifices of our freedom fighters
and the architects of our Con-
stitution. The celebration deep-
ened our love for the nation and
inspired us to uphold its ideals
with pride and responsibility.

Br. Archmedis Pradhan
I1STB
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INTERNATIONAL GOUNCGIL MEETING,
ROME 2025

— ach year we meet in January for
— this kind of meeting. This year the
L_meeting was from 21st to 25th
January at the Jesuit General Curia in
Rome. We were 8 participants: Inter-
national Director, Fr. Cristobal Fones
SJ, six Continental Coordinators from 6
Jesuit Conferences and Mr. Juan Ignacio
of Argentina, who is the Conmunication
in-charge. The main topic was forma-
tion in PWPN and Pedagogy of EYM
along with the initiative to produce the
Ceneral Regulations based on the new
Statutes approved by the Holy See last
year. The highlight of the meeting was
the Papal Audience on 23rd morning
where we were given the English trans-
lation of the Pope’s speech to us and
individual meeting with him. Same day
~we had a pilgrimage to the Gesu and
Eucharistic celebration by the Interna-
jorfal Director in the rcom of St. Igna-

tius. Each one of us had enough time
to present our homework through PPT.
The meeting had begun with an hour
of personal prayer and concluded also
with an hour of Review and prayer.
| celebrated the concluding Eucha-
rist. Though the weather was cold the
warmth of the General Curia people and
familial atmosphere that pervaded our
meeting made it a memorable event.

Jagdish Parmar SJ
National Director, India,
S.A. Coordinator, PWPN (EYM).
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SADHANA INSTITUTE.

PUNE

LONAVIA,

Tanmaya Sadhana Course ( 6th Jan to Feb 28, 2025)
(Age Group: 35 - 50)

his renewal course aims to help

‘ participants to become aware
of the potential they have for
wholeness and to move towards be-
coming one’s unique person (Tanmavya).
The course began with basic orienta-
tion followed by Journeying with Self
exercises which creates inner aware-
ness for what follows, namely, (a) in-
tense inner process work that helps
participants to ook at the factors that
hinder the call and task to become more
and more one’s own true self; (b) reflec-
tion, sharing, and discussion on Human
Sexuality and Affectivity that gives the
participants the opportunities for per-
sonal exploration as to how one’s af-
fective energies can be channeled for
mature and fulfilling relationships and
be at the service of a deeper spiritual
life; (c) communication skills that will

help participants to become aware of
their unhealthy conmunication patterns
and to initiate new ways of conmuni-
cating—expressing themselves  with
honesty and clarity, while simultane-
ously paying others a respectful and

Today's efforts are

empathic attention and; (d) reflection
on Psycho-Spiritual Maturity as mani-
fested in one’s attitudes and behaviors .
The course concludes with a few days
of reflecting together on the new orien-
tations to life the participants are begin-
ning to experience and the new behav-
jor patterns they are ready to initiate.
We had 26 participants for the course.

(In the photo staff of the course with
POSA Fr. Jerome Stanislaus D’Souza
sJ. Sr. Philo John DPMT is the visiting
staff for the course.)

Vincent Crasta SJ
Superior

Sadhana Institute,
Lonavia.
0r-02-2025

17




VIDYATYOTI'S PILGRIM JOURNEY OF HORE

EXTENSION LECTURE ON 1-:; .....

INTEGRAL BIBLICAL ECOL-

OGY was a very useful en-
gagement for the college. The
theme: Integral Biblical Ecology:
A Necessary Task. It was deliv-
ered by Prof. Dr. Dominic Sundar,
SJ, from Pontifical Biblical Insti-
tute, Rome. During the lecture,
Dr. Sundar talked about the need
for Biblical ecological hermeneu-
tics. He pointed out various eco-
logical crises that are unfolding
around the world. Also, various
responses initiated by the Cath-
olic Church and other Christian
faith related organizations were ' VIDYAJVOTI
highlighted. Encyclical and ex- |
hortation by Pope Francis, and COLLEGE OF THEOLOGV
Earth Bible Project etc. are some =
of the faith-based initiatives. © S —

ENVIRONMENTAL JUS-

TICE, JESUIT LEADERSHIP
AND INTEGRAL ECOLOGY by
Fr. Peter Rozic, SJ, Director of
the Integral Ecology Research
Network at the Laudato S’ Re-
search Institute, University of
Oxford, was another important
turn in theological dialogues and
growth. It took place on 27th
Sep, 2024. He delivered a com-
pelling lecture on the necessity
of personal, communal, and sys-
temic conversion for address-
ing environmental challenges.
He introduced the Bilan Car-
bone carbon accounting meth-
od, highlighting its importance
In assessing carbon footprints.

E XTENSION LECTURE ON
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o n order to help our
Day scholar stu-
dents, VJ organized

RECOLLECTION FOR LAITY

STUDENTS was organized.

Fr. Augustine Perumalil,

S|, Rector of St. Xavier’s

School Community, led a

recollection talk attended

by laity students, sisters
from St. Stephen’s Hostel,
and brothers from Anthyo-
daya. This gathering provi-

. J SPORTS MEET
2K24 was anoth-
er exciting time

at V. It was organized on
three different days begin-
ning from mid-September.
The event was hosted by
Sandeep Gonsalves, with
class captains Sonet Wil-
liam and Johnson K. rep-
resenting the first years,
Joachim and Savy for the
second vyears, and Ash-
ish Paul and Ramen for
the third years. The chief
guest was Fr. T.J. John, the
Principal of St. Xavier’s
School. T-shirts for stu-
dents and staff were gen-
erously sponsored by Frs.

ded a valuable opportunity
for reflection and commu-
nion among the diverse at-
tendees. In December, the-
re was another recollection.

Arok and Sangeet Raj from
St. Xavier’s School, Nev-
ta. The overall champions
were First years. The en-
ergetic sports meet con-
cluded on 8th October.

. EBINAR  FOR
LAITY, PRIESTS
& RELIGIOUS

OF NORTH INDIA is a new
beginning. It took place
on 9th oct, 2024, with the
theme: “Covenantal Spir-
ituality,” presented by
Fr. Jimmy Dabhi for the
laity, priests, and religious
of North India. This event
was organized in collabo-

YOU ARE STRONGER

THAN YOU KNOW.

Y 5

ration with the Regional
Commission for Theology
and Doctrine (CCBI) and
the Regional Office for
Doctrine (CBCI). Over 175
participants attended on-
line, including Bishop Jose
Puthenveetil, the Auxilia-
ry Bishop of the Faridabad
Diocese. The presentation
received positive feedback,
and the subsequent QO&®&A
session generated numer-
ous Insightful  queries.
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o th Convoca-
tion of Distance
Education Pro-

gramme took place on
12th October 2024. There
were about twelve who had
travelled to Delhi to receive
their Diploma in Theology
Award. First Secretary to
the Finance Department of
Irish Embassy was the Chief
guest. Dr. Colin Gonsalves,
a Senior Advocate of Su-
preme Court also encour-
aged the students along
with Archbishop Anil |. T.
Couto, who appreciated
the entire programme. Con-
grats to Fr. Anil D’ Almeida
for successfully organizing
the programme. Those who
travelled from faraway plac-
es to receive their gradua-
tion award were immense-
ly grateful to VJ|-DEPTh.

. ONSTITUTION
DAY CELEBRA-
TION was orga-

nized on 26th of November
at Vidyajyoti by Sch. Julius
Tudu and Sch. Joseph V.
Julius gave an introduction,
explaining the importance
of the day. He displayed the
shorter constitution text
and the larger text which
includes the case studies
on the Constitution. The
program began with the
unveiling of a portrait of Dr.
B.R. AmbedRkar, the Father
of the Indian Constitution,
led by the principal, Fr. Ra-
jkumar, accompanied by
staff and student represen-
tatives. Sch. Johnson R. de-
livered a brief yet inspiring
message highlighting the
enduring values and vision
of Dr. AmbedRkar. Later, Fr.
Joseph, Registrar opened
the link to the video on
Ambedkar’s contributions.
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. ATIONAL SEMI-
NAR - THEOTECH
2024 was orga-

nized from 28th to 29th of
November, 2024. Vidya-
jotyi College hosted a Na-
tional Seminar ‘TheoTech
2024°, on the theme, ‘Ar-
tificial Intelligence: Inspi-
rations and Challenges
for the Pilgrims of Hope.’
Fr. Rajakumar initiated the
process and the event was
organized under the leader-
ship of Fr. Jesu Thason, the
staff coordinator, and Sch.
Reuell Paul, the student
coordinator. The seminar
proved to be a valuable and
enlightening  experience
for all attendees, offering
deep insights into the sig-
nificance of Artificial Intel-
ligence in today’s world. It
explored how to navigate
this  technological land-
scape thoughtfully, encour-
aging participants to utilize
Al wisely and responsibly.




o AL MELA 2024
BThe theme for this
year’s Bal Mela was

“SHHIG BT AR Students
from various ministry centers,
along with their in-charges,
gathered for the event, which
was organized by Fieldwork
Coordinators Schs. Prakash
Masih and Reginald Kur-
Ralang, under the guidance
of Director Fr. Anil D’ Almel-
da. The Chief Cuest for the
occasion was Ms. Lalitha S.
A. Nayak, Vice President of
the Society for Participato-
ry Integrated Development
(SPID), while Roseline D.
Osana, Project Director of
the Urban Refugee Project at
|RS, was the Guest of Honor.
The programme was marked
by Hope-giving message,
games and cultural items and Tie—— W
Prizes. As a token of appreci- AJDUST THE FOCUS.
ation, each student received
a blanket and snacks as they
left. This is a fruit of most of
the ministries that V] under-
takes throughout the vyear.

sometimes you win
sometimes you learn.

( THE OLD WRITER )

'IF NOT IN LOVE

in grief | shall forever carry you.”

~ Vesmir




n 1st January, 2025, all
the tertians returned
from their Ignatian ex-

periment with the elderly and
children, in homes, at differ-
ent places. To reflect on these
experiences, they had a day
recollection in the light of the
Spiritual Exercises. This was
followed by two days of shar-
ing, where each tertian spoke
about their journey. Through
this sharing, they enriched
one another by listening and
learning from each other.
Fr Sajeev introduced the Let-
ters of St Ignatius. After his
introduction, the tertians
made group presentations.
This session helped them un-
derstand the rich tradition of
_letter writing and how it fos-
tered connection among fel-

low Jesuits during the time
of Ignatius and afterwards.
Fr Baylon SJ from the Sri Lanka
Province conducted a three-
day class on Pratica Quaedam
and gave Instructions on Ad-

ministration and Financial Man-
agement. These sessions pro-
vided valuable insights into the
practical aspects of Jesuit life.
Fr Donald Miranda S] gave
an introduction to the His-
tory of the Society of Jesus,
helping the tertians deep-
en their understanding of its
history, mission, and values.

The tertians also went on a pil-
grimage to Our Lady of Matara
in Calle. As part of this jour-
ney, they visited Mount Cal-
vary School, Loyola Acade-
my, Jesuit community and the
Dutch Fort, which gave them
an opportunity to witness
and appreciate the Jesuit ed-
ucational mission. They also
had the privilege of meeting
Most Rev. Dr Raymond Wick-
ramasinghe, Bishop of Galle.

Session by Fr Anthony Pillai S J
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Tertions with Rev Bp Dr Raymond
Bishop of Galle

Fr Anthony Pillai SJ conducted
sessions on Non-Violent Com-
munication. These helped the
tertians learn effective ways
to communicate with com-
passion and understanding.
Another key event was the
presentation on the Saints
and Blessed of the Society of
Jesus. Each soul-group pre-

pared and presented on differ-
ent Jesuit saints and blessed,
deepening their knowledge
of these inspirational figures.
The Arrupe House commu-
nity had the privilege of vis-
iting the Orange Tea Facto-
ry in Gampola. They learned
about the process of making

tea and celebrated Mass for.
the factory workers. A speciz
thanks to Mr Sebastine for or-
ganizing this enriching visit.
Fr Donald has also start-
ed classes on the Constitu-
tions of the Society of Jesus.
These classes are helping
the tertians understand the
foundational documents that
guide Jesuit life and mission.
The community received a
special blessing during the
visitation of Fr Stany D’Souza
SJ, the President of JCSA. His
visit was a time of encourage-
ment and grace for the ter-
tians. A special thanks to Fr
Lasantha S] from the Sri Lanka
Province for sharing his expe-
riences on the Jesuit Refugee
Service (JRS) and Fr Arrupe’s
contributions to this mission.

- Kegin

Fr Roy Alex with inmates




Justice in Mining Network in 2024

a difficult year that we face with hope

For the Justice in Mining Net-
work, 2024 has been a year of
transition. In June we published
the 2019-2023 Progress Re-
port and began to define the
next stage. However, due to
some important absences,
the 2025-27 action plan has
not progressed at the desired
pace. Three members who un-
til now had represented Latin
America, Canada and Asia-Pa-
cific in the steering group have
moved on; and in the case of
the representatives of Africa
and Madagascar and Europe,
there have been temporary ab-
sences for family or academ-
ic reasons. Nevertheless, we
would like to thank Heriberta
Fernandez, Victor Reyes, and
Jack Piper for their work over
the years, their Social Centres
and the rest of the people who
have kept the network alive.

To stop violence we have
to stop poverty.
Frank O'Gorman

Among our plans for
2025 we included the territo-
rial strengthening of the net-
work and the identification of
common priorities. In this re-
spect, the advance in India has
been significant. The Indian
government has announced
the opening of 35 new coal
mines in the next five years.
The Bagaicha Social Centre,
together with other Jesuit
social centres, warns of the
constant pressure these proj-
ects exert on the indigenous/
Adivasi communities of the
central-eastern states of India
(Jharkhand, Odisha and Chhat-
tisgarh). Field visits to districts
such as Godda and Dumka
show how the violation of the
right to consultation, forced
displacement and the harass-
ment of their populations are
commonplace. With the help
of the Australian Province and
following the legacy of Father
Stan Swamy, these social cen-
ters are maintaining regular
contact with local communi-
ties, organising capacity-build-
ing projects and strengthening
the traditional local govern-
ment system within indige-
nous communities. They also
plan to organise a nation-
al meeting in March 2025.

In Latin Ameérica, sim-
ilar problems have been also
identified with the advance
of extractivism in indigenous
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When wealth is centralized,

the people are dispersed.
When wealth is distributed,
the people are brought

together Confucius

territories. Representatives of
25 indigenous peoples offered
similar testimonies at the meet-
ing ‘Abyayala: Extractivism,
Women and Resistance’ or-
ganised by the Network of Sol-
idarity and Indigenous Aposto-
late (RSAI) in Manaos (Brazil)
last September. The meeting is
part of the Common Apostol-
ic Project of the Conference
of Provincials of Latin America
(CPAL). Canadian International
Jesuits supported the produc-
tion of the report, which in-
cludes three case studies, and
the presence of the Alboan
Foundation at the meeting also
helped to forge alliances be-
tween the RSAI and the Justice
in Mining group with a view
to disseminating the report.
In the Global North, the main



achievements took place in the
field of corporate regulations.
After more than five years of
negotiations, the European
Union approved the Corporate
Sustainability Due Diligence
Directive, which incorporates
human rights and environmen-
tal due diligence obligations
for global value chains. During
this time, the Alboan Founda-
tion, the Jesuit European So-
cial Centre and the Network of
Centres in Latin America have
collaborated with CIDSE and
other faith-based organisa-
tions to gather the support of
more than 200 religious lead-
ers and show their support for
the law. Similar laws are being
discussed in other countries,
such as Canada. That is why
we also celebrate joint train-
Ing projects on advocacy and
corporate accountability that

-

are being carried out between
Canadian Jesuits Internation-
al (CJl), Canadian Lawyers for
International Human Rights
(CLIHR) and the Arrupe Cen-
tre for Research and Training
(CARF) in the D.R. Congo.
At a global level, in 2024 we
have also collaborated onajoint
project between the Catholic
Peacebuilding Network and
the Kroc Institute (at the Uni-
versity of Notre Dame) and the
Laudato SI’ Research Institute
at Campion Hall (University of
Oxford) entitled “The Catholic
Church and Mining: Exploring
Pathways Towards an Inte-
gral Ecological Peace”. So far,
three regional online seminars
have been held, specifically for
Latin America, Asia and Africa,
with the participation of re-
gional Bishops’ Conferences,
Catholic organisations, Jesuit

—_—
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is a seed for
tomorrow's growth

Social Centres and research
institutes. As a result of this
process, a guide document en-
titled ‘Catholic Approaches to
Mining: A Cuide for Reflec-
tion and Action’ will be pub-
lished in 2025. It is designed
to help Catholic organisations
that accompany communities
affected by mining to advocate
in defence of human rights,
peace and Integral ecology.
In 2025 we will focus on
strengthening the capacities
of members with this docu-
ment and finalising the 2025-
2027 action plan. Among the
main challenges is the partic-
ipation in the People’s Sum-
mit to be organised in Brazil,
during COP30, and the coor-
dination with the rest of Je-
suit institutions that will be
attending this event. At the
organisational level, on the
other hand, we will begin a re-
organisation process to facili-
tate the integration of Justice
In Mining as a working group
in the Integral Ecology net-
work. In this way, we hope to
open up participation to more
social centres, gain in impact
and deepen the spirit of collab-
oration between Jesuit works.
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